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STIX EXHIBS CRY FOR NEW STARS 





Hotel-Arena Circuit for Musicals 
Mapped by N.Y. Legit Tent Group 


A circuit of hotel theatres-in-the- 
round for the presentation of 


operettas and musical comedies is | 


pianned by Music Circus of Amer- 
ica, the company headed by Laur- 
ence Schwab and St. John Terrell, 
in which Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
has a major financial interest. 
Through the William Morris 
agency, one such spot will be set 
up in a hotel, probably in New 
York, as a showcase. The Hilton 


hotels, or some other chain, or in- | 


dividual hotel managements, will 
be approached to pat in more or 
less similar outfits. 

Music Circus of America, which 
operated the arena-under-canvas 
jast winter in Miami, is part owner 
of the original spot now in its sec- 
ond summer at Lambertville, N. J., 
and has an interest in the tent 
show which Richard Aldrich will 
have this summer at Hyannis, on 
Cape Cod. Circus outfit will do the 
actual production on the hotel-the- 
atre project, with the Morris 
agency making the deals with 
hotels. Besides having more experi- 
ence with the musical arena play- 
house idea than anyone else, Music 
Circus controls many of the major 
show properties in the musical 
field, including the works of Ham- 
merstein, Rodgers, Kern, Romberg, 
etc. 

. Whether the various hotels in 
the circuit would play touring pro- 
ductions sent out by Music Circus 
or would have stock companies and 
produce their own shows is one of 
many details still undecided. A 
determining factor in that and 
other questions might be geographi- 


(Continued on page 6) 


Mexico Capitalizing On 
Eurone Gypping Beefs, 
Woos Tourists South 


Mexico City, June 13. 

Those loud squawks by Yank 
tourists returning from Europe 
about the hefty prices with which 
they were nicked is music to the 
ears of the Mexican government. 
It’s making every effort to capital- 
ize on the European holdup beefs 
by turning further tourist trade 
south of the border. 

Thus it has instituted price con- 
trols in hotels and resorts patron- 
ized by U. S. rubberneckers and 
threatens to get plenty tough with 
restaurateurs, tradesmen, etc. who 
are reported to the Dept. of 
Tourism for taking advantage of 
Yank travelers, 

Tourism has jumped to No. 1 
doilar-earner in Mexico and the 
Aleman government is determined 
to protect it and promote it to an 
all-year-round season, Impetus 
Was given recently by the devalua- 
tion of the peso from 4.50 to the 
dollar to 8.65. and by the opening 
t additional auto routes from the 





Devaluation and efforts at hold- 
(Continued on page 32) 





Garry Davis Making 
| Pic on ‘World Citizen’ 


Actor Garry Davis is turning to 
| the screen to further his battle 
|for the promotion of world citizen- 


'U. S. recently after 


+ 
| 
| 





|are simply tired old men to daugh-| spending in Gotham ‘niteries and | 
|ter, and it’s about time Hollywood | restaurants is the Diners’ 
ship. Davis, who came back to the | 
stumping | 


|through western Europe, is plan-| 


|ning tno produce and appear in a 
/one-reel pic labelled “World Citi- 
zen.” Film will be shot in 16m 
but blown up to 35m with the idea 


| want Hollywood to devote more 


of getting circulation in theatres | 


as well as clubs, institutions, etc. 


POTTA CATER Td 
NEW GENERATION 


By MIKE KAPLAN | 


Hollywood, June 13. _ | 
Those romantic males who made | 
mother swoon when she was a gal | 











realized it. 
continued plaint of small-town ex- 
hibs around the country. They 


That, in effect, is the | 


time to developing new film faces | 
instead of trying to hide ‘he wrin- 
kles in the old ones. 

It’s not just a question of keep- 
ing the female members of the 


Crusader shoves off this summer | dwindling film audience interested. | 


through the country. 


He will talk | the 


tickets—and exhibs 


cluding schools, churches and street | looking new dolls on the screen. 


| corners. 


| dreds of invitations to expound his | 


formula for world peace. 


See $35,000,000 
In 1950 Rentals 





Drive-ins, not long ago viewed 
| as a stepchild, are sudden!y loom- 
ing as an important source of suc- 
cor for an industry hit by TV and 
'a flood of other competing amuse- 
‘ments. Distrib estimates are that 
almost 10% of all rentals—about 
$35,000,000—will be realized from 
the ozoners this year. 

The figure takes on unusual sig- 
nificance in light of declines in 
grosses of standard houses and the 
resultant necessity of producer- 
distribs to bolster their incomes 
with every possible dollar. While 
most drive-ins are not doing as 
much business as they were last 
year, they’ve slipped very little 
compared to roofed-in theatres. 

Further hikes in income from 
the open-airers are anticipated by 
distribs, with the end said to be 
nowhere in sight. First point in 
pushing up the ratio of rentals 
from this source is the ever-in- 
creasing number of the ozoners, 
while the second is their constant- 

(Continued on page 6) 


Pic Stirs Probers 


Washington, June 13. 

Apparently, a producer can make 
trouble for himself if his picture 
is too convincing. 
| Frank Seltzer, producer of “711 
| Ocean Drive,” was subpoenaed be- 
fore the Congressional committee 
on gambling, headed by Senator 
Estes Kefauver, last week to an- 
swer questions on the solons’ cur- 
|rent check into a national gambling 
syndicate. Seltzer’s film, a Co- 
'lumbia release, is billed as an ex- 
| pose of a syndicate based on in- 
side info. 











From Drive-Ins 








Davis has received hun- | What’s more, exhibs point out, that 


if that’s what the stub-buyer wants, 
there’s what he should get—par- | 
ticularly in these days when in- 
creased competition from _ other | 
branches of showbiz and a tight-| 
ened family economy can be at’ 
least partially blamed for the clos- 
ing of some 600 theatres in the last 
six months. 

Not, exhibs hasten to explain, 
that the current crop of screen 
leads are too old for any role at 
all. But a new audience has grown 
up, dominated by youngsters with 
new ideas about romance and 
beauty, and their wants should be 
catered to by Hollywood. 

Exhibs checked across couniry, | 
both in person and by mail, actual- | 
ly comprise a smal! percent of the 
total number of small-town theatre | 
operators. But there was _ such | 





unanimity in every section of the — 


country as to justify the belief that | 
(Continued on page 73) 


Bway Moppets 
WNEW Showcase 


A 13-week summer series called 
“Broadway’s Children,” starring 
moppet stars of the Broadway legit 
stage this season and over the past 
few seasons, preems on WNEW, 
N. Y., Sunday, July 2, in the 1 to 
1:30 p.m. slot. 

For the initiaf presentation, 
Brandon de Wilde, currently ap- 
pearing in the “Member of the 
Wedding” legiter, will be starred 
in some scenes from the show. His 
father, Fritz de Wilde, a radio-TV 
actor, will be narrator and hold 
down the same role in the 13-week 
series. The ‘elder de Wilde will 
also be a production supervisor on 
the series. 

Plays, short stories, films and 
originals will be showcased, with 
each program to be “sponsored” by 
a social welfare agency operating 
on behalf of children, with the 
New York Herald Tribune Fresh 
Air Fund as the initial “sponsor.” 

Herbie Coleman, of “Lost in the 
Stars,” in scenes from that show, 
is scheduled for the second week. 








believe | 





All Those Recent Theatre Folderoos 
Can't Be Attributed to Television 


»* 


+ Film industry leaders trying to 





Credit Card Device 
Helps Nitery Takes 


New device which is hypoing 


Club, 
which issues credit cards entitling 


| members to sign checks in any of | 
| 55 spots. At the end of the month | yinced that video’s actual effect on 
| the customer gets one invoice COV-| the poxoffice remains a matter for 


ering his tabs in all the spots. Ex- 
pansion of the plan to Chi and 
L. A. is being mulled. 

Bonifaces report that the club is 
having a beneficial effect in boost- 
ing biz, 


the club are Leon and Eddie’s, 


e 
Ruban Bleu, Penthouse Club, Hola 
| Roosevelt and the Berkshire hotei. | 





Agents Woo Dates 
At Fairs to Offset 
Theatre Coin Dip 


With decline in theatre bookings 


on fair date bookings to counter- 
balance waning revenue. Virtually 
every major agency is moving in 
on the outdoor shows. 
Although fairs have always con- 
stituted an important source of in- 
come for the big offices, the 
majors frequently didn’t go out for 
this business because of having to 
split commissions with outdoor 
bookers. As long as there was 
enough theatre work, they passed 
up the rural festivals. However, 
these dates are now needed to off- 
set loss of revenue in the vaude de- 
partments. 

Another important factor in the 


race for fair business is the in-: 


(Continued on page 32) 


3d Dimensional TV 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Stereoscopic, or third dimension, 
television has been developed by 
the Atomic Energy Commission’s 
Argonne National Laboratory in 
association with DuMont Labora- 
tories. This third dimensional 

video is not for the public yet. 
Equipment, a twin lens setup to 
project dual images side by side 





because patrons spend, 


for a one-month speaking tour |It’s generally the guy who buys| more liberally when they’re not, 
limited to cash out of pocket. | 


wherever he can find listeners in-| he’d like to see some nice bright-| Among the spots cooperating with | 


advertising 
| sets, from “free” offers of china- 


| pin the blame on television for the 
| approximately 600 theatres report- 
|ed shuttered during the last six 
|}months have been unable to make 
their aceusations stick. Onceover 
of the closed houses and the rel- 
ative strength of TV in each area 
show no such corrolary. As a re- 
sult, these industry chiefs are con- 





| speculation, subject to the vagaries 
|of the various surveys which have 
| not yet succeeded in proving one 
| way or another that TV is respon- 
| sible. 

Chief argument to be found 
against video lies in the Denver 
area. Not a single theatre closed 
down in that territory, while coin- 
| cidentally, Denver has no TV sta- 
tions. Scanning of the other sit- 
| uations, however, shows that the 
| Denver exampie cannot be taken 
|at its face value. For instance 
| New York is the oldest established 
|TV area in the country, with its 
| video set circulation representing 
|almost one-fourth the total num- 
| ber of receivers. Yet N. Y., which 
'also has more theatres Than any 
other area, reported only five 
houses shuttered — relatively few 
compared to some of the other ter- 
ritories. 
| Industry execs, consequently, are 
_looking to other factors to ascer- 


'the most marked in years, agen-| tain why the theatres blacked out. 
| cies are focusing greater attention In his recent report on the num- 


| ber of permanent shutterings since 

| Dec. 1, Abram F. Myers, chairman 
of the tax committee of the Coun- 

| cil of Motion Picture Organizations, 
attributed the demise of the 600 

(Continued on page 75) 
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Better Business Bureau 
Finds TY at Top of List 
In the Headache Dept. 


Washington, June 13. 

Television is providing the num- 
ber one headache of the Betier 
Business Bureaus, the annual con- 
vention of the Association was told 
here last week. Hugh R. Jackson, 
prexy of the New York BBB, said 
TV sales and service comprise 
nearly 20% of the complaints re- 
ceived. Other BBB speakers indi- 
cated that the New York situation 
is duplicated in other parts of the 
; country. 

Customers complain about buck- 
passing of responsibility for servic- 
ing of receivers, said Jackson. 
Other complaints have to do with 
inducements to buy 








on the receiver screen, is designed ware to seven-day trips to Bermuda. 


specifically for research study by | 


atomic scientists to observe from 
a safe distance the reactions of 
radioactive materials. 

Images are channeled over a 
closed circuit in the research lab- 
oratories, with the observer wear- 
ing polarized lens glasses to secure 
the third dimension effect that 
could be obtained by close visual 


study. 


James H. Carmine, executive 


| veepee of Philco, laid the blame for 
“confusion” in the industry and 
| widespread abusive practices large- 
ly on the shoulders of retailers and 
‘service contractors but conceded - 


that some of it is the fault of man- 
ufacturers. 

Carmine estimated there would 
be 10,000,000 sets in American 
homes by the end of the year. 
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Coney Isle, Gotham's Spa, Ushe 
In Season With Lotsa New G 


By JO RANSON + 


Coney Island, peninsula of kasShe 
knishes, knublewurst, corn of hot} 
and pop variety, cotton candy and | 
Coney Island chicken, is looking | 
forward to a better than average 
summer provided it doesn’t rain 
and the polio scare of last year 
fails to return. 

City health department’s okay 
of major portion of island’s bath- 
ing waters for generally safe and 
“inviting” bathing should also 
prove a hypo to both outdoor and 
indoor biz at the onetime jitney 
spa. Only portion of Brooklyn 
beach not given green light was 
western tip including former 
swelegant but now down-at-heel 
Sea Gate. 

On the eomestible, game, ride 
and freakery front there is little 
new this season. Pastrami and 
pizza bonifaces insist the strand is 
still the cheapest and best antidote 
to summer boredom for the pa- 
triots. 

Not since the turbulent days of 
the World’s Fair has the island 
launched such a slam-bang promo- 
tion campaign. Coney’s Chamber 
of Commerce, headed by new 
prexy Stanley J. Reiben,’ hired 
Lester L. Wolff Associates to pre- 
sent series of free attractions four 
days a week throughout season, 
cost for this coming to about $10,- 
000. Wolff has promised island 
fiock of airplane races, roller skat- 
ing events, sundry amateur dance 
and beauty contests as well as the 
selection of “queen of the cover 

(Continued on page 17) 





Cantor’s Warm Welcome 
In First Israeli Visit 


Tel Aviv, June 13. 

Eddie Cantor was greeted on his 
arrival in Tel Aviv by a welcoming 
committee which included U. S. 
Ambassador James G. McDonald, 
government officials and represen- 
tatives of United Jewish Appeal. 
Cantor. who has been instrumental 
in raising large sums for Israel, 
headed a party which included his 
wife, Ida; Mac Kriendler, co- 
owner of Club 21, N. Y.; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Yoland Markson, who. 
like Cantor, have been instrumen- 


tal in raising funds for this 
country. 
Comedian, who plans to. stay 


about three weeks, has raised ap- 
proximately $10,000,000 during 
UJA. drives for Israel. It’s his first 
trip to thfi§ country. 


Yanks Crowd Paris 


Paris, June 13. 

The way show biz personalities 
are crowding Champs Elysees these 
days, Paris looks like a cross-sec- 
tion between Hollywood and New 
York. 

Here now are Hildegarde, Anna 
Sosenko. Elizabeth Taylor and her 
husband Conrad ‘Nick) Hilton, Jr.. 
Orson Welles, Elsa Maxwell, Do- 
Jjores Grey and her mother, Irving 
Berlin, Borrah Minevitch, Bob 
Tausig, Irving Tishman, Benny 
Goodman, Lily Pons and Andre 
Kostelanetz, Mac Kriendler, Edgar 
Bergen, Chester Conn, Edgar 
Kobak, Eddie Cantor, William S. 
Roach and Spyros Skouras. Abel 
Green editor of VARIETY, and his 
wife. planed back to the U. S. 
Monday (12) after a two-week Eu- 
ropean visit. 
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‘Bernadette’ Tops 


In Postwar Germany 
Washington, June 13. 


“Song of Bernadette” (20th) has | 
been by all odds the most popular 
and most successful film shown in | 


postwar Germany, according to the 


Information Bulletin issued by the | 


Office of U. S. High Commissioner 
for Germany. The 


ney’s “Snow White” as the second 
biggest smash and claims U. S. 
horse operas are doing very well 
among the smali fry, especially in 
the sticks. 

The Information Bulletin is pub- 
lished in Frankfurt, Germany, in 
the U. S. Zone. 


8 OF UNFRIENDLY 10’ 
IN LAST-DITCH FIGHT 


Washington, June 13. 





With John Howard Lawson and | 


Dalton Trumbo already behind 
bars serving sentence for contempt 
of Congress, speculation here is 
along two lines: 

Will the leadoff pair of the “Un- 
friendly 10” get their one-year sen- 
tences reduced? 

Will the other eight be able to 
sidestep the $1,000 fines and year 
in jail sentences meted out to Law- 
son and Trumbo? 

Regarding the second point, 
they admit in the prosecution staff 
that even if Albert Maltz, Alvah 
Bessie, Samuel Ornitz, Herbert J. 
Biberman, Edward Dmytryk, Ad- 
rian Scott, Ring Lardner, Jr., and 
Lester Cole fail to beat the rap, 
they can certainly stall it for 
months. The eight have signed 
stipulations binding themselves to 
stand or fall on the fate of Lawson 
and Trumbo. However, it is pointed 
ou that these stipulations cover 
only the trial court. They do not 
deprive the eight of the right of 
appeals to the circuit court and 
then to the Supreme Court. The 
Hollywooders, in three days of 
hearings commencing June 20, ex- 
pect to fight to the last ditch. 

Lawson and Trumbo were com- 
mitted Friday (9) following brief 
hearings at which they were given 


to understand that they were not | 
seeking curtail- | 


foreclosed from 
ment of their sentences after 60 
days. 
that they will get some of their 
time whittled off. ' 

Justice Edward Curran, who 
committed Lawson, said he would 
not rule immediately, pointing out 
that he was allowed 60 days to de- 
cide just how much of the full pun- 
ishment to mete out. 

Justice David A. Pine, who had 
Trumbo before him, sentenced the 
screenwriter immediately after re- 
jecting a plea for suspension of 
sentence. However, the judge said 
that after 60 days he was willing to 
hear further appeal by Trumbo for 
a reduction of sentence. 





Crisp Condition Good 
Ann Arbor, Mich., June 13. 
Film actor Donald Crisp was re- 
ported in “very good condition” in 
U. of Michigan hospital. His phy- | 
sician, Dr. Marvin Pollard, said 
Crisp was admitted for a compiete 
checkup “with no specific symp- 
toms.” 
Crisp is expected to be released 
in a few days. 
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WILL MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 

Variety, June 7, said 
Palace, New York 
“A bonafide headliner in Will Ma- 
honey. Mahoney's prattfalls, genial 
line of humor, tapping and terping 
continues as sheer enjoyment, Ile's 
one of the svlidest hits theatre has 
had since reviving stageshows. lIle’s 
on for more than the usual length 
but not a moment is wasted as far 
as the audience is concerned.’ —J ose 
Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Houston Records 


Ist TV Suicide 


Houston, June 13. 

Television cameras recorded 
their first suicide here Sunday 
night (11), when a Houston resi- 
dent shot himself in” KLEE-TV’s 
announcer’s booth during a pickup 
of the Houston-Dallas_ baseball 
game. Because the suicide was in 
full view of the cameras, coroner | 
Tom Mays, who was watching the | 
ball game on his home receiver, 
was able to turn in his verdict 
without going to the hospital or the 
police station. 

Man was identified as Sanford B. 
Twente. He made his way into the 
booth while announcer Dick Gott- | 
lieb was calling the play-by-play. 
Fans watching the game on their 
sets heard him say, “I’ve got some- 
thing to tell you,” with Gottlieb 
rejoining, “Not now—this mike is 

(Continued on page 73) 


ISRAELI SYMPH SET FOR 
60 U.S. DATES IN WINTER 


Serge Koussevitzky is slated to | 
arrive in N. Y. by plane from 
Europe this morning ‘(Wed.), to 
hold a press conference this after- | 
noon, when he will discuss the | 
U. S. tour of the Israel Philhar- | 
monic Orchestra next winter. The | 
former Boston Symphony Orches- 
tra maestro has been in Israel, 
where he guest-conducted the | 
Israeli symph group, and con-! 
ducted in London, Paris and Rome. 
Koussevitzky and Leonard Bern- 
stein will be guest conductors for 
Israeli symph’s VU. S. tour, doing 











‘the major part of the batoning. 
, with a few other maestris slated 


to conduct in their locales. 

Visit will be the first for the 
Israeli group, which was organized 
about 13 years ago by the late’ 
Huberman, and _  con- 


Toscanini. The orch, of almost 100 
men, will tour the U. S. from Jan. 
7 to March 20, with tour cities and | 


, dates to be announced today. The 


Sol Hurok office is setting up the 
tour, with the American Fund for 
Israel Institutions acting as spon- | 
sor. About 60 concerts have been | 
booked. Local managers or civic | 
groups will handie details of the 
concerts, with Hurok getting a flat 
fee in each city for the booking. 





Only for Americans 


Paris, June 13. 

Kay Thompson opened auspici- | 
ously at Les Ambassadeurs here | 
Monday (12) to an audience which | 
comprised many of the U. S. colony | 
and tourists. It was conceded, how- | 
ever, that the aet would be a risky 
proposition for strictly French, 
spots where her patter would not | 
be understood. Feeling is that the 
turn is “Too American—even for 
Parisians,” 

*The Bernard Bros., on the same 
bill, who have_ been working on 
the Continent for some time, 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Cripple Creek, June 10. 
It looked for a while as if the amoralists, who argue that motion 
pictures may be your best entertainment but have no effect otherwise, 
for good or evil, had a dreadful point in their favor in “The Men.” A 





++ 





picture that might well melt incumbent officeholders into human be- 


ings, especially in an election year, was having less effect than rain on 


a cold, dead moon. ‘ 
Timed jist right to produce a great kindness, it looked up to last 


‘week as if it would do nothing of the sort. Not even the President of 


the United States was moved by it to let the majority of its cast alone. 
Paraplegics, they asked to be allowed to continue living at Birmingham 
hospital, where the documentary action of “The Men” was photo- 
graphed. But some contractors’ errand boy among the Pentagonians, 
possibly pressured by a persistent 5%o-er, decided it would be good 
for the‘building biz to heave them out of the San Fernando Valley. 

Sweeping aside their protests, the military decreed to shoo the para- 
plegics off to Long Beach, tear down the present Birmingham struc- 
tures and build a $15,000,000 facility for another type of patient. Why? 
The temopary “unsafe” buildings which were sheltering them were 
bungalows, no worse than most of us live in. The cottages had an 
added advantage for the paraplegics in that it was easy for them to roll 
up and down the ramps and around the gardens. Many of them had 
reached the outpatient stage and had built homes for themselves around 
the hospital. These were constructed for men who can’t walk but can 
do many things for themselves around a house which has been made 
to cater to their limitations. 

Some of the cottages were for TB’s. These, too, were going to be 
heaved-to Long Beach—a community rich in smog, fog and industrial 
gasses—which is about as stupid a therapy as has been tried as a sub- 
stitution since fresh air and rest were prescribed as the best way to 
effect a pulmonary cure. 

At first it was planned to close Birmingham for good, but later it 
was decided to scrape the barrel and throw $15,000,000 into new build- 
ings there and use them for psychiatric cases. The idea of a straight 
line being the shortest distance between two points, meaning that the 
mental case could be moved direct to Long Beach while the paraplegics 
and TB’s stayed at Birmingham where they wanted to stay, never oc- 
curred to the boys in the Veterans Administration, who apparently 
think of invalids in terms of troop movements. 


Frances Langford’s Brushoff 


Most readers are familiar with Frances Langford’s pilgrimage from 
Hollywood to the northwest to make a personal pitch to President 
Truman to countermand the marching orders and how she got such a 
fast brushoff she thought she had been sideswiped by a flying saucer. 
It was a pressure deal, the Prez said, and he wouldn’t have any part of 
it. At what point in his amazing career he decided that a plea was 
pressure, or if it were pressure, what of it, I leave to the historians to 
discover. 

That he could stay in a deep freeze and refuse to meet a committee 
of three paraplegics who journeyed all the way from the San Fernando 
Valley to Washington, D. C.. remains as an added headshaker. His heart 
bleeds pretty easily for motheaten monarchists in the Balkans, but 
paralyzed GI's from California couldn't move him by so much as a 
millimeter. 

As Democratic county committee man from Hollywood I know some- 
thing about pressure, too. I also know something of hospitals, having 
survived the therapy of more than 30 of them in Europe and America. 
To a small degree I have suffered in the way the bunch at Birmingham 
have suffered. But even if I hadn't, | doubt if I would call a plea of 
a sick man to be let alone, “pressure.” Why, if it weren’t for the kind- 
ness a paraplegic showed the White House incumbent he wouldn't be 
there today. 

I dropped in several times to see the “The Men” in the making. At 
least 45 paraplegics were wheeling around as extras, bit players. and as 
technical advisers to Stanley Kramer, Fred Zinneman, Carl Foreman 
and George Glass of the picture’s production staff, and Marlon Brando 
and Teresa Wright, Everett Sloane, Jack Webb and Richard Erdman, 
the players. 

Except for the fact that they are dead from the hips down vou 
wouldn’t know there was anything the matter with the men in wheel- 
chairs, There wasn't either. 

Resent Pushing Around 


They like what they always liked and they never liked people who 
pushed other people around. Fighting that sort of roust on the inter- 
national level was what reduced them to where they were by 1950. 


Because he figured they might like a good action picture, even if 
they could never leap with delight again in this world, Stanley Kramer 
showed them ‘‘The Champion.” If they could have so much as lifted a 
foot, it could have been said that they got a great kick out of it. Sub- 
limation is what the psychoanalysts call this. 

Passing through the paraplegic section of the hospital, Kramer and 
Foreman saw a sign. It read: “Please God, give us the strength to do 
the impossible, but give us the courage to recognize what is really 
impossible. And, above all, give us the wisdom to distinguish be{ween 
them.” They thought it contained a basic thought for a powerful 
story, “inspiring and broad in scope,’ to quote George Glass, ‘and 


'entirely new in character.” 


I confess I don’t know what the slogan which inspired them means. 
I remember Napoleon when once told that something was impossible. he 
replied, “Impossible? Ce mot n'est pas francais!” Impossible? That 
word isn’t French. But it is. And it’s English, too. 

But these men seemingly understood it, went to work on it and built 
a great picture around it. They weren’t the first to touch the subject, 
however. Metro made a great short around paraplegics about a year 
ago. But Kramer and Foreman were the first to believe that vou 
could get a full-length motion picture out of men who could -not run 
for cover or shoot their way out of a chase. 


Their director proved in “The Search” that he couldn’t conceal his 
compassion for the less fortunate of the human race if he tried. To 
those in Hollywood who think compassion is not for men but for monks, 
I have nothing but compassion. Maybe they never heard “whatever 
you do to the least of these, my brethren, you do to me.” If so let 
them cater exclusively to contractors and die with them. 


Since I began these animadversions, the teletypes have announced 
that the pressure-proof Prez, thinking better of his faux pas, has ap- 
pointed a three-man committee to investigate the whole Birmingham 
roust. Maybe “The Men” moved him after all. His reversal, unfor- 
tunately, comes after the patients had been moved to Long Beach. By 
now they’re even dismantling the switchboard at Birmingham. 

By the time the committee reports that it would have been better to 
have left the patients where they were reasonably contented, another 
election will have come and this one will have gone, 

To those who think that the milk of human kindness is not very good 


_therapy either, I refer them to what Joe Cook (now dreadfully ill and 


in need of some loving kindness himself) said about eating cornflakes 
without milk. “It’s no ggod that way.” 

To them and all the ambulant Pentagonians, still able to parade 
around in their salad dressing and hand-tailored uniforms, I'm giving @ 


; friendly tip. Lay off thos row 1. seanat 
|wound up with a terrific reception. | R. , se for whom parades are over. Don't rous 


them around. It’s no good that Way. 


‘ ‘ ~2 
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GROSSES OFF BUT NET HOLDS UP 





Theatre Values Have Shown No Dip 
Despite TV, Other Fears—Goldenson 


By IRA WIT 


Theatre values have shown no 
disposition to slump from the post- 
war peak regardless of the dire 
fears that the flickeries are on their 
way out because of television and 
other factors. That’s the observa- 
tion of Leonard H. Goldenson, head 
of the big United Paramount 
chain, who has run across no great 
obstacles in finding purchasers at 
a solid price asked for those UP 
houses which must be disposed of 
to conform to the circuit’s anti- 
trust consent decree. 

Goldenson avers that there is a 
plenitude of would-be purchasers 
and no scare-off because of TV. 
The price, he declares, is holding 
well to that established early in 
the postwar era. As a result, UP 
has been able to go ahead with 
its liquidation program without tak- 
ing any sort of beating. 

Still pushing his program of end- 
ing partnership holdings under the 
decree, Goldenson concedes that 
the circuit will wind up with ap- 
proximately 650 houses if the pres- 
ent rate of acquisitions of 100% 


owned theatres continues. Past 
liquidations, he said, would indi- 
cate a 650 total when all the trans- 


actions are completed but “‘there’s 
no predicting how the other deals 
work out.” It would mean the ac- 
quisition of 150 houses in the 
breakup of the Interstate, Jeffer- 
son, Butterfield and Arkansas 
chains and others since the cir- 
cuit now operates 500 wholly-own- 
ed houses. 

While a general furore has been 
raised in various spots on the b.o. 
merits of single-feature against 

(Continued on page 6) 





Mexico’s Cantinflas 
Mav Debut in Anslo 
Lingo Film fer Col 


Mexico City, June 13. 

Cantinflas (Mario Moreno), Mex- 
ico’s top comic, may make his debut 
in an English-language pic later 
this year co-starred with Larry 
Parks. Columbia producer Sidney 
Buchman would produce the film 
here independently, in partnership 
with Moreno’s company, Posa 
Films. 

Deal, worked out by Moreno’s 
partners in Posa, Santiago Reachi 
and Jacques Gelman, provides for 
financing and worldwide distribu- 
tion by Columbia. Col handles 
Cantinflas’ Spanish-language films 
everywhere except in the U. S., 
and finances them. Buchman is 
now working on the ‘script, which 
calls for a Yank singer (to be 
played by Parks and with voice 
dubbed a la Jolson) to visit Mexico 
and run into Cantinflas. Idea is to 
provide a logical story for introing 
the Mex comic to U. S. ‘audiences 
and to cushion him with all the 
advantages of working on his na- 
tive heath, yet give him full Holly- 
wood production values. 

Cantinflas and his pards, as well 
as Col, have been anxious for him 
to do an English-language pic, but 


(Continued on page 17) 





Schary’s Case History 
Of Pic in Book Form 


Dore Schary, Metro production 
chief, has authored a new book, 
‘Case History of a Movie,” which 
will be published by Random 
House in August. It traces step-by- 
Step the production of Schary’s 
forthcoming “Next Voice You 
Hear,” from its original appear- 
ance as a short story in Cosmopoli- 
pr until it was finally put in the 

Random House topper Bennett 
Cerf is making extensive promo- 
tion tieups with Metro to coincide 
With release of the film. Aside 
from the exploitation angles, 
Schary was hot on the book idea 
ecause of his sentiment for the 
Pie, which he personally produced 
oe which was made on the lowest 
letro budget in years. It’s an un- 
oon Story, about “the voice of 

od” being neard on the radio. 





>? 





iof Independent 
| Producers will be asked to serve 





| 


Cushioned 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Aldo Da Re, former football 
star, who makes his film bow 
as a Villain in Columbia’s “The 
Hero,” is profiting on both 
sides of legal fence. 

In last Tuesday’s voting, the 
citizens of Crockett, Cal., 
elected him _ constable, at 
$4,000 a year. 


SIMPP Group To 
Serve in Test For 
Bank Financing 


A group of four or five “repre- | 
sentative members of the Society | 
Motion Picture | 


| 











as guinea pigs for the question- 
naire now being drawn up to de- 
termine ratio of profits made by 
indie productions over the past 10 
years. Results of the question- 
naire will determine whether 
Bankers Trust Co., N. Y., goes 
ahead with a plan to make $20,- 
000,000 in production financing 
available to indies. 

First step, according to Bankers 
Trust v.p. Daniel C. Hickson, is to” 
determine whether the producers 
will answer the questions. For that 
purpose, he and George Bagnall, 
who is coordinating the plan on the 
Coast, recently drew up a three- 
page list of queries of the type 
that would be sought in the larger 
survey. 

These questions will be pre- 
sented to four or five representa- 
tive indies chosen by Bagnall. If 
they agree that the interrogations 
are reasonable and proper and 
will answer them, the bank is pre- 
pared to go ahead with employ- 
ment of an outside research serv- 

(Continued on page 17) 


GILLHAM LEAVES 
SELZNICK, JOINS MCA 


Robert M. Gillham has resigned, 
effective the end of this week, as 
publicity-advertising chief for the 
Selznick Releasing Organization. 


He will join the Music Corp. of 
America in’ mid-July in an execu- 
tive capacity in New York. 

At MCA, Gillham will both 
handle the sale of talent and work 
on the creation of radio and TV 
shows. He has been with SRO for 
the past three years. Prior to that 
he was with the J. Walter Thomp-. 
son ad agency as v.p. in charge 
of TV and before that was pub-ad 
chief for Paramount for 13 years. 

Selznick, who has been severly 
trimming his staff on both coasts, 
is not expected to name a succes- 
sor to Gillham. SRO publicity, it 
is understood, will be handled as 
an account by an_ independent 
flackery. Announcement of the 
new setup is expected this week. 








Mason’s Counterclaim 
Vs. Korda on 50G Advance 


London, June 13. 
Seeking to nip a suit which 





ELM COMPANIES - 
PULL A SWITCH 





Latest financial reports by major 
‘companies are shadowing a new 
twist in the industry’s battle 
for black ink. In sharp contrast 
to previous years, net earnings are 
holding up far better in compari- 
son to prior performances while 
the gross take shows a continuing 
slide. Heretofore, it was the net 
that took the worse beating while 
grosses maintained themselves 
within a few percentage points. | 

Changed trend was evidenced | 
again this week when Warner Bros. | 
disclosed a half-year net of) 
$5,897,000, representing a _ gain! 
over the $5,624,000 corralled dur-' 
ing the comparative stretch of| 
1949. Fiscal period covered endea 
Feb. 25 in both instances. At the 


Still Expensive 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Sam Spiegel decided “The 
Cost of Living” was too irri- 
tating a title to hang on a film 
house marquee. 

So he changed it to some- 
thing more soothing: “The 
Cost of Loving.” 


Big Circuits Ride 
Bicycle in Split 














same time, Warriers’ gross fell to 
$64,800,000 from $68,520,000 racked 
up in the fiscal ’49 stanza. 
Warners’ performance follows 
similar returns from both Univer- | 
sal and Metro. 


From Code Bans 





For all practical purposes, the | 


| “persists.” 
For its first quar-| voluntary agreement of the big|tribs have trekked to Washington 


Dept. of Justice Exerts Pressure 
For Info on RKO-Loew's N.Y. Split 


+ 


vv 


Dept. of Justice is exerting in- 
creasing pressure to get its probe 
into booking conditions in the New 
York metropolitan area off the 
ground. In the face of balks reg- 
istered by several majors. that 
have been asked to forward info 
on the RKO-Loew’s split of prod- 
uct in Gotham, the Government is 
insisting on the dope in a series of 
letters sent to distribs. 

Government probe ranges from 
the 1946-47 season until February, 
1950. For each year, it has de- 
manded data on bookings of five 
out of the 10 top-grossing pix of 
each major. Info covers all first 
and second-run nabe houses in the 
city. 

Several of the majors have asked 
the Government why it wants the 
information. In response to these 
inquiries, D of J ha¥ answered that 
the probe has been launched to see 


| if the RKO-Loew’s split of product 


Number of lesser dis- 


ter of 50, U rang up a $12,924 net | affiliated chains to bar any film|in the past few months to gripe 
profit from a gross of $12,442,000.) from its houses unless it has a| against their booking problems in 
While the net was minor, it looms | Production Code Administration | N. Y. 


large against a loss of $717,535 in| seal has broken down. Giant | 


by Joseph Burstyn. “Bicycle” has | 
been booked in several hundred 
affiliate theatres despite its failure 
to win a seal from the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America after a hot 
battle. 

Up to several years ago, the 
| agreement among affiliates to lay 
off non-sealed pix carried with it 
a fine of $25,000 for any violation. 


(Continued on page 17) 


Schenck Seeking 
Delay on 20th Exit sorsrastai curd ait 


Joseph M. Schenck, 20th- Fox) boil, the companies dropped the 











studio exec, reportedly petitioned sagen Bg Bare Ramey it a - 
“ee” , y in restraint o 
the Dept. of Justice in Washington | trade. Since then there has been 
Monday (12) for permission to re-|a gentleman’s agreement to stay 
main with 20th another two years, | away from films sans seals. 
instead of resigning at the ex-| It has been Burstyn’s contention 
piration of his present contract | that such an understanding 
—. a . of J grant gw — breaches the trust laws. He has 
sumably be necessary if Schenc : 
is to remain with 20th, since he Hvontinved on geue 2) 
promised the Government when he mn 
recently bought a 50% interest in Red Pic Rep Sentenced 
Mike Naify’s Golden State circuit 
Chicago, June 13. 
Irwin Franklin, midwest rep for 








in California that he would sever 

relationships with 20th this sum- 
Artkino films, U. S. distrib of 
Soviet-made pix, was sentenced 


mer. 
Schenck, who planed back to the 
here yesterday (Mon.) to 18 months 
and one day in jail by Federal 


Coast yesterday (Tues.) after re- 
turning to the 20th homeoffice 

Judge Walter J. LaBuy. Court re- 
fused to fix bail for an appeal. 


from D.C., originally was believed 
Franklin had been convicted of 


to desire exiting 20th this year in 
order to devote his full: time to his 

imposturing citizenship and failing 
to register as an alien. 


theatre holdings. In addition to 
(Continued on page 73) 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Heat Wilts Trade; ‘Annie’ Pushes Up to Top Spot, 
‘Bride’ Strong Second; ‘Caged’ Takes Third 


Arrival of first hot weather in|and “Rock Island Trail” (Rep) 
many sections of,country is wilting | loom as best runner-up pictures. 
biz in most locations this week. New crop of films offers consid- 


scene. Only the very strc west | N. Y. Criterion this frame, is 
pictures are measuring up to ex- classed as fair in very laggard De- 
pectancy, net result being that only troit. “Night and City” (20th), 
the first three or four films are which obtained some fine reviews 
really boxoffice winners this round. after tee-off in N. Y., is barely okay 
Opening of “Annie Get Your)|at Roxy. “Sierra” (U) is spotty 
Gun” (M-G) is pushing that pic this stanza. 
up into top position, being uniform-| “The Lawless” (Par), due next 
ly strong to great in most locations. | into N. Y. Astor, is mostly fair on 
The big musical is rated great in| dates this week. “Good Humor” 
K. C., nice in Providence, strong| (Col) is modest in L. A. “The 
in Indianapolis, okay in Boston,|Gunfighter” (20th) ranges from 
huge in Philly, big in Buffalo, nice mild to husky currently. “Winches- 
in N: Y. and sock in Baltimore | ter °73” (U) is doing okay at N. Y. 
Although out in only fcur key , Paramount on initial date. “The 
cities covered by Variety this Torch” (EL) is classed as neat in 





Sir Alexander Korda has brought 
against him, actor James Mason 
has filed a counterclaim against | 
the producer. Latter wants a re- | 
fund of $50,000 he allegedly paid | 
the thesper under two film pacts 
which failed to materialize. 

Original agreement of 1947 
called for Mason to make two pic- 
tures annually over a two-year pe- 
riod. One was to be made in 
Europe, the other in Hollywood. 
In his counterclaim, the actor 
charges that he had no opportunity 
to work for Korda since no scripts 


/showing such strength it will be in one spot. 


stanza, “Father of Bride” (M-G) is L. A., being helped by a stageshow 
“So Young, So Bad” 
an easy second-place winner. Dis-| (UA), also new, is‘ doing fine in 
playing less boxoffice stability cur- Philly. “Skipper Surprises Wife” 
rently “Caged” (W-B), is rolling) (M-G) is fine in St. Louis, but 


lup enough to capture third place. so-so in Wash. 


(M-G), quite! “Foolish Heart” (RKO) is steady 
finishing in Providence. “Kettles to Town” 
/(U) is good in slow Minneapolis 


“Asphalt Jungle” V 
spotty this frame, is 
fourth. 

“Love That Brute” (20th), “Rob- and fine in Frisco. 


(RKO) and “No Man of Own” | “Comanche Territory” (U) shapes 
(Par) round out the top eight list | solid in Seattle. “Big Lift” (20th) 
in that order, though none is very is fair in Montreal. 

exciting this session. “Colt .45”| (Complete Boxoffice Reports on 





were offered him. 


\(WB), “Eagle and Hawk” (Par) | Pages 18-19.) 


a 


! 





Fact that trade was slowed by dis-|erable variety if little strength, | 
appointing session a week ago also | based on what they show this week. | 
is contributing to sluggish current “Woman on Pier 13” (RKO), into. 


“Kill the Um- | 
inson Story” (EL), “Secret Fury” | pire” (Col) looks trim in Toronto. 


i 


Understood that one of two al- 


the same three months of fiscal 49 killer in the case is “The Bicycle, ternative actions are being con- 
which ended Jan. 29. The big loss, Thief,” Italian-lingo pic released | sidered by the Government if it 


determines that the product split 
between the two major affiliates 


(Continued on page 17) 


Cincy Exhibs Mulling 
Price Cut, in Tie With 
Transit Co., to Up Biz 


Cincinnati, June 13. 
Owners of Cincinnati’s downtown 





| film theatres, in a move to hypo 


their currently slumping boxoffice, 
are mulling an idea suggested by 
the Cincy Transit Co. to lower 
their admission scales for custom- 
ers riding to the filmeries in street- 
cars and busses. 

Transit company execs 
been complaining of a slump in 
business equalled to that suffered 
by the theatres. With more people 
driving their own cars to ball- 
games, the beaches, drive-in the- 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Film Industry Urged to Redouble 


With the House Ways and Means* 


Committee expected at any time, 
fo report out a tax bill for con- 
sideration by the House, film 
dustry leaders 
week to redouble their efforts to, 
kill the 20% admission tax. Abram | 
F. Myers, chairman of the 


tax 
committee of the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations, in out- 
lining the current status of the tax 
fight, urged company presidents 
and distributor and exhibitor execs 
io continue telling their Congress- 
men that the industry “faces dis- 
aster” unless the b.o. levy is re- 
pealed. 

To date, Myers said, 197 mem- 
bers of the House and 31 senators 
favor repeal of the tax, while 149 
congressmen and 35 senators favor | 
a reduction of some kind. Rest are | 
either non-committal on the stand 
they will take, or else have not re- 
ported their stand. Noting the 
various actions that can be taken 
on the tax bill under Congressional 
procedure, Myers urged the indus- 
try leaders to stand by for any 
emergency, up to and including a 
potential Presidential ‘veto on 
bill providing substantial relief. 

Since the House presumably is 
settled on what action it will take, 
Myers advised the film execs to be- 
gin concentrating their fire on the 
Senate. “While there are fewer 
legislators to approach than in the 
House, we have got to channel a 
higher degree of public opinion 
io each member in the Senate,” 
he said. Our task in the Senate 
will be to persuade it to amend 
the probable House bill and go for 
the 20% repealer. The campaign 
to each senator must be personal, 
must be tailored to his particular 
situation and must have the per- 
suasive power which will win his 
sympathy and his vote for our dis- 
tressed industry.” 

Mvers urged each exhib to write 
or wire his senator explaining how 


his business has suffered drastic 
declines.” He added: “Tell him 
that the elimination of the 207 


iax, by taking the burden off the 
people's amusement, will help to- 
restore a healthy boxoffice. Cite 
figures to show that you are fight- 
ing with your back to the wall to 
save yvour business from going to 
snvash.”’ 


ENGINEERING AIDES FOR 
TOA ON FCC HEARINGS 


Theatre Owners of America has 
taken on the consulting engineer- 
ing firm of Jansky & Bailey to 
sid the exhib group in prepping its 
case before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Govern- 
ment agency plans hearings on the. 
question of exclusive channels for. 


large-screen theatre television. | 


Outfit has been retained on recom- 
mendation of Nathan Halpern and _ 


f 





Robert O'Brien, co-chairmen of | 
TOA’s special large-screen com- 
mittee. 


Engineering firm is needed on 
“crucial issues pertaining to tech- 
nical engineering matters,” accord- | 
ing to Gael Sullivan, TOA’s exec. 
director. It will work with Marcus | 
Cohn, exhib group’s TV counsel. | 
“TOA expects to develop the best | 
possible case and establish clearly 
that theatre television is entitled 
air channels in the public interest, 
convenience and necessity,” Sulli- 
van said. 

Firm, headed by C. M,. Jansky, 
Jr. and Stuart L. Bailey, has ap- 
peared frequently before the FCC 
in the past 20 years. It has been 
experting on frequency allocation 
problems and general video and 
radio system engineering studies. 





20th-Fex Hires Washer 
For Indie Ballyhoo 


Ben Washer has been named by 
Charles Einfeld, 20th-Fox pub-ad 
chief, to handle special publicity 
and exploitation on “Broken Ar- 
row.” James Stewart starrer is to 
be released Aug, 18. 

Washer is handling the job on 
an independent basis out of his own 
office in New York. He is former 
publicity chief for Samuel Goldwyn 
Productions and Paramount. 

It is understood that Einfeld is 
planning to give special publicity- 
exploitation contracts to indie p.a.s 
©n a number of pix in the future, 


} 
in 
were urged this! 


‘ACAD UNANIMOUSLY - 


| RE-ELECTS BRACKETT 


Efforts to Kill 20%, Admish Tax 


Hollywood, June 13. — 
Charles Brackett was re-elected 
president of the Academy of Mo- 


tion Picture Arts and Sciences by 





Jersey Allied’s Conv. 


Sizable turnout of industryites 
will put in an appearance at the 
annual convention of New Jersey 
Allied tomorrow (Thurs.) through 
Saturday in Atlantic City. Speak- 
ers slated during the three-day af- 
fair will include Trueman Rem- 
busch, National Allied prexy, and 
Abram F. Myers, general counsel. 
Also taking to the platform will be 
Harold Lasser, Dept. of Justice 
attorney; Jonas Rosenfeld (20th- 
Fox); Mel Gold (National Screen 
Service); Mike Simons (Metro); 
Leon Bamberger (RKO); and 
Arthur Greenblatt 
ductions). 

Richard Hodgson, 
exec, will lecture on “Theatre 
Television Today.” Par thesper 
Gloria Swanson is booked to at- 
tend the Jerseyite’s annual ban- 
quet. 


MPAA to OK Code 
Nixing Ballyhoo Of 


Star Misconduct 


Change in the industry's adver- 


Paramount 





tising code, to outlaw exploitation 
the misconduct of is ex- 
pected to get the okay of the Mo- 


of stars, 


tion Picture Assn. of America 
board next week. Directors will 
gather in New York at that time 


for their second quarterly meeting, 
with the ad code revisions heading 
the order of business. 

Wording of the new clause to be 
added to the code and the change 


in the regulations have not been 
fully worked out yet, MPAA v.p. 
Francis Harmon. said yesterday 


(Tuesday). He explained that the 
MPAA’s advertising advisory coun- 
cil had devised the new clause, 
which was being gone over by law- 
vers prior to submission to the 
company prexies, who comprise 
the board. 

Since the company toppers have 
already indicated their intent of 
approving the changes, their vote 
of approval next week is expected 
to be little more than a formality. 
New clause grows out of criticism 
of the industry by U. S. Senator 
Edwin C. Johnson in Congress a 
few months ago. At a meeting 
with. him, the company prexies 
promised that the revisions of the 


code would be made to prevent | 


capitalization in advertising and 
publicity on the headlines provid- 
ed by misconduct of stars or other 
film personnel. Johnson, on that 
basis, withdrew his demand for a 
federal licensing bill for film peo- 
ple. 

Johnson was primarily disturbed 
over the advertising by RKO for 
the Ingrid Bergman-Roberto Ros- 
Sellini film “Stromboli.” 


U.S. Biz in Japan Up 
50%; MPEA Asks Hike 


In Dollar Conversion 


Tokyo, June 13. 

Business of American film com- 
panies in Japan is up 50° this 
year over last. That is one of the 
bases, it was learned this week, on 
which Irving A. Maas, v.p. and gen- 
eral manager of the Motion Picture 
Export Assn., is here asking for an 
increase in the amount of coin the 
Yanks can convert into dollars. 

U. S. distrib earnings available 
for potential conversion after de- 
duction of expenses amounted to 
about $3.200,000 last vear. Equiva- 
lent figure is running to about $4,- 
800,000 currently. 

Yanks are permitted, under 
U. S. Army allotment that expires 
June 30, to convert $1,600,000 of 
their blocked yen. That’s just about 
90°° of their earnings. With the 
higher rate of earnings currently, 
they want more than the $1,600,000. 

Maas has been in Japan for the 
past month endeavoring to set a 
new deal for conversion. It is ex- 
pected that arrangement will not 
be complete before June 30 and 
that there: will be a “gentleman’s 
agreement” that the new deal will 
, be retroactive, 





(Lippert Pro- | 


|a unanimous vote of the new board 
_of governors. 


| Other officers elected were: 


George Murphy, first veepee; Dore | 


Schary, second veepee; Johnny 
Green, secretary; Anne Baxter, as- 
sistant secretary; 
assistant treasurer, and ‘G. Carle- 
ton Hunt, assistant treasurer. 


SRO Will Handle 
UA Pix in Mexico 


Mexico City, June 13. 

Selznick Releasing Organization 
will handle physical distribution 
and serve in a semi-advisory ¢Ca- 
| pacity on selling of United Artists 
pictures in Mexico. This results 
from a deal UA has recently com- 
pleted for outright sale for five 
years of distribution rights on 12 
of its pix to a new firm here. 

New outfit is Pelliculas Selectas, 
S. A., in which Alan M. Rudolph, 





Simon Goldschlag and _ Rodolfo 
Lowenthal are partners. Selectas 
made the physical handling deal 


with Alfredo Holguin, SRO’s Cen- 
tral American sales chief, who will 
also provide whatever advisory 
service is necessary on selling. Deal 
gives SRO a percentage. 

New arrangement serves to clar- 
ify slightly the confused situation 
‘here regarding UA product. Much 
of it is still being handled by the 
film workers union (‘(Sindicato de 
Trebajadores de la Industria Cine- 
matografica, Seccion No. 1), which 
took over the prints when UA 
closed its office here a couple years 
ago. . 

Under Mexican law, U.A. owed the 
union 250,000 pesos (about $55,000 
at the then current rate of ex- 
change) in dismissal pay and pen- 

‘Continued on page 31) 


REINER IN NY. TO SET 
DOS FOREIGN FILMS 


Manny Reiner, who has been on 
a four-month tour of Latin 
America for the Selznick Releasing 
Organization, returned to New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) to head 





up a new SRO sales division for | 


the handling of foreign-language 
product in the U.S. David O. 
_ Selznick, during the stay in Europe 
from which he returned to New 
York last week, acquired a group 
of Italian and French films which 
Reiner will handle. 

Selznick is planning to head for 


the Coast in about a week. He'll | 


| be returning to Europe by about 
mid-August for new shooting on 
“Gone to Earth,” which he co- 
produced with Sir Alexander 
Korda, and to attend the Venice 
Film Festival in September. He 
wants to be on hand for the pre- 
sentation of the “Golden Laurel” 


award which he is donating for the | 


| film that does most to foster under- 
standing among the democratic 
people of the world. 

Producer has been considering 
in New York purchase of several 
|story properties, to add to John 
| Hersey’s “The Wall” and others he 


recently acquired. Still under 
serious consideration, it is under- 
stood, is Ernest Hemingway's | 


|“Across the River and Into the 
| Trees.” 

| Reiner, during his stay in Latin 
| America, set up sales of a number 
of SRO pix. He was last in Mexico 
where with Central American 


‘supervisor Alfredo Holguin he ar- | 


ranged a September day-and-date 
preem in two Mexico City houses 
of “The Third Man.” 


| Atlanta Transit Strike 





| Hits Downtown Theatres’ 


Atlanta, June 13. 


third week, has downtown theatre- 
owners moaning. Nabe houses and 
drive-ins are doing okay. 

Striking drivers of trolley bus- 


ses are asking for an 8c per hour | 


increase. Georgia Power Co., 


Which operates system, adamantly 


refuses to pay or arbitrate. 

| Some 300,000 Atlantans ride 
busses daily and are getting mad- 
der and madder as each day goes 
by. Business generally is suffer- 
| ing. 


Fred Metzler, | 


Transit strike, now well into its | 


Wall Streeter Baird Into Film Biz On 
~ ELC Board, Repping Outside Capital 





Press Besieges Bing 


Because of newspaper pressure 
for interviews with Bing Crosby 
when he docks in New York today 
(Wed.) 
Paramount has arranged a press 
conference aboard the Queen Eliza- 
beth. Actor will remain in Gotham 
for three days, then entrain for the 
Coast. 

While here Crosby will huddle 
with Par h.o. staffers on plans for 
“Mr. Music,” his next Paramount 
release. 


WB, Metro, 20th 
Fail to Act On 


Govt. Decision 


No move has yet been taken by 
Warner Bros., Metro and 20th-Fox 
the U. S. 
Supreme Court’s cecision uphold- 





for a reargument of 
ing divorcement and _ divestiture 
within three years. All three com- 
panies must move before Tuesday 
(20) for a rehearing since the time 
permitted for that action is 15 
davs. Indications are that 20th 
and Metro will take the step but 
that Warners may forego it in 
view of its already-drafted consent 
decree, which is waiting favorable 


Treasury Dept. action on tax 
questions. 
Warners has been advised by 


that the tax posers pre- 
under the decree are both 
highly complicated and unprece- 
dented. The decree itself is com- 
pletely drawn thereby eliminating 
any need tor further talks with 
the Government. Regardless of 
the Supreme Court decision, both 
sides intend to stand by its terms. 

As for 20th, it has taken no fur- 
ther action towards settlement in 
the week just ended. While the 
company’s legalites are studying 
the chances of winning a rehear- 
ing, talks with the Government 
have been suspended. Company 


(Continued on page 32) 


Wallis Suit Vs. Rossen 


On Megging Deal May 
Halt ‘Bulls’ Release 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Wallis-Hazen Producing Co. filed 
suittor a temporary injunction re- 
straining Columbia and Robert Ros- 
sen from releasing “The Brave 
Bulls“ Action, asking no monetary 
damages, is explained as a means 
of forcing Rossen to fulfill a direc- 


Treasury 
sented 





from his European trip, | 


tor deal he is said to have had with 


Hal Wallis. 


a contract to direct a film for Wal- 


Plaintiff declares Rossen signed | 


_lis-Hazen on completion of “All the | 


King’s Men.” Instead, the com- 
plaint says, he went to work on 
i“The Brave Bulls,” which 
,in” production, 
| lease. 


for Columbia 





| 


N. Y. to Europe 


Thomas Brockman 
Efaine Carrington 
Ben Goetz 

Oliver Hardy 

Kurt Hellmer 
William Kapell 
Ruth Matteson 
Patricia Orsatti 
Nat Pendleten 
Barbara Perry 
Kathleen Ryan 
Elisabeth Schumann 
Earl Wilson 


Europe to N. Y. 


Pier Angeli 

irving Berlin 

Steve Broidy 
Chandler Cowles 
Bing Crosby 

Roy Disney 
Mischa Elman 
John Ericson 

Abel Green 

Oscar Hammerstein, II 
Serge Koussevitzky 
Richard Rodgers 
Eugen Sharin 
Maggie Teyte 
Jerry Whyte 


| 
| 
| 


is still | 
re- | 


| Eagle 


+ New figure appears on the film 


scene with the entry of David 


| Baird, Wall street investment bank- 


er, as a member of the board of 
Lion Classics, distrib 
Jaunched this week through a 
merger of Eagle Lion and Film 
Classics. Baird takes his seat on 
the board along with Dr. Wilhelm 
Zwillinger to represent the new 
eapital planked out to get the com- 
pany started. Baird, who has never 
been active in the industry before, 
is one of the chief new investors 
in ELC. 

Under a formula laid down in 
the course of the merger, outside 
capital gets two seats, FC another 
two, while Pathe Industries, EL’s 
parent company, has the right to 
name four directors. Two Pathe 
reps definitely tabbed for director 
notches are William C. MacMillen, 
ELC prez, and Robert Purcell, 


board chairman of Pathe. One FC 


exec sitting on the board will be 


Joseph Bernhard, who has been 
tagged as chairman under the 
terms of the deal. 

ELC kicked off Monday (12) 
after several days of uncertainty 
in which the entire merger was 


in danger of folding. Meshing of 
the two sales forces was suspended 
during this period while MacMil- 
len, Bernhard and reps of the 
banks involved went into a series 
of huddles. Agreement saving the 
(Continued on page 73) 


PAR BOARD RE-ELECTS 
BALABAN AS C0. PREZ 


Balaban was again 
elected prexy of Paramount for 
the next 12 months at a board 
meet held by the company last 
week shortly before Par’s topper 
took off for the Coast to attend the 
annual convention at the studio. 
Besides Balaban, board renamed 
all incumbent officers including 
Adolph Zukor as board chairman; 
Alfred W. Schwalberg, Paul Rai- 
bourn and Y. Frank Freeman as 
veepees; Austin C. Keough, secre- 
tary, and Fred Mohrhardt, treas- 
urer. 

Board took action shortly after 





Barney 


its own reelection was assured 
during the stockholder meet last 
week. Directors also continued 


the policy of voting regular 50c 
quarterly dividends on outstanding 
common stock. New melon will 
be divided June 30 among stock- 
holders of record June 19. 

In naming Balaban, board acted 
on a three-year option to his serv- 
ices which the topper granted the 
company as part of the settlement 
last year of a minority stockhold- 
ers’ action, 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Tom Alfred 
Lex Barker. 
Robert Buckner 
Jack Cohn 
Robert Condon 
Jack Cummings 
Ann Daggett 
Nancy Davis 
Faith Domergue 
Hope Emerson 
Maury Foladare 
Tamara Geva 
Bill Grady 
Karl] Herzog 
Cornwall (Corny) Jackson 
Joseph Justman 
Natalie Kalmus 
Angela Lansbury 
Rutus Le Maire 
Perry Lieber 
Joseph McConville 
Don Mersereau 
Abe Montague 
Jack Paar 
Gail Patrick 
Boris Petroff 
Harry Popkin 
Mark Robson 
Abe Schneider 
Sam Schneider 
Barbara Ann Scott 
Sam Spiegel 
Nate Spingold 
Norman Stewart 
Bernard Vorhaus 
Charles Walters 
Major Albert Warner 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edward L. Bernays 
Frank de Kova 
Jack Dunnings 

Al Inman 

Irene M. Selznick 
Douglas Shearer 
Mary Wharton 
Collier Young 
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H’WOOD LABOR NIXES BRIT. PLAN 


Balaban, Stressing Cost-Cutting, Sees | IN IONS AS KEY 


Few Pix Outgrossing $2,000,000 in ’50 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Barney Balaban, Paramount’s 
prez, yesterday (12) gave his com- 
pany’s studio convention a sendoff 


with a sharp warning that costs | 
must be brought further under con- | 


trol te meet the changed situation 
in the industry. Balaban cited the 
difference in today’s costs, mar- 
kets, competition, public tastes, 
methods of distribution, integra- 
tion of production and exhibition 
and the falling overseas revenues 
as changing the industry beyond 
recognition. 

To spike his warning, Par’s top- 
per declared that his statistical de- 
partment estimates the 50 top pix 
in 1946 had grosses ranging from 
$2,400,000 to $9,000,000. Against 
this, the 50 high-grosses in 1950 
will turn in domestic revenues rang- 
ing from $1,500,000 to $5,000,000. 
“Furthermore, the current outlook 
indicates that very few of the A 
pictures released this year will 
gross domestic in excess of $2,000,- 
000,” Balaban said. 

“The standards of the past be- 
long to another world,” Par skip- 
per said flatly. “The only thinking 
and planning that will produce re- 
sults under present conditions are 
those based on the realities of the 
future. If a producer proposes a 
picture to be made for $1,300,000 
and considers that he’s doing 
good job merely bceause a similar 
one was produced six months ago 

(Continued on page 31) 


U Sells First Runs To 


Drive-ins, Subsequents 
After Butterfield Snag 


Detroit, June 13. 
Unable to come to terms with the 





big Butterfield circuit, Universal is | 


selling its latest releases first-run 
to drive-ins and acceptable subse- 
quent-run houses in nine key Mich- 
igan cities. Some six or seven ozon- 
ers will take a first-run crack at the 
product, balance going to conven- 
tional houses available as competi- 
tors of Butterfield. Group of 10 


pix are getting the unorthodox|™ent. Whether it comes off hinges | 


treatment. 

While U is selling away from 
Butterfield, no feud or name-call- 
ing is involved. Major expects to 
renew talks with the circuit on fu- 
ture product. However, rentals on 


the 10 films offered by Butterfield Fr 


were unacceptable to U. 

Wherever a conventional subse- 
quent-run house was availabie, U 
first held talks with these theatres. 
Cities in which U has now booked 
its product away from Butterfield 
are Ann Arbor, Kalamazoo, Muske- 
gon, Pontiac, Saginaw, Flint, Hub- 
bard Lake, Jackson and Lansing. 

U will give the ozoners and sub- 
sequent-runs regular expleitation 
Support on first-runs, 


In one previous instance, U 


turned to drive-ins when it could | 
not reach terms with a regular cir- | 
: That was in the case of Flor- | 
ida States chain for a number of. 


cuit. 


years. Distrib, however, has re- 
new ed deals with this Paramount 
affiliate recently. 


P-T Cutting Fieldmen 
In for 10°, ‘Lawless’ Take 


Pine-Thomas disclosed that 10° 
of expected $1,000,000 profit” on 
their “Lawless” has been earmarked 
for equal division among 240-odd 
members of Paramount’s field sales 
organization. 


“In selecting ‘Lawless,’ ” P-T said, 





“ a " ° | 
we purposely chose a picture on | 
profit potential is ex- 


Which the 
Ceedingly high. We brought this 
One in at a cost that will permit cs 
all to make a substantial profit.” 
Film, Which has shown strong box- 
Office strength in initial key runs, 
Was brought in for negative cost of 
around $435,000. Melon of $100,- 
000 to Paramount Sales group 
would represent a tidy individual 
total distributed over a period of 
aire to four years. Deal also gives 
zs dmen participation in profits 
om foreign distribution, 


‘it was learned this week, was an 
4’ offer by the British to guarantee 


ss 
v 





| 
. ’ | With the attitude of Hollywood 
Re-Release Hoppy Ss ilabor believed likely to be the de- 


Vid-Saturated Oaters ‘termining factor, insiders this week 
Los Angeles, June 13 | opined that the American industry 


Lippert Productions is re-releas- | WOuld not accept the terms of the 


ing 24 old Hopalong Cassidy oaters feh at the recent London confer- 


ake adv: é ; ‘re | ° " 
ceebbie adios eeeanaite pag lence. Coast guilds and crafts are 
| - 4 ° las . “ * ‘ \ - 
tire grovp is now |lined up solidly against the bonus 


jtry and is also available in 16m 


size for home showing. : tii 
Lippert acquired the films ad fo ai State Dept. to be over 
}eral years ago through a deal with Thus nixing of the plan is an- 


| Harry Sherman and reissued them | ,, .; : ; 
lin 1946. 1947 and 1948. Deal gave | icipated despite agreement that 


lthe financial aspects of the deal are | 


the company motion picture rights 


only more favorable for the U. S. in- 


| dustry than the two-year pact 
lwhich was to have expired last 
| midnight 
jing continued in force “for a rea- 
isonable time,” pending the working 
lout of a new agreement. 

| Contributing to the almost cer- 
tain disapproval of the new Brit- 
ish offer is a split among the major 
| companies. Likewise, it is almost 
| positive that the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 





| 


‘Unit Rule’ Nix By 


| 


Yanks as British 
Price in Pic Pact 


Significant sidelight to the recent 
| Anglo-U.S. film pact negotiations, 





G. Arnall and James A. Mulvey, 
who repped SIMPP at the recent 
| London talks, both expressed them- 
\selves against the deal at a meeting 
of the society’s eastern distribu- 
tion committee in New York last 
| week, 





|that there would be no new ad- 
| verse regulations concerning Yank 
| pix if the Americans agree to re- | 
'scind the “unit rule.” Latter, which 


To Review Negotiations 
Refusal to accept the British 





TO TURNDOWN 


(June 13). Latter is oe 


will nix the proposal. Prexy Ellis | 
| greatly-improved 





{ 


Balaban & Katz Files Chi Application 


~ To Weaken Rules on Jackson Park 





|Baxter Quits ‘Sake,’ 


| 20th Sets Blondell 


} 


new film pact offered by the Brit- | 


 cshuslcta onion ee appearing ON |) production scheme of the Brit-| which wound up last week. 
|television sets throughout the coun- lish and are expected to exert too | wanted a rest. 


{much pressure on American dis-| 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Anne Baxter bowed out as femme 
lead opposite Clifton Webb in 20th- 
Fox’s “For Heaven’s Sake” due to 
heavy schedule on “All About Eve,” 
She 


Studio, meanwhile, inked Joan 
Blondell for another top role in 


| “Sake,” marking her first Holly- 


' 


| 








wood assignment stnce Columbia’s 
“Corpse Came C.O.D.” in 1949, 


U Seeks to Hike 
Production Credit 
To $10,000,000 


Taking advantage of 
profits 





its now 
position, 


| Universal has opened negotiations 


|'with three banks to expand 


its 


irevolving production loan for the 


| its 


rext few years. Company is asking 
that it be given a credit of ap- 
proximately $10,009,000 in place of 
current loan of $6,000,000. 


| Terms of the new credit would be 


| was put into effect a couple years 
| ago, prohibits the playing of a U.S. 
feature on a double bill with a Brit- 
| ish pic. 

| The “unit rule” has been a prime 
headache to the English and 
_they’ve tried every possible way to 
|get the American distribs to relax 
it. Only one that has is 20th-Fox. 
Unit plan was designed to prevent 
_the British from playing a strong- 
| drawing U.S. pie as second feature 
|at flat rental to some poor English 
| film that was accounting for no b.o. 
| but was getting top terms. 

| Relaxation of the unit plan is 
'tied in with the general negotia- 
‘tions on a new Anglo-U, S. agree- 





{on the overall deal. 

| Good possibility is seen, how- 
/ever, that the unit plan may be 
‘rescinded for two reasons. First is 
ithat with the new 30° quota that 
‘becomes effective next Oct. 1 the 
‘rule loses some of the importance 
t had when the quota was 45°%. 
| It would no longer be necessary for 


| terms, which were said to have closely similar to those obtained on 
‘been handed chief negotiators |its previous banking arrangement. 
'Arnall and Eric Johnston on a vir- | U’s management is acting at the 
tual “take-it-or-leave-it” basis, will | Present time because of its favor- 
mean a return trip to London, pos-| able position rather than any im- 
sibly at the end of this month, to |mediate need for additional financ- 
renew negotiations. In any event, |ing. While the company’s second- 
it would be necessary for reps of quarter net has yet to be an- 
the U. S. industry to go back, since | nounced, it is understood that U 
there are many points to be clari-| has garnered profits in the neigh- 
fied with the British even if the |borhood of $200,000. This take com- 
new propusal were accepted. pares to a loss of $465,242 regis- 
In back of the minds of some of |tered during the first half-year of 
|the negotiators is a thought of nix- | fiscal 1949. Half-year stretch ended 

jing the recent offer, allowing a|April 30. — : 
“reasonable” time to pass and then| _ Current dickerings are being car- 
‘demanding a return to the “status |Tied out with three banks headed 
|quo ante”’—the period before the | by the First National Bank of Bos- 
‘expiring 1948 agreement. There /|ton, in which Serge Semenenko 
were no restrictions then (after the |18 exec veepee. Reportedly, the 
(Continued on page 31) company is now close to the inking 

stage on the expanded credit. 


Exec Producers’ sii’ 3 aetna 2 





the past six months, both profit- 
wise and on the gross take Total 
revenues for its pix are up some 
20% over the comparative period 
last year At the same time, U has 


Nomadic Lives 


Hollywood, June 13. 


| Hollywood product to take second- 
'feature classification in order to 
get any playing time at all. 





trimmed the costs of its pix to con- 
form with the current market, 
thereby parlaying its gains. 





Strategy behind the move to'§ 


. Chicago, June 13. 


| Application to weaken the strict 
Jackson Park rules governing film 
|playing in Chicago, to the point 
|where they will no longer be po- 
jtent, was filed here yesterday 
| (Mon.) by Balaban & Katz. Circuit 
wapts the sting drawn from the 
decree by an order lifting the cur- 
rent two-week ceiling on Loop runs 
'and the allowance of reasonable 


|clearances between first and subse-. 


|quent runs. 


| Federal Judge Michael Igoe, who 
|laid down the original rules, will 
pass on the plea during the fall 
term. No specific date for a hear- 
ing has been set. Thomas McCon- 
nell, JP’s attorney, is expected to 
oppose the B&K application bit- 
terly. 

Basis of the plea is a claim that 
ithe Chi situation has changed dras- 
| tically since Judge Igoe first made 
his ruling. On this score, circuit 
|points out that distribs have re- 
;vamped their selling methods in 
'the past couple of years. Because 
product now is sold on competitive 
bid method rather than negotia- 
tions, B&K is badly cramped in its 
|offers for Loop product by the two- 
|week ceiling. 
| As a consequence, application de- 
clares, circuit has been forced to 
book reissues and inferior pix to 
keep its five Loop howses going. 
Two-week limit was imposed when 
the court. found the Loop was aci- 
ing as a bottleneck on product. 
Now, B&K notes, the reverse is oc- 
curring and there is not enough 


(Continued on page 32) 








Powell or Pressburger 


| Duein U.S. This Summer 
For Selznick Confabs 


Either Michael Powell or Emeric 
Pressburger, who produced ‘Gone 
ito Earth” in England under the 
banner of Sir Alexander Korda 
and David O. Selznick, is expected 
in Hollywood this summer to 
confab with DOS on shooting of 
additional sequences for the Jen- 
nifer Jones-starrer. 


Print of the pic is being for- 
warded by Korda to Selznick on 
the Coast within a few weeks. 
American producer will preview if 
there and determine on the extent 
of new shooting, which he’ll discuss 
; with Powell or Pressburger. Lens- 
ing is expected to take place in 
London about mid-August. 

Additional shooting on the pic 
has been part of a controversy 








Secondly, the British guarantees 
that no new adverse rulings con- 
leerning U. S. pix will be passed 
|is considered of value. In the past, 
ideals with the British have been 
followed almost immediately by 
| new regulations that have virtually 


In most industries an executive 
is a guy with a steady job, but not 
in the film business. Executive 


_producers in Hollywood have led 


nomadic lives during the last 20 
years, particularly at RKO where: 
the front office door has resembled 


|12 months hence, U toppers want 


boost its bank credits is the idea 
of copping favorable terms as a 


| between Korda and Selznick re- 
cently arbitrated by former Secre- 
good risk. Since there is no pre-|tary of War Robert P. Patterson. 
dicting general industry conditions |He decreed that Korda must pay 
|50% of the cost of shooting three 
additional sequences which Selz- 
nick wanted, but that DOS must 


to avoid the possibility of hardship 


nullified any gains made during 
(Continued on page 31) 


Chi Co. ‘More Cautious’ 
But Upping Pic Investing 


Chicago, June 13. 

The Walter Heller Co., Chi in | 
'vestment firm which last week de- 
clared a 10° stock dividend, is 
cautiously but steadily increasing 
amount of coin it's sinking into. 
indie film ventures. This was dis- 
closed last week by M. A. Gordon, 


yp. i arge of fil art- | : 
Pe ee ae See. Se ae | ducers in two decades. 


became RKO with 
Baron as top executive. 
His successors were 
Cooper, Sam Briskin, Pandro Ber- 
'man, David O. Selznick. Joe Nolan, 
J. R. McDonough, Harry Edington, 





Sid Rogell and Sam 
Bischoff, the current production 
chief who is functioning under 
supervision of the 
Howard Hughes. 
Runnerup in the executive fluid- 
ity tournament is . Paramount, 
which has had eight executive pro- 
They in- 


Schary, 





ag asked if the present Clude Ben Schulberg, Emanuel | 
4 ian ; : - way Cohen, Ernst Lubitsch, Henry 

W ’ 
fre weer oe ee oe | Herzbrun, Watterson Rothacker, 


affecting the rate of investment 
by the firm, said it was simply mak- 
ing the company more cautious and 
conservative in its investments, but 
‘that the firm was increasing its 
‘rate of film investment in spite of 
ithe slump. 

| He pointed out that the firm is 
i“gravely concerned” over present 
‘conditions in the industry, but said 
‘that with “careful watching of 
costs,” film financing is bringing | 
|profitable returns. Gordon would | 
not divulge the total amount of | 
|coin the concern has invested, nor Metro, 
| would he give the rate of increase 
jin investment. 


Buddy De Sylva, Y. Frank Freeman 
and Henry Ginsberg. 

Charles Rogers, Cliff Work, Leo 
Spitz and William Goetz have been 
toppers at Universal since the late 


ago. 
On the other side of the picture 


Warners 


a subway turnstile ever since FBO | 
William Le 


vrerian GOldwyn’s Rank Tie 


| Joe Breen, Charles Koerner, Dore | 


Carl Laemmle sold out 15 years— 


| financing in the future. 





| On 2 British Films 


London, June 13. 
| The two films which Samuel 
Goldwyn said yesterday (Monday) 
he'd produce here are expected to 


, be made 


superchief, | Arthur Rank. Setup will be sir ilar | 
, to that of other co-production deals | 


,in which the U. S. producer wili 
get American hemisphere rights 
and the British the rest of the 
world. 

| Goldwyn had been in negotiation 
with Rank on the two films for 
| several months prior to his arrival 
|in England yesterday. He'll huddle 
| with the British film topper on the 
project during the week and will 
weekend with him at Rank’s coun- 
‘try estate. 

In making the announcement of 
‘the two pix at a press conference 
‘yesterday, Goldwyn emphasized 


is 20th-Fox, which has had only ‘that he wasn’t planning the films 
two studio chiefs in 20 years, Win- | “to please the British, but because 
field Sheehan and Darryl F.'the 
Zanuck. The only steady jobs over backgrounds.” 
the period of two decades are at | 
and Columbia, | have been touring Europe for the \(Tues.) quit the Odeon board. He 


subjects demanded British 


Goldwyn and his wife, Frances, 


where Louis B. Maver, Jack L.| past six weeks, They are due back 
Warner and Harry Cohn hold forth. lin New York July 6. 


in cooperation with J. | 


pay fully for anything beyond that. 
Three sequences, it is estimated, 
will cost about $35,000. 

Money in escrow in England 
from distribution of Selznick’s 
“Paradine Case” by Korda’s British 
Lion, and in escrow in the U. S. 
from distribution by Selznick Re- 
leasing Organization of the Selz- 
| nick-Korda “Third Man,” has been 
released. This was tied up pending 
'Patterson’s decision. 


Odeon Theatres Won't 
Meet Preferred Divvy 


London, June 13. 
Odeon Theatres, Ltd., top firm in 
J. Arthur Rank’s film holdings, 
will be unable to meet its preferred 
‘dividend for the year ending June 
30 because profits are inadequate. 








| However, bank indebtedness has 
| been pared by $5,600,000 over the 
| past year, 

| Because of the complicated 


is impossible to issue an interim 
financial statzment, but a final 
report is expected early in Septem- 
ber. Meanwhile, F. S. Bates today 


[is impos of the Odeon group. it 


was succeeded by Sir Michael 
Balcon. 


ye 
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Distribs, Exhibs Pass the Buck On 


Who's to Pay for Video Trailers ae 


Use of special television trailers * 


to plug film product has hit an 


“Alphonse and Gaston” snag. Dis- | 
tributors want the exhibitors to | 
buy the necessary time on video} 


stations to air them, while the ex- 
hibs think it should be the other 
way around. As a result, w hile the 
trailers are being made available 
en an increasingly large number of 
pictures, not enough of them have 
actually ween utilized yet to deter- 


mine how much they benefit the 


boxoffice 

Exhib-distrib argument 
who’s to pay for the station time 
has both sides surprised, in view 
ef the recent unanimity of opinion 
bv execs in both branches of the 
industry aseto TV’s potential selling 
power for films. Distribution chiets 
believe the TV trailers should be 
financed the way radio transcrip- 
tions are —they supply them to ex- 
hibs and the exhibs buy time on 
their local stations. Theatre oper- 
ators. on the other hand, contend 
that since they are forced to pay 
for the trailers, most of which are 
being produced by National Screen 
Service. the companies should pay 
the time charges. 

20th, U Trailers 

Meanwhile, both 20th-Fox and 
Universal are now providing TV 
trailers through NSS on all their 
product, while other companies, 
such as Columbia, are turning 
rapidly to TV for special promo- 
tion purposes. Under the National 
Sereen package deal, an exhib can 
buy one 60-second spot commer- 
cial and three 20-second spots for 
$35 on a week’s rental basis: Since 
most video stations charge approxi- 
mately the same for a full minute 
spot as they do for 20 seconds, 
NSS plans eventually to inelude 
two 60-second and two 20-second 
trailers in the package. 

To date, the National Screen 
trailers are compiled from the reg- 
ular footage, with no special ma- 
terial being lensed. Because of the 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
new plan for charging full film 
scale plus a royalty perceniage for 
the use of live music on ‘1 V film, 
all trailers are turned out sans mu- 
sic. Instead, a narrator’s voice is 
dubbed in to bridge the various 
film clips. NSS expects TV adver- 
tising to provide a major spurce 
of added revenue eventually but, 
according te a company spokesman 
it’s now more a matter of getting 
started in a2 new medium than of 
anticipating profits. 


UD’s Ballyhoo 

Pointing up the intense inferest 
now being taken by exhibs 
throughout the country in the pos- 
sibilities of teievision plugging of 
pix are the extensive experiments 
being earried on in Detroit by Earl 
J. Hudson, head of United Detroit 
Theatres. Hudson, in New York 
last week to attend the planning 
and program committee meets of 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations, told Variety that he 
is testing all types of promotion 
on TV in an effort to learn what 
will draw the patrons, 


Best type of indirect ballyhoo for , 
specific pix yet found by Hudson | 


is a series of TV panel discussions 
of half-hour length in which lead- 
ing Detroit figures are participat- 
ing. Film mention is earefully 
worked into the talks as illustrative 
of the question being discussed. 


UDT is utilizing every available 


TV slot, including 30-secqnd plugs, 
five-minute trailers and the half- 
hour panels, Hudson said. Every 
form of treatment is also being 
tested, he added, and that goes for 
trailers, stills, animations, clips 
from features and the panel talks. 

Big survey conducted by the 
Michigan theatre, UDT first-run 
showcase, indicates that TV adver- 


tising by the circuit is effective in | 


luring about 10% of the patrons 
at that house, Hudson said. In the 
course of the vurvey, 
quizzed between 5,000-6,000  pa- 
trons of the house, asking what at- 
tracted them to the show and 
where they lived. 

Giant map was posted 
lobby and ushers used various 
colored pins to fix both the locale 
of the customer and his reason for 
attending. Approximately 600 pa- 
trons traced their appearance to 
TV plugs of one sort or another. 


over 


ushers | 


in the’ 





TV Blamed, No Doubt 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 
John Walsh. manager of the 


Fulton, recently phoned the 
stagehands’ union to send 
some men down to _ the 
Orpheum, the Shéa house in 
McKees Rocks, to put up a 
new screen. They never got 
there. 

Walsh made inquiry and 


learned the men had gone to a 
rival house, the Roxian, and 
taken down the screen there. 


Of course they had to put it 
back when the mistake was 
discovered, each a three-hour 


operation—on their own time. 








Sues Kramer for Stay 
On ‘Men’ Italy Distrib 


Sigmund Schlager, independent 
film producer, last week filed suit 
in N. Y. supreme court against 
Stanley Kramer Preductions, Unit- 
ed Artists and Robert Haggiag. He 
seeks an injunction restraining the 
defendants from distributing or ex- 
hibiting the recently completed 
Kramer picture, “The Men,” in 
Italy until an earlier action against 
the trio is settled. 

Schlager’s move for an injune- 
tion came shortly after a ruling of 
Justice Aron Steuer which denied 
Kramer Productions’ motion to va- 
cate a summons served upon “The 
Men's” in N. ¥. Court 
also held that a breach-of-contract 
suit which Schlager is pressing 
against Kramer and UA will go to 
trial in N. Y 

In an affidavit submitted by 
Schlager, he claims that on April 
13, 1950, he agreed to pay $39,000 
for the Italian distribution rights 
to “Men.” But, he asserts, UA and 
Kramer repudiated the deal when 
they allegedly were offered $45,000 
from Haggiag, who wanted to han- 
dle the pic in the same territory. 

Sales reps of the defendants, 
Schlager contends, refused his 25% 
deposit and allegedly stated that 
they would rather give the film to 
an old customer. Schlager’s re- 
quest for an injunction would also 
halt Haggiag from handling the pic 
in Italy pending disposition of the 
suit, and in addition it asks that 
UA and Kramer be restrained from 
delivering a print to Haggiag. 


| Drive-In Rentals | 


' 


producer 
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ly-improving position in regard to 
runs and clearances. 

As their competitive positions 
get better, the starlight theatres 
naturally pay higher film rental. 
| That may mean something of a de- 
, crease from the standard theatre 
| Which formerly had the run, but 
| the overall balance is generally in 


| favor of the distrib since the drive- | 


| ins get a lot of new patronage that 
| would otherwise be lost altogether. 

Distribution men see the ozon- 
ers as of particular importance at 
this time since they provide at 
least something of an answer to 


| 
} 


amusements. They’re both a nov- 
elty and_a practical mode of en- 
tertainment for warm weather, for 
families with children and for the 
.worker too tired to dress and at- 
tend a regular theatre. 


There are figured to be about 
2,000 drive-ins now operating. 
About 800 are said to be nothing 
but lots with fences around them, 
with 300- or 400-car capacities. 





or $45 for a two- or three-day run, 
or perhaps $125 a week. 

On the other end of the seale are 
a few giant open-airers that oc- 
_casionally throw off as high as $5.- 
| 000 a week in film rental and econ- 
_Siderably more than hit $2.500. 
Distribs estimate that renta's aver- 
age better than $800 weekly. 
Length of “seasons vary accord- 
ing to climate, but the average is 
figured to be about 20 weeks. That 
would mean total film rental of 
about $16,000 annually from the 
average house, or $32,000,000 over- 


all. The estimates are necessarily 
rough, Since no actual statistics 
are available. Motion Picture 


Assn. of America has just started 
a survey as to number and loca- 
‘tion of the fresh-air theatres. 


the competition of TV and outdoor | 


| Their rentals may amount to $35 | 


Jessel Will Produce 
Lotta Crabtree Pic 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Lotta Crabtree, who was a lotta 


tral figure in “The Belle of Mar- 
ket Street,” purchased for filming 
by 20th-Fox. 

| Story, written by Albert and Ar- 
thur Lewis, will be produceu by 
George Jessel. It deals with ad- 
‘ventures during the Civil War 
period. 


Col’s 1-Pic Test 
Of TV Ballyhoo 





Hollywood, June 13. 

Columbia Pictures will set up an 
advertising budget for saturation 
plugging of “711 Ocean Drive,” 
on«: of its forthcoming releases on 
the seven local television stations. 
Plan was instigated last week 
when Nate Spingold, veepee at Co- 
lumbia, met with Kevin Sweeney 
and Haan Tyler. KFI-TV; Don Fed- 
derson, KLAC-TV; Charles Glett, 
KTSL:; Klaus Landsberg, KTLA:;: 
Dick Moore, KECA-TV: Robert 
DeSousa. KNBH, and Harrison 
Dunham, KTTV. 

Idea for the plugging of one pic- 
ture on television was formulated 
by the video stations and taken to 
Columbia. Station execs feel their 
medium can be used, with com- 
plete success, to draw people out 
of the home and into the theatre 
just as it has been responsible, to 
a large extent, for people now fore- 


going picture houses. 
The use of television for plug- 
ging pictures is nothing new at 


this time. Major studios and indie 
producers have been beaming 
trailers on video for the past six 
months. However, the “711” cam- 
paign, which gets underway late in 
August, will be the first time any 
studio has gone all out on tele- 
vision, thus giving the medium a 
chance to show whether or not it 
can drive people into theatres 
through plain everyday pounding. 


Via Coast Tieup 


UP Buys Out A. H. Blank in Tri-States; 
Myron Blank Acquires Central States 





Conv. by Phone 


Al Daff, Universal’s newly- 
named exec veepee and chief 
of the foreign wing, will ad- 
dress the company’s sales con- 
vention in Rio de Janeiro, 
Thursday (15), from the h.o. 
via a telephone hookup. Daff’s 
talk announcing his Latino 
policy will be amplified at the 
Rio meet. 








; 


Stations will not go out of their 
way to push this venture aside,, 
from the mere fulfilling of their 


obligations to a sponsor. It has been 
pointed out that once this venture 
proves successful, then stations 
will give it all the support possi- 
ble. 

No details concerning the amount 


of coin Columbia will spend with | 


the seven stations were discussed 
at the meets but it is estimated 
that the studio will lay out be- 


_ tween $15,000 and $20,000 for the, 


push. Station reps, prior te the 
meet, stated that it would be use- 
less to try and sell the picture un- 
less the studio was willing to go 
all the way in its television ex- 
ploitation. Should this program 
be successful stations are confident 
that all other studios will follow 
suit, thus ‘bringing local video up- 
/ wards of $1,000,000 from the mo- 
tion picture industry. 

Present plans of Columbia are 
'to get the campaign underway two 
weeks prior to the particular pic- 
tures opening locally. Columbia 
'will set the release date in the 
area surrounding the Pantages and 
Hill Street theatres so TV plug- 
ging can saturate the sector at the 
most beneficial time. This cam- 
paign will get underway during 
the latter part of July. 


Boston Area Exhibs 
In AM-TV Drive 


Boston, June 13. 

In an all-out attempt to hypo 
skidding attendance at local houses. 
execs of majority of national and 
local circuits, as well as indies in 
the area, have banded together in 
a four-week pitch over all local 
radio and video outlets. 

Drive consists ef about 500 spot 
announcements weekly over the 
various outlets, plugging specific 
films but not mentioning any spe- 
cific theatre. In addition to plugs, 
slogans such as “Don’t miss this 
picture at your favorite theatre” 
and “Watch for this film at your 
neighborhood theatre” are being 
used. Financed by a $5.000 fund 
contributed by local exhibitors’ ra- 
dio spots vary from 20 seconds to 
one minute. TV announcements 
feature the 20th-Fox trailer, “Our 
Town, U. S. A.,” in addition to spot 
| plugs. 





settle to normalcy and the theatres phe built up. 


Convention has been called by 
Mike Berger, U’s chief in 
Brazil. It will be Daff’s first 
chance to speak directly to 
Latino sales personnel: since 
he was named to. succeed 
Joseph H. Seidelman several 
weeks ago. 


—+ 








FBI Uncovers 12 Hot 


Prints in Miami Beach 


Miami Beach, June 13. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
has turned up 12 hot prints of ma- 
jor company features here in the 


windup of an intensive probe con- 


ducted by the Government wing 
during the 1949-50 season. All the 
pix snatched by the FBI were play- 
ing at resort hotels without au- 
thorization of distribs. Recovered 
films have now been handed over 
to Sargoy & Stein, attorneys to the 
majors in copyright matters. 

Pix seized are “Ladies’ Man.’ 
“Blue Skies,” “Kitty,” “Our Hearts 
Are Growing Up,” “Road to Uto- 
pia,” “Golden Earrings” and “Cali- 
fornia,” all Paramount product; 
“Three Smart Girls. Grow Up,” 
“His Butler’s Sister” and “Girl on 


, 


the Spot,’ Universal: “Riverboat 
Rhythm” and “Without Reserva- 


tions.” RKO. 
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dual bills, Goldenson does not spot 
any difference in the revenues of 
one territory against another. His 
circuit operates houses in both 
‘single and double-bill sectors. In 
this regard, UP topper is convinced 
that the type of program has lit- 
tle to do with b.o. generally. As 
he sees it, the general economic 
condition in the territory has been 
the determining factor on theatre 
revenues. 

Even television does not appear 
nearly as important, Goldenson 
said. UP’s surveys, similar to 
those of other companies, have not 


put their fingers on any wide rev- 


enue discrepancy between TV and 
non-TV areas. “I’ve just heard 
from one of our executives on that 
question,” Goldenson said. “He 
has told us that business has fallen 
off more in the section without 
television than the one saturated 
with it.” 
Radio-TV Analogy 

Goldenson likens the impact of 
TV to that of radio many years ago 
when it was widely predicted that 
the stations would drive the thea- 
tres to bankruptcy. “When tele- 
vision first comes in an area there 
is the usual fear and hysteria plus 
the belief that the days of theatres 
is ended. After a while, things 


continue operations. In some in- 
stances, we believe that tclevision 
helps the theatres. A housewife 
gets tired of staying home to watch 


, television programs and insists that 


year stretch, 


the family goes out, very likely to 
a show.” 

Goldenson believes TV does not 
offer the same kind of show that 
a theatre coes. Hence, he is not 
convinced they must inevitably 
compete. He is confident that 
films will continue as a profit-mak- 
ing enterprise regardless. 
the possibility of using tele to plug 
pix, great number of his field execs 
are experimenting with all sorts 
of TV ads and trailers. 

Because the circuit has been so 


Des Moines, June 13. 

United Paramount is terminating 
‘its theatre partnership in the Tri- 
States and Central States. chains 
effective in the fail. In a deal just 
‘closed, UP will buy the Tri-States 
\stock now owned by A. H. Blank, 
.G. Ralph Branton and the two 
execs’ families. In turn, UP is dis- 
posing of its stock in Central States 
to Myron Blank. son of A. H. Blank. 

Pact provides that A. H. Blank 
continue as prez of Tri-States un- 
der a longterm contract with UP. 
Branton remains as general man- 
ager and L. M. MeKechneay as 
treasurer. Myron Blank is buying 


his father’s interest in Central 
States as well as that of UP. He 
will operate the org as an indie 


circuit after his father resigns as 
president. 

The Blank and Branton families 
now own a 50% interest between 
them in Tri-States, and UP the 
other half. A. H. and Myron Blank 
hold jointly a 50° slice af Cen- 
tral States. UP also owns the other 
half of this chain. Myron Blank 
has been serving as secretary of 
both circuits. 

Transfer will ,make Tri-States a 
wholly-owned subsid of UP. Both 
circuits were founded by A. H, 
Blank. He has been in the film 
business in Des Moines since 1912. 

Tri-States houses are located in 
Des Moines, Sioux City, Cedar 
Rapids, Waterloo, Davenport, Ce- 
dar Falls, Oskaloosa, Ottumwa, all 
in Iowa; Omaha, Grand Island, 
Hastings, Fairbury, Falls City--in 
Nebraska: and Rock Island and Mo- 
line in Illinois. 

Central States theatres are in 
Burlington, Clinton, Mason City, 
Fort Dodge, Ames, Estherville, Oel- 
wein, Chariton, Albia, Centerville, 
New Hampton, Eagle Grove. Algo- 
na, Charles City, Grinnell, Boone, 
Forest City and Iowa City in Iowa; 
Fremont, Norfolk, Columbus, York, 
Albion, Kearney and Holdredge in 
Nebraska. No change in operating 
personnel is contemplated. 

Current theatre partnership was 
entered in 1937 by Paramount and 
Blank. It is being dissolved under 
the anti-trust consent decree. 











Arena Circuit 
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ee 
cal. That is, it might depend on 
the proximity to New York, or 


whether the town could be worked 
into a practical touring route. 

It’s figured that a basic element 
of the musical-arena idea, at least 
for Musie Circus productions, 
would be the absence of stars. 
Those heading the plan believe that 
the presentation of top musicals 
does not depend on names, and that 
by using medium-salary leads it 
would be possible to keep the budg- 
et for shows low enough to get by 
at the limited capacity of hotel- 


arenas. It’s pointed out, in that 
connection, that the outdoor St. 


Louis’ Muny, the oldest and most 
successful summer operetta series 
in the country, has never paid over 
$1,000 a week to any performer, 
and has never had a losing week. 

Because of the relatively modest 
production and operating costs pos- 
sible with the hotel-arena type pres- 
entation, it’s believed that such an 
extensive circuit might ultimately 
That would reduce 
the overhead still further and make 
possible even more economical op- 
eration. It might also provide a 
new and possibly enormous source 
of author reyalties and performer 
employment. 

Although Musie Circus, the only 
outfit planning a hotel-arena cir- 
cuit, is concentrating on musical 
shows, the idea will probably be 
broadened to include the presen- 
tation of straight plays as well. If 
the Schwab-Terrell group doesn't 


As for extend its activities into the legit 


field, someone else wi!!. Also, from 
the number of hotel representa- 
tives who have been scouting the 
David Heilweil-Derrick Lynn-Thom- 
as Arena in the Edison hotel, 


successful in negotiations, it has no N. Y.. which opened recently with 
present intention of expanding iiSg. Lee Tracy in “The Show-Off,” many 
Jozn with three banks headed by™hotels in New York and elsewhere 


the First National of Chicago. are interested in installing some 
Credits running into many mil- form of theatre-in-the-round. 


lions were created for that purpose Thus far. Actors Eoviiy has done 
when UP first went on its own. nothing - official about the hotel- 

UP is considerably ahead of its arena develepment, but is enthusi- 
schedule of partnership breakups , astic about it as a source of added 
and divesiitures under the decree. employment for its members. Simi- 
It must complete this process by larly, the Dramatists Guild views 
March. 1852, at the end of a three- the situation favorably as a new 
‘source of author royalties. 
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US, Majors-Indies-German Govt. 


Wrangle on Permits for H'wood Pix 





Bitter three-way wrangle among ¢ 


major companies, indie producers 
and the German government is 
threatened on the issue of permits 
for importing Hollywood product 


| 
| 
{ 


Radio's ‘Fat Man’ 


_+ 





| 
| 
j 
| 


| 


EXHIBS SEEK TA 
BEAT 8.0. LAE 


Growing trend of important cir- 
cuits to dual two “A” pix on the 
same bill is seriously disturbing 
the major distribs. They main- 
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Popkin, Justman in N.Y. to Line Up 
More Coin to Float UA Control 


+ Presence of Harry Popkin and 


‘Robin Hood’ Unfreezes Joseph Justman in New York cur- 


rently is reported to be in an effort 





To Get U-I Lensing 








into western Germany. Just as the 
Yanks thought they were making 
some headway in revising the al- 
lowance of 160 permits. a year, 
Bonn government last week sent a 


confidential letter to the Allied | 


Control Commission asking that 
the number be cut to 100. 

If the Commission shows indi- 
cation of heeding the German re- 
quest, American majors and indies 
will probably get into a rough-and- 
tumble over the proportion of per- 
mits allotted betWeen the two 
groups. Last week’s letter from 
the Minister of Economics in the 
West German capital stated that 
domestic producers would turn out 
60 pictures next year, which would 
help relieve the need for imports. 
Thus, it was stated, some of the 
pressure on the German economy 
by remittances accruing to Ameri- 
can distribs could ba alleviated. 

Meantime, it was indicated in 
Frankfort that the German govern- 
ment tomorrow (Thursday) may 
announce the end of the complete 
freeze on funds of Yank firms. 
This does not mean that it will 
permit conversion into dollars, but 
that the coin can be invested in 
Germany, rather than just lie idle 
in a bank. 

Can Buy Theatre, Etc. 

New move will be advantageous 
to U. S. distribs in that it will per- 
mit them to buy theatres, exchange 


buildings and otherwise _ invest 
money. Funds will thus be put to 
profitable use against the day 


when the German economy per- 
mits full or partial conversicu to 
dollars. 

Since the war, distribs have 
been able to obtain permission 


only for such uses as repair of ex- | 
change buildings or the acquisition | 


(Continued on page 32) 


McCULLERS’ ‘HUNTER’ 
IN INDIE FILMING 


First novel of Carson McCullers, 
author of the current Broadway 
legit hit, “Member of the Wed- 
ding,” will be filmed in the fall by 
Sidney Meyers, Janis Loeb, Helen 
and William Levitt, producers who 
made the 16m documentary, “The 





Quiet One.” As distinguished from 
the latter pic, Miss McCullers’ 
novel, “The Heart Is a Lonely 


Hunter,” will be lensed in 35m 
and aimed for general theatrical 
release. Four producers are cur- 
rently dickering for outside financ- 
ing and estimate the cost at around 
$209,000. 

Meanwhile, the group is working 
with Ben Maddow, Hollywood 
Scripter of Metro’s “The Asphalt 
Jungle,” and other Coast pix, on a 
documentary short dealing with 
the problems of old age. Film is 
One of a series ordered by the 
National Committee for Mental 
Hygiene. Maddow is both scripter 
and director of the pic. He will 
work on it through June, ther re- 
turn to the Coast. 


“Heart” will be shot on location | 


in the south. Group's “Quiet One” 
has already paid off its $35,000 pro- 
duction nut without touching the 
16m market, although made pri- 
marily for release as a narrow- 
gauger. In its 35m form, pic is 
Playing as a double-package with 
Open City,” Italian-made film dis- 
tributed by Joseph Burstyn. 





| Hollywood, June 13. 

| Dashiell Hammett’s heavyweight 
|sleuth, “The Fat Man,” is shifting 
|from radio to film through a deal 
{made by Universal-International 
with Emanuel J. Rosenberg and 
Lawrence J. White. 

Picture will be made this sum- 
mer, while the show is off the air, 
with Aubrey Schenck as producer. 
Jack Smart, who plays the char- 
acter on the air, will do the same 
|in the film version. 








Moral-Religious 
Pix as BO. Aid 


Part of that “lost” audience 
| might well be recaptured by screen- 
jing pictures with moral and reli- 
| gious themes, according to R. M. 
|“Bob” Savini, prez of Astor Pic- 
tures, 


NeW York this week, but they also 
“owe it to themselves” from a pres- 
tige standpoint to handle that type 
story. 

Savini’s enthusiasm for religious 
|pix is based upon his company’s 
| results in- handling “Messenger of 
| Peace,” an 87-minute feature which 
|producer Roland Reed turned out 
| for the Lutheran Church. Its Hol- 
'lywood cast is*topped by John Beal. 
| Made on a budget of about $90,000, 
ithe picture has garnered strong 
| business in the midwest and south- 





| west since its release last month. = 


Pic is bringing people to theatres 
who seldom have been there before, 
Savini declared. He opined that if 
non-filmgoers see this one they’ll 
come back for others, which will 


long run. After milking theatrical 
outlets with “Peace,” the Astor top- 
per will groove the film into 
churches and schools. However, 
he’s inclined to minimize the im- 
portance of the latter field as a 
source of revenue. 

In contrast to Savini’s attitude 
toward the church market is the ex- 
perience of H. M. Rosenfeld of Sim- 
pex Films. If this market is con- 
centrated upon exclusively, he em- 
phasizes, it’s bound to pay off. One 
of the most successful distribs in 
church screenings, he handles such 
pix as the Mexican-made “Christ 
the King,” “St. Francis of Assisi” 
and “Virgin of Guadelupe.” 

Most of Rosenfeld’s films are run 
off in parish halls and auditoriums 
for an established admission price. 
| Seldom are they exhibited at “‘pass- 
the-basket” affairs. Secret to good 
attendance, he notes, is that tying 
up with churches_and religious or- 
ganizations “shows ’em how to ad- 
vertise and exploit the film in ad- 
vance of the opening.” His best 
selling point is ‘the fact that Sim- 
pex product is not shown theatri- 
Las 


, 





N.Y. Syndicate Secures 
Zane Grey Reissue Rights 


In an unusual deal which 
brought 20 Zane Grey pictures out 
of storage, a New York syndicate, 
which includes Irvin Shapiro, Jo- 
seph Auerbach, Moe Kerman and 
Joseph Felder, secured full reissue 
rights. The negatives had been 





|there are many other instances of 


| individual houses going for the 


Not only can ge ad 
reach an untapped source of in- 
come with such product, he said in | Way has been found, he has told 
| distribs who ve, squawked to him, 
(for a big theatre with a heavy 


benefit the entire industry in the 


| tain that the practice, if continued, 
| will mean further cuts in income 
|that will prove the death blow to 
{producers already working too 
| close to the profit margin. 

| Habit of putting two big films 
on a single bill, rather than twin- 


j ning an “A” and “B” feature, as 


|has been customary, 


is growing 
throughout the country. It is an 
| obvious effort by exhibs to meet 
|declining grosses by attempting to 
-attract business through offering 
patrons more for their money. 
Practice started with Fox-West 
Coast several years ago and has 
| spread with increasing impetus as 
business conditions worsened. 
| Balaban & Katz in Chicago fol- 
lowed the FWC scheme and recent- 
ly the St. Louis Amus. Co. has also 
gone for the plan. They are the 
|major circuits now making a habit 
'of dualling the biggies, while 


| scheme. 
According to a B&K exec, it is 
absolute necessity in the 
chain’s large houses. No other 


overhead to meet the competition 
of smaller houses with lower costs. 

Distribs maintain the practice is 
murdering them, since the circuits 


two “A” pix than they formerly 
did for a bill containing a first 
and second feature. They offer a 
price for the overall program and 
the distrib must allocate this be- 
tween the two films, so that 


Compensation 
Deals Dry Up, 


Nip Conversions 


Behind the anxiety of American 
distribs to win a new film deal 
from the Italian government in 
current talks is the fact that com- 
pensation deals both in Italy and 
other European countries are now 
drying up. Through these trans- 
actions, the majors’ previously 
have been able to convert almost 





countries into dollars. With the 
demand. for compensation deals 
falling off, majors are prepping a 
drive to win better conversion 
terms from a number of govern- 
ments abroad. 

| Compensation agreements per- 
mitted the majors to swap their 
iced coin for dollars at a discount 
rate generally by trading in local 
merchandise. Companies, for in- 
stance, have bought wine, olive oil 
and marble in Italy; pulp and 
Bibles in Finland; and perfumes 
and other luxuries in France. Num- 
ber of big pacts were also made 
with schools and church institutes 


ing of lire for dollars. 

Demand for this kind of deal has 
dropped sharply recently, foreign 
execs say, as economic conditions 
in Italy, France and elsewhere im- 
| prove. While the early postwar 
| period brought on a raft of transac- 





refuse to pay any more for the | 


all their frozen currency in various | 


in Italy which called for the trad- | 





/ 
| 








‘Teresa’ Shooting in N.Y. 


Part of the crew of “Teresa,” | 

Italian locationer which Arthur 
Loew is producing, arrived in New 
Yory Monday (12) from Italy, 
“Acre five weeks’ shooting was. just 
Completed, 
_\mong the contingent which 
ame in by plane are Ifalian actress 
‘er Angeli and John Ericson, who 
piay the leads. Filming of  se- 
“ences in New York starts short- 
Entire project is due to be 
“rapped up in about six weeks. 


€ 





‘held by Paramount, but rights to | tions without too much hunting by 
‘the stories had reverted to the au-| the majors, the distribs have been 


thor’s estate. The syndicate | unable to close any big currency | 
brought the two parties together | tieups in the past few months. Im- 
under an arrangement whereby the (Continued on page 17) 


estate okayed use of the yarns, 
th atives. P ° 
and Par turned over the negative Acquires ‘All Quiet’ 
Hollywood, June 13. 


Included in the list of oldies is 

“Born to West,” John Wayne 

starrer; “Heritage of the Desert,”} Realart Films, reissue outfit, ac- | 
quired all ‘vights to “All Quiet on | 
the Western Front,” setting up re- | 


starring Randolph Scott. 
Franchiseholders of the new syn- : 

lease with initial bookings for mid- | 

July. 











dicate will hold a confab on domes- 
tic releasing policy in Chicago June 
28. Pictures are for release in the- 
atres, not for TV. 


° e *.|to line up further financing for 
More Disney Brit. Coin their United Artists deal. 


Hollywood, June 13. | 

Walt Disney will defrost another | 
load of British pounds with his | 
second English-made picture, 
“Robin Hood,” based on the ex- 
ploits of the merry outlaw of 
Sherwood Forest. Robert Newton 
will play the title role, last filmed 
in 1922 by the elder Douglas 
Fairbanks. 

Disney completed his first Brit- 
ish production, ‘“‘Treasure Island,” 
last October. Bobby Driscoll, who 
starred in that picture, will be 
seen again in “Hood.” 


N.Y. Wage Board 


Defers on Scale 








New York state minimum wage | 


| 
| 


board, meeting with representa- 
tives of both labor and manage | 
ment last week on recommenda: | 
tions to set up a minimum hourly | 
rate for film workers, decided to | 
hold off a final decision pending | 
a series of closed meets. Board | 
will then submit its findings to the 
state department of labor, which | 
will decide. 

Fred Schwartz, veepee of the | 
Century circuit, N. Y., who repped | 


the Metropolitan Motion Picture | 
Theatres .Assn., questioned the | 


Pair is 
said to be attempting to interest 
eastern circuit operators and other 
New York money sources in team- 
ing with them in their effort to buy 


control of UA. 


Negotiations themselves are un- 
derstood still to be in a very pre- 
liminary stage. Despite talks on 
the Coast and a short session in 
New York Monday (12), deal is re- 
ported not to have proceeded yet to 
a discussion of a specific price or 
terms for the Popkin-Justman ac- 
quisition of the 12,000 shares in 
the UA treasury. 

Huddles have progressed only to 
the point of both sides expressing 
intent. Popkin and Justman have 
indicated their desire .to buy and 
UA to sell under certain terms that 
would guarantee sufficient funds 
going into the treasury to provide 
working capital to keep the com- 
pany comfortably afloat. 

How much cash would thus be 
required is said not to have been 
specifically discussed as yet. The 
entire value of the stock would un- 
doubtedly not be paid in cash. Vari- 
ous deals of part cash and part 
other assets are possible. UA com- 
mittee named to negotiate the sale 
is awaiting an offer from Popkin 
and Justman on which specific ne- 
gotiations can start. 

They also claim to be awaiting 
offers from other groups which are 
said to be interested in acquiring 
the 60% controk represented by the 
shares now in the treasury. Com- 
pany refuses to reveal the identity 
of the other parties. 

Justman. and Popkin are said to 


state department’s constitutional |be attempting to buttress their 


right to set a minimum scale. He 
urged that, if such a rate were | 
established, it should be held to | 


the 1947 level, which was 60c per 
hour. Pointing to increased the- 
atre operating expenses and the 
currently slumping boxoffice, 
Schwartz claimed theatre-owners 
—_— not sustain a higher wage 
scale. 


Screen Employees Guild, the 


chances of acquiring the stock by 


\lining up additional cash and- re- 


sources. It is understood they may 
confab with Si Fabian, Harry 
Brandt and other important thea- 
tre operators who've expressed in- 


(Continued on page 17) 


UA STOCK SALE KEY TO 





industry’s whitecollarite union ; JACK SCHLAIFER TIEUP 


formed via the recent merger of 
the Screen Publicists Guild and the 
Screen Office Professional Em- 
ployees Guild, plumped for a $1 
minimum scale. According to SEG, 
the increased cost of living makes 
such a.wage mandatory. Union 
spokesmen pointed out that some 
40% of its members earn less than 
$37.50 per week on a 3742-hour | 
weekly basis, adding that reports | 
of the “fabulous salaries” paid | 
amusement industry workers do 
not pertain to “the overwhelming 
majority of workers who comprise 
these industries.” 

Wage board scheduled its first 
closed hearing on the subject for. 
today (Wed.), at which time it will | 
study the arguments put forward 
by both sides. 


House Heeds Critic On 


Ladies Day Suggestion 
Chicago, June 13. 

The Ladies Day of baseball was | 

extended to theatres one day ast | 

week in Chicago, and appropriately | 

enough it was for a baseball pic- | 

ture—‘‘The Jackie Robinson Story.” | 








_Ladies Day at the RKO Grand} 


theatre came about through the 
suggestion of Sam Lesner, film 
critic for the Chicago Daily News. 

Lesner, in his review of the pic- | 
ture, said that it was one the ladies | 
should see. He suggested having a! 
Ladies Day. Ansel Winston, man- 
ager of RKO theatres here, took 
him up on it, and Friday’s (9) | 
newspapers carried ads reading: | 
“O.K., Sam Lesner, Here’s your | 
Ladies Day. Ladies accompanied | 
by a man admitted free up to 6 
p. m.” Winston said the idea bol-| 





stered business that day, too. 


| 


| 
} 





Astor theatre, N. Y.,. will also 


Made in 1930 by Universal, it use the same policy Thursday and clearance and run, 
| was released in 1938. i 


Friday. 


Mass exodus of sales and ad-pub 
personnel from Eagle“Lion and 
Film Classics as a result of the 
merger which went into effect this 
week has left most of these ex- 
staffers on the prowl for film jobs. 
Number of them, however, have al- 
ready located in new spots. L. Jack 
Schlaifer, former EL assistant sales 
chief and the top-man on the loose, 
is currently on the Coast negotiat- 
ing for a new niche. Reportedly, 
Schlaifer may go to United Artists, 
his former company, if negotiations 
for the sale of UA’s controlling 
stock to one syndicate goes through. 

Joseph Clair, EL’s former na- 
tional promotion manager, has con- 
nected with Martin Stone Asso- 
ciates, outfit handling merchandise 
tieins with television and radio 
shows, as publicity and promotion 
director. Al Fisher, erstwhile EL 
fieldman, has been taken on by 
Paramount to handle “The Law- 
less” at the Astor. 

Leo Brody, EL publicity man- 
ager, is staying on temporarily with 
EL on special assignment for “Des- 
tination Moon,” George Pal’s fan- 


tasy-pic being released by Eagle 


Lion Classics. Tom McCabe, EI: 
syndicate specialist, has moved 
over to Republic on _ publicity 
chores, John Scuoppo, former EL 
publicist, is freelancing on show- 
biz accounts. 


Par, Chi Theatre Settle 


Chicago, June 13. 
Ace theatre has settled its anti- 
trust action against Paramount. 
Under the compromise, Ace will 
have a 35-day availability on Par 
product. No money damages were 

included in the peace pact. . 
Ace had filed in the federal dis- 
trict court of Chicago claiming that 
it was discriminated against on 
Suit had not 





‘sought damages. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 14, 1950 


? 





| 
aho | dramatically caught on the Tech- 
Duchess of Id | nicolor palette. Solid boxoffice 


(SONGS-COLOR) ; ! 
Hollywood, June 10, | factors are supplied by a fine 
Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- Name Cast. . 
tion. Stars Esther Williams, Vea wf Out of James Ramsey Ullman’s 
gon, John Lund; features Paula ymond, | : j ‘ 
Connie Haines, Clinton Senders, and novel, scripter Paul el ng -_ 
est stars Lena Horne. Eleanor Powell. fashioned a pictorial theme wi 
Directed by Robert z. Leonard; written ‘elemental appeal—the struggle of 
¥ Dorothy Cooper and Jerry Davis; ° on 
era (Technicolor), Charles Schcenbaum; man to conquer nature. Although 
editor, Adrienne Fazan; musical director, the majority of Americans : are 
Georgie Stoll; musical numbers staged by probably cold to mountain - climb- 
ing, this film has blended the 





Jack Donohue; songs, Al Rinker and Ployd 
Huddleston; Henry Nemo and Lee Pearl; 
orchestration, Skip Martin and Albert 
Sendrey. Tradeshown June 7, °50. Run- 


to enerate 
ning time, 98 MINS. B 


manner guaranteed t 
thrills and a_ persistent 


Christine Duncan....... Esther Williams : i 
Dick Layn é -....+...Wan Johnson Director Ted Tetzlaff has expertly 
Douglas J. Morrissey, Jr John Lund kept the balance between the 
Ellen Hallet ..++... Paula Raymond |()* . : . on and @ 
DD :. cdntaes sass Clinton Sundberg Straight action sequences and the 
Peggy Elliot.........+.. Comms — interplay of human beings. 
Cyril cconengeees ee Me orme > copes. a Swiss peasant 
Linda Kinston Amanda Blake |. Plot ope _— os a Swiss oe ant 
Chuck seeceeeee Tommy Farrell village, where a small group ol 
Monsieur Le Biasehe....- Sig Arno Europeans and one American 
Alec I. Collins vic Simmons “lo ‘ar av < “o » oe 
aad Whe’ dubsdaires (Glenn Ford) have gathered. Ex 
lianas cept for Ford, the dominating 
“Duchess of Idaho” is another of Passion of the group is to lick 


Metro’s formula musical offerings the forbidding heights of a nearby 


sport into a moving drama in a! 


tension. | 


that practically always prove pleas- summit. Valli, as an Italian girl 

ant entertainment. There’s not a With the single aim of climbing | 

surprise in a earload of such sto- the mountain which killed her) 

ries, but when splashed with color, sage — idiet tanadacs — 
-ettv girls and plenty of produc- tr ’ agi 

ay F F an invitation to join the party, 


tion gloss they usually rate a prof- 
itable playoff. “Duchess” should 
be no exception. 

Musical end is hetd up by four 
tunes, three cleffed by Al Rinker 
and Floyd Huddleston, and one, 
“Baby, Come Out of the Clouds,” 
by Henry Nemo and Lee Pearl, es- 
pecially for Lena Horne’s guest ap- 
pearance. Miss Horne is brought 
on early in the first 10 minutes | 
for the brief nitery sequence and 


near Valli. 

Once the group are packed for 
the ascent, the film gathers a ter- 
rific momentum as 
joint efforts of the group to scale 


motives of each member of 
the group. An attempt to invest 
the expedition with some cliche 
symbolical meanings in the screen- 


sonal 


finally enters the expedition to be | 


it weaves the | 


the glacial precipices with the per- | 


tune Her offering could have |Play_ is fortunately overshadowed | 
been beiter staged by the sheer physical struggle in | 
sther Williams has a big swim [Climbing the mountain.~ At the 
finale, Valli loses her obsessive | 


number, as well as a midway Sun 
Valley pool frolic, to prove her 
aquatic prowess. Production num- 
ber is “Ballet in Swimtime,” open- 
ing and closing the film, and done 


mania to conquer the 
surrendering the goal within easy 
reach in order to save Ford, who 
goes snow lind. 


Some of the color effects are 


with lavish production flash to : . : <.- 
treat the eve. Also guesting is Staggering in ther brilliance. A 
Eleanor Powell, displaying the |“eep focus lens has permitted 


magic of her taps in a solo dance panoramic shots over vast areas of 


boogie at the snow resort. In/Shimmering cliffs with unusual 
briefly is Red Skelton, although | detail. ; a ; 

uncredited, during a potato dance | With Hollywood films being 
contest. His contribution is crown- | 8Potlighted as ambassadors of 


oodwill for the U. S., some ex- 


ing the winner and taking a fall & 
off stage. pat mee - 
Plot posed in the Dorothy Coop- | Plications of some of its charac- 
er-Jerry Davis script concerns ro- ters. Since the group of moun- 
mantie involvements of Misses Wil- | tain-climbers is made up of vari- 
liams and Paula Raymond. with | °US nationalities, the pic may be 
Van Johnson and John Lund. Lat- resented for its attempt to define 

ter is a rich playboy who is con- V4rous national characteristics. 
tinually being rescued from pre- In the case of the German mem- 
datory femmes by his secretary, ber of the party (Lloyd Bridges), 
Miss Raymond. She yens for him the pic frankly exploits the op- 
herself and Miss Williams plots a Portunity to blast the cold bru- 
wav to catch him for her friend. tality and superman pretentions of 
Romantic complication is set up the Herrenvolk. The other major 
by having Johnson misunderstand Characters, while treated more 
the play Miss Williams is making sympathetically, don't come off 
for Lund, idea being to have lat- | too well either. As the English- 
man, Sir Cedric Hardwicke is por- 


ter call in the secretary for help | 
and recognize her tgue worth. After | Wayed as a cultured but exhausted 
As the Frenchman, Claude 


the proper number of mixups and | ™an. 
angry goodbyes between Miss Wil- |Rains plays as a weak and drunken 
liams and Johnson, the four prin- @ftist. Only the American emerges 
cipals pair off for the happy end- 48 the casual, but resourceful hero 
ing. of the democratie ideal. 

Connie Haines, as canary with Despite these political nuances, 
Johnson's orch, comes across solid- the pic emerges as a fine achieve- 
ly in three numbers, with Johnson Ment with all the performances, 
assisting on two. Tin¥, pert Miss | With the exception of Lloyd 
Haines scopes with “You Can't Do Bridges, avoiding the stereotype 
Wrong D6m’ Right,” “Of All in the details of their portrayals. 
Things” and “Let's Choo Choo Valli is standout in a non-glamor- 
Choo to Idaho.” Latter also is OWS role while Ford registers as a 
used as chorus background during Credible human __ being. 
the title runoff. etches a fine portrait as a frus- 

“obert Z. Leonard is an old hand trated artist while Hardwicke 
at guiding the multiple ingredients 8ives his customarily polished 
of a musical through their paces. PeTformance. As a Swiss peasant, 
He gives this one plenty of move- Oscar Homolka also scores with 
ment, nicely spiced with comedy, 4 Massively strong personality. 


and the trouping, generally is Even Bridges, up to the final reel, 
good. Among the supporting play- handles his role of an ex-German 


ers, it's Clinton Sundberg out in @2° My officer with a_ subtle 
front as Lund’s wise-cracking valet- strength. Rest of the cast play bit 
ha dyman. parts competently. Herm. 
‘s expected, technical assists are | 
up to Metro standards, getting the | 
production glitter on the screen | 
with full value. Charles Schoen- 
baum’s lensing, the musical direc- 
tion by Georgie Stoll, the staging 
et production numbers by Jack 
Donohue and other credits are top- 
notch. Brog. 





Broken Arrow 
(COLOR) 


20th-Fox release of Julian Blaustein 
preduction. Stars James Stewart; features 
Jef Chandler, Debra Paget. Basil Ruys- 
dael, Will Geer, Jovee MaeKenvie. Arthur 
Liunnicutt, Directed by Delmer Daves. 
Screenplay. Michael Blankfort, based op 
novel by Elliott Arnold; camera (Teehni- 
color), Ernest Palmer; music, Hugo Fried- 
hofer: editor, J. Watson Webb, Jr. Trode- 
shown in N, Y. June 8, °50. Running time, 
93 MINS. 
_ Tom Jeflords 





The White Tower 
(COLOR) 


James Stewart 





RKO release of Sid Rogel) production Cochise eeeccee Jey Chandler 
Stars: Glenn Ford, Valli, Claude Rains, aries ig AON Gh neigs meat ths wl pt 
Oscar Homolka; features Sir Cedric, Ben Slade a win Geet 
Hardwicke, Lloyd Bridges, June Clay- Terry sam pee pees ; Will Geer 
Werth. Lotte Stein. Direeted by Ted Tet: Duffield i i Patna sige devee MacKenzie 
lav. Screenplay, Paul Jarring; based on (¢) Seema... .. mre Ha od rtomalett 
novel by James Ramsey Uliman; camera Gok; er ante e taymond Bramley 
“Pechnicolor). Ray Rennahen: — editor, \ tans ah seal Hi m4 armen 
S: muel E. Beeiley; music, Roy Webb: Rou oe ce ae Argentina Brunetti 
mov sical director Cc. Bakaleinikoff. Trade- i peter Se ee Jack Lee 
geome S. Y., June 9, °50. Running time, tag a Se eo Le aes oo eae 
; aes MERTET ECO Harry arter 
Martin Grdway oo... “lean Fora hamie 0S Babes, critin 
MO ete gesesc ees Wee ete Ghee tts? *** “Kuhs 
Paul Delambre pales Claude Rains ne eee eee ins nee Kuhn 
Andreas “ Oscar Homolka neal Aris il ew Bird 
cnanne Radcliffe) Sir Cedric Hardwicke Nahilzz yr aa wera J. Ww. Cody 
Mr. Hein apap. Lloyd Bridges cian “Terry eee hae War gle 
— De ambre......... vune Clayworth woe, freee joaee ae “ee; wo 
"g ae oe » Stei + Se tll chal alin iecin igs rethiag mid 
Knubel sf 2 tate ie Ms — Machogee hoes0 6 bead Robert Foster Dover 
| ren Edit Angold eeeaiad eh ib dy pitty —, a eee 
Sie eT ee er fdwin Rone 
a mae — Mule Driver........ . Jehn Doucette 
Jagnificent scenie backgrounds. 
sv riative color and a gripping! “Broken Arrow” is a western 


yarn are welded together in “The with a little different 
W hite Tower” for a powerful emo- 
tional impact. Lensed in Switzer- Apaches to learn to live tovether 
land, this production derives its in the Arizona of 1870. Fssen- 
major source of strength from art- tially it’s an appealing sentimen- 
ful utilization of the soaring Al- tal Indisn romanes. with plenty 
Pine landscape, beautifully and of action to offset the more placid 


twist—the 
story of the attempt of whites and 


ptions may be taken to the im-| 


mountain, | 





Rains | 


Miniature Reviews 


“Duchess of Idaho” (Songs) 
(Color) (M-G), Pleasant musi- 
cal-comedy. Okay biz out- 
look. 

“The White Tower” (Color) 
(RKO). Firstrate cast in a fine 
mountain - climbing drama; 
solid b.o. in all situations. 

“Broken Arrow” (Color) 
(20th). Romantic Indian-west- 
ern idyll, with James Stewart. 
Good b.o. entry. 

“Panic in the Streets” (20th). 
Richard Widmark, Paul Doug- 
las in gangster thriller; fairly 
good boxoffice. 

“Peggy” ‘Color) (U). Good 
family trade film about Pasa- 
dena’s Rose queen and parade. 

“Sideshow” (Mono). Mild 
programmer melodrama _ for 
lesser situations. 

“Johnny One-Eye” (UA). 
Damon Runyon characters in 
personal-revenge melodrama. 
Light b.o. prospects. 

“The Great Jewel Robber” 
(WB). Good crook melodrama 
based on criminal exploits of 
Gerald Dennis. 

“Armored Car Robbery” 
(RKO). Cops-and-robbers melo- 
drama. Okay support for 
general double bills. 

“Kill Or Be Killed” (Eagle 
Lion). Routine dramatic-mys- 
terv., Okay secondary fare. 

“Rider From Tucson” (RKO) 
Okay entry in the Tim Holt 
oater series. 

“The Avengers” (Rep). Fair 
action drama which will get 
best reaction in smaller situa- 
tions. 

“Texas Dynamo” (Songs) 
(Col). Stock Charles Starrett 
oater for western market. 

“Destination Big House” 
(Rep). Okay meller for 
dualers. 








moments. Beautifully photo- 
graphed in Technicolor, against a 
lush Arizona background, and 


with James Stewart heading an ac- | 


complished set of performers, pic 
looks set for good returns. 

Pic has a quality of naive charm 
that wouldn’t fit many westerns 
and would ordinarily scare off the 
blood-and-thunder fans. Here it 
peculiarly fits. There are color- 
ful Indian tribal ceremonies that 
ring true, such as a wedding cere- 
mony, an Apache mating dance, 
etc. These are interspersed among 
the usual western ingredients— 
Indian raids on wagon trains, 
cavalry rides against Apaches, am- 
bushes and murders. There’s 
plenty of shooting, both arrow and 
gunfire, to suit the hotblooded, 
giving variety to the mood and 
pace of the film. 

Story concerns a_ far-sighted 

young frontiersman (James Stew- 
art) who, tired of the mutual kill- 
ings of whites and redskins, boldly 
plans a visit to the feared Apache 
leader (Jeff Chandler) to propose 
a truce. Meeting not only suc- 
ceeds, but Stewart falls in love 
with an Indian maiden. Both truce 
and troth are impeded by treach- 
ery on the part of whites and In- 
dians, necessitating the interven- 
tion of a cavalry general from Wash- 
ington (Basil Ruysdael) and of the 
Apache chief. Peace eventually 
comes, but only after the mixed 
love affair ends in tragedy, when 
the Indian girl, now Stewart's 
wife, is shot and kitted by whites 
trom ambush. 
_ In scripting, direction and _ per- 
formance, film is of superior qual- 
ity. Camera work is fine, with 
its backgrounding of Arizona can- 
yons, and supporting musie is in 
keeping. ‘There are minor flaws, 
as when the general answers ques- 
tions of Indians put in a language 
he isn’t likely to understand, but 
they are few. 

Stewart gives another engaging 
portrayal as a raw, lank frontiers- 
man with a con.cience. Matching 
him in appeal is Chandrer as the 
feared Apache chief Cochise. in- 
vesting the role with a great deal 
of dignity. Debra Paget makes an 
appealing Indian maid, just right 
for this sort of dramatic idyll. 
Ruysdael has a warm, rough bite 
as “the Christian General’: Will 
Geer is good as the Indian-hating 
roughneck, and Arthur Hunnicutt 
is fine as Stewart's loyal friend. 
A group of Indians in supporting 
speaking roles add to the film’s 
effectiveness. Bron. 





ol W. Sharpe Exits Pathe 


C. W. Sharpe, treasurer of Pathe 
Industries for the past five years, 
is ankling the company Friday 
(17). Sharpe will move into Sam- 
ucl Hacker & Co., industry ac- 
counting firm, after a short vaca- 
tion. 

Prior to his stint with Pathe, 
Sharpe served as assistant to the 
finance veepee of National Broad- 
casting Co. as well as acting as con- 
trotler tor Columbia Pictures for 
10 years. 


Panie in the Streeis 


20th-Fox release of Sol C. Siegel pro- 
duction. Stars Richard Widmark, Paul 
Douglas, Barbara Bel Geddes; features 
Walter (Jack) Palance, Zero Mostel, Dan 


Riss, Alexis Minotis, Guy _Thomajan, 
Tommy Cook. Directed by Elia Kazan. 
Screenplay, Richard Murphy; adaptation 


by Daniel Fuchs, from story by Edna and 
Edward Anhalt; camera, Joe MacDonald; 
editor, Harmon Jones; special camera ef- 
fects, Fred Sersen. Tradeshown in N, Y., 
June 12, 50. Running time, 93 MINS. 

Clinton Reed... Richard Widmark 
Police Captain Warren.. Paul Douglas 





Nancy Reed....... Barbara Bel Geddes 
| Blackie «Qrvces Walter (Jack) Palance 
| Fitch... ...cceececccsevscess Zero Mostel 
| Neff eee ey ey ee eS re .. Dan_ Riss 
i Jdonn Mokaris.. ..6..ccere» Alexis Minotis 
PRs acs ds ictuheseesbewegne Guy Thomajan 
WS is vane cde dead ves Tommy Cook 
Jordan ....Edward Kennedy 
CS owe co aa ae oe H. T. Tsiang 
BRE. ce ccd eescegoecees Lewis Charles 
OO EEOC CC rte Ray Muller 
| DOMMY.. .cecccccccsoser Tommy Rettig 
Jeanette Lenka Peterson 
Pat 066s neeeesn es Pat Walshe | 
 CieGeee. . ccwiesvecswan Paul Hostetler | 
Kleber .. George Ehbmig 
i. veteenseeeeddehus oak on John Schilleci | 
| RSS rere rere ..Waldo Pitkin 
Sgt. Pheips... Leo Zinser 
Dr. Mackey.. pick Beverly C. Brown 
Cortelyou wigs William A. Dean 
Maior Murray......H. Waller Fowler, Jr. 
fe 7 Rex Moad 


Vidacovich 
Val Winter 


Johnston ...+-drvine 
|; Commissioner Quinn... 


PEE 2). cc wien vecdwe Wilson Bourg, Jr. 
IN) NN hs a’ @ di aoe ve ncn Mary Liswood 
Sere ree ..... Aline Stevens 

| Mrs. Dubin .. Ruth Moore Mathews | 
Redfield «es+- Stanley J. Rees | 
ee ere Darwin Greenfield | 

| Beauclyde... ‘ Emile Meyer | 

F PER ts whe dee be bk 6 00s oO Herman Cottman 
Al Satan obey Gok handare 4:6 de Sl Al Theriot 

| Hotel Proprietor . Juan Villasana 


| Coast Guard Lieutenant...Robert Dorsen 


This is an above-average chase 
meller. Tightly scripted and di- 
rected, it boasts fine performances 
by a cast topped by Richard Wid- | 
mark and Paul Douglas. Unless 

i'there are too many dramas of vio- 
lence fiooding the market current- 
lv, “Panie in the Streets” should 
do fairly well. 

“Panic” concerns the successful 
attempts to capture a couple of 
| criminals, who are germ Carriers, | 
in order to prevent a plague and 
panic in a large city ‘supposedly | 
New Orleans; entire picture shot} 
in N. O.). The plague angle is 
somewhat incidental to the cops- 
and-bandits theme. 

Direction by Elia Kazan is al-, 
ways taut. Story opens harshly | 
with three thieves stalking a man 
for his money and killing him to| 

|obtain it. The man has just ar- 
rived in New Orleans illegally and 
,is suffering from a_ bubonic) 
plague. His murderers, unknown) 
to themselves, pick it up from him. | 
| An alert U. S. Health Service me- 
dico figures this out early when 
the slain man is brought into the 
morgue. The plot then concerns 
the efforts of the police, prodded 
by the Health Service officer, to lo- 
cate and capture the slavers before 
they can spread the disease. 

There is vivid action, especially 
+near the close, in a bangup, tin- 
gling chase and gunfight in and out 
of a dock warehouse. Film also 
contains some nice human touches | 
as well as some bizarre moments. | 
Walter (Jack) Palance, as the gang 
leeder, gives a sharp performance 
often bordering on the macabre. 
| Widmark, playing a sympathetic | 
role for a change, is extremely | 
convincing as the earnest U. S.| 
Public Health doctor who organ- | 
izes the manhunt. Douglas, al-, 
though practically playing a sup- 
porting part, is fine as the police 
‘captain who leads the chase. Bar- 
bara Bel Geddes is attractive as. 
the doctor’s wife. Zero Mostel | 
gives a nifty performance in a 
straight dramatic role, as one of 
the criminals. 

Joe MacDonald did a fine lensing 
job while editing of Harmon Jones | 
is adequate. Daniel Fuchs’ adap- 
tation of the Edna and Edward An- 
halt story sometimes drags in mi- 
nor, uninteresting passages, but 
most of these are overcome by Ka- 
zan’s sharp direction. Wear. 








Pegty 
(COLOR) 
al Hollywood, June 10. 
Universal release of Ralph Dietrich pro- 
duction. Stars Diana Lynn, Charles Co- 
burn: features Charlotte Greenwood, Bar- 
bare Lawrence. with Charles Drake, Rock 


Hudson, Jerome Cowan, Directed by 
Frederick de Cordova. Written by George 
F. Slavin, George W. George: suggested 


by a story by Leon Ware: camera (Techni- 


color), Russell Metty: editor, Ralph Daw- 
son. Previewed June 9, °50. Runfiing | 
time, 77 MINS. } 
Peg¢y Brookfield ...... Diana Lynn 
Professor Brookfield Charles Coburn 
Mrs. Fielding . Charlotte Greenwood 


Susan Brookfield......Barbara Lawrence 


TOG Dees. ound 6s oi%0 Charles Drake 
Johnny Higgins......... Rock Hudson 
Miss Zim ste etecese Connie Gilchrist | 
Doctor Wilcox......... . Griff Barnett 
Ser: ME. ons 0 ¢:00-0 605 James Todd | 
Mr. Collins -eeeess- s+ Jerome Cowan | 
Dean Stockwell..... Charles Trowbridge | 
Mrs. Privet...... Csebawees Ellen Corby | 
SPE tee Donna Martell | 
Pretty Girt... ccc tans beans Ann Pearce | 
ETO OT James Best | 
| a Ane Lucille Barkley 





A pleasant piece of family en- 
tertainment is the proper label for | 
“Peggy.” It uses the background | 
of the annual Tournament of Roses 
in Pasadena, the selection and) 
crowning of the annual Rose. 
Queen, as the story gimmick upon | 
which to hang the plot. This is! 
all done in brilliant color and with | 
enough chuckles and pace to insure | 
a good reception in most playdates. | 

Scripting by George F. Slavin! 

iand George W. George details the! 





; Coburn hates, 
|married girls are eligible for the 
| highest honor. 


| gems. 


| 


‘typical eliminations for a Rose 
/ Queen, a search that starts months 
| before the annual New York’s Day 
| affair, and climaxes with 1950's 
| parade, a beautiful sight in color 
'as the floats march down Pasa- 
/dena’s Colorado boulevard to the 
cheers of tourists, and the annual 
/pigskin fracas in the Rose Bowl. 
| That’s peg enough to sell tickets 
'in the hinterlands. 

Device used to get this onfilm 
|is a family affair plot that finds 
|Charles Coburn, a_ retired prof 
‘from Ohio, and his two pretty, 
'daughters, Diana Lynn and Bar- 
| bara Lawrence, taking up residence 
jin Pasadena. Comedy intent is 
good and comes. over nicely, 
although much of the stofy-telling 
jis repetitious. 

Script spreads a lot of chuckles 
over the footage as Coburn’s two 
daughters enter the Rose Queen 
contest and march steadily towards 
the final selection. A laugh gim- 
mick used is having Miss Lynn 
secretly married to Rock Hudson, 
Ohio State football star whom 
Naturally, only un- 


Another chuckle- 
arouser is the way Charlotte Green- 
wood, neighboring widow, takes 
over Coburn, and her son, Charlies 
Drake, takes to the two girls. Com- 
pleting the comedy of errors for 
laughs is Jerome Cowan, a contest 
judge, and Ellen Corby, a librarian, 
Frederick de Cordova’s direction 
spells out the fun capably and the 
cast reacts properly to put it over. 
Production mounting by Ralph 
Dietrich has the advantage of 
Technicolor and on-the-spot lens- 
ing of the 1950 parade and _ Rose 
Bowl game between Ohio State and 
California, expertly done by Rus- 
sell Metty at the lenses. Editing 
is good. Brog. 





Sideshow 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Monogram release of Willism F, Broidy 


production. Stars Don McCuire, Tracey 
Roberts; features John Abbott, Eddie 
Quillan, Ray Walker, Richard Foote, 
Jimmy Conlin, Iris Adrian, Ted Hecht. 


Directed by Jean Yarbrough. Screenplay, 
Sam Roeca; story, William F. Broidy; 
camera, William Sickner; editor, Ace Her- 
man, Previewed June 8, °50. Running 
time, 67 MINS, 





Bteve APG. 6 cccsecccic. Don MeGuire 
Dolly Jordan..... Tracey Roberts 
Pierre ... coeeeccsretece John Abbott 
et SOR... seven 60edreneews Eddie Quillan 
Sam OwWe®..cccccccccetens Ray Walker 
REPT rea ree Richard For’e 
JONNY .. cccccccscsccsececes Jimmy Conlin 
RE vis 5 Coes h eee es cee sers Iris Adrian 
WEEEEEE vc vcnoctcrcesvensees Ted Hecht 
MCGrefoOr ...ccccccrcccecs Stephen Chase 
BAPMOF . cc cccccocecesees ves Donald Kerr 
WPT ee Frank Fenton 

Ps 6.60000 6600600654608 Kathy Johnson 
BROS «0 666065006 0d eb 04605 Jack Ingrem 
Pe TTT eee Dale Van Sickle 


“Sideshow” has mild possibilities 
in the lesser situations as support- 
ing film fare. Idea is okay but de- 
velopment confusing and hard to 
follow. 

Don McGuire plays a Treasury 
agent hot on the trail of a gang 
of jewel smugglers who use a car- 
nival as the clearing house for the 
He joins the sideshow as 
a general handyman and then staris 
sorting out the numerous suspects 
that clutter up the plot. 

Productionwise, picture could 
have used better handling so that 
filming would have been clear. 
Choppy editing doesn’t help, either. 
Emerging from the muddle is the 
fact that John Abbott and Ray 
Walker, sideshow operators, are the 
ringleaders in the racket and us- 
ing Jimmy Conlin and others as 
delivery boys and fences for the 
hot rocks. Aiding McGuire work 
out his problems are Tracey Rob- 
erts, cooch dancer with the show, 
and Eddie Quillan. Climax comes, 
after a lot of murky scenes in a 
tunnel of love and a wax museum, 
when McGuire chases Walker over 
the roller coaster ride and the lat- 


ter falls to his death. 


Jean Yarbrough had a tough time 
with his direction because of un- 
even story and production. At- 
mospherically, carny background 
is okay, but William F. Broidy is 
not show-wise in handling the yarn. 
Lensing is a stock job. Brog. 





Johnny One-Eve 
Hollywood, June 3. 


United Artists release of Benedict Bo- 
geaus production. Stars Pat O’Brien, 
Wayne Morris, Dolores Moran: features 


Gayle Reed, Lawrence Crevar, Jack Aver- 


man, Raymond Largay, Donald Woods, 
Harry’ Bronson. Directed by Robert 
Fiorey. Sereenplay, Richard Landeau; 
from original story by Damon Runyon: 
camera, Lucien Andriot: editor. Frank 
Sullivan. Previewed June 13, °50. Run- 
ning time, 77 MINS. 

Martin Martin. ...cccceces Pat O'Brien 
Se CN os ced 1ed.e-ons ‘Wayne Morris 
BE WEED sb 5.60 tcsbeckeecs. Dolores Moran 
TOD. s+ se ¥eweee habbenes Gayle Reed 
Ambrose.......e+e....-Lawrence Cregar 
Lippy osbecehevetsass SO eee 


saWbDOOKS........0+.+.+-Raymond Largay 
fet Donald Woods 
Freddy Harry Bronson 





United Artists does not have a 
strong release in “Johnny One- 
Eye.’ It started with an okay plot 
by Damon Runyon, a good cast, 
and the proper production back- 
ground, but misses out in direction. 
Beginning sparks interest, but di- 
rectorial pacing makes it sag badly 
after that until the schmaltz and 
heart-tug that was a Runyon trade- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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John Ford’s lust 
. | A s + 
ma by Sa aert a 3 She Wore A Yellow Ribbon” we se: ling 
3 starring BEN JOHNSON, JOANNE DRU. HARRY 
, Jr.. WARD BOND. An Argosy ee rad 


Outdoor action-suspense dra 


of “Duel In The Sun”. Starring 
ICTOR JORY. |. 
os Seer by John Ford and Merian C. Coope 
. r. 


and LEW AYRES, featuring V 
wtime Properties, ne.» feature. Produced by 
Niven Busch. Directed by John Sturges. -- Apr» 


irected by John Ford... May. 
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at come 4 
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Fast-moving suspense melodrama starring 

COLBERT, ROBERT RYAN, with JANE 

KELLY, PHILIP OBER. Presented by 48 q 

i et" ary Prodvces by Jack H. Skirball. } said 

rected by Mel Ferrer .- - 0 igh-voltage melod 
ROBERT odrama starring LA 
ROBERT RYAN, JOHN AGAR. with THOMAS GOMEZ, 
Jack J. Gross. Di and WILLIAM TALMAN. P tales 
- Directed by Robert Stevenson " meeret 
ooo JUNE, 
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The 
WHITE TO 


For sheer excitement its 
TECHNICOLOR thrills have never 

been equalled. Starring GLENN FORD, 
VALLI, CLAUDE RAINS, 

OSCAR HOMOLKA, with SIR 

CEDRIC HARDWICKE, 

LLOYD BRIDGES, JUNE 
CLAYWORTH, LOTTE 
STEIN. Produced 

by Sid Rogell. 

Directed by 

Ted Tetzlaff. 


. June, 












ie AN FONTAINE, ROBERT 
YAN and ZACHARY SCOTT 
in a powerful drama of a woman 
reno honor. With JOAN LESLIE, MEL 
ERRER, HAROLD VERMILYEA. Produced 
7 Robert Sparks, Directed by Nicholas Ray. ... July. 






























Fast-action melodrama-mystery starring ROBERT 
MITCHUM, FAITH DOMERGUE, the new sensation « 
of the screen, and CLAUDE RAINS, with MAUREEN 
O’SULLIVAN and CHARLES KEMPER. 

A John Farrow Production presented by 

Irving Cummings, Jr. 


and Irwin Allen. 
-.- July. 


TREASURE 
ISLAND 


Walt Disney’s production of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s greatest of all adventure stories. 
BOBBY DRISCOLL as Jim Hawkins; 
ROBERT NEWTON as Long John 

Silver; BASIL SYDNEY as 

Captain Smollett. Color by 
TECHNICOLOR. 

Directed by 

Byron Haskin. ... July. 




















COME SHARE 
MY LOVE 





IRENE DUNNE and FRED MacMURRAY in a high 
romantic comedy. With WILLIAM DEMAREST, 
ANDY DEVINE, GIGI PERREAU, NATALIE 
WOOD and PHILIP OBER. Produced by Harriet 
Parsons. Directed by George Marshall... August. 














WALK SOFTLY, | | 
STRANGER 


JOSEPH COTTEN and VALLI starring in a highly 
suspenseful action mystery. With SPRING BYING- 
TON, PAUL STEWART, JACK PAAR and FRANK 
PUGLIA. A Dore Schary Presentation. Produced by 


Robert Sparks. Directed by Robert Stevenson... 
September. 
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Gigantic action-and- 
romance drama 
with color by 
TECHNICOLOR. 
Starring 

JOHN WAYNE 
and JANET LEIGH, 
with JAY C. FLIPPEN. 
Produced by 

Robert Sparks. 


Directed by : , le 
Josef Von Sternberg. ; es. cy 
«+» December. | : PRS e , a 








Romantic melodrama with the accent on action. 
Starring ROBERT MITCHUM, JANE RUSSELL, VINCENT 
_ PRICE and TIM HOLT. Produced by Robert Sparks. 


Directed by John Farrow... December. 
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‘AND, LOOKING 
AHEAD TO 1951.. 


wo 








GREGORY PECK 
starring in.a 
dramatization of the 
best-selling novel by 
John O’Hara. The high- 
keyed story of a man’s 
success with women in a 
fast-moving age. 

A Skirball-Manning 
Production, 





a te oo 


7 | >» ay. ; Stormy romance and deep mystery in old New Orleans, 
| | Starring ROBERT MITCHUM, AVA GARDNER, 
MELVYN DOUGLAS lil JANIS CARTER, LUCILE WATSON, 


JACK BRIGGS, GORDON OLIVER. A Robert Sparks-Polan 
Banks Production. Directed by Robert Stevenson. 














MONTANA 
BELLE 


Starring FRANK SINATRA, JANE RUSSELL and | ee ¢ : 





Riotous romantic adventure strictly for laughs. 


GROUCHO MARX. Hit songs. ~ Rousing western drama in TRUCOLOR, starring 
Produced by Irving tone Jr. JANE RUSSELL, GEORGE BRENT and SCOTT BRADY. 
Directed by Irving Cummings. Produced by Howard Welsch. Directed by Allan Dwan, 
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TWO TICKETS 
TO BROADWAY 


= as 


p MINE 


«CARY GRANT, with a big feminine star soon to be 
announced, in the adaptation screen version of the fa- 
mous Lunt-Fontanne stage comedy success by Terrence 
Rattigan. 





Planned as the mightiest TECHNICOLOR musical 
of them all. First cast assignment of long list of 
names to come, JANET LEIGH, XAVIER CUGAT 


and His Orchestra. Story by Songsmith 
Sammy Cahn. Producer, Alex Gottlieb. 
Director, James V. Kern. 


se THE GAUNT | 
ure aneen a 
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DANA ANDREWS as the 
hero of one of the widest- 


e : ; read mystery-adventure novels 


Outdoor action-murder-suspense drama, starrin in recent years—by Edmund 

IDA LUPINO, ROBERT RYAN and WARD BOND. Gilligan. “The Gaunt Woman” 

Produced by John Houseman, Directed by Nicholas Ray. was the name of the mystery ship 
whose crew of spies baffled two nations. 







(This product announcement subject to change of pictures, titles and release dates) A ai 
THE INDEPENDENCE SAVINGS BOND DRIVE 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Metro is producing “The Magnificent Yankee” without knowing what | 
one of the principal characters looked like. Character is Fanny Holmes, 
wife of Chief Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, to be played by Ann 
Harding. Although there are plenty of portraits of Holmes, at various 
stages of his career, the studio has not been able to find one picture of 
Mrs. Holmes. Emmet Lavery, author of the legit play and the screen 
script, explained that Mrs, Holmes was a retiring wife wh@ believed in | 
letting her husband, monopolize the spotlight. In addition, she suffered 
a severe illness before the couple moved to Washington and had her 
hair cut short by orders of her physician. Her sensitivity about her 


haircut may have caused the lack of pictures. Whatever the cause, 
Metro can’t find any. 





With Eagle Lion Classic’s “Jackie Robinson Story” making the 
rounds of their theatres, company is now cashing in on a big tie-in 
campaign with commercial products. ELC toppers report that the 
distrib has passed the $1,000,000 mark in merchandising deals with 
manufacturers of gift items, trophies and novelties. Biggest deal which 
gives both ELC and the Brooklyn ball player-a cut in the royalties 
has been inked with Arlen Trophy Co. Outfit is turning out a wide 
variety of novelties, all indorsed by Robinson, plus a line of lifelike 
reproductions of the second-sacker. 





Universal's flackery demonstrated this week that regardless of how 
corny a publicity gimmick is, it can still ring up sizeable space in a 
daily newspaper. U’s tub-thumpers started passing out silver dollars 
on New York streets, offering to sell the cartwheels for 73c. each. N. Y. 
Journal-American gave the stunt a full page of photos depicting the 
varying expressions of skepticism on the part of passersby. Paper, 
incidentally, threw in a word for “Winchester ’73,” pic which U was 
ballying. 





Notable films of American and foreign opigin will be preserved for | 
Study by students of celluloid art at George Eastman House, interna- 
tional photographic center at Rochester, N. Y., according to the insti- 
tution’s director, Oscar N. Solbert. Memorable prints which date back 
to the development of the industry in the '90s are to be acquired. 
*Museum of Modern Art, N. Y., the Library of Congress and the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences also collect historical films. 






Grosses Off 


Continued from page 3 


was scored with a gross of $14,621,- 
510, substantially greater than the 
profit-taking period of 1950. 


As for Metro, its gross of $38,- 
660,000 in the opening semester 
of ’49 spelled a net of $1,021,156 
for the company. For the same 
period of 1950, gross shaded down 
to $38,018,000 while the net went 
considerably ahead to $1,652,649. 


The shift in losses from the all- 
important net to gross means twe 
things specifically—that pix are be- 
ing turned out cheaper and that 
general overhead (mainly in the 
number and salaries of personnel) 
are down. Both these factors have 
been true for some time but the 
nature of the business is such that 
the costcutting pushed through two 
years ago is ust showing up on 
company reports. ™ 

On the other hand, net profits 
took their sharpest dive in the 
1947 and ’48 years because the 
costly pix lensed in the flush °46-'47 
period were amortized during the 





° e 4 @ 
Ricordi Gains Film 
° ‘ ’ 
Rights to ‘Butterfly 
G. Ricordi & Co., music publish- 
ng firm, is sole and _ exclusive 
wner Jf the film rights to the 
c. pyrighted opera, “Madame But- 
ierfly,” Judge Edward A. Conger 
ruled in N. Y. federal court this 
week. Ricordi had brought suit 
against Paramount Pictures to re- 
strain it from claiming any interest 
in the opera's film rights. A 
declaratory judgment determining 
the rights of both parties was also 
sought. 


In finding for Ricordi, Judge 
Conger held that a 1901 agreement 
which the publisher inked with the 
late John -Long, author of the 
|novel, “Madama Butterfly,” and 
David Belasco, who wrote a one- 
act play from the book, gave it the 
film rights to the Puccini opera 
which in itself was a new work. 
Paramount based its claim on 
rights to the book and play which 
it acquired from the Long and 





days of declining b.o. Result now 


is that the costs have caught up | 
with domestic returns and in the: 


instance of © Warners, U_ and 
Metro outstripped the _ slipping 
grosses. 


Reports during fiscal 1950 by 
these three majors as well as Co- 
lumbia promise another year. in 


Belasco estates. Repping Ricordi 
was Arthur E. Garmaize. 











Popkin-Justman 


Continued from page 7 











|terest in the past in expanding 


| Campus,” 


WARNERS EYES 
BIG YEAR; 49. 
PREPPING 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Total of 49 stories in the writing 
mill at Warners indicates heavy 
activity on that lot in the next 12 
months, in keeping with the steady 
level-of-employment policy an- 
nounced a year ago by Jack L. 
Warner. These yarns are in addi- 
tion to properties already assigned 
definite starting dates. Currently 
47 writers are working .on scripts, 
which will be divided among a 
dozen producers. 

Ten of them will be produced by 
Henry Blanke. They are: “Room 
for One More,” “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” “Come Fill the Cup,” 
“Edith Frome,” “Spring Kill,” “The 
Fiame,” “April in Paris,” “Off 
Color,” “The Iron Gates” and “To 
morrow Is Another Day.” 

Wiliiam Jacobs’ production con- 
sists of nine: “Rocky Mountain,” 
“My Irish Molly-O,” “The Girl 
From Paris,” “Moonlight Bay,” “A 
Baby for Midge,” “Hot on the 
“Dark Eyes,” “When 
Old New York Was Young” and 
one still untitled. 

Louis F. Edelman will produce 


which the companies will hold the | their aetivities. 
line at the profit total of 1948. | Strengthen Popkin’s Hand 


Year of ’49 was the first since the | popkin, in addition to producing 
all-time high registered in 1946) for UA, is a Coast circuit owner, 














Coney Isle, Gotham Spa 


Continued from page 2 




















girls,” fashion shows and lucky key 
nights. 

For first time in local history, 
part of tab for Tuesday night fire- 
works will be picked up by adver- 
tiser, in this instance F & M 
Schaefer Brewing Co. Island also 
contemplates spectacular Fourth 
of July pyrotechnic display. This 
and other special events (Mardi 
Gras Week included) will cost 
about $75,000, money to be raised 
by pledges from concessionaires, 
game and ride ops. This is said 
to be largest promotion budget 
ever, exceeding previous ones by 
$20,000. Handling Coney’s pub- 
licity and working via Chamber of 
Commerce is veteran newspaper- 
man Monroe J. Ehrman. 

Drive-In Nixed 

Earlier in season effort was 
made to obtain permit for open- 
air drive-in theatre on site of de- 
molished Luna Park, but zoning 
chiefs nixed idea. Site is current- 
ly being used for car parking and 
golf ball driving range. Surf Ave- 
nue front of Luna has flock of 
game and, food stands. =~ 


As usual, License Department is 
cracking down on what it consid- 
ers dubious games of skill. Ops of 
electrically controlled games such 
as poker roll, fascination, five star 
final, obtained injunction restrain- 
ing License Commish from shut- 
tering their works. Ops hope to 
postpone hearing until end of sea- 
son, if possible. 

It also looks as though Ocean- 
arium won't be constructed for at 
least several years, City Hall offi- 
cials, it is said, taking the view- 
point that it is more important 
to construct desperately - needed 
buildings for homo sapiens rather 
than osphramenus olfax and other 
breeds of fish. Furthermore, num- 
ber of Coney’s showmen are miffed 
at Park Commissioner Moses for 
his determined stand against use 
of Department of Parks property 
for several of the island's special 
events. Moses, as a rule, wins in 


rector; Marie H. Tilyou, secretary, 
and Mary E. Tilyou, chairman of 
board. Jimmy Onorato is manager. 
No new rides or gimmicks at the 
park, only changes are in construc- 
tion of two new rest rooms. With 
tearing down of old rest rooms 
went several historic signs regard- 
ing latrine behaviour. These will 
be missed by a.k.’s. Jaded riders 
can catch up on their video at 
Steeplechase. Four large receiv- 
ers are constantly going in what 
park dubs its “Television Theatre.” 
Park now employs 300 workers on 
weekends, 


Coney’s two wax tabernacles are 
getting spirited play with several 
holdovers of last year’s more vi0- 
lent murders, among them the 
“Lonely Hearts Killers.” ‘Beauty 
and the Beast” is the bally at 


has animated display on Surf ave- 
nue. Bill Meinch, who purchased 
Eden Musee last year, is now try- 
ing to dispose of his wax works. | 
Meanwhile, Meinch is getting ad- 
ditional revenue renting out his fig- 
ures to teevee dramatic and quiz 
show directors. For benefit of 
bobbysoxers, World in Wax is hold- 
ing over Crosby, Sinatra, Como 
and Johnson. Extra added attrac- 
tion at Eden is tree stump filled 
with English and French bullets 
from Battle of Waterloo, a constant 
source of pilfering by panting 
populace. 


| _ simp Group 


ice to make a full-scale inquiry in- 
to indie profits. 

If the producers, however, re- 
fuse to answer any important num- 
ber of questions, Bankers will 
drop the whole idea. Indies were 
enthusiastic when the institution’s 
exec v.p., Alex H. Ardrey, pre- 
sented the plan on the Coast a 
couple of months ago and indi- 








when no decline in total profits was | and by tying in with other theatre- 
suffered. That is likely to be re- 'men he’d = strengthen his hand 
| peated at about the same total through insuring outlets for UA 


| equivalent to 80c. 


World in Wax, while Eden Musee}, 





these encounters with local .citi- cated they'd be willing to open 


zenry. ; r 
Or their books to investigators who 
aieeey. ee ee Pr isso i would keep the results confidential. | 


There’s been some doubt, how- 
ever, whether a sufficient number | 
of producers, when the time came, 
would be willing to divulge their 
records. 

Hickson and Bagnall met re- 
cently for two days in San An- 
tonio, where the bank exec had 
gone on other biz. It was while 
there that they drew up the tenta- 
tive three-page questionnaire. 
Financing plan, as conceived by 
Ardrey, calls for Bankers to make 
available $10,000,000 in credits, 
with another $10,000,000 in second 
money to come via a stock flota- 
tion. Plan hinges, however, on the 
study of indie records showing that 
such production has been profit- 
able over a period of years, 


planning a color film documentary 
of the island using top flight 
Scripter and music by well known 
composer. Island also has new 
song, “On the Beach at Coney 
Island,” words and music by Mur- 
ray Semos, Glad Robinson Youse 
and Frank H. Stanton, published 
by Favorite Publishers. Lanny 
Ross has recorded song. 


Steeplechase Best Bargain 

The Tilyous, as in the past, are 
offering the best in package enter- 
tainment at Steeplechase Park. 
Freshly painted, the park is eye- 
popping for weary pilgrims from 
Hackensack, Harlem and Hohokus. 
Managerial setup has George C. 
Tilyou in role of prexy; Frank S. 
Tilyou, treasurer and publicity di- 








during ’50. 
Warners’ half-year net was 
per share on 


outstanding common stock against 


77c. for the comparative period of | 


last year. Net figure was reached 
after deducting $3,800,000 as esti- 
mated federal income taxes, and 
$500,000 put aside for contin- 
gencies. 

Cash totalled $23,029,783 as of 
Feb. 25. Total current assets came 
to $64,403,637. Of this, released 
productions are valued at $11,532,- 
730; films completed but un- 
released, $12,103,725; films before 
the cameras, $3,621,557. Against 
this total are current liabilities of 
$14,252,750. 

WB’s long term bank notes are 
down to $12,395,568. Its earned 
surplus totals $58,122,855. 
$32,475,000 of its earned surplus 
is restricted so far as placing ad- 
ditional liens against it by the 
terms of the bank loans. 


~ Cincy Exhibs 


Continued from page 3 

















atres, etc., the firm has been seek- 
ing ways to boost its own business. 
Plan submitted to the theatres, 
they claim, could thus be mutually 
beneficial. 


Under the plan, which is still in 
the talking stage, the transit firm 
would offer possibly a roundtrip 
fare at the present cost of a one- 
way trip to customers traveling 
downtown to the theatres. Each 
passenger would get a_ special 
“transfer,” which, when presented 
at the boxoffice, would entitle him 
to a reduced ticket price. Theatres 
and the transit company would 
back up the offer with special ex- 


ploitation, pointing up both the ad- | 
vantages of leaving the car at home | 


to avoid parking difficulties and 
the pictures the riders could see. 

Incidentally, neither the theatre 
operators nor the transit company 
has accused television of being re- 
sponsible for their troubles, claim- 
ing not enough is yet known of 
TV's effect for a decision on the 
matter. 











D of J Pressure 


=a Continued from page 3 








in Gotham violates the existing de- 
crees. It will either file a con- 
tempt action against RKO and 
Loew’s, charging them with 
breaching buying practices pro- 
vided in the decree, or it will 
bring a new suit against the chains 
demanding their breakup in N. Y. 

It is the Government contention 
that requirements for selling which 
provide for theatre-by-theatre and 
picture-by-picture deals are not 
being met in a product splitup. 
Dept. of Justice last year unsuc- 
cessfully sought to bar all splitups 
in the decree then ordered by the 
count, 


Some | 


product. How far he could go along | 
this line without attracting the ire | 
of the Dept. of Justice is a ques- | 
| tion still to be met. 


UA maintains that it has placed 
'no price on the 12,000 shares of 
| stock. Spokesman for Popkin and 
| Justman said this week that their 
| understanding is that a $4,000,000 
| figure has been set. That would 
; put a value of $1,333,000 on the 
, 4,000 shares that Charles Chaplin | 
|and Mary Pickford each hold as 
| present owners of the company. 

Popkin and Justman arrived in 
| New York this week and, with Ed- 
ward Peskay, their eastern rep, 
who is involved in the deal with 


| 


| 


| them, immediately went into a hud- ; 


| dle with UA reps Monday. In the | 
‘confab were Charles Schwartz, 
Chaplin’s attorney; Vitalis Chalif, 


five, including “The West Point 
Story,” “The Four Chaplains,” 
“Operation Pacific,” “Career Girl” 
and “The Annapolis Story.” Jerry 
Wald is prepping five: “Serenade,” 
“Broadway Revisited,” “Haircut,” 
“Force of Arms” and “The Front 
Man.” Quintet on Anthony Veil- 
ler’s program are “The Fighting 
Marine,” “Bimini Run,” “Rear 
Guard,” “The Travelers” and 
“Fires of Orinoco.” 

Saul Elkins will make three: 
‘Raton Pass,” “Call Me Doctor” 
and “The Candy Kid.” Bryan 
Foy’s schedule consists of ‘“Break- 
through,” “The Trial” and “Story 
of a Manhunt,” and Everett Free- 
man’s of “Jim Thorpe—All-Ameri- 
can,” “Mara Maru” and “The Fea- 
ture Syndicate Story.” Milton 
Sperling will produce two: “Proj- 
ect Seven” and “Twilight Zone.” 

Aside from the regular studio 
producer assignments, Cagney 
Productions will make “Only the 
Valiant” and “A Lion Is in the 
Streets”; Alfred Hitchcock - will 
handle “Strangers On a Train” and 








Miss Pickford’s attorney, and Ar- | 
thur W. Kelly, UA’s exec v.p. All 
three are members of the UA! 
board. 


Chalif and Kelly are members of 
a three-man committee named by 
the directorate to negotiate the 
sale. Third member is prexy Grad 
Sears, who is confined to a New 
York hosiptal as the result of a 
heart attack. Another negotiating 
session was slated for last night 
(Tuesday) or this morning. 

UA board met yesterday, but that 
was entirely coincidental to the 
Popkin-Justman negotiations. Con- 
clave was called to clear some ac- 
cumulated business prior to depar- 
ture of Schwartz for Lake Placid 
for the summer. His absence, plus 
the continued illness of Sears, 
would leave the board without a 
quorum. There are seven members 
of the directorate, with the pres- 
ence of six necessary to transact 
| business. 


Compensation Deals 
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proved foreign trading has les- 
sened the need so far as local com- 
panies and institutes are con- 
cerned. 

Compensation deals in the past 
were most successful in Italy, 
where the companies have been 
able to convert all their lire to doi- 
lars. However, in face of new con- 
ditions, the distribs are asking the | 
Italian government to permit 60% | 
or so of all lire earnings to be) 
converted into dollars. Up to the 
present date, the government has 
been liberal in permitting conver- 
sion pacts while blocking any 
direct, official conversion under a 
trade agreement. 


Meet of foreign managers will be 
held this week in New York to 
hear a report from John McCarthy, 
director of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s international 
wing, on the Italian dickerings. 
McCarthy recently arrived from 
Rome where he has been repping 
the companies in talks with govern- 
ment officials. 











\ 


Charles K. Feldman “A Streetcar 
Named Desire.” 


Cantinflas 


Continued from page 3 


have been very cautious for fear 
that Yanks, not knowing or under- 
Standing him, wouldn’t find him 
funny. They have been apprehen- 
sive lest the initial pic be a flop 
and hurt the chances of ever mak- 
ing Cantinflas the potential star 
they see him in the U. S. 

Buchman is therefore tailor-fit-. 
ting an introductory story for the 
Mex comic. Cantinflas in Latin 
America is a combo of Bob Hope, 
Bing Crosby and a dozen other U.S. . 
stars rolled into one so far as popu- 
larity and b. o. are concerned. His 
pix are tremendous moneymakers 
and he, his partners and Col are 
anxious to establish him on a sim- 
ilar basis in the U. S. 

Now 38 years old, he’s been 
amazingly popular for more than 
10 years. He is an adept panto 
mimic, but gets most of his laughs 
through plays on words and puns. 
That’s what makes the problem dif- 
ey in presenting him in Eng- 
ish. 

Cantinflas, Reachi and Gelman 
have a cushy setup for pic pro- 
duction on their Spanish-language 
films. Columbia advances to them 
1,000,000 pesos (about $115,000) 
before they start each film. Pro- 
duction cost runs approximately 
600,000 pesos ($70,000), so the Posa 
Films trio has a profit of 400,009 
pesos ($45,000) before it even 
starts a camera turning. 

Each of the films is said to turn 
in a total profit of about 2,000,000 
pesos ($230,000). Posa has been 
averaging three every two years for 
the past 10 years. Firm this fall is 
planning to start producing other 
films in which Cantinflas will not 
appear. ie 

Star is said to be the principal 
stockholder in Posa. Reachi han- 
dles the business side and keeps 
an eye on publicity and exploita- 
tion, while Gelman, who is a Rus- 
sian and formerly produced in 
Paris, concerns himself primarily 
with the creative end. 
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LA Spotty; ‘Caged’ Strong $40,000, 
Brute’ NG 256, ‘Torch’ Bright 286, 
‘Humor’ Slight 216; ‘Annie’ 306, 2d 


+ 





Los Angeles, June 13. 
Spotty trade marks the current | 
session at local first-run houses, | 
continuing the trend that followed | 


Broadway Grosses 





é ay week. Best biz is| — 
cereng hg A “Caged,” which is| Estimated Total Gross 
sighting an exc ellent $40,000 in This Week $443,500 
three theatres. ‘The Torch” is do-| (Based on 17 theatres.) 
ing well in only one of four houses Last Year $496,500 


where playing, the downtown draw (Based on 16 theatres.) 
of Pedro Armendariz helping the 
unit to a neat $28,000. 

“Love That Brute” shayes very 6 
light at around $25,000 in five 
spots. Also disappointing is the 
$21,000 expected for “Good Humor 








Colt’ Rousing 


‘Sierra’ Slight $10,000 
In Toronto; ‘Fury’ 7'4G 


Toronto, June 13. 
With the exception of “Kill the 


‘Umpire,” with its seasonal appeal, 
| business is in the doldrums here 


| 


| 
j 
| 


this week. Ideal weather and mild 
product are not helping. “‘No Sad 
Songs” is holding fairly well in 
second week, two spots. 

Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 
'694: 33-57) — “Tarzan Slave Girl’ 


(RKO) and “Harbor Missing Men” 


(Col). Nice $12,000. Last week, 
| “Quicksand” (UA) and “Two 
Muggs Brooklyn” (Indie), ditto. 

| Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; 
1,140; 38-67)—“Cure for Love” 


Man” in two sites. ‘Rock Island | 

Trail” shapes small $13,000 also in 15 | | 

two. Second week of “Annie Get | ) ’ e 00 
Gun” is pushing to good $30,000 


or close in two locations after ex- | 
ceeding hopes on the initial frame. 
Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2,- 
048: 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Love That Brute” (20th). Very 
light $25,000. Last week, “Third 
M2n” (SRO) (2d wk), $25,100. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2.756: 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Caged” ‘WB). Excellent $40,000. 
Last week, “Colt .45” (WB) (2d 
wk), $20,000. 

Loew's State, Egyptian (UA) 
(2.404: 1.538: 60-$1)—‘“Annie Get | 
Gun" (M-G) (2d wk). Good $30,-| 
000. Last week, handsome $41,400. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890: 2,812: 50-$1)—‘‘Good Humor | 
Man” (Col) and “Armored Car 
Robbery” (RKO). Modest $21,000. | 
Last week, “Secret Fury” (RKO) 
and “Dynamite Trail’ (RKO), 
22.300. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) 

“Rock Island Trail” (Rep) and 
“Congolaise” (FC). Lean $13,000. 
Last week, “Eagle and Hawk” (Par) 
and “Destination Big House” (Rep) 
(2d wk}, $12,600. 

Orpheum, Forum, Beverly Hills, | 
Hawaii (Metropolitan) (2,210; 2,100; 


St. Louis, June 13. 
, With no outstanding films on 
deck at the big cinemas, total biz 
is only fair here. “Colt .45” looks 
to hit a trim figure at 
“Skipper Surprises Wife” also 
shapes fine at Loew's. Breakdown 
of air-condition plant at the Am- 


the house for six weeks while re- 
pairs are. being made. In the 
meantime, the midtown Missouri, 
dark for several weeks, 
Monday (12) with Ambassador’s 
bookings. 


Estimates for This week 


—Shuttered. 
of Own” 
Cry” 


Last week, “‘No Man 
(WB), fair $10,000. 
Fox (F&M) (3,000; 
.45” (WB) and “Stage Fright” 
Neat $15,000. Last week, “Caged” 
| (WB) and “This Side of Law” (WB), 

same 
Loew's 
“Skipper 
(M-G) and 
$14,500. 
Jungle” 


(Loew) (3,172; 
Surprises His Wife” 
“Gun Crazy” (UA). Fine 
Last week, “Asphalt 
(M-G) and “Please Be- 
| lieve Men” (M-G), $12,500. 

St. Louis (F&i) 
“Eagle and Hawk” (Par) and “David 





824: 1.106: 50-$1)-—“The Torch” Harding, Counter-Spy” (Col). Fair 
‘EL) and “Kill or Be Killed” (EL). $12,000. Last week, “Square Dance” 
Neat $28,000, with majority of | (Mono), $10,000. 

trade at Orpheum. Last week, Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and| “Comanche Territory” (U) and “I 
“Everybody's Dancin’” (Lip) (2d | Was Shoplifter” (U). Fair $10,000. 
wk-6 days), $16,000. | Last week, shuttered. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, | 


Studio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,- 
100; 1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Avengers” (Rep) and “Arizona | 
Cowboy” (Rep). Slim $15,000. Last | 
week, “Spy Hunt” (U) and “Young | 
Daniel Boone” (Mono), ge 6 ae 
(UA) (900; 60-$1) —| ‘i 

“panlinesl” (indie) oo scaetitecia | With the accent on holdovers, 
Rusticana” (Indie) (3d wk-4 days), | 294 newcomers shaping up on the 
Under $1,000, Last week, $1,400. weak side, biz is uniformly slow | 

cag ; here this week. All-over picture is! 


Caged! Stout 146, D.C.; 


Washington, June 13. 


, 
968; 60- a OTe” (india |gloomiest of season, with no stand- | 
Weak $2.000. Last week, “A; ton- | Out. “Skipper Surprises Wife” at) 
7 Loew’s Capitol looks mild. But | 


ished Heart” (U) (3d wk-9 days), | 


$2,200. ‘Caged,” 


ing. “Secret Fury” at RKO Keith’s 
is a bit disappointing. Weather and 
baseball are combining to give 
local exhibs a beating. 

Estimates for This Week 





Mpls. Has Crying Towels | 
Out But ‘Kettles’ Good 


‘ kipper Surprises Wife” (M-G) 
$12, 000; Baron’ $4, 000: B vaude. So-so $19,000. Last. 
; week, “Quicksand” (UA) plus 


| vaude, ditto. 

Columbia ‘Loew’s) (1.200: 44-74) 
—‘‘Blue Grass Kentucky” 
Average $6.000 for first run in this 
normally moveover house. 
WEee, “Big Hangover” (M-G) 
0.), 
tive week on F street. 

Dupont ‘Lopert) (386; 50-85)— 
“City Lights” (UA) ‘reissue) (4th 

(Continued on page 29) 


Minneapolis, June 13. 
is still need of crying | 
towels here as grosses continue 
uninterruptedly: far in the dol- 
drums. Newcomers suffering most | 
from the boxoffice depression in-| 
clude “Love Happy” and “Secret 
Fury.” “Ma and Pa Kettle Go to, 
Town” shapes good while “Baron | 
of Arizona” looms light. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century: (Par) (1,600; 50-70.—| __ 
“Red Shoes” 


There 


(m. 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60)— | 


the Fox. | 


| bassador last Sunday (11) shuttered | 


“Skipper Surprised Wife’ (M-G), 
Poor $6,000. Last week, “Big 
Hangover” (M-G), $6,500. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1,556; 38-67)—‘““No Sad Songs” 
1{Col) (2d wk). Down to $7,000 | 
after last week’s $9,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 48-$1.15)— | 
“Sierra” (U). Light $10,000. Last | 
| week, “Golden Salamander” (EL), 
ditto. 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 38-67) — 
“Secret Fury” (RKO). So-so 
| $7,500. Last week, ‘Capture’ | 
(RKO), $7,000. 


relighted | 


(Indie) (2d wk). 
last week’s $8,000. 


Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59) — 
“Kill Umpire” (Col) (2d wk). Good 
$9,000 after last week's big 
$13.000. . 


Loew!s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67) — 


Uptown ‘Loew) (2,743: 42-75) won 


“Johnny Holiday” (UA). Poor 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Comanche 
| Territory” (U) (2d wk), $5,000. 


(Par) and “Damned Don’t 


60)—*‘Colt | 
(WB). | 


50-75)— | 





Annie Smash 


$21,000 in K. (, 


Kansas City, June 13. 
“Annie Get Your Gun” is out in 
front and shooting for smash $21,- 
000 and cinch holdover at the| 


| Midland. Rest of town is moderate, | 


(4,000; 60)— | 


at Warner, shapes pleas- | «annie Get 


with “Ticket To Tomahawk” in| 
three Fox Midwest houses in sec-| 
ond place at $13,000. “Johnny | 
Holiday” is medium at the Mis- 
souri. 
sultry weather, but cleared nicely 
for the weekend. City’s centennial 
celebration now in full swing, and 
doubtful if it is helping theatre 


biz. 


‘Fury’ Oke at $10,000 


| Apollo to play 
(Lip) and “Western Pacific Agent” | 


Estimates for This Week 
Esquire ‘Fox Midwest) (820: 
65)—“Fighting Command” (Indie) 
and “Fury in Sky” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Bettering average at $3,- 
00. Last week, house teamed with 
“Rocketship X-M” 


(Lip) for hefty $9,000 in 3 days. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550: 45-65)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). Nice 
$1,800 and probable fourth week. 

Last week fine $2,000. 
Midland ‘Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
Gun” (M-G), Changes 


‘house to single feature; garnering 


Contes (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— | 


(Mono). | 


great $21,000, and holds. Last 
week, “Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) and 
“Davey Crockett’ (UA), slow! 
; $9,500. 

Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 45-65)— 
“Johnny Holiday” ‘UA) and “Cry 
,Murder” ‘FC). Average $10,000. 
Last week “Secret Fury” (RKO) 
and “Fighting Stallion” (EL), 
$8,000 

Paramount (United Par) (1,900: 
45-65)—"‘Caged” (WB) (2d wk). Not | 


Last ' 


nice $6,000 for third consecu- , 


‘ 


so bad $8,500. Last 
surprised to get solid $11,000. 
Tower - Uptown -Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2.043; 700; 45-65) 
—‘Ticket Tomahawk” (20th). Dull | 
$13,000. Last week. “Big Lift” 
(20th), only $15,000 in 8 days. 





(U) (3d run) (2d wk). | 
Considering general state of busi- | 
ncss, and that it is playing its third 
downtown date, the $6,000 is good. 
Last week, walloping $9,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — 
“Lives of Bengal Lancer” (Par) | 
and “Beau Geste” (Par) (reissues). | 
Okay $6,000. Last. week, “Side | 
Street” (M-G), poor $3,200. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— | 
“Love Happy” (UA). Divided 
opinions on this one and only slight 
$10.000 looms. Last’ week, “Big 
Hengover” (M-G), $10,800. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- notches 
70)—“Secret Fury” (RKO). Medi- | seasonal 
ocre $9,000. Last week, “Woman Story” is a base ahead of “No 
of Distinction’’ Col), $8,000. ;of Her Own,” “Love That Brute” 

RKO-Pan ‘RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— and “Champagne for Caesar” for 
“Baron ot Arizona” (Lip). Light the lead this round. “Sierra” is 
a a << ae: (FC) in moderate pursuit. 
and “Arabian Nights” | (reis- Ww 
sues), fair $6,500. Estimates for This Week 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Ma,|, Albee (R&O) 
Pa Kettle to Town” (U). Tremend- “No Man of Own” 
ous exploitation helping this ome $9,500. Last 
to good $12,000 for 8 days. Last Carey” (Par), same. 
week, “Mother Didn’t Tell Me” Capitol (Mid-States) (2.000; 55- 
@vth), bad $6,000 in six days. \75)—“Love That Brute” (20th). 


Cincinnati, 
bills, 


June 13. 
Five new all on the win- 
ning edge, 
ally for major 


above 
level. 


stands several | 
last week’s okay | 


(Par), 
week, 


Fairish 


“alaca 


“Jackie Robinson ; 
Man | 


Cincy Better: Robinson Fast $10,000, 
Brute’ Okay 96, ‘No Man’ Fair 9146 


/No 
week, 


complaint at $9,000. Last 
“Ticket Tomahawk” (20th), 


are lifting biz gener- S°-SO $7,500. 


Grand ‘RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
\“Jackie Robinson Story’ (EL). 
Sturdy $10,000. Last week, | 
“Caged” (WB). ditto. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1.542: 55- | 
/75)—“Sierra” (U). Medium $7,000. | 
Last week, “Oné Way Street” (U), 


,limp $4,500. 


| “Caged” 
(3,100; 55-75) — 


“Captain | 
| “Champagne 


Lyrie (RKO) (1,400: 
(WB) (m.o.). Satisfactory 
$5,000. Last week, “Colt 45" 
(WB) (m.o.), mild $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 
for Caesar’ (UA). 
Okay $9,000. Last week, “Wagon- 
/master” (RKO), eight days, $9,000. 


55-75) — 


Poor $6,000 after | 


Midweek rain brought some | 


45- | 


week, film | 


55-75) — | 


“Annie Standout in Philly, Bangup 
$35,000; ‘Brute’ Only 156, ‘Law 9G 


Philadelphia, June 13. 

° ' Perfect weather kept potential 

Key City Grosses | customers outdoors and out-of- 
& | town giving first-runs the roughest 

| weekend of the year. Only excep- 





Estimated ‘Total Gross 





This Week....... $2,064,000 tion was “Annie Get Your Gun” 
(Based on “4 cities, 204 the- | which is huge at the Randolph. 
giver. on da jirst runs, includ- “Love that Brute” is a disap- 
Total Gross Same Week pointment at the Fox. “Kiss for 


| Corliss” meant little at the Aldine, 
Of the other newcomers, “This 
Side of Law,” at the Stanton, looks 
only okay. “So Young, So Bad” is 
fine at Karlton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)—“Kiss 
for Corliss” (UA). Slim $5,000. 
Last week, “Sierra” (U), $6,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360: 50-99) — 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Neat $15,000. Last week, great 
$25,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—*‘Wag- 
onmaster’ (RKO). Just $11.000. 
Last week, “Robinson Story” (EL) 
(2d wk), mild $9,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘“Love 
That Brute” (20th). Disappointing 
| $15,000. Last week, “Gunfighter” 
(20th) (2d wk), same. 

Goldman (Goldman) 
99)—"‘Johnny Holiday” ‘UA) 
wk). Down to $6,600 after 
$14,500 getaway. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 
—"So Young, So Bad” (UA). Fine 
$9,000. Last week “Story of G.I, 
Joe” (UA) (reissue), neat $8,500. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 


| Last Year $2,264,000 
ABased on 22 cities and 186 
theatres.) 


‘Gunfighter’ Loud 
$23,000, Frisco 


, 








San Francisco, June 13. 
| Rainy weekend is helping biz | 
here this week. Tee-off of “The! 
| Gunfighter” at the Fox is attracting 
the most attention but “Ma and 
| Pa Kettle Go To Town” is equally 
}as strong at the Orpheum. “City 
| Lights” still is going big day-date 
in two houses, fourth week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-) 
85) — “Secret Fury” (RKO) and 
“Great Plane Robbery” (UA) (2d! 
| wk). Down to $19,000. Last week, 
| Okay $13,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651; 60-95)—‘“The 
| Gunfighter” (20th). Husky $23,000. 
| Last week, “Big Lift” (20th) and) 


“Rapture” (FC), dull $14,000. le s 4 4 
Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656: 60-85) |. The Capture” (RKO). Wan $9,500. 
“The Outriders” (M- G). Fair $14.-| Last week, ‘“‘Eagle and Hawk” (Par) 
000. Last week, “Big Hangover” | ‘2d wk), grounded at $12,000. 
(M-G), $16,000. Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85) | 99)—“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). Big- 
“No Man Of Own” (Par) and) gest thing in town, huge $35,000. 
“Rhythm Hits Ice” (Rep). Mild | Last week, “Secret Fury” (RKO) 
| $13,500 or over. Last week, “Rock-| ‘2d wk), $9,000. 
‘etship X-M” (Lip) and “Operation! , Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99) — 
| “Caged” (WB) (2d wk). Slim $9,000 


| Haylift” (Lip) 10 days, $26,000. 
| St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— | after good $22,000 opener. 


(1,200; 50- 
(2d 


nice 


50-99) 





| | “Caged” (WB) (3d w k). Dropped | Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-99) a= 
ito $8,000. Last week, big $17,000. “This Side of Law” (WB). Okay 
| Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448: 55- $9,000. Last week, “Rock Island 
| 85)—"Ma, Pa Kettle To Town” (U) Trail” (Rep), $7,000. 
‘and “State Penitentiary” (Col).!  Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: 50-99)— 
| Fine $15,000 or near. Last week,| “Cinderella” (RKO) (12th wk), 
i\“Comanche Territory” (U) and | School break may continue long- 
| “David Harding, Counterspy” (Col) | running hit, fine dues 200. Last week, 
(2d wk), $7,600. $6,300. 
| United Asticts (No. Coast) (1,207; | 
| 55-85) — “D.O.A.” (UA) (2d wk). 
Down to $6,500. Last week, nice 
Down Heat Sloughs Hub B.0.; 
Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener) | 6 
| (370; 85-$1) — “Astonished Heart” | ADMI€ Okay at $32,000, 


(U) (2d wk). Held to $3,500. Last | 


week. good $4,000. | ‘Lawless’ Not Good 156 


Clay (Roesner) oe | 
“City Lights’ (UA) (reissue) (4th | Boston, June 13. 
Terrific heat wave knocked out 


wk). Big $4,500. Last’ week, $4,700. | 
| Re | 
Larkin ‘Roesner) (400; 65-85 biz here this stanza with very little 
wk). Sock $4,500. Last week, $4,800, activity noted around town. Lead- 


“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (4th } 

ing by wide margin but below hopes 
‘ ? 
Comanche’ Tall $9,000, 








_is “Annie Get Your Gun” at the 
; , State and Orpheum. “Love That 
» § > | Brute”. at Memorial, “No Man of 
mae, Umpire 926 | Own” at Met and “The Lawless” at 
wea e, June |p ram , 
Show biz is still far below par | | fair. os ded Sonar” at Astor ie 
here, with only biggest pix getting | fourth week is skidding. 
any real biz. New bills this week | Estimates for Thi . 
will up overall total. Night base- | stimates for This Week 


, ball and other attractions offer |, Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95)— 
stiff competition. “Comanche Ter- | “No Sad Songs” (Col) (4th wk). 
ritory” shapes as standout with ; Down to about $4,800 after fair 
‘solid session at the Liberty. “Kill $5,800 for third. 

Umpire” is okay at Coliseum. | Boston (RKO) (3.200: 40-85)— 


| “Sierra” (U) and “Her Wonderful 
(Col). Mild $12,000. Last 


Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59- | Lie” 


84)—"“Kill Umpire” (Col), and week, “One Way Street” (U) and 
| “Father Makes Good’ (Mono). | “Il Was Shoplifter” (U), $14,500. 

| Good $9,500. Last week, “Under Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
|My Skin” (20th) and- “Under | ‘The Lawless” (Par) and “Twi- 
|Daniel Boone” (Mono), slow $5,300, , light in Sierras” (Rep).  Fairish 
| Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; | $5,000. Last week, “Rock Island 
'59-94)—"No Man of Own” (Par) | Trail” (Rep) and “Quicksand” 
|and “Riders of Tucson” (RKO). | (UA), $3,800. 

| Okay $7,000. Last week, “Love! Memorial (RKO) (3,500: 40-85)— 
| 


That Brute” (20th) and “Customs _“Love That Brute” (20th) and 


| Agent” (Col), $7,200. | “Rapture” (FC). Below par at 
Liberty (Hamrick) (1 650; 59-84) , $11,000. Last week, “Kill the Um- 
—‘Comanche Territory” (U). Solid pire” (Col) and “Tyrant of Sea” 
$9.000 or near. Holds. Last week, | (Col), $10,000. 
“Johnny Holiday” (UA) and Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 40- 
Pein Plane Robbery” (UA), slow 85)—*No Man of Own” (Par) and 
$5.2 “Pistol Packing Mama’ (Indie). 
Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 59- | "Mild $12,000. Last week, “Eagle 
84)—“Tight Little Island” (U). and Hawk” (Par) and “Humphrey 
| Oke $4,000. Last week, “Kettles | Takes Chance” (Mono), $11,000. 
/To Town” (U) and “Undertow” Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
(U), (4th wk-5 days), $2,800. “Annie Get Gun” (M-G). Not up 


Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- | to hopes but satisfactory $19,000. 


 84)— ‘Secret Fury” (RKO). Flat | Last week, “Asphalt Jungle’ M-G) 
$4,000. Last week, “Please Be-| and “Please elieve Me” ‘(M-G), 
lieve Me” (M-G), $4,400. | fair $8,300 for second week. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; gt Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
_84)— “Damned Don’t Cry” (WB). |—“The Lawless” (Par) and “Twi- 
_ Okay $8,000. Last week, “Colt light in Sierras” (Rep). Average 
45 (WB) and “Destination Big | $10,000. Last week, “Rock Island 
House” (Rep), (2d wk), $6,600. | Trail” (Rep) and “Quicksand” 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; | (UA), $8,500. 
| 59- 84)—“Fortunes Captain Blood” State |‘Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 


(Col) and “Beware of Blondie” | “Annie Get Gun” (M-G). Oke $13.- 


| (Col). Thin $6,000 or less. Last | 000. Last week, “Asphalt Jungle” 
| week, “Eagle and Hawk” (Par)|(M-G) and “Please Believe Me” 
(2d wk), only $3,000 in 4 days. }(M-G) (2d wk), wane 
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Wednesday, June 14, 1950 


VARIETY 





Heat Hits Chi; ‘Eagle’ Lofty $14,000, 


‘Winslow’ $6,500, 


‘Jungle’ Hot 126, 


Fury - Golden 20's’ Moderate at 106 


,* 





Chicago, June 13. 


Trade here is generally off this | 
week, with only a couple of new 
entries doing well and holdovers 
just average at best. Terrific heat 
wave is mainly responsible, but all 
lines of biz are just generally bad. 

Best showing is being racked up 
by double bill of “Eagle and Hawk” 
and “Destination Big House” at 
Roosevelt and “The Winslow Boy” 
at the Loop. Former is drawing | 
fat $14,000; latter is strong $6,500. | 
“Asphalt Jungle” 1s a close third 
with fancy $12,000 at United Art-| 
ists. , ; 

Remaining two new entries are | 
not doing too well. “Caged,” with | 
Denise Darcel in person at Chi- | 
cago, is sluggish $41,000. Twin 
bill of “Secret Fury” and “The 
Golden Twenties is moderate $10,- 
000 at the Palace. 

“In a Lonely Place” and Louis | 
Armstrong and Eileen Barton in| 











person at the Oriental are down to" putting a dent in most boxoffices, | 
“Father of Bride” is doing smash | 


$23,000 in second week at Oriental. 
“Jackie Robinson Story” is fair| 
$8,000 in second stanza at Grand. | 
“Samson and Delilah,” in ninth and 
final week at State-Lake, is pleas- | 
ant $11,000. “Big Lift” is drawing | 
the Wood’s lowest grosses in years | 
with minute $8,000 in third and | 
final week. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 


“Caged” (WB) with Denise Darcel | 
onstage. Dull $41,000. Last week, 
“Love That Brute” (20th) with Desi | 
Arnaz and Lucille Ball in person, | 
$50,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— | 
“Story of GI Joe” (EL) (reissue) | 
and ‘‘Wrestling Jamboree” (Indie). | 
Neat $6,000. Last week, “Rocket | 
Ship” (U) and “Mars Attacks the | 
World” (U) (reissues) (2d wk), $5,- | 


000. 
(RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— | 





Grand 
“Jackie Robinson Story’. (EL) (2d | 
wk). Okay $8,000. Last week, | 
$12,000. 

Loop (Telenews) (625; 98) —| 
“Winslow Boy” (EL). Strong $6.500. | 
Last week, “Champagne for Cae- 
sar’ (UA) (2d wk), $6,700. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98)— | 
“In Lonely Place” (Col) with Louis | 
Armstrong orch and Eileen Barton | 
onstage (2d wk). Down to $23,000. 
Last week, solid $35,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Secret Fury” (RKO) and “Golden 
Twenties” (RKO). Mediocre $10,- 
000. Last week, “Sierra” (U) and 
“Outrages of Orient’ (SG), $8,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,5u0; 50-98)— 
“Fagle and Hawk” (Par) and “Des- 
tination Big House” (Rep). Fat 
$14,000. Last week, “Colt .45” 
(WB) and “Backfire” (WB) (2d wk), 
sock $15,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 74- 
$1.20)—“Samson and Delilah” (Par) 
(9th wk). Nice $11,000 for final 
week. Last week, $9,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)\—“Asphalt Jungle (M-G). Fast. 
$12,000. Last week, Reformer and 
Redhead” (M-G) (2d wk), $7,000. | 
; Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—_ 
‘Big Lift” (20th) (3d wk). Lowest | 
Bross for this house in years; di 
$8.000. Last week, $12,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Faust 
and Devil” (Col) (5th wk). Neat 
$3,200. Last week, $3,500. 











‘Caged’ Paces Perking 
Pitt With 13G; ‘Jungle’ 
NSG 116, ‘Robinson’ 5G 


| 
; Pittsburgh, June 13. 
Slight pick-up in a couple of | 
Situations this week at least is of-| 
fering some encouragement, and. 
first ray of light downtown in some | 
time. “Caged” gave Stanley its | 
best opening day in months and 
D.O.A." has been producing a Jit-| 
tle action at the Fulton. Biz for 
\sphalt Jungle” at Penn is mild | 
and not up to what such rave oy 
Views would ordinarily get. “Jackie | 
Robinson Story” will get only one. 
Stanza at Barry. 
Estimates for This Week 
. Barry (Skirball) (1,100; 45-80)— | 
, ackie Robinson Story” (EL). Had | 
loved for some kind of a run but) 
Hy developing and will get barely 
»).000. As a result, house is clos- 
ing down for six or seven weeks, 
patensibly to install a cooling sys- 


m. 
ory eaten (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
ae ).A. (UA). Little better than 
\> Deen here in recent weeks and 
sould get $6,000. Will stay an 
(Continued on page 29) 








‘Carey U.S.A.” 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playin;, percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
—o the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


Bride’ Record 
$16,000, Denver 


Denver, June 6. 
Despite hot weather which is 








at the Broadway. It set four daily 
house marks, and will top the bld 
weekly high. “Asphalt Jungle” 
looks very disappointing with a 
lean figure at Orpheum. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Three Came Home” (20th) (2d 
wk). P aces $2,500. Last week, big 


*Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74)—“Father of. Bride” (M-G). Ter- 
rific $16,000. Holds indef. Last 
week, “Outriders” (M-G) (2d wk), 
$4,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘Captain Carey” (Par) (2d wk). 
Poor $7,000. Last week, $10,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) and 
“Tyrant of the Sea” (Col), day-date 
with Esquire, Webber. Lean $11,- 
000. Last week, “Colt .45’” (WB) 
and “Four Days Leave” (FC), big 
$17,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) 
“Tyrant of Sea” (Col), also Denver, 
Webber. Fair $2,000. Last week, 
“Colt .45” (WB) and “Four Days 
Leave” (FC), big $3,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) and “Storm 
Over Wyoming” (RKO). Very light 
$9,500. Last week, ‘““‘Wagonmaster” 
(RKO) and “Shadow on Wall” 
(M-G), fair $12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Buccaneer’s Girl” (U) and “Hoe- 
down” (Col). Fair $6,000. Last 
week, “Ma, Pa Kettle To Town” 
(U), nice $9,000 2d week. 

Vogue (Wolfberg) (600; 60-74)— 
“Jassy” (Indie) and “Springtime in 
Paris” (Indie). Poor $1,500. Last 
week, “Glass Mountain” (EL) (3d 
wk), fine $2,700. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) and 
“Tyrant of Sea” (Col), also Denver, 
Esquire. Mild $1,700. Last week, 
“Colt .45” (WB) and “Four Days 
Leave” (FC), big $3,000. 


‘CAGED’ BEST BET IN 





L’VILLE, PASSABLE 76, 


Louisville, June 13. 

Looks like downtown houses are 
in for a dull round this week. 
Drive-ins are running full tilt, and 
with eight of them in the Falls 
Cities area, they are shaping as 
real opposition to the first-runs. 
“Caged” at the Mary Anderson is 
pulling adult trade while “Captain 
at the Rialto is 
catchirns some. attention from 
action fans. 

éstimates for This Week 





and 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; | 


45-65) —‘‘Caged” (WB). Satisfactory 
$7,000. Last week, “No Sad Songs” 
(Col), pretty good $7,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—“‘Captain Carey” (Par) and 
“4 Days Leave” (FC). Likely 
modest $9,000. Last week, “Out- 
law” (RKO) and “Golden Twenties” 
(RKO), about same. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“Outriders” (M-G) and “Please 
Believe Me” (M-G). Medium $8,500. 
Last week, “Ma, Pa Kettle To 
Town” (U) and “Palomino” (Col), 
trim $12,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,400; 45-65) — 
“Young Lovers” (EL) and “Golden 
Gloves Story” (EL). Fairish $4,- 
500. Last week, “Eiffel Tower” 
(RKO) and “Riders of Range” 
(RKO), dull $4,000, 





PICTURE GROSSES 
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Balto Up; ‘Annie’ Fancy 
$20,000, ‘Gunfighter’ 76. 


Baltimore, June 13. 

Biz perked up some here this 
week with “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
at Loew’s Century, mainly respon- 
sible. ‘Gunfighter’ was well re- 
ceived by crix, but is not so strong 
at the New. Rest of the downtown 
list is sluggish. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). 
Mounting sock $20,000, best here 
in moons. Last week, ‘Asphalt 
Jungle” (M-G)}, dull $6,400, 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,240; 20- 
60)—“Shadow On Wall” (M-G). 
Opened yesterday (Mon.) after | 
“Robinson Story” (EL) failed to 
catch on at $4,900. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)—- 
“Rock Island Trail” (Rep). Strong- 
ly sold for somewhat better than | 
average trade at $5,000. Last week, | 
“Bengal Lancer” (Par) (reissue), 
$3,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Gunfighter” (20th). Nicely re- 
ceived by crix but slight $7.000 | 
is about all. Last week, ‘“‘Love That 
Brute” (20th), $6,200. 





Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Caged” (WB). Disappointing at 
$9,000 or near. Last week, “Colt 
.45” (WB) (2d wk), held well at 


$7,200 after $14,300 opener. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) , 
—‘‘Desperados” (Col) and ‘“Rene- 
gades” (Col) (reissues). Not doing 
anything with $4,000 or less. Last 
week, “Secret Fury” (RKO), okay 
$6,400. 


Caged’ Cops In 
Dim Cleve., $17,000 


Cleveland, June 13. 
“Caged” at Hippodrome is hold- | 
ing first place but is not boasting , 








Bway Way Off; ‘Winchester’-Stage | 


OK $61,000, ‘Night’-Ball-Arnaz $70,000 
‘Jungle’-Spivak 406; ‘Bride’ 1336, 4th 


Despite eight new bills, Broad- 
way first-run boxoffices generally 
are at the lowest point of the year 


'and some houses look to hit the 
| worst figure in several years. First 


real hot wave of season is mainly 
to blame. It also appears that there 
is just not enough money to go 
around for all spots to do well, ac- 


| cording to veteran exhibs: 


Even in the face of this general 


| downbeat, however, some theatres 
| are doing passably fair, while the 


Music Hall is smash in its fourth | 
week of “Father of the Bride.” 

Of the eight new bills (two are 
in arty sure-seaters), only the Par- 


|}amount and Roxy are measuring 
| anywhere near expectancy. 


“Win- 
chester ’73,” with Patricia Morison, 
John Payne, Jan Murray and the 
Al Donahue band onstage, is barely 


|Okay with $61,000 at the Par. 
| “Night and City,” with Lucille Ball 
;}and Desi Arnaz and their Holly- 


wood Revue, is comparatively less 
invigorating at $70,000 or less at 
the Roxy. Weakness is all the more 


| surprising in view of some nice re- 


views. 

“Asphalt Jungle,’ with Charlie 
Spivak, Georgie Price and others 
onstage, perhaps is the biggest dis- 


| appointment. Capitol pic drew vir- 


tual raves from most crix but a 
mild $40,000 looks like all for the 
first week. Even more of a dud for 
stagefilm houses is the Strand with 
“Return of Frontiersman” and Cab 
Calloway onstage. It does not 
shape to top $15,000, all-time low 
for this policy at Strand. “Bright 
Leaf” opens Friday (16). 

Globe likely will sag to lowest 
point in many months with “Please 
Believe Me,” with $7,000 rated tops 
for week. ‘“Wagonmaster” sup- 
plants Saturday (17). Rivoli is com- 
paratively as drab at $11,000 with 


about it since every first-runner | “Fortunes of Capt. Blood.” Sutton 
here has been smacked down by | launched “Winslow Boy” and Park 


hot weathér. State, with “No Man 
Of Her Own,” looks very lean 
while “Love That Brute” at Palace 
is very droopy. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Fortunes Captain Blood’ (Col). 
Okay $10,500. Last week, “Kill 
Umpire” (Col), $9,500. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55-70) 
— “Winslow Boy” (EL) (2d wk). 


Weak $2,500 following $3,500 for | 


last stanza. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Caged” (WB). Rather lively for 
summer at $17,000 or over. Last 
week, “Colt .45”" (WB), nice $18,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (565; 
55-70) — “Strangers in House” 
(Indie). At low ebb with $1,500. 
Last week, “Rapture” (FC) and 
“Mozart Story” (Indie), $2,200. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,205; 55-70) — 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) (m.0.). 
Average $6,000. Last week, “Big 
Hangover” (M-G) (m.o.), $5,500. 

Paiace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70) — 
“Love That Brute” (20th). Light 
$8,500. Last week, “Wagonmaster 
(RKO), $9,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70) — 
“No Man Of Her Own” (Par). Way 
off at $10,000. Last week, “Asphalt 
Jungle” (M-G), ordinary $14,000. 
Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70) 

“Lawless” (Par). Sauntering | 
along to #11 $6,500. Last week, 
“Outriders” (M-G), $5,500. 


‘Lift? Okay $15,000 In. 
Mont’]; ‘Woman’ $13,000. 


Montreal, June 13. 

Biz is just fair here this week 
at deluxers. Most holdovers are 
way off. “Big Lift” is only okay 
at Loew’s. “Woman of Distinction’ 
is doing nearly as well at the 
Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 





| brought in “Rocking Horse Win- 
|ner,” with “Winslow” doing great 
|in first week. ; 
Continuing standout and_ still 
boxoffice champ, “Father of Bride” 
‘and stagehow is holding to big 
$133,000 in fourth week at the 
'Music Hall. Bill holds a fifth 
| stanza and possibly a sixth. In view 
! of conditions, “Annie Get Gun” is 
holding moderately well with about 
| $21,000 for fourth frame at the 
State. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1.300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘“Robinson Story” (EL) (5th wk). 
Fourth round ended Monday (12) 
fell to $10,000 after $13,000 for 
third week. Stays on, with “The 
Lawless” (Par) due June 22. 
Biiou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (86th 
wk). Holding okay at $6,000 after 
$6,800 last week. Stays on indef. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820: 55-$1.50) 
—“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) with 
Charlie Spivak orch, Georgie Price 
topping stageshow. Despite strong 
reviews for pic, will be lucky to 
hit $40,000, lightweight. Holds. 
Last week, “Big Hangover” (M-G) 
plus Woody Herman orch heading 
stage bill (2d wk), down to $31,000. 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘“‘Rocketship X-M” (Lin) (3d-final 
wk). Down to about $7.000 in final 
6 days after nice $13,000 for sec- 
ond. “Woman on Pier 13” (RKO) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—“Please Believe Me” (M-G). 
Very disappointing with drab $7,- 


000 or less. J.ast week, “Singing 
Guns” (Rep), $9,000. : 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 


$1.20'—“‘Rock Is!and Trail’ (Ren) 
(2d wk). Off to mild $10.000 
after $12.00 opener. ‘“Destina- 
tion Moon” (EL) opens June 27. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Four Days Leave” (FC) and 





Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
“Woman of Distinction” (Col). Oke 
$13,000. Last week, “Maytime in | 
Mayfair” (Indie), $9,500. » 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“Man with Horn” (WB) (2d wk) 
Down to $11,000 following socko | 
$17,000 opener. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Robinson Story” (EL) (2d wk). 


Off to $6,000 after hot $14,000 last 
week. 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 


“Big Lift” (20th). Passable $15,000. | 
Last week, “Rosie O’Grady” (WB) 
(2d wk), $11,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— | 
“Dakota Lil” (20th) and “Shop- | 
lifter’ (U). Good $9,000. Last | 
week, “Mark Gorilla” (Col) and | 
“Chinatown Midnight” (Col), same. | 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— | 
“Johnny Holiday” (UA) and “Giri | 
in Million” (UA). Mild $4,000. Last | 
week, “D.O.A.” (UA) and “Feudin’s | 
Rhythm” (UA), $6,000. 





| “In 


} (4th wk). 


vaude. Slipping way off from re- 
cent pace, with thin $14,000. which 
is not vrofitable. Last week, “Kid 


| From Texas” (U) with vaude, okay 
|/ $19,500 but considerably below 


hopes. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 55- | 
$1.50)—“Winchester '73” (U) plus 
John Payne, Patricia Morison, Jan 
Murrav. Al Donahue onstage (2d 
wk). First round ended last night 
(Tues.) was okav $61.000. In ahead, 
Lonely Place” (Col) with 
Frankie Laine, Elliot Wawrence 
orch (3d wk), good $55,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—“Rocking Horse Winner” (UV). ' 
First week winding up today (Wed.) | 
looks to reach okay $8,500. Better 
than recent entries here. Holds. 
Last week, “Adam and Evalyn” 
(U) (4th wk), $3,500. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945: 80-$2.40)—‘Father 


ly great style at $133,000 after 
smash $140,000 for third stanza. 
Holds a fifth and possibly a sixth 
week. “Next Voice You Hear” 
(M-G) set to come in as July 4 pic- 


ture, probably opening around 
June 29. 
Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98). — 


“Harlem Fellies” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Just coasting after not so good 


$6,000 in first week. In ahead, 
“Congolaise” (FC) (2d wk-10 days), 
$7,500. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 90- 


$1.80)—“Fortunes of Capt. Blood” 
(Col). Likely only dull $11,000 
or under. In ahead, “Kill Umpire” 
(Col) (2d wk-6 days), $8,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 
“Night and City” (20th) plus Lu- 
cille Ball, Desi Arnaz and their 
Hollywood Revue including Mary 
Raye and Naldi. Looks okay $70,- 
000 in initial round. Holds. Last 
week, “Love That Brute” (20th) 
with Sid Caesar, Faye Emerson, 
Imogene Coca heading stageshow 
(2d wk), $50,000, under hopes. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
—“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Fourth frame ended _ yesterday 
(Tues.) was down to $21,000 after 
$29,000 for third week. Stays on 
indef. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2) — 
“Return of Frontiersman” (WB) 
plus Cab Calloway and Cabaliers, 
Variety revue onstage. Hitting bot- 
tom with drab $15,000 or less, stay- 
ing only the one week. Last week, 
“Caged” (WB) with Xavier Cugat 
orch and revue onstage (3d wk), 
Okay $29,000. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (2d wk). First 
week started off great with $14,- 
000; second frame opened yester- 
day (Tues.). In ahead, “Fallen 
Idol” (SRO) (30th wk), $3,200. 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“Third Man” (SRO) (19th 
wk). Still showing some profit at 
around $9,000 after $10,500 last 
week. Continues on until next 
month. 


‘Annie Strong 
$15,000, Indpls. 


Indianapolis,.June 13. 

Biz is spotty at first-runs here 
this stanza. At least there’s one 
bright spot, the strong week 
“Annie Get Your Gun” is getting 
at Loew’s. It is good enough to 
hold. But “Paid In Full” is quiet 
at Circle and “Big Lift” looms 
very slow at the Indiana. 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65) — “Paid in Full” (Par) and 
“Under My Skin” (20th). Modest 
$8,500. Last week, “Damned Don’t 
Cry” (WB) and “Humphrey Takes 
Chance” (Indie), $7,500. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
“Big Lift” (29th). Measly $6,000. 
Last week, “Riding High” (Par) 
and “Federal Man” (Indie), $8,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). - Strong 
$15,000, best figure in weeks here. 
Last week, ‘Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) 
and “Davy Crockett” (UA), $8,500. 

Lyric (G-D). (1,600; 44-65) — 
“Story G.I. Joe” (UA) and “Tillie’s 
Punctured Romance” (UA) (re- 
issues). Mild $4,500. Last week, 
“Rock Island Trail” (Rep) and 
“Women From _ Headquarters” 
(Rep), $5,000. 


No Cheer in Det. But 
Pier 13’ Fair $14,000; 
‘Brute’ Very Slow 196 


Detroit, June 13. 

There is nothing to cheer about 
this week as exhibitors faced up 
to another slow week. “Father 
of Bride,” off to a great start last 
week, is slipping the second time 
around at the Michigan. “Love 
That Brute” at the Fox is very 
mild. “Jackie Robinson Story,” 
which didn’t meet expectations in 
first week at the Downtown, looks 
fairly steady in second. ‘Woman 
on Pier 13” shapes fair at the 
Palms. - 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Love That Brute” (20th) and 
“Rapture” (FC). Dull $19,000. Last 
week, “Baron of Arizona” (Lip), 
$18.000. 











of Bride” (M-G) and _ stageshow 
Continues in surprising- 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
(Continued on page 29) 
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READ THIS TRAVEL FOLDER 


about the summer's hottest comedy 


to which the crowds start travelling July Ath 
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THE GANG'S ALL ” 


HERE AND THEY’RE 
HEADED WEST... 


All the stars of ‘My Friend 
Irma” back with new laughs co | 
for all their fans and for Pos Le 


the millions who hear the 
famous CBS radio show. 


“This one proves that } : 
sequels can sometimes ; ’ 3 3 | 
top their originals.” i. 
—Holly wood Reporter 2 oe 




















HAVE YOU EVER 
SEEN SUCH 
PRETTY SCENERY 2 


WW won't be lonely any more eS 
on the lone prow-ee when oe ees 
hese three gals start ex- — 
ploring new frontiers from 
Chicago to Las Vegas. 





“Hearty response at 
N.Y. Paramount where 
VW was ‘sneaked’. 
—M.P. Daily 
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A AB-STATE ALARM 
OF LAUGHS WHEN 
\RMAR'S KIDNAPPED 


Jerry Lewis makes like 
Geronimo to find her in the 
hills. But she gabs so much 
thot the gangsters gladly 
give her back—and for free! 


ees Ss 





PT ns adie oa il 4 Sah 


“Should be as success- 
tul at the boxoffice as 


—Showman’s T F - 1 oR . ‘ ; si a . ; A 


production 





ALL MEN OF 
DISTINCTION 
PREFER CALVET 


Dean Martin sings song-hit, fo 
‘I'll Always Love You", to —. 
France's answer to the 
Marshall Plan — gorgeous 
Corinne Calvet. 
















































“Can be counied on to 
pile up same kind of 
coin as first."” 
—Daily Variety 











NATURAL CANASTA 
—AND LEWIS LOSES 
.. BUT "NATCH\ 


starti ng 
That handsome new face at 


he left, the card-sharp of bs / = ; | JOH A LUN D 
the dlub-car,is the romantic "aE a 2 
discovery, Pierre, who con oni it ty () RI NN F (; A LVET 
sure go along witha gag! aw on a 
| | DEAN MARTIN 
Jerry Lewis delivers hilarious 


ricastcowwee | MARIE WILSON si 


Martin sings new popular [> / Directed by HAL WALKER © 


hits by Jay Livingston and 
Screenplay by 


Ray Evans. 
Cy Howard and Parke Levy 
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‘“ilarious follow-up 
to highly successtul 
original. —Film Daily 
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MARTIN & LEWIS 
ARE TODAY'S TOP 
SCREAM-TEAM ... 




















“Jerry Lewis grooves 
the guffaws in sock 
fashion.” —Variety 
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Johnny One-Eve 
mark get in its licks for the finale. 
This one will have to seratch hard 
to get b.o. returns. 

Two bigshot racket men risen 
from a lowly beginning, a beautiful 
doll, a little girl and a dog are 
typical Runyon setup. Pat O’Brien 
and Wayne Morris, early partners 
in crime, have grown more respect- 
able in pursuing their respective 


ways in the rackets. A reform 
move by the D. A.’s office finds 
Morris fingering O’Brien for a 


murder five years back. As the law 
moves in to ask embarrassing 
questions, O’Brien takes it on the 
lam to hunt down Morris and make 
him change his story. Both end 
ignobly in a gunfight, with O’Brien 
having the edge in sympathy be- 
cause of the events that lead up 
to the battle. 

Robert Florey directed and dis- 
plays little understanding of the 
story or how to get the players to 
interpret so that audience interest 
will be maintained. His handling 
is arty, and certainly no Runyon 
character ever fitted that type of 
treatment. and the directorial pace 
is measure@ to the point of ex- 
treme slowness. 

O'Brien delivers 
and finale sequences but in _ be- 
tween suffers from lack of guid- 
ance. Morris scores better, but 
his character is the more consist- 
ent. Dolores Moran an ample 
eveful as the beautiful doll who is 
Morris’ beloved. Little Gayle Reed 
is the girl who becomes O’Brien’s 
friend as he, wounded, hides out 
in an abandoned N. Y. house but 
still has time to care for her dog, 
the title character of the story. 
Others do what they can under the 
bad direction. 

New York locale dresses up 
Richard Landau’s script. Benedict 
Bogeau’s production guidance fares 
very well in the physical dressing 
of the plot but he should have 
been firmer in his supervision of 
the directorial interpretation of 
the script. N. Y. photography was 
done by William Miller, while Lu- 
cien Andriot did the story portions. 
Both are good. Brog. 


well in earlier 


is 





The Great Jewel Robber 


Hollywood, June 10. 
Warners release of Bryan Foy produc- 


tion. Stars David Brian; features Mar- 
jorie Reynolds, John Archer, Jacqueline 
de Wit, Alice Talton, Perdita Chandler. 
Directed by Peter Godfrey. Written by 
Borden Chase; camera, Sid Hickox; edi- 
tor, Frank Magee. Tradeshown June 8, 
50. Running time, 91 MINS. 

LOS ee See se ae ; David Brian 
oy Ree rer eee Marjorie Reynolds 
SR a re Jacqueline de Wit 
Brenda ‘pReVebboseteeans Alice Talton 
DOINOOR. aca ccane Peer .. John _ Archer 
3 a ere Perdita Chandler 
Lieut. Kelly..........Robert B. Williams 
| es Sas hase Warren Douzlas 
MOMOIE«..5%.5 Cr Pree John Morgan 
ee Sr er eee ree ...Bigelow Sayre 

and 
Mayor Stanley Church of New Rochelle 
as Himself 


Bryan Foy has seized a _ plot 
from the front pages and put to- 
gether a good n.elodramatic show 
for Warners release. “The Great 
Jewel Rotber” is the crime saga 
of Gerard Dennis, lone wolf who 
stole more than $1,000,000 in valu- 
ables from society homes during 
1947 and 1948. He is now serving 
a sentence of from 18 years to life 
in Sing Sing. 

Dennis’ life was a_ series of 
crimes and dames, and its was the 
latter that eventually brought to 
an end his elusive career and suc- 
cessful dodging of the law. On 


' 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8 


| 


paper or film, the story looks ex- | 


actly like adventurous pulp fiction 
and lends itself particularly to cel- 
luloid melodrama of the kind that 


can rate good returns in fast play-. 


dates. 
David Brian was a good choice 
to portray Dennis, and he runs 


lips, Max Nosseck, Lawrence Goldman; 
camera, J. Roy Hunt; music score, Karl | 
Hajos; editor, Douglas Bagier. At Ha- | 
waii, Hollywood, June 9, °50. Running 
_ time, 67 MINS, 

| Robert Warren........ Lawrence Tierney 
Vieter Blom... crccece ..George Coulouris 
Maria Marek ........... Marissa O’Brien 
Gregory Marek.......... Rudolph Anders 
Huerta........ssc6 Sabo eee Lopes da Silva 
PS Te heeeewresesd Veloso Pires 


through the saga of crimes and /' 
gals with an aplomb that keeps it | 


interesting. 
Way sag in the action, but pace 
quickly revives and comes up with 
a topnotch conclusion. 
Peter Godfrey builds a lot of ten- 
sion into the Dennis sorties into 
homes and boudoirs. Some could 
have been skipped because there 
is a natural sameness 
Dennis’ continued 
jewels and furs. 
brings 
femmes for variety. 

Claudia Barrett is the first girl, 
who finances Dennis’ escape from 
Canadian law. Perdita Chandler 
is the next, a tough cookie who 
helps him to crime in Buffalo. 
Marjorie Reynolds is the third on 


filching of 
However, story 


There’s a slight mid- | 


Director | 


about | 


in a great assortment of | 


the scene as the girl who eventu- | 


ally proves his undoing. There’s 
a brief interlude with Alice Talton 
and a west coast adventure with 
Jacqueline de Wit. Dennis is col- 
Jared for the final time by cops 


while dating a casual pickup, 
bringing to an end a _ colorful 
career. 

Each of the femmes reflects 








good casting. Mayor’ Stanley 
Church of New Rochelle plays 
himself in the footage and there 
are other assists from John 
Archer, Robert B. Williams, War- 
ren Douglas, John Morgan and 
Bigelow Sayre in putting the story 
over. 

Foy’s production is a constantly 
moving one, covering east and 
west locales of the Dennis career. 
Borden Chase, a pulp fiction grad- 
uate, does a very expert job of 
fashioning the screenplay. 


factors measure up. 
Brog. 


other technical 


Armored Car Robbery 
Hollywood, June 8. 


RKO release of Herman Schlom pro- 
duction Stars Charles McGraw Adele 
Jergens, William Talman; features Doug- 
las Fowley, Steve Brodie, Don McGuire, 


Don Haggerty. James Flavin, Gene Evans. 
Directed by Richard Fleischer. Screen- 
Earl Felton, Gerald Drayson Adams; 


lay, 
uguested by a story by Robert Angus, 
Robert Leeds: camera, Guy Roe; editor, 
Desmond Marquette. Tradeshown June 6, 
"50. Running time, 67 MINS. 
Cordell... ; ; ..Charles McGraw 
Yvonne... a Adele Jergens 
PUPOEB. ccceovscccsoccces William Talman 
IT kn tesd croodeces Douglas Fowley 
Mapes ‘ Steve Brodie 
PAR. .cccccscvcesecsess Don McGuire 
Cn, 6 c-kgena keene aeder Don Haggerty 
Phillips James Flavin 
Foster.. ..Gene Evans 
RKO has concocted an okay 


cops-and-robbers melodrama _ for 
the supporting market. “Armored 
Car Robbery” plays off at a good 
pace and is particularly suited for 
those situations where the audi- 
ence likes to buy tough-~ mefilers 
along with the “A” feature. 
Charles McGraw heads the cast 
as a tough cop out to run down a 


gang that robbed an armored car 
and killed his policeman buddy. 
Action is fast as director Richard 


Fleischer tells the story. Police 
work in closing in on the gang is 
interesting and believable, and 
there’s considerable suspense in 
the various close escapes. the 
crooks have before they finally get 
justice. 

William Talman masterminds the 
robbery, a carefully planned job 
executed at L. A.’s Wrigley Field, 
the last stop of the armored car in 
its cash-collecting rounds. By 
chance, McGraw and buddy are 
near the scene and fight it out with 
Talman’s outfit, but they still es- 
cape with the cash and a wounded 
crook. From then on it’s a cat- 
and-mouse game of. hide-and-seek 
that sees all of the gang either 
killed or captured except Talman. 
He gets his while trying to escape 
in a chartered plane. 

McGraw, Don McGuire and 
James’ Flavin, as cops, do very 
well. Talman and his cohorts put 
plenty of color into their heavy as- 
signments. Douglas Fowley, Steve 
Brodie and Gene Evans are: the 
trio who back Talman’s robbery 
play expertly. Adele Jergens at- 
tracts as a stripteaser and Tal- 
man’s romantic interest. 

Herman Schlom’s production of 
the script by Earl Felton and Ger- 
ald Drayson Adams makes smart 
use of Los Angeles city and harbor 
locales. Lensing by Guy Roe is 
good and editing tight. Brog. 





Kill Or Be Killed 
Hollywood, June 9. 


Eagle Lion release of Walter Jurmann 
production. Stars Lawrence Tierney; fea- 
tures George Coulouris, Marissa O’Brien, 
Rudolph Anders. Directed by Max Nos- 
seck. 





“Kill Or Be Killed” is a mystery- 


drama film with a fair pace and | 


should hold up as supporting fare 
in the general run situations. Per- 
tormances, production and direc- 
tion are on the credit side, but 
script bogs down and prevents pic- 


ture from being more than a sec-| 


ondary release. 

Lawrence Tierney heads the cast 
and does excellently. 
grade —_ support 
O’Brien, George Coulouris and 
Rudolph Anders. Also registering 
is Veloso Pires as a mute servant 
boy. Max Nosseck’s direction is re- 
sponsible for bringing out the good 
performances and giving film what- 
ever impetus it has. South Ameri- 
can locale provides the neat setting 


from 


for Walter Jurmann’s production. | 


Script by Arnold Phillips, Nos- 
seck and Lawrence Goldman is full 
of weak situations and trite dialog 


in telling the yarn of a man who) 


gets framed for a murder rap and 
takes to the jungle to avoid police. 
During the law-dodging, Tierney 
mects and falls for Miss O’Brien, 
wife of Anders, and Jearns the mur- 
der he is accused of is tied in with 


Lens- | 
ing by Sid Hickox is good and the | 


Story and screenplay, Arnold Phil- | 


He gets top- | 
Marissa | 


Anders and latter’s plantation part- 
| ner, Coulouris. 
_ With the help of Miss O’Brien 
and Pires, Tierney is able to foil 
plot of the two heavies to do him 
in. Windup sees Miss O’Brien a 
widow and free to join up with 
Tierney. He comes out with the 
plantation, the gal and clearance 
from the police. Screenplay tosses 
in a lot of situations that need bet- 
ter explanation than they receive. 
Camera and score-wise, film has 


been ably handled. J. Roy Hunt’s | 


lensing gets in some realistic jun- 
gle shots, and music by Kar! Hajos, 
with themes by Walter Jurmann, 
fits the meller intent of the pro- 
duction. Free. 





Rider From Tueson 
Hollywood, June 8. 


RKO release of Herman Schlom pro- 
duction. Stars Tim Holt: features Rich- 
ard Martin, Elaine Riley, Douglas Fowley, 
Veda Ann Borg, Robert Shayne, William 
Phipps Directed by Lesley Selander. 
Written by Ed Earl Repp: camera, Nich- 
olas Musuraca; editor. Robert Swink. 
Tradeshown June 6, 50. Running time, 
60 MINS. 
eee Tim Holt 
SR rere ; Elaine Riley 
DE iinecckesaees enews Douglas Fowley 
RE Gi Gatrydewneen ees Veda Ann Borg 
Se ree Robert Shayne 
Tug Caldwell ....... William Phipps 
Hardrock Jones....... Harry Tyler 
Sheriff Reeeene ae Luther Crockett 
i, Sig 11. 2 Dorothy Vaughan 
ae eee .. Stuart Randall 
ON ere eee ..Marshall Reed 


Chito Rafferty Richard Martin 





The Tim Holt series of westerns 
at RKO early found a pretty good 
formula and sticks with it. “Rider 
From Tucson” follows the general 
pattern, taking Holt and his side- 
kick, Richard Martin, off on an- 
other adventure that sees them 
administering prairie justice to 
evildoers. For the Saturday mati- 
nee trade. 

Holt and Martin, 
rodeos in Arizona, 
Colorado for the wedding of a 
friend, William Phipps. They 
arrive and find Phipps living in a 
state of armed siege. Claim- 
jumpers are trying to steal his rich 
gold mine. Crooks kidnap 
bride-to-be, hoping to force 
secret from Phipps, but 
without Holt and Martin. 


playing the 
are invited to 


the 
figure 
The 


boys go to the rescue, with chases, | 


gum and fist fights to keep the 
action alive while they round up 
the gang. 

Lesley Selander’s direction sends 
the players through their paces at 


the proper speed for 60 minutes, | 


and the exteriors are expertly dis- 
played by Nicholas Musuraca’s 
lensing. Elaine Riley hasn’t much 
footage as the bride and femme 
interest is on the teughy 
by Veda Ann Borg as one of the 
claim-jumpers. 
Douglas Fowley, 
and Marshall Reed. 
Production setup supervised by 
Herman Schlom measures this one 
for the market. There’s good 
terest in the opening rodeo clips 
that kick off the Ed Earl Repp 
script. Brog. 


Robert Shayne 





The Avengers 
(ONE SONG) 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Republic release of John H. Auer pro- 
duction. Stars Jehn Carroll, Adele Mara; 
features Mona Maris, Fernando Lamas, 
| Roberto Airaldi. Directed by Auer. 
Screenplay, Lawrence Kimble, Aeneas 
MacKenzie; based on Rex Beach’s novel, 
| “Don Careless’; camera, Pablo Taber- 
nero; music, Nathan Scott; editor, Marvin 
J. Coil. Previewed June 9, 50. Running 
time, 92 MINS, 
Don Careless ? 
Francisco Suarez{...... 
Maria Moreno......,. 
54. . Bee Tre eee 
Colonel Luis Corral 
Don Rafael Moreno 


John Carroll 
. Adéle Mara 
. Mona Maris 
Roberto Airaldi 
Jorge Villoldo 


El Mocho 

ere ...Vineente Padula 
Se wernt cedaveekin Vivian Ray 
b PRN, 6: 67:00.6- 040006 e6henne Cecile Lezard 
Pere reas Juan Olaguivel 


Fencing Doubles Eduardo Gardere, Angel 
M. Gordordo Palacios 

And introducing 
Andre LeBlanc Fernando Lamas 


Plenty of fast swordplay and 
general commercialism will help 
to get “The Avengers” by, especial- 
‘ly in the lesser situations. Lensed 
entirely in Argentina, film draws 
interest in this respect but fails 
to generate much otherwise. Com- 
bining a strange mixture of swash- 
_buckling drama and comedy-traves- 
| ty, picture makes no good impres- 
sion in either department. 
| Yarn by Lawrence Kimble and 
| Aeneas MacKenzie, based on Rex 
Beach novel, “Don Careless,” sees 
action centered in South American 
Spanish colony. Standard plot ex- 
ists. Beautiful daughter of col- 
ony’s governor is about to hitch up 
with suave baddie out to overthrow 
the government when along comes 
handsome stranger. New romance 
develops, villain is naturally foiled 
and end sees a clinch between the 
two lovers. 


Film’s one superior credit comes 


with the mantling of John H. Auer, | 


who has used all the Argentina- 
_ provided ingredients to great ad- 
vantage. It’s a different story. 
however, with hig¢ direction. Un- 
even throughout, film looks as 
though he’s never quite made up 
his mind whether he’s out for 
Straight drama or comedy, and as 


the | 


played | 


Other heavies are} 


in- | 


; - : ; 
la result each lessens the effect of sible for finding the money, gives 


| the other. 


|and baritones one traditional tune. 


a routine portrayal of a young 


John Carroll romps through his bank clerk up to his neck in debt 
chore in tongue-in-cheek manner to the loca 


1 bookie. 
George Blair’s direction keeps 


Adele Mara lends the proper in- | things moving at a nice pace, but 
terest in femme leat. Supporting |is occasionally hampered by the 


cast, especially recent Metro pactee 
Fernando Lamas, fares well. 

| Technically, film is a good one. 
Behind-the-camera. artists, majori- 


ty natives of Argentina, give foot- | 


_age decided flavor of the country. 
Neal. 





Texas Dynamo 

(SONGS) 

Hollywood, June 9. 
Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- 
| duction, Stars Charles Starrett; features 
Smiley Burnette, Lois Hall, Jock O’Ma- 
honey, John Dehner, Gregg Barton. Di- 
rected by Ray Nazarro. Written by Barry 
Shipman; camera, Fayte Browne; editor, 
Paul Borofsky. Previewed June 6, °50. 
Running time, 54 MINS. 
Steve Drake ? 
The Durango Kid) 
Smiley Burnett 


Charles Starrett 
Smiley Burnette 


Julia BOGE... .cccccccces Lois Hall 
BATE BOOK... ccccveccecees Jock O’Mahoney 
Perry eee John Dehner 
BAD. « o Coeeeeceoeoo anes Gregg Barton 
DPOGOEE sc cvccceedeesets George Chesebro 
WEE. -ccccecetesouces Marshall Bradford 
Turkey... ccwccccvcess: ‘ Emil Sitka 
BIAWEKING. « coceseveBevesccocecs Fred Sears 


There's little in ‘Texas Dynamo” 
to distinguish it from other Charles 
Starrett westerns. It’s standard 
for the series, using both new foot- 
age and chase episodes from earlier 
Starretts to pad out the time to 
54 minutes and keep t budget 
low. 

Starrett has three characters to 
play in this one and mixes them up 
nicely. In his regular cowboy role, 
he comes to the assistance of a 
friend, but before he can reach his 
destination the friend is killed and 
the deed charged to Starrett’s other 
personality, the Durango Kid. The 
hero then adopts guise of a gun- 
man, hired by the crooks dominat- 
ing a town, to catch Durango. He’s 
a busy man, chasing himself and 
getting the goods on the gang, but 
avoids tripping over the characters 
while establishing law and order. 

Spotted in the footage are sev- 
eral Smiley Burnette sequences 
that try for comedy and permit the 
rotund one to sing three typical 
sagebrush tunes. There’s no ro- 
mantic interest, Lois Hall and Jock 
O’Mahoney playing estranged 
brother and sister. John Dehner 
and Gregg Barton head up the 
skullduggery. 

Ray Nazarro’s direction and Col- 
bert Clark’s production of the Bar- 
ry Shipman script are stock, as is 
lensing. Brog. 


Destination Big House 


| 
| 
| 


{ 


| result, 


| Teutonic type, 


Republic release of William Lackey 
production. Features Dorothy Patrick, | 
| Robert Rockwell, James Lydon, Robert 


Armstrong. Directed by George Blair. 

Screenplay by Eric Taylor, from story by 

Mortimer Braus; camera, John MacBur- 

nie; editor, Tony Martinelli; music, Stan- 

ley Wilson. At New York theatre, N. Y., 

dual, week of June 6, ’50. Running time, 
| 


| 60 MINS. 

| Janet Brooks... ....ccore: Dorothy Patrick 
Dr. Walter Phillips...... Robert Rockwell 

| Fred Brooks...... eooee.s.. James Lydon 
Ed Somers...... saeeee Robert Armgtrong 

| Pete Weiss.......seeeee--- Larry J. Blake 

| Stu by MOTO. ccccccicces John Harmon 

| Celia Brooks.........-....-Claire DeBrey 
Joe Bruno...... .+-..---Richard Benedict 


6606020006 6 o>, ne er 
ccocvececnecé ne) Bee oeee 


Savonia. ...ese 
Al Drury.... 


Dr. Foster......ceccsccoee- Mack Williams 
Ralph Newell...cccccccese: Olan E. Soule 

CD. « capce cososeccee Peter Prouse 
Dr. EVAR. oocccces +eeeeee-Norman Field 





| 
| 
| 
Ray 


“Destination Big House” is an 
‘okay entry for the dualer market 
,at which it’s targeted. Its overall 
‘idea is a few notches above the rou- 
'tine meller offerings, but in its tell- 
|ing story bogs down with pat char- 
acters and unconvincing situations. 

Dorothy Patrick, as a smalltown 
|teacher weekending alone in the 
‘cabin of her fiance. Robert Rock- 
well, unknowingly befriends a city 
racketeer who’s trying to run out 
on the rest of his gang with $80,- 
;000. The gangster stashes the 
dough in the cabin before his fel- 
‘low mobsters eatch up with him 
‘and put a few bullets in his back. 
| However, the racketeer manages to 
| get to a hospital and before kick- 
iing off wills the coin to the girl, 
| but dies before noting where it is. 
| The gal, oblivious to the fact 
| that she had aided a gangster and 
/not knowing anything about the 
loot, is given the eold shoulder by 
| her friends and business associates 
| who, after reading distorted facts 
| about her escapade in the papers, 
| believe she knew the guy and is 
‘keeping the cash under wraps. The 
mobsters who were cheated out of 
| their share of the loot also believe 
|the girl has the money, as does 
/another mob. The $80,000 is even- 
| tually uncovered, with the two 
| gangs shooting it out for the cash. 

However, the mowey winds up in 
ithe gal’s hands and she in turn 
‘donates it to a local hospital for 
_the erection of a polio ward. 

_ Involved in the proceedings be- 
sides Miss Patrick and Rockwell, 
| who turn in satisfactory perform- 

ances, are Robert Armstrong and 

John Harmon, as the gangsters who 
, were supposed to share in the $80,- 

000 take. Both the latter do good 

jobs. Jimmy Lydon, as Miss Pat- 


| Josef Von Baky. 


weak spots in the script. Gros, 


City of Terment 
(GERMAN) 


Films International production and re- 
lease. Stars Hans Albers. Directed by 
Story, Gerhard Grindel, 
Music, Theo Mackenben, Schumann- 
Choirs, Chamber Choir of Berlin Radio, 
Tradeshown in N. Y., June 6, ’50. Run- 
ning time, 84 MINS. . 
Hans Richter........ 





..Hans Albers 


eeee 


Werner Richter......... Paul Edwin Roth 
Edith Schroder..............-.Lotte Koch 
Frau Burkhardt,......... Annemarie Hase 
Mizzi Burkhardt............Heidi Scharf 
ere or rerees. Otto Gebuhr 
SO SE ° Elsa Wagner 
Wwe” MONI 6 60.008 600639 Ursula Barlem 
re ° Ralph Lother 
Georg... -+eee Ludwig Linkmann 
BE ae ners cabeeerimaen. Helmut Helisg 


(In German; English Titles) 

“City of Torment” comes close 
to the high standards that Teutonic 
productions achieved prior to 
Hitler. Basically it is a moving 
story of Berlin’s drabness and 
misery after the last war, with 
Hans Albers heading the cast. Film 
is a solid entry for arty U.S. thea- 
tres. 

“Torment,” which has a_ black- 
market angle, reveals Albers as a 
middle-aged laborer who returns 
to his bomb-shattered house and 
tries to get his old job back. Failing 
this he dabbles in the black mar- 
ket. He does it because his sweet- 
heart, widow of a German soldier, 
needs necessities of life for herself 
and youngster. When the black- 
marketeer’s son, back from an 
Army hospital, learns of his fa- 
ther’s shady maneuvering, he quits 
the house after denouncing his 
parent. Finale finds Albers as .a 
returning to the simpler 
life and discovering more satisfac- 
tion than with his illegal opera- 
tions. 

Without Albers “Torment” would 
be just another foreign-made film. 
He typifies the solid, hard-working 
pre-Nazism. Lotte 
Koch makes an_ understandable 
war widow. Heidi Scharf, as a fun- 
loving blonde, brings a new, sexy 
type to the screen. Paul Edwin 
Roth is excellent as the war- 
blinded son. Otto Gebuhr, heads 
the supporting cast, in which Elsa 
Wagner and Ralph Lother figure 
prominently. 

Josef Von Baky directed with 
intelligence. Gerhard Grindel’s 
story provided a fairly . goed film 





yarn. The music, provided by 
Schumann- Choirs and *Chamber 
Choir of the Berlin Radio, forms 
strong backgrounding for the 
bigger scenes. Wear. 
Odette 
(BRITISH) 
London, June 7. 


British Lion release of Wileex-Neagle 
production. Stars Anna Neagle, Trevor 
Howard? features Marius Goring, Peter 
Ustinov. Directed by Herbert Wilcox. 
Screenplay, Warren Chetham-Strode; came 
era, Max Greene; editor, W. Lewthwaite. 


At Plaza theatre, London, June 6, ‘50. 
Running tim., 123 MINS. 

Ra eee eee Anna. Neagle 
Capt. Peter Churchill..... Trevor Howard 
aes ococcese Marius Goring 
Arnaud...... Fo deteebed ....Peter Ustinov 
RITA rise: Bernard Lee 


Colonel Buckmaster.Maurice Buckmaster 


Madame Gliere............: Marie Burke 
POCHUGS.. ..cccacccceccoseds filles Queant 
Interrogator........-.-. -.+.. Guyri Wagner 
BMOE . s Visveice SER rT he Wolf Frees 
OS RTS + Frederick Wendhousen 
CommamGant..cecvecccce Alfred Shieske 
S. S. Wardress..........Marianne Waller 
Mother Superior.......... Catherine Paul 
Ameriean Officer......+.. John Hunter 
PME. ace 600660566660 e+e... Campbell Gray 
GEROE. cc cc cetecesvrcocssceccs Derek Penley 





The inspiring courage and in- 
domitable spirit of Odette form a 


| powerful dramatic background for 


| 
| 





| deviation from facts. 


this picture. Here is a reai life 
story of heroism and fortitude as 
poignant and moving as any that 
has been conceived. The Wilcox 
production of this epic tale is pre- 


‘sented factually and straight-for- 


wardly, giving it the stamp of re- 
alism it demands. It looks a sure- 
fire money maker in Britain, a po- 
tential record-breaker in Franee 
and worthy of serious attention 
from American exhibs. 

There are no concessions to 
glamor nor has there been any 
Odette her- 


| self, as well as military and naval 





} 


'rick’s brother and the one respon- | 


authorities, insured that the story 
be kept rigidly to all essential de- 
tails. No attempt is made to gloss 
over failures nor is there any 
thought of dramatizing a particular 
situation. In fact, the film has 
documentary fidelity. 

The story of Odette’s adventures 
as a secret agent in France during 
the last war has already been wide- 
ly told. The film recaptures all 
the essential details. How she 
listens to a-radio appeal for pic- 
tures of the French coast and 
sends her collection to the War 
Office instead of the Admiralty. 
How she is given the job and tells 
her children she is leaving on a 
war job in Scotland. Then follows 
her daring landing in France, her 
first assignment in Marseilles, and 
a subsequent round of adventure 


(Continued on page 34) 
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Yuwenthith Cen hry: Yow 


with great pride presents 


A FEATURE PRODUCTION 


of the most 
eagerly awaited subject 


in seventeen years 





Fiirmep IN THE VATICAN WITH THE APPROVAL QF 
HIS HOLINESS AND THE COMMITTEE FOR THE HOLY YEAR! 
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Aussie Film Theatre Biz Still Big: 


Concession Coin 


Vital, Sez GU Exe 


sons. First 





Because there aren't so many? 


places where the public can spend 
its money, either via credit buying 
or for luxury items such as autos, | 
Australian film theatre business | 
continues at a fast pace, according | 
to John Evans, Greater Union The- 
atres veepee, and William Tinkler, 
ad-publicity director of company. 
Both in N. Y. on their first trip to 
the U S.. they pointed out that the- 
atre operators in Aussie so far had 
not had to contend with drive-ins 
or TV. 
There has been no sharp dip in 

after the 


biz since immediately 

war. according to Evans; who at 
the same time cited a different 
economic setup from the U. S. 
Motorears are not viewed as an im- 
portant social factor there and 


many luxury items are prohibited 
or restricted by the government to 
conserve the country’s dollar sup- 
ply needed for importing more es- 
sential goods. 

Evans said the result is that 
spending money isn't going into 
goods requiring credit payments as 
in this country. He also pointed 
out that wages and prices generally 
are not as inflated as in the U. S. 
Thus, the average admission for 
filmhouses of 26c might be com 
pared with two or three times that 
high average admittance scale in 
America. 

An adverse factor, many exhibs 
believe, is that tise admissions are 
controlled by the Aussie govern- 
ment, presently being pegged to 
the 1941 level. This isn’t so good, 
since admissions Down Under by 
1941 hadn’t undergone any real! 
change since the 1932 depression. 

Perhaps a direct result of freez- 
ing admittanee prices, Evans point- 
ed out, was the importance of con- 
cession money to Anzac theatre op- 
erations. Evans related how con- 
cession money represented 20-25°% 
of the gross for GU _ theatres. 
Candy, ice cream and soft drinks 
are principa) items used to swell 


revenue, with screen slides even 
being used to bally concession 
items. Many Australian firstruns 


take the concession setup into con- 
sideration by having plenty of time 
between show “breaks” to allow 
patrons to make purchases at con- 
cession stands; three such “breaks” 
are made for the four daily shows. 

Another sizeable source of reve- 
nue is screen advertising, repre- 
senting 20% of total gross of many 
theatres. 

Evans goes on to England in 
about a week, while Tinkler will 
return to his homeoffice in Syd- 
ney. Both visited Hollywood and 
viewed Coast, southern and middle- 
west theatre operations before com- 
ing to N. Y. They are guests of 
Capt. Harold Auten, GU repre- 
sentative in the U. S. 


Williamson-Tait Chief 
Urges Govt. Backing For 
Aussie Stage Lineup 


Sydney, June 6. 
Bowden, general man- 
of Wiiliamson-Tait, leading 





Harald 
ager 


legit operators Down Under, speak- | 


ing before the Arts Council of 
Australia recently said that if the 
Robert Menzies Liberal 
ment guaranteed managements 
against loss, there would be a ma- 
jor upsurge in grand opera, ballet 
and other top legit fare. 

Bowden infimated that the gov- 
ernment first could aid manage- 
ments by wiping out the current 
crippling amusement tax on ad- 
missions. Also he hinted that with 
a softer setup on the dollar take- 
away ‘currently a_ performer is 
only permitted to takeout around 
$3.000) more ace artists could be 
induced to visit Aussie. Presently 
Williamson-Tait has “Oklahoma!”. 
a terrif bizgetter in Sydney: “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” in its third year: 
“Harvey,” with Joe E. 
click in Melbourne; “A Street Car 
Named Desire, Gilbert-Sullivan 
Opera troupe, and “Song of Nor- 
way” coming up. 

Reported that Robert Menzies, 
Aussie Prime Minister, shortly will 
be leaving for the U. S. to float a 
big loan. It is also anticipated 
that before very long his govern- 
ment will make a decision regard- 


ing the revaluation of the Aussie | 


pound, 


govern- | 


Brown, a 


Hyde Into Savoy After 
Hildegarde on July 17 


Londen, June 13. 

Vic Hyde, currently playing the 
Palladium, has been booked for 
the Savoy cabaret to follow Hilde- 
garde, who opened Monday (12). 
He starts July 17 and stays three 
weeks. 

In between his Palladium and 
Savoy dates, Hyde is doing a short 
vaude tour. On Aug. 6 he planes 
back to N. Y., having a TV date 
there on Aug. 7. 


sin state fair. 


Aylmer, Ashton 
Honored by King 


London, June 6. 


Honors for prominent names in 
the theatre were bestowed by the 
King on the occasion of the official 
celebration of his birthday. 

Arthur Bliss, noted composer, 
who has written scores for a num- 
ber of films, receives a Knight- 
hood. Nancy Price, the 70-year- 
old actress, is made a Commander 
of the British Empire, as is Fred- | 
erick Ashton, principal choreog- 
rapher and artistic co-director of | 
Sadlers Wells Ballet. Felix Ayl- 
mer, film and legit actor, whose 
last play was “Daphne Laureola,” 
and, who is now playing in Metro’s 
“Quo Vadis” in Rome, received the 
Order of the British Empire, as did | 
Wilfred Pickles, British broad- | 
caster. 

Britain’s oldest actor, 96-year- 
old George Wilson, who, in the last 
few years,has played 





a Member of the British Empire. 


BERGER’S ‘BALLERINA’ 
TO U.S. AS ‘DREAMS’ 


With the U. S. 





becoming more 


ballet conscious duriug the past 
year, indie producer Dr. Ludwig 
Berger will shortly invade the 


American market with “Three 
Dreams,” a Paris-made film which 
he wrote, directed and produced. 
Originally it was titled “Ballerina.” 

Berger, who recently arrived in 
N. Y., asserted that “Dreams” was 
turned out for $460,000. Substan- 
tial savings, he said, were effected 
by building fragments of sets and 
| superimposing photos behind them. 
| Another innovation in “Dreams” 


| is the fact that 75° of the picture 


| told in dance form with Ravel’s mu- 


sic as a background. The pic was 


made in both French and English | 
includes Romney | 


versions. Cast 
Brent, who also supervised the Eng- 
lish dialog. 


British Producers Mull 





London, June 6. 

British Film Producers Assn. is 
discussing a proposal that it should 
participate in the Anglo-American 
Productivity Council, the organiza- 
tion set up last vear to give British 
managements and workers an in- 
sight into Yank methods. 

Final deeision will not be taken 
by the BFPA until 
more details of the 


and technicians from British 


Hollywood methods. 





| 


| Met’s Bing Sees Rome 


Rome, June 6. 

Rudolph Bing is here interview- 
ing singers. Although the official 
retirement of the former Metropol- 
itan director, Edward Johnson. did 
not take place until June 1 Bing 
has been earrying out his new 
duties for sometime. 

Bing stayed in the Italian capi- 
tal only a few days, since he wants 
to go on to the other cities in Italy 
for talent to use in the New York 
Met. 

Andre Mertens of New York 
j Was with him. 


The following | 
day he will appear at the Wiscon- | 


in a num-| 
ber of British productions, is made | 


|is without dialog. Story is mainly | 


Study of H’wood Setup 


they receive | 
organization. | 
if the idea is okayed, executives | 
stu- | 
dios would be sent over to study | 


Abbey Sets Four for Fall 


Dublin, June 6. 

Abbey Theatre directors have ac- 
‘cepted four new plays for fall pro- 
duction, largest number of fresh 
| werks to be presented for some sea- 
will be 
| Flood,” prize-winner 
/recent contest, by a new writer, 
Jack Cunningham, 

Also on the schedule are “Gold- 
fish in the Sun” by Donal J. Gilti- 
nan. who had plays presented at 
other Irish theatres, but not the 
'Abbey: ‘“‘Wee Mick,” by newcomer 


| Michael McTernan, and “House Un- | 


der Green Shadows” by radio dram- 
atist Maurice Meldon. 


Single Award Taken At 
Hispano Film Festival 
Irks Argent. Producers 





Buenos Aires, June 6. 
There is real disappointment 
among Argentine film producers 
that the recently held Hispano- 


American picture’ festivals’ in 
Madrid did not bring awards to 
the several Argentine productions 
submitted, although some went to 
individual Argentine talent. 

Only Argentina, Mexico’ and 
Spain contended for prizes, and in 
view of this, the showing by Ar- 
gentine producers was espeeially 
poor. The sole prize won by an 
Argentine production went to 
“Mar del Plata,” a documentary 
short produced under government 
supervision. Three awards 
to Argentine screen talent: Nar- 
ciso Ibanez Menta, as best actor; 
Luis Candrini, next best; and Di- 
ana Maggi, moppet actress. 





“Mountain | 
in Abbey’s , 


| Rome as 
i|team of Steno and Monicelli, who 





British VAF Explains Ban on Germans 


Lifted to Help Exchange 





Italian Vaude Receives 
Boost in New Rome Pic 


Rome, June 6. 
“Dogs’ Lives” is the title of an 


with ATA of 
Story 


Studios, 
producer. 


Titanus 


will also direct. 
Yarn concerns a comedian, Aldo 


| Fabrizi, and his traveling theatri- 


cal company, with plenty of acts 


| from the ranks of Italian vaude- 


ville used in film. Besides Fabrizi, 
an old variety headliner, himself, 
the cast will have Tamara Lees, 


| Gina Lollabrigida and Delia Scala. 


US. Films Pace 





Sweden's Season 


Stockholm, June 6. 
Strong competition looms for 
cinema biz here as the summer 
season opens, with number of pro- 


| ductions out on release holding up 
went | well in April and May. There were 
|33 new films preemed 


here in 
total dropping 
Of these, 22 


April, 
to 23 


with the 
last month. 


| were American pictures in April 


But there is some consolation in | 224 13 in May. 


the local industry in the news that 
Fernando Lamas has been signed 
by Metro for a role in “Weleome 
to Paris.”” Understood that Lamas, 
who has a rich baritone voice, will 
sing in the pic. 


CARUSO STORY SET 
TO START THIS MONTH 


Rome, June 6. 
“Leggenda Napolitana” ‘Legend 
of Naples), the story of 
Caruso, from the book written by 
Frank Thiess, will be started by 
the end of June, according to an- 
nouncement made here by Italian 
producer, Maleno Malenotti. 
There will be two versions: 
ian and German. Malenotti Pro- 
ductions will handle the Italian 
end with Alberta Gruenstein as 
German producer. 
vary will direct. 





Ital- 


All 


£.cily and Sorrento, home territory 
of the famous tenor. 


The actor to play the role of Ca- | 
ruso has not been picked as yet. | 


But it will be a young man who 
resembles Caruso when he was 


young, because film will cover the 


beginning of the singer’s career. 





MPEA’s Erlanger Hustles 


Paris, June 13. 


ly. He 
furt and is heading for Munich. 

Erianger has been 
MPEA’s physical assets 
many. 


by individual 
tion. 


| Swedish 


Enrico | 


Geza Von Bol-! 
scenes will | 
be lensed on location in Naples, | 


Herbert Erlanger, of the Motion 
Picture Export Assn.’s homeoffice | 
staff in New York, is here current- | 
has just been in sich, | Seivitles 
liquidating 
in Ger- 
Cooperative American dis- 
trib agency has been superseded 
company distribu- 











Current London Shows 


| (Figures show weeks of run) 
London, June 13. 
| “Background,” Westminster (4), 
“Beau Strategem.” Lyric (59), 
“Brigadoon,” Maiesty’s (61), 
“Careuse!l,” Royal (1). 

“Castle Air,” Savoy (27). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (6). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (33). 
“Excellency,” Princess (3). 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (27). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (36), 
“Harvey,’ Prince of Wales (76). 
“Hat Trick,” York's (3), 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (72), 

_ “Holtly and Ivy,” Duch. (5). 

| “Home at Seven,” W’ham (14). 
| “King Rhapsody,” Palace (39). 


i 
' 
i 
| 


| “Knights Madness,” Vic. Pal. (13). 


| “Latin Qt. 1950,” Casino (13). 
“Mr. Gillie,” Garrick (14). 

| “Oklahoma!” Stoll (158). 

| “On Mon, Next,” Comedy (24), 

| “Ring Round Moon,” Globe (20). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (36). 


“Treasure Hunt,” Apollo (39). 


“Venus Observed,” St. J’m’s (21). 


“Way Things Go.” Phoenix (15). 


| “Praveller’s Joy,” Criterion (105). 


| in the cast. 


Doing -best in April were “Jol- 


(M-G) and “It’s a Great Feeling” 
(M-G). Latter clicked mainly be- 
cause Doris Day is in it. 

“Fun and Fancy Free” (RKO) 
and “Young Man With Uorn” 
(WB) led the boxoffice procession 
in May. “Superman” (Col) was 
panned by crix. Oddly enough, no 
productions opened dur- 
ing the April-May period. 

Censors here banned ‘The 
Threat” (RKO) and “Gun Crazy” 
(UA) in May. Imperts are coming 
in now from Argentina, Mexico 
and Russia, the Soviet pix being 
distributed by Sevexportfilm. The 
Russo films are usually for Com- 


| led 


‘Italian film now in production at} 


is by| 


| the 


| would 


of Actors 


London, June 6. 

An explanation of events that 
to raising of the ban on Ger- 
man vaude artists appear’1g in 
British theatres has been made by 


W. C. Bass, general secretary of 


the Variety Artists’ Federation. 
The second ballot vote of the VAF 
members held within three months 
gave a majority of 370 in favor 
of reversing previous policy, as 
against the 3-1 vote for its reten- 
tion made earlier in the year. 
Confirming that the _ initiative 
was taken in the latter part of Jast 
year by the Ministry of Labor, the 
VAF chief explains that since the 
first ballot they became aware of 
several new facts which materially 
altered the circumstances which 
prompted the ban. These showed 
that the perpetuation of the bar 
was having an derogatory effect on 
entertainment industry and 
that repercussions inside Germany 
ultimately preve to be 


| against the best interests of Brit- 


ish artists. 


France, despite the ravages of 


|, war, had not operated a compar- 


Lable 


ban. Those in the VAF 
thought they would be ill advised 


| aS a profession to perpetuate in- 


| ternational friction. 


They regard 


| the opening of the bar to German 


son Sings Again” (Col), “On the, 
|'Town” (M-G) “Task Force” (WB), | 
“Malaya” (M-G), “Red Danube”. 


artists “‘as a great contribution by 
our profession to international 
amity.” 

Raising of the ban does net aé- 
fect the quota agreement for for- 
eign acts, which stands at 50°) for 
the London Palladium, with a 
lower figure for other parts of the 
country. 


Henreid Setting Plans 
For Austrian Pix With 
Dieterle as Director 


Vienna, June 6. 
Actor Paul Henreid, back in his 





home town and determined to 
nfike a picture in Austria, is 
| bogged down in the customary 


munist-party meetings or more or | 


less private showings, since it is 
nearly two years since a Soviet film 
was shown at-a firstrun house 
here. 


MAGNANI SOUGHT FOR 





i ‘Rendezvous in Vienna” and 


2 NEW ITALIAN FILMS 


question to be thrashed out in 


| Rome, June 6. 
| Italy’s 


fiery film star, Anna 


' Paris conferences 


Magnani, is being sought for two | 


' Italian films this season. 
| the role of Anita Garibaldi, in a 
/ picture about Italy’s Civil 
back in 1850. Although Garibaldi 
was the national hero, 
Anita, took an active part in the 


Panaria Films also has a con- 
tract for La Magnani’'s services to 
star in an all-Italian film slated 
for early production. She has not 
appeared in a film since last sum- 

,mer when she starred in “Volcano,” 
the William Dieterie pic made on 
an island of the same name. (“Vul- 
cano” has played here, but has not 


being dubbed). 


decided which picture she will do 
first and won't until she reads the 
completed scripts. 





Anglo-Dutch Film Project 


Washington, June 6. 
An Anglo-Dutch tieup is at work 
(on a film which looks like one of 
ithe most ambitious ever made, in- 
volving Netherlands production and 
capital, according to a U. S. Com- 
merce Department report. 
Pic, with the working 
“Transatlantic Flight,” is 
sponsored by Dutch Inter-States 
“im Production with indie British 
cooperation. A thriller built around 
Reyal Dutch Airlines, its inside 
shots are being made.in Britain 
with the outdoor stuff in the Neth- 


title of 





from 10 nations would be included 
Film is expected to be 


“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (164). | ready in September. 


erlands. Reported that film players | 


One pro- | 
duction group wants her to accept | 


War) 
interiors shot 
his wife, | 


opened in America yet where it is | 


Miss Magnani said she has not, 


being | 


hassles with red tape, financial ar- 
rangements and continental 
lethargy which have discouraged 
so many Americans from actually 
carrying out Viennese production 
plans. Henreid's fighting the bat- 
tle single-handed until expected 
arrival this week of Direetor Wil- 
liam Dieterle with whom he'll do 
star 
in it himself. 

“Rendezvous,” an original by 
Robert Hill, is a postwar yarn laid 
in Vienna and Salzburg. Henreid 
is anxious to get going in time to 
shoot exteriors in Salzburg during 
the Music Festival in August. One 


with Dieterle 
is the possibility’ of making the 
pic in Technicolor ‘it would be 
first Techni shot in Austria) in 
which case English interests wouid 
enter the setup and probably make 
it a British quota production, with 
in London studios. 
If it is done in on black-and-white, 
there is also a possibility the pic- 
ture will be shot in both German 
and English versions, with Hen- 
reid himself fully capable of han- 
dling both languages. 

Henreid expects to move _ his 
children to Austria for the summer 
as soon as various angles are 
ironed out. He says he will shoot 
the film before discussing distribu- 
tion. 


Mull Britain’s 1st Ozoner 


London, June 6. 

Britain soon may have it’s first 
drive-in. Application*to build an 
ozoner in the south coast resort of 
Worthing is now being considered. 

It is figured that the project, if 
sanctioned, will attract a large pro- 
portion of the resort’s floating pop- 
ulation whieh normally does not 
patronize films. 








‘Stromboli’ in Paris Bow 
Paris, June 13. 

RKO’s “Stromboli” will be 
preemed at the Paris Opera House 
in October. Its unveiling follows 
by exactly a vear the opening of 
the same firm’s “Joan of Arc” at 
the same house. 

October preem of the Ingrid 
Bergman starrer, which Roberto 
Rossellini, produced will be spon- 
sored for charity by two news- 
papers, Paris Soir and Paris-Presse. 
Pie will open in other Continental 


ikeys two weeks later. 
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IATSE Topper Sees World-Wide Yen 
To Build Up Native Film Production 


London, June 6. 


The worldwide repercussions of | 


the present Hollywood situation 
were discussed by Richard Walsh, 
president of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical and Stage 
Employees, during his one-day 
visit to London, when he was 
honored at a private dinner given 
by officers of his British counter- 
part organization, the National 
Assn. of Theatrical and Kine Em- 
piovees. 
; Walsh. who had been to Florence 
.s a delegate from the American 
Federation of Labor to _ the 
UNESCO conference, had hopped 
over from Dublin where he had a 
yne-day session with Erie Johnston 
at which they were joined by Tom 
O'Brien, M.P., the NATKE topper. 
Responding to addresses of wel- 
come from industry leaders, in- 
cluding Fayette W. Allport, local 
chief of Motion Picture Assn. of 
America and W. R. Fuller, general 
secretary of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors’ Assn., Walsh said the 
situation regarding the recent Wil- 
son-Johnston talks must be re- 
garded fairly and squarely from 
both sides. Hollywood was facing 


a decline in income reaching 25°%, | 


he claimed, and unemployment had 
soared to nearly 30°. That meant 
studio workers were facing a criti- 
cal period. 

Wherever American films were 
shown, the question of American 
production in those countries fol- 
lows. 
to make films in Italy. 
slovakia 
films in Prague. Mexico wants to 
see Hollywood investment in film- 
making and other countries are 
making similar demands. Each is 
suggesting only a small number of 
pictures. Three here, four there 
and so on. These facts were not 
unnaturally causing concern to 
Hollywood technicians. 

Walsh revealed that recently he 
had been asked by IATSE members 
to impose an embargo on “Quo 
Vadis?” because it was being made 
in Rome. He had flatly refused. 
Hie would always refuse such re- 
quests because while they might 
benefit the sectional interests of 
the few, they would not benefit the 
majority of workers, such as those 
in the labs and elsewhere who 
would be kept in employment by 
such productions. 


Sharin’s 16 Short Pix, 
Made in Vienna, Ready 
For Yank TV Market 


Vienna, June 6. 


L. S. video has been the largest 
customer ot Austrian pic studios so 
jar in 1950. With native film pro- 
duction at a virtual standstill for 
lack of talent and financing, Eugen 
Sharin’'s Ambassador Films 
Film Music, Ine., have already 





used 45 full shooting days in the | 
three of Wien Film’s studios which | 


lie in western zones. They plan 
4n ambitious additional program all 
aimed at American TV release. 
Sharin planes to N. Y. June 8 with 
16 finished 15-minute shorts repre- 
senting a sizable sample of three 
scries he’s offering tele sponsors. 

Sharin, a prewar exploiter and 
Production scout for U. S. com- 
pames in Europe and later the 
army's first film officer in Austria 
atter liberation, has made series 
utilizing the Vienna Choir Boys and 
Salzburg Marienettes primarily for 
Juve consumption. Also completed 


Italy (said Walsh) wants us | 
Czecho- | 
wants American-made | 


i very big for them, says Nathan D. | 


and | 


- 
er 





Montez-Henreid Starrer 


Resumes in Venice 


Rome, June 6. 

| “Thief of Venice,” the Maria 
_Montez-Paul Henreid starrer, which 
was started in Venice in November, 
| 1949, and continued until February, 
has been resumed. Robert Hajhaj 
of New York flew over to take his 
place as co-producer to _ finish 
“Thief.” and get it ready for dis- 
tribution. Film was financed by 
Nat Wachsberger of Paris in col- 
laboration with Scalera Films of 
Rome. John Brahms is directing 
the story which was written by 
Jesse Lasky, Jr. 

Since there is only about a 
month's work to be done to com- 
plete.the pic, Hajhaj and Wachs- 
berger will rush it to completion. 
There is considerable dubbing to 
be done here because so many of 
the actors used in the lesser parts 
do not speak English. 

Storv is a 15th Century yarn 
about a gang of thieves who op- 
erated out of Venice, with a femme 
gang leader, played by Maria 
Montez. 


Turkey Sets 18 





For Prod. in 50 


| setup, is now nixing further dates! 


Washington, June 13. 
Turkey is reported to have a pro- 
duction schedule calling for 18 
films this year, which would be 


Golden, chief of motion picture- 
photographic branch of the Depart- 


ment of Commerce. The _ bottle- 
neck heretofore has been a short- 
age of rawstock. However, import 


_lieenses have been granted for raw 

film from Great Britain and France, 
with the Belgians also expected to 
get the green light to send in raw 
film. 

One of the principal factors aid- 
ing Turkish production is a dis- 
criminatory admissions tax against 
imported films. Apparently, the 
only thing which could halt a big 
expansion of domestic production 
would be lifting of this excise. 

Golden also reported that in Ar- 
'gentina the resolution by the Di- 
rector General of Public Perform- 
ances cancels all exhibition per- 


| mits issued before Jan. 1, 1945, ef- | 
Hereafter all | 


'feetive July 1, 1950. 
|exhibition permits wil) be limited 
‘to five vears. 


lis estimated that about half of the 
_U. S. pix in the country pre-date 
1945. : 


‘Valahol’ Top Foreign 
Pic, Say Argent. Crix 


Buenos Aires, June 6. 





Argentine film of 1949 by 


{Argentine Assn. 


\fair, held at Senora de Peron’s own 
'deluxe restaurant. “Valahol Euro- 
|paban,” Hungarian-made, was se- 
lected as the best foreign produc- 
ition, and the Spanish-made ‘Joan 
‘the Maid”: was chosen as the best 
Spanish-language film of the year. 

Daniel Tinayre was voted best 
‘director for his work on “Danza 
de Fuego,” while poet Pedro 
Miguel Obligado copped an award 
‘on his screenplay fox ‘“Almafuerte.” 


are two samples of an “Internation- | Other awards included best femme 


al Follies” series of cabaret acts. 
First of these, with a Parisian 
Apache background, features Ilka 
Windisch, Viennese gal who's being 
touted as something of a find for 
the U.S 

Ail pix are in English. Members 
0: the Vienna American 
mostly non-pro government 
*l voices and others took acting 
roles In live pix. All the films are 
Civected by Leopold Hainisch and 
“titten by Steven Vas, utilizing 


Het nostalgic Viennese musical 
lemes, 





Ruth Draper Dickers TV Pix 
London, June 6. 
Draper here from Paris 
BBC dickering with her for 
appearance. 
She also is likely to make some 
film shorts. 


Ruth 
With 
"| \ 


colony, | 
em- 
plovees were used to dub marion- | 


| performance, Amelie Bence; best 
male performance, Narciso Ibanez 
Menta; best comedian, Luis San- 
drini; best supporting actress, 
Golde Flamy, and best supporting 
actor, Alberto Closas. 


Disney Names Edgar 


London, June 6. 

Roy Disney announced before 
leaving last Friday (2) for Paris 
on the first leg of his return jour- 
ney to U. S., the appointment of 
Cyril Edgar as film rep for Disney 
‘organization in Britain. Edgar 
‘has been long in film distribution. 
| Plans are being finalizéd, he said, 
for a second Disney production in 
| Britain next year. 





the “Treasure Island” team of Rob- 
ert Newton and Bobby Driscoll 
| again starring. 


VARIETY 
Odd Switcheroc 


Rome, June 6. 
Actress Constance Dowling 
has gones to New York from 
here to play a role in an 
Italian fiim being made there. 
| The story is about the Italian 
| district of New York, and so 

must be made in that locale. 
The producer, Girosi, is an 
Italo-American who lives in 
N. Y., but he is collaborating 
with the use of Italian money, 
and sent Miss Dowling, who 
speaks Italian and English, to 





Because of the long. 
period in which U. S. films were | 
|not allowed to enter Argentina, it) 


*Almafuerte” was voted the best | 
the | 
of Movie Com-) 
mentators at their recent annual af- | 


This will prob-| 
ably be a Robin Hood story with) 


play the part in America. 


Aussie Exhibs 


Row With Par 


| On Pix Deals 


} 


} 








Sydney, June 6. 

| Learned that Paramount and 
certain major vinema circuits are 
not seeing eye-to-eye presently on 
product terms for Aussie play- 
dates. Par product has been nixed 
by the Acme loop, major nabe 
setup associated with Greater 
| Union, and also the Clifford chain 
of South Australia, also under the 
GU banner. 

Understood that the circuits con- 
cerned, plus other minor indies, 
won't sign unless Par unbends on 
alleged top terms for all product. 

It also is reported that Métro, 


key Aussie 
Par product on a former longterm 


because of rental upping. 

| Par is headed here by Harry 
Hunter, with Bernie Freeman in 
charge for Metro. Par’s Sydney 
showcase is the Prince Edward. 





ODETTE’ LONDON PREEM 
| DRAWS KING, QUEEN 


‘ London, June 13. 

| The real-life Odette, Mrs. Peter 
Churchill, stood alongside Anna 
Neagle who portrays her experi- 
ences as a British agent, when 
they were presented to the King 
and Queen on the _ preem of 
“Odette” at the Plaza last Tuesday 
night (6). It was the second open- 
ing attended by their Majesties— 
other than Command Perform- 
ances—since the war. 

The screening, which netted up- 
wards of $28,000 for King George’s 
Pension Fund for Actors and Ac- 
tresses, was attended by many 
leading names in the film and po- 
litical worlds. Harold Wilson, 
Board of Trade prexy, represented 
the government. 

Among the trade personalities 
presented to the King and Queen 
' were Herbert Wilcox, 
| director of the film; James E. Per- 


Tony Reddin, 


ratt, Sir Alexander Korda, Trevor 
Howard and Dame Edith Evans. 
More than 300 London police- 
men were on duty controlling the 
vast crowds which began to assem- 





the King and Queen on their way 
back to the Palace. 


| 
Big U.S. Films Missing 
From British Prize List 
London, June 6. 
From a short list of seven films, 
which included three from Holly- 
| wood, the British Film Academy 


i'voted “The Bicycle Thief’ as tops 


for 1949. Awards were made at a 





| prizes being given the winners by 
| Trene Dunne. 


| Carol Reed’s “Third Man” 


operating its own nabe loop in the| 





| 


| ing in order to launch 
paign effectively. 


U.S., British Exhibs 


Govt. About Influx of 


+ Sydney, June €. 


Squawk to Aussie 


Bootleg Pix 





CEA to Get Plans Of | 
British Industry Drive 


London, June 6. 


Annual conference of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn., which 
opens at Porthcawl Monday (19), 
will witness the next stage in the 
all-industry better business cam- 
paign. Exhibitors are to be told 
the problems associated with the 


| Grive. Initiative for this move was 


taken through E. J. Hinge, the 
treasurer, at the second meeting of 
the industry’s planning committee. 
He suggested the conference 
should consider all that was in- 
volved in the campaign. 

Hinge appealed for a big at- 
tendance at the Porthcawl gather- 
the cam- 
Drive .to boost 
boxoffice patronage is officially 


| skedded to open in September with 


| 
' 


spots and using the| 


the showing on a countrywide basis 
of 12 selected shorts. The trade is 
considering the appointment of a 
fulltime organizer to co-ordinate 
activities. 





‘Carousel’ Scores 
Hit in London 


London, June 13. 


“Carousel” preemed at Drury 
Lane theatre June 7, proving a 
surefire success or to “Oklahoma!” 
It received an ovation. 
tler’s presentation is 
mounted and impeccably 
and directed by Rouben Mamou- 
lian, with dances by Agnes de 
Mille. It has some of the original 
Broadway stars, with Iva Withers 
an instantaneous hit and her co. 


| star Stephen Douglass warmly ac- 


producer- | 


kins, Paramount's British topper; 2K ¢ 
director of Para- New edition will follow. 


mount Theatres; Sir Arthur Jar- | 


| 


ble three hours before the show | 
began, and who waited to cheer 


| ceremony last Thursday night (1), | 


was. 


picked as the best British film, and | 


“Daybreak in Udi” got the docu- 
| mentary award. For the United 
Nations Award, the choice went to 
“The Search,” while a_ special 
award was given to “La Famille 
| Martin,” a British made language- 
teaching short. 





| British Film Academy prez Ron- | 


‘ald Neame, who read cabled greet- 
ings from the Hollywood Academy, 
| regarded the occasion as one which 
would still further strengthen the 


| roof. 


claimed. 

Show stopper was Bambi Linn, 
in daughter role, whose dancing 
was one of highlights of produc- 
tion. Margot Moser also was a big 
hit as Carrie. Dancing and chorus 
singing contributed neatly to all 
round exeellence. 

Rodgers-Hammerstein musical is 
likely to equal the popularity of 
other big U. S. musicals. Opening 
in unusually early heat wave, re- 
ception lacked the wild hysteria of 


“Oklahoma!” .and “Annie” pre- 
mieres. Press reactions were 
mixed but mainly predict pro- 


tracted run. Ticket agencies have 
bought $140,000 of ducats, covering 
three months and creating a house 
record. Business already is top- 
ping “Oklahoma’s.” 

“Sauce Piquante” has _ been 
withdrawn at the Cambridge after 
six .weeks due to the heatwave. 





Managers’ Old Pay For 
2 Rank Chains Restored 


London, June 6. 
Cut-backs in managers pay in- 
stituted by the two Rank circuits 
earlier in the year, are now being 
restored. The company goes back 
to the full scale on June 25. 
Circuits Management Assn., the 


company operating the two groups, | 
explained that while many of the’ 
| conditions which led to the cuts, 
| still apply, the loyal manner in, 
which the managers accepted the, 


decision had been noted. Restora- 
tion of cuts is in recognition of 
cooperation by managers in imple- 
mentation of needed economies. 





De Rochemont Collects 


Paris, June 6. 


Richard de Rochemont experi- 
enced the surprise of his life when 
he .ound that a French insurance 
company, after having declined to 
assume responsibility for the dam- 
age caused by a fire at his country 
estate, paid him in full. 

The blaze destroyed part of the 
He turned the matter over 


-to the insurance company, which 


\ties between British and American | 


| film makers. 





Other Foreign News 


On Page 27 











claimed the damage was due to 
faulty electric wiring. 


De Rochemont, who is March of 


‘Time managing director and boss, 


| bought the country property then. 


is currently in France from N. Y. 
checking overseas operations and 
production deals. He was European 
chief for MOT at one time, and 


. 


Prince Lit- | 
lavishly 
staged | 


U. S. and British distributors in 

| Australia are registering loud beefs 
‘with the authorities here against 
the increased showing of  boot- 
legged pix. These films, most of 
|which were stolen from regular 
'U. S. entertainment units during 
the wartime American occupation, 
are being shown predominantly in 
rented halls, before social and 
sporting clubs and charitable or- 
ganizations. 

The bootleggers Usually operate 
on one-night stands, enabling them 
to take it on the lam before the 
local cops can get hold of them. 
Admission fees at these iliegal 
showings run from 25c to 50c. 

Regular exhibs are also beefing 
that these unauthorized showings 
are cutting into their b.o. takes. 
Presenting the films inainly in the 
nabes and stix, these illegal opera- 
tors work out deals whereby the 
sponsoring outfits agree to put on 
the shows free except for a small 
split of the profits. 

Lewd films are also being shown 
in private social clubs at a $3. top, 
which also includes supper after 
the show. In the more elite spots 
the admission tab is as high as $10. 
Most of the bootleg product of the 
fly-by-night loop is shown on 16m 
portable equipment, making for 
an easy getaway. Some of this 
celluloid is finding its way into this 
zone from Japan with plenty of 
takers available. 


Film, Theatrical Show 
Draws Record Crowd In 


London But NSG Gross 


London, June 6. 

The Film and Theatrical Carni- 
val to aid the Actors’ Orphanage, 
stretched this year for the first 
time to cover two days, broke an 
all-time attendance record. More 
than 20,000 people paid 75c or $1 
admission to see the stars of screen 
and stage close-up. They devoted 
a great deal of time !«ching, but 
very little in spending. More than 
ever, this vear’s event reflected the 
scarcity of ready money among the 
general public. 

The attractions were greater in 
number than ever. For a few cents 
the ordinary bobbysoxer could 
dance with his or her favorite star. 
A few. more cents bought auto- 
graphed photos. For abcut 50c. one 
could have an audition with lead- 
ing stars acting as expert advisers. 

There were, too, many star ap- 
pearances. The radio theatre with 
Noel Coward as principal enter- 
tainer, a circus at which John Mills 
was the barker, various auctions 
and a whole row of stalls manned 
and supported by theatrical per- 
sonalities, 

But all the big names failed to 
lure much money from the visitors. 
It was summed up by one vet, who 
has participated in many theatrical 
'garden parties, in these words: 
They came they saw, and they 
| didn’t pay. 
| Even though the spenders were 
few and far between, the Carnival 
promoters had favorable weather. 
The second day was one of the hot- 
test of the year, making it a great 
outdoor attraction for suffering 
Londoners. 








Petit Ballet Co. SRO In 
Paris; Marchand Stars 


Paris, June 6. 

Playing to capaciiy in the lush 
Marigny theatre on the Champs 
| Elysees, the Roland Petit Ballets de 
Paris, who scored last year on 
Broadway, is still the most dynamie 
| ballet company in town. Three 
| ballets done in a rousing, original 
|manner with fine decor, outstand- 
ing musical scores and dancing 
make a good show. The sensual 
“Carmen” is still the topper, with 
Petit and Irene Skorik as leads. 

First dance is “Les Demoiselles 
de la Nuit,” an impressive ballet 
by Jean Anouilh, with choreog- 
raphy by Petit and music by Jean 
Francaix, tracing the story of a 
/'man in love with a cat-woman, and 
the eventual tragedy of their folly. 
The second is a delightful concoc- 
tion, “I’'Oeuf A La Coque,” ballet 
and choroegraphy by Roland Petit 
with music by Maurice Thiriet. 
Colette Marchand here _ struts, 
shimmys, winks and coos her way 
into the spot of No. 1 Paris co 
/quette of the season, 
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M-G-M HAS 
STOPPED THIS—) 


Thanks to the gentlemen of the trade 
press for the editorials below. M-G-M 
has the Pictures and the forward- 
looking policy that bring action and 
optimism to the industry. 












“ANNIE GET 

YOUR GUN” (Tech) 
Big On Broadway! 
Big Everywhere! 


wTHE NEXT VOICE 
yOu HEAR j-@* 
. ‘Terrific Trade 
‘Reviews! Next 
at Music Halt! 
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“THE BRIGHTER OUTLOOK" 


from an Editorial by Ben Shlyen in Boxoffice Magazine 


“Once again confidence is in the air and enthusiasm. It is firmly grounded and backed by several hundred million dollars of 
confident belief in the future of this great industry. For instance: At the recent sales convention of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 
it was announced that a record number of pictures were ready for release in various stages of production. In all the total 
schedules approximately 100 features in which millions will beinvested. Yes, the sky is clearing and the sun is shining again.” 


“CONFIDENCE WHEN NEEDED“ 


from an Editorial by Jay Emanuel in The Exhibitor 


“The industry got something of a lift at the M-G-M Sales Meeting when they talked about M-G-M’s studio program. 
They talked specifically or generally about more than 100 films. When a company is able to present to the trade its 
definite plans far the next 16 months, in black and white, amounting to an investment of millions it should act as a shot 


in the arm to the entire industry. By serving notice to the trade that it has confidence in the future, M-G-M is. giving 
all of us a much needed lift.” 


“ASSURANCE OF CONFIDENCE” 
from an Editorial by Terry Ramsaye in M. P. Herald 


ee ° . { 
The M-G-M announcement is both an assurance of confidence in the tomorrow of the industry, and also a precedent- 
breaking expression from this company.” 


The Trade, The Press, The Public Agree 


M-G-M IS BETTER THAN EVER! 
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The Rains Came, But Argentina's Legit 


Biz Is Sunny; Strings’ Long Stretch 





Buenos Aires, June 6. + 


Almost continuous rains have | he 
brought a slight drop in Argentine | SIAE (Italo) Exec in N.Y. 
legitimate theatre grosses during | To 0.0. ASCAP Operation 


the past’ month, but biz still con- 


tinues okay with most spodts still | 


doing very good. The National 
theatre’s “The Manufacturer of 
String,” by Argentine 
Carlos Gorostiza, already has run 
for 75 performances. This success 
is giving leading actor and pro- 
ducer Narciso Ibanez Menta plenty 
of time to rehearse his company in 
Arthur Miller's ‘‘Death of a Sales- 
man,” which has been translated 
by Manuel Barbera for production. | 

Pedro Lopez Lagar, the Spanish 
actor who first came to Argentina 
in 1936 with Margarita Xirgu’s 
legit company and became an 
Oscar-winning Argentine screen 
actor, is readying his return. to 
legit at the Comico theatre this | 
season, with Fanny Navarro as | 
leading actress. Regulations 
oblige all companies to tee off with | 
a play by an Argentine author, so 
Lagar will start in a comedy writ- 
ten by Maria Luz Regaz in col- 
laboration wiih “Julio Albornoz.” 
This is the pseudonym used by Dr. 
Reforzo Membrives, with many 
good plays to his credit. MLagar | 
hopes to continue with several | 
Sartre plays and Henri Bernstein’s 
“Le Soif.” 

The Jean-Louis Barrault-Made- 
leine Renaud French legit company 
is due at the Odeon Theatre for 
eight performances in the last 10 
days of the month. The dates are 
still uncertain due to transporta- 
tion problems. 

The jailing of Argentine legit 
impresario Francisco Gallo on 
charges of embezzlement of social | 
security funds, which he had de- 
posited but not paid in to the gov- 
ernment pension board, has inter- 
rupted plans for production of a 
musical teaming film actor Juan 
Carlos Thorry and Gloria Guzman. | 


Thorry is due back from making | 
pictures in Venezuela in 10 days. 


Bridges Set for Top 
Role in Italo Film 


Rome, June 6. 

W. Lee Wilder, co-producer and 
director of “Three Steps North,” 
has signed Lloyd Bridges for male 
lead opposite Italian star Lea Pado- 
vani. Bridges is expected to fly) 
here about June 10 for a June 15 
Starting date. 

Most of “Steps” will be done in. 
Amalfi, Naples and along. the 
southern coast, the Italian vaca- 
tion spots. Union Films of Rome, | 
collaborating with Wilder, has had) 
hotel reservations for almost two | 
months in advance for the unit be-| 
cause of the heavy tourist season 
this year. 


London Film Notes 


London, June 6. 
Monarch Productions’ film “Lilli. 
Marlene” will star newcomer Lisa. 
Daniely in title role. Pic will be 
directed by Arthur Crabtree, with 
shooting to start at Gate studios 
June 19 Mario Zampi has) 
acquired rights of original film 
Story titled “The Joker,” which he 
will produce for Columbia Pictures | 
with Alastair Sim starred, shooting 
to start middle July. 
_ Associated British Picture Corp. | 
film “‘lirish Story” will star Jack 
Warner, for first time under this 
company’s banner, and will be) 
made at Welwyn sometime in July 
with John Paddy Carstairs to di- 
rect... Herbert Wilcox’s “Odette” 
which got a Royal preem at the 
Paramount’s Plaza, cost $330,000, 
and is considered cheapest British 
super made in last five years and 








The Daniel Mayer Co. has signed 
Jean Simmons to play title role in 
their next revival at Christmas of 
“Peter Pan,” with the Seale likely 
to be the theatre. 


VITORIA REVAMP 


" Lisbon, May 31. 

Vitoria Filme, distributing com- 
pany which used to represent Re- 
public here for years, has reorgan- 
ized with the entry of some new 


capeeas and a new board of direc- 
ors, 





The new manager is Gustavo) 
Mendonca, until recently the head 
of publicity for Warner and Lon- | 


don Film here. The Vitoria Film 
plans to represent American and 
European producers and also buy 


pix outright for distribution in| 


Portugal. 


| Brian Reece, 


Antonio Ciampi, general man- 
_ager of the Societa Italiano degli 
|Autori ed Editori, Italian perform- 


author |i98 Tights society with headquar- 


| ters in Rome, arrives in New York 
aboard the Saturnia today (Wed.). 
SIAE exec will be here for several 
weeks, during which he will study 
the organizational workings of the 
|American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. 


SIAE is one of the European 
performing rights societies with 
| which ASCAP renewed affiliations 
during the recent trip abroad of 
Richard F. Murray, ASCAP exec 
in charge of foreign relations. Un- 
der the consent decree between 


|the Society and the government, 


ASCAP’s dealings with foreign so- 
cieties must now be individual and 
on a non-exclusive basis. 


London Legit Bits 


London, June 6. 
_ Ivor Novello musical, which he 
is specially writing for -Cicely 
Courtneidge, will be produced by 
Tom Arnold, opening in Manches- 





ter Sept. 11 for two weeks, after | 
| which it comes to the Saville the- 


atre. Supporting Miss Courtneidge 
will be Lizbeth Webb, for whom 
Novello is writing special songs, 
and Thorley Waters will be lead- 
ing man...Louis Cooper, owner of 
the Whitehall theatre, has just 


|acquired the St. Ermines hotel, fa- 
| vored by the nobility as a secluded 


hotel in Westminster. ..Charles 
B. Cochran’s new musical based on 
Oscar Wilde’s “Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest,” scheduled for the 
fall, has been cold-storaged, with 
who was to have 


played the lead, let out.. .Cecil 


| Landeau’s deal with Mitty Golden, 


head of ABC theatre, Paris, who 


Piquante,” fell 
whereas Golden wanted to pay in 
francs. 

Frederick Piffard dickering with 
Charles Heslop and Sonny Hale to 
costar in new farce titled “See You 
in Court” for the West End some- 


‘Wind’ Preem in Finland 


Helsinki, June 1. 
One of the big events at the local 
| cinema is being set for the Astor 
|in September when Metro will 
preem “Gone with the Wind” in 


has started. 


dium in Stockholm back in 1941, it 
ran for nearly one year at this first- 
|run house, Because Finland is near 
Stockholm, the thousands who saw 
the film in the Swedish capital, 
where it was reissued last summer, 
may hurt some on its local run. 








Trish Newsreel 


Dublin, June 13. 

Inability of First National Irish 
| Films, to secure first-run dates in 
| Dublin on their newsreel was aired 
| in Irish Dail (Congress) by former 
Defense Minister Oscar Traynor 
and Michael A. Fitzpatrick when 
Fitzpatrick said that the company 
had made a newsreel of the Irish 
President’s recent return from 
Rome, but that film was not al- 
| lowed to be shown in first-run 
|cinemas. Traynor suggested to 
| the government that it should take 
steps to remedy this situation as 
soon as possible. 

The picture given to Irish Con- 
|gressmen by the speakers was 








| grim, but neither mentioned that | 


| all five first-run houses, controlled 
| by J. Arthur Rank already booked 
| were playing “‘Ireland-Rome 1950,” 
|a featurette made by an _ Irish 
| cameraman and commentator (oper- 
| ating for 20th-Fox in conjunction 
' with government’s Cultural Rela- 
| tions Committee). This covered 
| the Irish National Pilgrimage to 
| Rome and included a number of 
| shots of the president leaving for 
| Rome and in the Holy City. 


| This row has continued inter- 
|mittently since First National 


‘wanted to buy his revue, “Sauce! started its newsreel operation, of- | leader, 
through because | 
| Landeau insisted in getting sterling | current two changes a week pro- 


fering a fortnightly reel against 


| vided by 20th-Fox, Gaumont-Uni- 


| versal and Pathe reels. 


| 


US. CONTINGENT FOR 





Finland. Big bally on film already ' 
When film opened at the Palla- | 


Appeals to Govt. 


| tival in 


time in August...H. M. Tennent, | 
Ltd., is to costar Robert Morley and | 
Joan Tetzel in a new play from the 
French titled “The Little Hut,” | London, June 6. 
with Peter Brook directing. Show, The full American contingent to 
is skedded for the West End some- play in “Mr. Roberts” skedded to 
time in August...Peter Daubney | open at the Coliseum July 19, has 
1S Bag motte — Pars i 9rd now been set. In addition to 
an rances Day for leads in his mp, : . : 
new Restoration comedy sometime Tyrone Power, who has the title 
in August. If unable to get Day, 
he'll offer part to Hermione Gin- 
old. . . 
e peter Dearing is dickering with Ensign Pulver and Hildy Parks as 
Peter Glenville to direct a new Lieut. Ann Girard. 

play by Constance Cox based on_ 
Turgenev’s novel, “Fathers and) Moroney, John Tarangelo, Charles 
Sons,” with play going to the St.'| Cooper, Gene Darfleur, Charles 
Martin’s.. .Laurence Olivier and | McDaniel, Steve Holland, Ray Dan- 
Vivien Leigh have been invited to ton Len Smith, Jr., and Sidney 
appear at the Venice Drama Fes-| mus 


role, the Yank cast includes George | 
|Mathews as the captain, Russell | 
| Collins as “Doc,” Jackie Cooper as | 


booking has been made by Tom Ar- 
nold and Emile Littler for their 
next London Casino revue for 


March, 1951, signing Alfred Marks, 


BBC and vaudeville comic. 

Lou Cooper, owner of the White- 
hall theatre, which holds a record 
for the five years’ run of the play, 
“Worm’s Eye View,” hes signed a 
contract with Jack de Leon to stage 
his show, “The Prodigal Father,” 
currently touring the provinces, 
June 28, with “View” closing June 
24. Show will be vetitled “The 
Dish Ran Away,” and stars Betty 
Paul... Bernard Deifont is dick- 


ering with Norman Ginsbury for. 
his new play, “The King Couldn’t | 


Sleep,” which he wants to_ stage 
in the autumn... 


executors. ne 
three acts instead of the original 


four. 
| Eric Glass has acquired Helen 


| Jerome’s “The Divine Fool,” which | 


is a revised version of author’s 
play, “Charlotte Corday”... Nancy 
Price is contemplating a revival of 
Rodney Ackland’s “The Old La- 
dies” at the Lindsey theatre... 





| 


_ Aussie Air Chief on World Tour 
Sydney, June 6. 


R. F. J. Boyer, chairman of the | 


Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion (non-commercial), is making a 
three months’ tour of England, 


U. S. and Canada for the commis- , 


sion. He will confer in London 


with Lord Beveridge’s Committee. 
on the operation of the Aussie, 


| national broadcasting setup. 


September... Advance | 


. Gilbert Wake- | 
field has just finished a new adap- | 
tation of Ibsen’s “Hedda Gabler” | 
is already assured a real profit. || with full approval of the author's | 
Wakefield’s version has | 


There will be 35 roles for British 
| artists who are now being selected. 


| Production is scheduled to go into 
early rehearsal. 


‘Tarzan’ Off to Nairobi 


London, June 6. 
| Phil Brandon and Jack White- 








| head have left on a reconnaissance , 


'trip to Nairobi to explore locations 
‘for the new Tarzan pic to be made 
| by Sol Lesser. 
is again skedded to star, will be 


!in London soon en route for Nai- | 


robi. 

;eome back to 
being assembled here. A British 
femme lead is being sought. 


London Club for Filmites 


London, June 6. 





of the late Leopold Rothschild in 
Hamilton Place. 
new club premises will include a 
private theatre for the use of film 
execs, reference libraries and a 
new form of travel service. 

First to benefit by the new travel 


scheme were Binnie Barnes and | 
husband, Mike Frankovich, who al- | 
‘ready have sailed on the Caronia 


for New York. On cable or tele- 
phone instructions, the 


cluding reservations, accommoda- 
jtion and care of luggage. 


Lex Barker, who, 


Brandon and Whitehead will | 
“ondon to consult | 
with Lesser and then will return | 
with a complete unit which is now | 


The Milroy Ciub and Les Ambas- | 
sadeurs are to be housed in one) 
‘building, the historic former home| 


Facilities at the, 


bureau | 
looks after all travel details in-, 


r 
| 


US. Pix Mirror Views of Free People, 


Skouras, De Rochemont Tell CWOB 


Paris, June 13. 





Headed for Debate 


London, May. 30. 
Discriminatory admission tax 
| against Hollywood predvuct and in 
| favor of British pix will be debated 
in Parliament on an amendment to 
the Finance Bill. Sponsors of the 
alternative are six Conservative 
Members of Parliament, including 
Earl Winterton, member of the 
board of Odeon Theatres and W. 
S. Shepherd, who recently chaired 
/an all party meeting of M.P.’s ad- 
dressed by industry toppers. 

The six M.P.’s have tabled a new 
clause to the Bill to provide for 
preferential rate of admission duty 
'when either first feature, second 
feature or short is of British ori- 
gin. 


JOE BROWN-‘HARVEY’ 
WOW IN AUSSIE PREEM 


Melbourne, June 6. 

Joe E. Brown in “Harvey” got 
away to a smash opening at the 
_Comedy, Melbourne, last week for 
| Williamson-Tait. Show should rack 
‘up a lengthy run at this spot. 
Brown scored a perSonal triumph. 

Cast includes Frances Bavier, 
| Harvey Adams, Stewart’Long, Bet- 
'tina Welsh, Rita Sohier and James 
Cardwell. Mounting and produc- 
tion are high-class. 


Ellington to Do Music 
For Welles’ Paris Show 


Stockholm, June 6. 


After an absence of 11 years, 
| Duke Ellington arriveddhere Satur- 
| day (3) for a two-day stay. Band- 
who has. been touring 
Europe since the beginning of 

















| April with a 22-man orch, gave four | 


|concerts here. It is his second 
visit to Stockholm. He is sched- 
uled to go to Gothenburg and then 
to Germany where set to play 
| about eight different cities. Pos- 
| sible some other countries may be 


isited bef band returns to U. S. 
LONDON ‘ROBERTS’ SET eet pelscssinirirceupatet it 


| difficult to see Ellington at either 
/press conferences or at the con- 
certs. The two Swedish sponsor 
'for the concerts did their best to 
keep these scribes away from the 
bandleader here. 

While on tour Ellington has been 
working on the music for a show 
scheduled to be produced by Or- 
/son Welles in Paris this summer, 


up some tunes for the projected 
offering. 


Smuts’ Birthday Uproar 


Johannesburg, June 6. 


Tremendous uproar has been 
caused in South Africa over the 
way the broadcast to commemorate 
General Smuts’ 80th birthday was 
handled. S. A. Broadcasting Corp. 
announced that a recorded feature 
program lasting for one hour 
would be broadcast from Johannes- 
burg, Capetown and Durban. At 
'a Nationalist Party meeting in 
Johannesburg, Cabinet Minister 
Strydom publicly stated that this 
broadcast was “politically conten- 
tious” because General Smuts was 
_ the leader of the Opposition Party. 


The Minister of Posts and Tele- 
graphs backed up this statement, 
and telegraphed the SABC board 
chairman, requesting cancellation 
of the broadcast. A meeting of the 
| board was hurriedly called and the 
chairman announced the broadcast 
would be confined to a relay of the 
speeches at the banquet for Smuts’ 
honor in Johannesburg. 

Decision has aroused a big con- 
troversy, as the SABC is supposed 
to be an independent body and not 
subject to governmental control, 











| 
| ‘Native Son’ Pic Finished 
| Buenos Aires, June 6. 
| Filmization of Richard Wright’s 
“Native Son” has been completed 
at the Argentina Sono Film’s stu- 
dio here. Pic, directed by Pierre 
Chenal, stars the author in the 
leading role. 

Film was made in English with 
/most of the cast imported, Chenal 
iis a French director. 


‘Unfair’ Tax Vs. U.S. Pix 


| Billy Strayhorn is also whipping | 
Other U. S. players include Ed 


| Popularity of U. S. films is pri- 
| marily due to the fact that they 
' mirror the views of men living in 
/an atmosphere of freedom. That 
| concept was expressed by Spyros 
_Skouras, prez of 20th-Fox, and 
| Richard de Rochemont March of 
Time producer, before tne Confer- 
ence of the World Organization for 
Brotherhood held here last week. 
Both execs were delegates to the 
CWOB. 


In addressing the conclave on 
the role of films as an effective 
tool for world intergroup educa- 
tion, Skouras declared that “our 
motion pictures constitute an 
enormous aid to worldwide under- 
standing.” Much of the screen 
material, he said, has a wide social 
significance and it “continually at- 
tempts to achieve a higher stand- 
| ard of living by a graphic depiction 
| of our own way of life.” 
De Rochemont echoed Skouras’ 
|remarks and urged the group to 
assume initiative in finding means 
to spread the doctrine of world 
brotherhood on a private basis in- 
as much as_inter-government 
agencies to date had failed dis- 
' mally in bringing about peace anti 
| understanding throughout the 
world. He cited such filmmakers 
as Dore Schary, Spyros Skouras, 
Darryl Zanuck, Louis de Roche- 
|mont and Vittorio de Sica as 
among those who have made great 
strides in this direction on an in- 
dividual basis. 

Four-day CWOB session was 
held at UNESCO house in Paris 
for the purpose of planning pro- 
cedures for establishing chapters 
| throughout the world. Chairman 
|.0f the body is atomic physicist 
| Arthur H. Compton. Group is an 
| outgrowth of the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews. Meet 
| was attended by delegates repre- 
| senting business, clergy and educa- 
_tion from 11 western nations. 








: Limon Visiting Italy; 
Paris Still Stirred By 
| Page Ballet Hasse 


Paris, June 6. 

Jose Limon, one of the features 
of Ruth Page’s Ballet Americains 
in its recent three-week run here, 
has gone to Italy with his wife for 
a brief vacation, while balance of 
the Page troupe returned to the 
U. S. Limon was offered a lecture 
on U. S. modern dance date in 
Salzburg, but had to turn it down 
as he’s going home July 15. 

Repercussions haven’t ceased 
here on the Page ballet visit. 
| Troupe revised title of its perform- 
ances in second week of its stay to 
“Burlesque Ballets.” Dancers were 
recipients of bad press notices and 
of audience boos, and title change 
was expected to take the stigma 
Off. Show, being a modern novel- 
ty troupe rather than a ballet, gave 
the impression from its original 
title of being representative of the 
best of U. S. ballet, which was con- 
sidered here as sailing under false 
colors. Rumors that the booing 
was instigated by Serge Lifar fans 
in retaliation for treatment Lifar 
received in his N. Y. visit two sea- 
sons ago, haven’t been confirmed. 


Iturbi’s Record Tour 


Johannesburg, June 6. 

Jose Iturbi set a new record for 
short concert tours with a two- 
| week flying visit to South Africa, 
giving only six concerts. Reported 
that African Theatres paid him the 
highest amount ever given a visit- 
ing artist for so few concerts. 

On his return here, Iturbi post- 
poned his Clipper departure to act 
as second to Manuel’ Ortiz, in his 
fight against South African Vie 
gag for world bantamweight 
title. 








| Wool Dress Show for South Africa 
Capetown, June 6. 
| Grand fashion display to popu- 
| larize wool fashions will be staged 
under title “La Laine Parisienne.” 
on- African Theatres circuit in col- 
laboration with South African Wool 
Board in Johannesburg June 9. 
Fight Paris mannequins are be- 
ing brought in to model dresses 
from 24 fashion houses including 
Christian Dior, Jacques Fath, Moly- 
| neux and Schiaparelli. 
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THE LAST HALF-CENTURY OF FAMOUS 
FACES AND PLACES...11S DRAMA, LAUGHTER 
AND TEARS...THE WHOLE SPELL-BINDING 
PARADE OF HISTORY THAT PUT THE 


AMERICAN PUNCH INTO THE 20™ CENTURY! 


NOTHING EVER LIKE IT! 


THE PICTURE THAT WAS 50 YEARS 





the Trade Showings 


ALBANY 

Worner Screening Room 

79 WN. Pearl St. © 12:30 P.M. 
ATLANTA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
197 Walton St. NW. © 2:30 PLM. 
BOSTON 

RKO Screening Room 

122 Arlington St. * 2:30 P.M. 
BUFFALO 

Porcmount Screening Room 

464 Fronklin St, * 2:00 P.M, 


CHARLOTTE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
308 $. Church St. * 2:00 P.M, 
CHICAGO 

Warner Screening Room 

1307 So. Wabash Ave. * 1:30 P.M, 
CINCINNATI 

RKO Palace Th. Screening Room 
Poloce Th. Bldg. £. 6th * 8:00 P.M. 
CLEVELAND 

Worner Screening Room 

2300 Poyne Ave + 2:00 P.M 


DALLAS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1803 Wood St. * 2:00 P.M. 
DENVER 

Paramount Screening Room 
2100 Stout St. * 2:00 P.M. 
OES MOINES 
Paramount Screening Room 
1125 High St. © 12:45 P.M, 
DETROIT 

Film Exchonge Building 
2310 Coss Ave, * 2:00 P.M. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
326 No. illinois St. * 1:00 P.M, 
JACKSONVILLE 

Florida Theatre Bidg. Sc. Rm. 
128 €. Forsyth St. * 8:00 P.M. 
KANSAS CITY 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyandotte St. * 1:30 P.M. 
LOS ANGELES 

Warner Screening Room 


2025 S. Vermont Ave. * 2:00 P.M. 


MEMPHIS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
151 Vance Ave. * 2:00 P.M. 
MILWAUKEE 
Warner Theotre Screening Room 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. * 2:00 P.M, 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Warner Screening Room 
1000 Currie Ave. * 2:00 P.M. 
NEW HAVEN 
Warner Theotre Projection Room 
70 College St. * 2:00 P.M 


NEW ORLEANS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 S. Liberty St. * 8:00 P.M, 
NEW YORK 

Home Office 

321 W. 44th St. © 2.30 PM, 
OKLAHOMA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
10 North Lee St, © 1:30 P.M. 
OMAHA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Davenport St. + 1:00 P.M, 


PHILADELPHIA 

Warner Screening Room 

230 No. 13th St. * 2:30 PM, 
PITTSBURGH 

2C''y Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Blvd. of Allies * 1:30 P.M, 
PORTLAND 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

1947 N.W. Kearney St. * 2.00 P.M. 
SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 East Ist South + 2:00 P.M. 


SAN FRANC:SCO 
Poramount Screening Room 

205 Golden Gate Ave. * 1:30PM 
SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

2318 Second Ave. + 10:30 AM 
ST. LOUIS 

S'renco Screening Room 

3143 Olive St. * 1.00 P.M, 
WASHINGTON 

Warner Theatre Building 

13th & E. Sts. WLW. > 10:30 AM. 





Siggpporl We INDEPENDENCE SAVINGS BOND DRIVE 
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Picture Grosses 








DETROIT 


‘Continued from page 19) 
79-95) —"Father of Bridge” (M-G) 
24 wk). Down to good $18,000. 
Last week, solid $27,000. - 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)— 
“Woman on Pier 13” (RKO) and 
Horde” (Mono). Fair 
$14,000. Last week, “Eagle and 
Hawk” (Par) and “Women from 
Headquarters” (Rep), $15,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
95)--’ House By River” (Rep) and 
“Gun Crazy” (UA). Soft $8,000. 
rast week, “Capture” (RKO) and 

\lotor Patrol” (Lip), $10,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
singing Guns” (Rep) and “Change 
of Heart” (UA) (reissue). Slim $7,- 
O00. Last week, “Big Hangover” 
\I-G) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Secret Fury” (RKO) and ‘“Tillie’s 
Punctured Romance” (indie) (re- 
issue) (2d wk). Okay $5,000. Last 

Downtown (Balaban) (3,900: 70- 
95\—‘'Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) 
2d wk). Usual drop to $9,000. 
last week, disappointing $11,000. 


‘Annie’ Gets Buff Gun, 


“Savage 





$20,000; ‘Lawless’ $9,000. 


Buffalo, June 13. 
sig news here this week is 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” sock at 
ihe Buffalo. ‘“‘The Lawless” shapes 
fair at the Center. “Love That 
Brute’ is light at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). Big $20.- 
000. Last week, “Asphalt Jungle” 
\I-G). $11,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
‘Love That Brute” (20th) and 
“Wake Island” (Par) (reissue). 
Light $10,000. Last week, ‘Eagle 
and Hawk” (Par) and “Everybody’s 
Dancin’” (Lip), $12,500. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—‘‘The 
Lawless” (Par). Fair $9,000. Last 
week, “Caged” (WB) (2d wk), good 
$10,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.000; 40-70)— 
“Fortunes Captain Blood” (Col) 
and “Beware of Blondie” (Col). 
\lild $9,500. Last week, “Sierra” 
UL) and “State Penitentiary” (Col), 
Same, 

Century (20th Cent.) 
70) —"“Quicksand” (UA) and “Tat- 
tooed Stranger” (RKO). Thin $8.- 
900) Last week, “Secret Fury” 
RKO) and “Killer Shark” (Mono), 
$9.500, under hopes. 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 18) 


wk). Slipped to $3,500 in final week 
aller steady $5,000 last week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-80)— 
“Secret Fury” (RKO), Above aver- 
ace $10,000. Last week. “Wagon- 
master” (RKO), nice $12,000. 

Little (Lopert) (285; 50-85)— 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (4th 
wk). Down to $2,000 in fina: week. 
Last week, $2,509. 

Metrepolitan ‘Warner) (1,163; 
44-74)-—"South Sea Sinner” (U) 
and “I Was Shoplifter” ‘(U). Double 
feature policy not helping much: 
s'iin $5,000. Last week, “Fortunes 
Capt. Blood” (Col) and “Beauty 
Parade” (Col), same, 

Paiace (Loew’s) 

“Gunfighter” (20th) (2d wk). 
Okay $10,000 after solid $17,000 
last week. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85)— 
"No Sad Songs” (Col) (4th wk). 
Slim $4,000 after $4.500 last week. 

Warner (WB) (2,164: 44-74)— 

“Caged” (WB). Pleasant $14,000. 
Last week, “Destination Tokyo” 
‘Wh) and “God Is Co-Pilot” (WB) 
‘retssue), okay $10,000. 
_ rans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
Sievele Thief” (Indie) (6th wk). 
Satisfactory $4,500 in final round 
alter $5,000 last week. 


PITTSBURGH 


‘Continued from page 19) 
eXtra three days in order to get 
house back to Saturday opening 
“Rock Island Trail” 
Last week, “Dakota Lil” 
20th) and “I Was Shoplifter” (U), 
$4500. 

; “larris (Harris) (2.200: 45-80)— 
Serra” (U). Small $5.500. Last 
‘k. “Kill the Umpire” (Col), $6,- 


Non 


(3,000: 40- 








‘l7?) with 


Rep), 


_ Penn (Loew's) (3.300; 45-80)— 
\sphalt Jungle” (M-G). Review- 
ers all) gave underworld melo- 


“rama fine send-off but biz is not 
“oOIng along with them. = Slight 
$11.000 or over. 
Hangover” (M-G), $12,000. 

«Stanley (WB) | (3,800; | 45-80)— 
"( ged” (WB). Best getaway for 
“n\ picture in months and ought 


ieee home with $13,000, biggest 


long 


Fury® “Secret 
y 


time. Last week, 
(RKO), $8,000. 


(2.370; 44-74) | 


Last week, “Big 


house has experienced in a! 





Carle Lifting ‘Shadow’ To 
Nice $20,000 in Omaha; 
‘Hangover’ Light at 10€ 


Omaha, June 13. 

Despite 
than usual for time of 
Frankie Carle orch and revue is 
bolstering “Shadow on Wall” to 
solid $21,000 at Orpheum this 
week. “Big Hangover” at the Par- 
amount is light and so are the 
others. Presence of races here, 
Barber Shop Quartet convention 
and outdoors competition plus hot 
weather are not helping. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
80)—“‘Shadow on Wall” (M-G) and 
Frankie Carle orch onstage. Nice 
$21,000. Last week, “The Out- 
riders” (M-G) and “Trapped” (EL), 
oke $10,500 at 16-65c. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Barricade” (WB) and “Rusty’s 
Birthday” (Col). Mild $6,000. Last 
week, “Wagonmaster” (RKO) and 
“Customs Agent” (Col), $5,800. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—"‘Big Hangover” (M-G). Mild 
$10,000. Last week, “Big Lift” 
(20th), $9,800. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Father Is Bacheler’” (Col) and 
“Palomino” (Col). Modest $4,500. 
Last week, “Kid From Texas” (U) 
and “Mystery at the Burlesque” 
(Mono), $4,000. 


‘ANNIE’ LUSH $20,000, 
PROV.; ‘FOOLISH’ 136 


Providence, June 13. 
Ideal summer-like weather over 
the weekend is helping to hold biz 
down. Doing fairly well are RKO 
Albee’s “My Foolish Heart” ( 
Majestic’s “Colt .45” while State's 
“Annie Get Your Gun” shapes nice. 
Estimates for This Week. 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—‘‘My 
Foolish Heart” (RKO) and “Out- 
rages Orient” (FC Steady $13.- 
000. Last week, ‘Wagonmaster 
(RKO) and “Golden Twenties” 
(RKO), $12,000. 
Majestic (Fay) 





(2.200; 44-65)— 
“Colt .45” (WB) and. “This Side 
of Law’ (WB). Healthy $12,000. 
Last week. “Under My Skin” (20th) 
and “Father Makes Good” (Mono), 
same. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—"‘Caged” (WB) and “Lucky 


Losers” (Mono) (2d wk). Poor $4,- 

500. Last week, fairish $7,500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 

“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). At pop 


prices looks nice $20,000 or near. 
Last week. “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) 
and “Side Street’ (M-G), 
$14,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—'The Lewiess” (Par) and “Cow- 
town” (Coi). 
Last week, “The Torch” (EL) and 


“Golden Gloves” (EL), weak $5,000. | 





Indie Booth Union in Ist 
Pact Outside Toledo 


Toledo, June 13. 

Toledo Projectionists’ Assn., in- 
dependent union, has changed its 
name to the National Projectionists 
Assn. and signed its first contract 
with a theatre outside of Toledo, 
announced Frank Vanden Eynden, 
business agent. 

Contract, which provides for 
just one man in the booth, has 
been signed with the Willow the- 
atre, Independence, O., scheduled 
to start operations about mid- 
June. Pickets of Local 160, AFL 
Projectionists’ Union, are already 
picketing the theatre, which is 
operated by the Penfield Amus. 
Corp. Latter firm was formed by 
several theatremen, all of whom 
have other houses manned by AFL 
projectionists, Vanden Eynden 
said, 





Sullivan Awfully Gabby 


Gael Sullivan, Theatre Owners 
of America’s exec director, returns 
to N. Y. today (Wed.) from another 
personal appearance at a regional 
convention of his exhib org. Sulli- 
van took the platform Monday (12) 
in Miami at the annual meet of the 
Motion Picture Exhibitors of Flor- 
ida. 

TOA-er shoves off again over the 
weekend to talk at the conclave of 
the Virginia Theatre Owners Assn. 
in Old Point Comfort, Va., Mon- 
. day (19), 


slow . 


Opened Monday (12). | 


more stage attractions | 
year, | 


Postmistress to Films 
Montreal, June 13. 

Dorothy Beauvais, full- 
blooded Iroquois Indian and 
village post-mistress at Ste. 
Marguerite, 65 miles north of 
here, planed to Toronto today 
for screen tests that may land 
her a part opposite Clark 
Gable in his next film. 

The jump from this quiet 
town in the Laurentians to a 
film studio resulted when 
Metro’s Bill Brady spotted her 
photo in a New York daily. 
It reportedly ended Brady’s 
search for a_ typical North 
American Indian to star with 
Gable. 











Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, June 13 


Columbia will defrost some of 
its frigid coin in England next 
month with “Lord Johnny,” to be 
produced by Jerry Brandt from 
screenplay by James Edward 
Grant, with Cornel Wilde starring 

Judith Allen returns to Holly- 
wood for ‘the first time in nine 
years to resume her film cayeer in 
“Mr. and Miss Anonymous” at Par- 
amount 
Charlton Heston to star in “Son 
and Stranger,” based on a novel 
by David Demarest Lloyd, 
filmed in England for Paramount 
release... A Walter Huston Memo- 
rial Scholarship will be dedicated 





at the University of Arizona in 
Tucson in connection with the 
preem of “The Furies,” the last 


| picture in which Huston appeared. 


Robert Rossen led a second ex- 


pedition, including Mel Ferrer, 


| Anthony Quinn and Miroslava, to 


and | 


Mexico City to resume shooting on 
“The Brave Bulls.”... Boris Ingster 
will direct “Counterfeit” for Al- 
lied Artists, starting this week 
Robert Herron, stunt rider for sev- 
eral years, gets his first speaking 
part in Warner’s “Rocky Moun- 
tain,”’ on lecation at Gallup, N. M. 
Monte Pittman, former writer, 


plays an army lieutenant in War- | 


ners’ “Breakthrough.” . . . Lindsley 
Parsons bought “Dixieland Rhy- 
thm,” authored by Bill Raynor, 
for production at Monogram 
William Perlberg returned from 
N. Y. to start production on “For 
Heaven’s Sake” at 20th-Fox. with 
George Seaton directing 

Jody Gilbert rides as femme 
comic lead in “Gene Autry and 
the Mounties,” produced by Ar- 
mand Schaefer and directed by 
John English for Columbia release 

Harry Joe Brown’s tinted oater. 
“Santa Fe,” went into production 
near Prescott, Ariz., with Randolph 
Scott and Janis Carter in top roles 

Douglas Kennedy plays the top 
heavy in Republic’s ‘The Black 


| 


| 


Exploitable Stories, | 
New Faces Held Key 


To Indie Production 


Giving the public good, ex- 
ploitable stories and new faces in- 
stead of names is the answer to 
successful independent film-mak- 
ing. At least that’s the experience 


of Collier Young, whose first pic- 


ture, “Not Wanted,” repaid its 
bank loan within six weeks after 


hitting release. His maxim is 
“every dollar spent should be 
shown on the screen.” 

By striving for new ideas and 
eschewing oldtime production 


methods and excessive costs, Young 
declared, we may bring back some 


, people who are weary of formula 


Hal Willis assigned) 


to be) 


, “sensation” 


pictures. A new kind of show- 
manship is needed in the business, 
he emphasized, and when yarns 
are used that affect the lives of 
everyday Americans, that’s a step 
in the right direction. 

Young’s production concepts 
were largely responsible for swing- 
ing a three-picture RKO distribu- 
tion deal with Howard Hughes for 
Filmakers, Inc. (in which Young is 
partnered with his actress-wife, 
Ida Lupino, and Malvin Wald). He 
showed some 10 exploitable story 
ideas, with accompanying sales 
campaigns for each, to the RKO 
production head and the latter per- 
sonally selected three subjects. 

Initial pic for RKO is the re- 
cently completed “Outrage,” 
directed by Miss Lupino and deal- 
ing with sex crimes. It’s not a 
film, Young said in 


New York this weék, but attacks 


| the subject with “constructive” sug- 


Hills,” with Rod Cameron, Forrest | 
Tucker and Adrian Booth playing | 


goodies Robert Roark signed a 
player deal withEdward Léven, in- 
die producer, for three pictures, 
starting with “East is East.” 


Twin -City Exhibs In 
Gripes vs. Forced Buys 


Minneapolis, June i3. 





,fore the cameras in July. 


gestions. It’s been okayed by the 
Breen Office, he added, after minor 
problems wé@fe overcome. Re- 
hearsals were stressed on this one 
and as a result only 43,000 feet of 
film was exposed. 

Next to roll is “Mother of a 
Champion,” based upon a novel by 
John R. Tunis. With a tennis back- 
ground, the film will again be 
directed by “Miss Lupino. Sally 
Forrest (borrowed from Metro) and 
Claire Trevor will star. It goes be- 
Third 
project is “The Restless Age,” to 
be gunned in August. Young plans | 
to return to the Coast today (Wed.) 


| after confabs with RKO prez Ned 
Depinet and ad-promotion head S. 


Barret McCormick. 





20th’s ‘Black Rose’ 
Merchandise Tieups 
Twentieth-Fox, pushing its ad- 
vance ballyhoo on “Black Rose,” 
Technicolor film scheduled for 
early September release, has lined 
up 22 separate merchandising tie- 
ups, all keyed to the film’s title. 
Merchandise, including such things 
as women’s ready-to-wear items, 
jewelry and even a “Black Rose” 


| cocktail concocted by Schenley, are 


scheduled to go on sale in steres 
throughout the country in late Au- 


‘gust, prior to the 500 day-and-date 


Twin City exhibitors beefed 
against forced buying and high 
film rentals at protest meeting’ 


called by North Central Allied. 
Theatreowners got gripes off their 
chests, singling out particularly 
RKO for allegedly conditioning 
sale of “Cinderella” on purchase 


of other pictures, and Paramount 
for demanding percentage in all 
Minneapolis and St. 
quent-run situations for “Riding 
High.” However, no resolutions 
were adopted and no action was 
taken. 

S. D. Kane, organization's execu- 
tive counsel, said he had requested 
affidavits to submit to the Justice 
Department regarding forcing of 
pictures in consent decree viola- 
tion, but none of the complainers 
had come across with same. Con- 
sequently, he pointed out, there’s 
nothing on which the Government 
could work. 


AMPA Names Bader 


David Bader has been named by 
the board of Associated Motion Pic- 
ture Advertisers as the industry 
org’s public relations chief for the 
next 12 months. Bader has been 


taken on to push activities of the 
group under the supervision of 
Harry McWilliams, AMPA prez. 

In an effort to accelerate AMPA’s 
operations, officers and board mem- 
bers have been holding a series of 





‘meets during the past few weeks. 


Bader is a film vet who previously 


‘served as prez of AMPA. 


Paul subse- | 


openings for the film on Labor 
Day. 

To further push the products, 
20th is holding a special display 
this week at the Hotel Warwick. 
N. Y., for the benefit of buyers 
now in Manhattan for their fall 
buying chores. Display was kicked 
off Monday (12). Ail the compa- 
nies manufacturing the _ various 
items are to tie in on the publicity 
via advertising, direct-mail mate- 
rial and other methods. 





‘Irma’ 2-Day Preem 


Paramount is mapping a two-day 
world preem for “My Friend Irma 
Goes West,” Hal Wallis production | 
which sequels “My Friend Irma,” 
in Las Vegas, Nev., June 25-26. 
Big contingent of Paramount thes- 
pers headed by Marie Wilson, Dean 
Martin & Jerry Lewis, Diana Lynn 
and John Lund will attend to whip 
up excitement. 

Governor Pittman of Nevada and 
Mayor Ernest Cragin of Las Vegas 
are slated to show up, as well as 
other politicos in surrounding 
states. After its Las Vegas send- 
off, pic begins pre-release dates in 
several key cities, kicking ‘off 
July 4. 





HAZEN TO THE COAST 

Joseph Hazen, partner with Hal 
Wallis in the indie filmmaking out- 
fit of Wallis-Hazen, Inc., planed to 
the Coast over the weekend for his 
customary summer stay. Hazen 
will remain in Hollywood until the 
early part of August. 

Visit will be broken by one 
quickie trip to New York at the | 
end of June. 


adding sales personel. 


John Russell, 
| pianist Tommy Chambers took off 


Lippert Accents 
Exploitation Pix;. 
Upping Sales Org 


Chicago, June 13. 

Flushed by _its success with 
“Baron of Arizona,” and more 
spectacularty by “Rocketship X-M,.” 
Lippert productions will set an 
accent on. pictures which lean 
heavily toward exploitation in its 
future production plans. This was 
the outstanding news emerging 
from Lippert’s first national sales 
meeting at the Blackstone Hotel 
Saturday and Sunday (10-11). 

The meeting, headed by general 
sales manager Arthur Greenblatt 
and attended by 30 sales execs and 
exchange managers, discussed ex- 
ploitation and_ sales plans. for 
“Rocketship,” the newly completed 
“Return of “Jesse James,” and 
“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,” 
which is still in preparation. In 
conformance with its production 
plans, Lippert has signed three 
field flacks, one for the east, one 
for midwest, and one for the west. 
Lippert had none before. The com- 
pany is contemplating the use of 
even more. - 

It’s apparently the success of 
‘Rocketship” that has set the 
Lippert production course. Green- 
blatt disclosed that the science- 
fiction pic has been sold and dated 
to “every major circuit in the U.S.” 
He also said that it will have enter- 
ed its first run in every key city 
in the nation by the second week 
in July. 


Lippert is also enlarging his 
sales setup. Negotiations have 
been completed for the indie to 


acquire exchanges in Washington 
and Atlanta, within 60 days, They 
will be the 10th and ilth fully- 
owned and operated Lippert Screen 
Guild exchanges. The firm is 
Latest ap- 
pointment along these lines is 
Claire Townsend, former Eagle- 
Lion branch manager in Detroit, 
who took over yesterday (Mon.) as 
Lippert branch manager in the 
automobile city. 


Pix Click With Germans: 


But Democracy Not As 
Popular—Arthur Mayer 


Hollywood, June 13. 
American films have a wide fol- 
lowing in Germany, but the educa- 
tion of the German mind toward 


the American idea of democracy is 
not making much headway. That 
was the declaration of Arthur May- 
er. former head of the motion pic- 
ture program in the occupied coun- 
try, at a dinner held in his honor 
here by the Internationa: Commit- 
tee of the Assn. of Motion Picture 
Producers. 

Film industry was represented 
by Y. Frank Freeman, Al Rogell, 





Valentine Pavies, Jack Dales, 
Charles Brackett, Luigi Luraschi 
and Joseph ‘. Breen, 





Y £ ) . 

U’s ‘Creek’ Junket 
Another star junket was shipped 
out of Hollywood this week when 


Donald O’Connor, Peggy Castle, 
Lois Andrews and 


for Atlanta yesterday (Tues.). 
Troupe is chipping in on the world 
preem of Universal’s “Curtain Call 
at Cactus Creek” at the Paramount 
tomorrow (15). 

Atlanta opening will launch over 
300 dates in a southern saturation 
campaign. Thespers follow Atlan- 
ta appearances with a_— swing 
through Memphis, Charlotte, Knox- 
ville and Nashville. Charles Si- 
monelli, U’s exploitation § chief, 
heads from New York today (Wed.) 
to attend the preem. 


Hardy Sails for Pic 


Comedian Oliver Hardy, who 
sailed for Paris Saturday (10) on 
the Caronia, makes his first film 
in five years when “Atol) 4” goes 
before the cameras in the French 
capital the end of the month. 

Hardy’s partner, Stan Laurel, is 





already in~ France. Pic will be 
made by~- Franco-London-Films, 
with Tim Whelan directing. Sev- 


eral French and Italian comics are 
scheduled to appear with the Yank 
team, 
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My It’s OUT-GROSSING / \ 
Y“ the fancy ‘Francis’ figure by more than 25%! 


“Bang-Up Entertainment” says N.Y. JOURNAL .....“An All-Out Pulse-Pounding 
Experience!” says N.Y. DAILY MIRROR .... .“Fast Moving!” says N.Y.TIMES..... 
aie “Altogether superior saga of the winning of the West” says HERALD-TRIBUNE ..... 







“Top grade western. This one is the critics choice” says N.Y. POST 


“Winchester’73 hits a Western Bull’s-Eye’. .. . .n.v.worip-Teecram 


JAMES SHELLEY DAN STEPHEN 


STEWART WINTERS “DURYEA™ McHALLY 


















with MILLARD MITCHELL+ CHARLES DRAKE «JOHN McINTIRE * WILL GEER «JAY C. FLIPPEN 


Screenplay by ROBERT L. RICHARDS and BORDEN CHASE © Directed by ANTHONY MANN © Produced by AARON ROSENBERG 


* Smart Showmen are dating it for the week of July 12 


to get full advantage of the tremendous national magazine and newspaper 
advertising campaign that will sell it to your public. 


* A FULL PAGE AD in“LOOK” on the stands now! * A FULL PAGE AD in“LIFE” on 
the stands JUNE 30! % Big HALF-PAGE ADS in the country’s leading Sunday Newspapers, 
to reach more than 18 Million Families on Sunday, July 9! 
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eee and backed by the kind of showmanship that made 
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Labor Nixes Brit. Plan 


Continued from page 5 
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cen REAR NU bet 


75° tax was set aside) on conver-, will be able to thaw further their 
sion of funds and it is thought | earnings via the same schedule of 
that this maneuver would put the | 27 uses permitted under the old 
British on the spot to take the ini-| agreement. In addition, Yanks can 
tiative in offering new terms. | switch frozen pounds into other 
Opposition of Hollywood labor to | Soft currencies (with permission of | 
the new proposais is expected to 8overnments of both countries in- | 
crystallize this week. Johnston, Mo-| volved) and can invest in 10-year | 
tion Picture Assn. of America | British government bonds. 
prexy, presented details of the | This, it is said, will more than | 
profferred deal to studio chieftains 











compensate for elimination of the | 


on the Coast Monday (12) and | “B Pool” (bonus for earnings by 
Arnall will confab with his pro-| British pix in the U. S.) ahd take 
ducers later in the month. Labor | up the slack which permitted the 


current £1,000,000 unthawed bal- 


squawks may he expected to take 
ance in England. 


shape following Arnall’s exposition. 
Incidentally, he will take the same 
attitude ot opposition to the deal 
that he expressed in New York. 
Labor’s beef results from the 
fact that the British proposal pro- | 
vides a bonus on convertibility of 
frozen sterling for each dollar of 
additional U. S. production in Eng- 
land, with predominantly British 
workers. Coastites figure that’s tak- 
ing bread-and-butter out of their 
mouths and that it was pushed 
on the British government by Eng- 
land’s studio labor topper, Tom 
O'Brien. 
Another Intervention Try 
Hollywood union leaders will 


undoubtedly make another de- sg > Bnd be a aiid d tak 
mand for intervention in the ne-| — rms, In order to take 


gotiations by the U. S. State ‘Dept. | $17,000,000 out of England under 
They made a similar demand be the new agreement will, in essence, 
fore the American negotiators have to produce the same number 
went to London in May. | of pix there with frozen coin that 

Opposition of some American rae ng te Mg Britain during 
peng ei pe of a gH Johnston emphasized that he and 
thas Ales dant saat % get. en. Other negotiators had refused to 
: : ; - accede to British demands specify- 
tangled in a battle with American ing number of pix to be made dur- | 
labor. Second, and more impor- ing the life of She roposed agree- 
tant, is that they figure a few com- ment prupose 8 | 
panies which do the bulk of pro- : | 


. ; “ , Under terms of the _ proposed | 
duction in England will profit at ; an : 
the ‘expense of the others. |new deal, American companies can | 


This results from failure of U.S. | get money out without making | 


negotiators to agree among them- 
selves as to the point at which the 
production bonus arrangement 
starts. British have agreed to per- 
mit conversion of $17,000,000— 
same as in the expiring pact—if 
the Yank firms continue the same 





Johnston Outlines 
Attitude of British 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Eric Johnston, in a report to top | 
Assn. of Motion Picture Producers | 
| members and at a press.conference, 
outlined virtual take-it-or-leave-it | 
|attitude of the British negotiators | 
,and disclosed he, Ellis Arnall and | 
| other U. S. negotiators will be back | 
'in London, “probably within next | 
30 days.” to continue talks on the 
| Anglo-American agreement. Exact 
| date is to be set after he hears from 
Harold Wilson, prez of the British | 


outright buying of British films 
and various tvpes of global rights 
{to them, hiring talent, purchase of | 
'real property, investment in Eng- | 
lish stocks which pay dividends in| 
| American dollars plus several other | 
| methods. 


GOLDEN, SEGAL BOOST 
CONN. VARIETY BENEFIT 


New Haven. 

A benefit show for underprivi- 
leged children will be presented 
June 25 at the Shubert here by the 
Variety Club, Tent 31, of Connecti- 
cut. Ben H, Segal, manager of the 
house, and also of the Mark Hell- 
inger, N. Y., and Broadway pro- 
ducer John Golden are in charge 
of the entertainment, for which 
various show biz stars, particularly 
those summering in nearby Fair- 
field county, are being sought. 

Proceeds from show will provide | 
medical care, etc., for youngsters 
at Boys Village, the Variety club 
vacation farm near here. 











‘the budget of today is—will it re- 


| year’s figures! 





Balaban Stresses 


Continued from page 5 
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for $1,400,000, he is deceiving him- 
self and us. 
“The only realistic measure for 














coup our investment and give our | 
company a reasonable profit in the | 
kind of a market in which it must | 
be released a couple of years from | 
now? If it won’t then $1,300,000 | 


'is excessive and the film shouldn't | 


be made. I can’t impress upon | 
you too strongly that any one who 
thinks about the next year in| 
terms of last year is building on a | 
false foundation that will destroy 
not only him but us. Forget last 
They bear no more 
relation to present day realities 
than the standards of silent picture 
days.” 

Alfred W. Schwalberg, Par’s dis- 
tribution veepee, disclosed that 
“Samson and Delilah,’ company’s | 
big Cecil B. DeMille offering, has | 
grossed $3,981,600 in 1,050 pre-re- | 
lease engagements to date. In its 
116 Canadian dates, it grossed over 
$400,000. Film will continue pre- | 
release runs until Oct. 1 when it | 
will be pulled for a few months. 


in | 


Crosby-Ingrid Bergman starrer, | 
| 


the fall handled as a new release. 

Over 300 Paramounters assem- | 
bled for the four-day conclave | 
which ends Thursday (15). East-| 
ern division head Hugh Owen an- | 


| sors. 


| was incumbent on the 





Big Circuits Ride 
Continued from page 3 Qa 


threatened suit against the MPAA 
for monopoly practices in the event 
his pic was banned from the big 
chains. In the course of a highly- 


publicized fight, Burstyn refused to. 


scissor two scenes in the pic—one 
showing a brothel, the other a boy 
relieving himself — and _ then 
grooved his film to the circuits 
without the cuts. 

Apparently, the only effect of 
the refusal by Joseph Breen, PCA 
administrator, to grant a seal is 
its influence on state and city cen- 
Bicycle” has run into dif- 
ficulties in Baltimore and Portland, 
Ore., from official censors. In 
each instance, censor held out on 
the contention that if Breen 
thought the film objectionable, it 
censor to 
think likewise. Baltimore censor 
‘carried on a correspondence with 
the MPAA on the subject. 

Dramatizing how badly the code 
ban has collapsed is a partial Jist 
of circuits which have booked the 
film. Among the United Para- 
mount affiliates are Balaban & 
Katz, Intermountain, Interstate, 
Jefferson Amusement, Minnesota 
State, New England, Wilby-Kincey 
and Publix—Great States. 
are some of the strongest chains in 
the UP group. 

National Theatres, 20th-Fox sub- 
sid, has also booked it widely. Fox- 
West Coast, Fox-Intermountain, 
Fox-Midwest and Fox-Wisconsin 
are some of the local circuits which 
played the film. Large number of 
Warner Bros. houses also followed 
suit. 

“Bicycle” has been a= strong 
grosser due to critical plaudits and 
the wide publicity drained from 
the argument with the MPAA and 
elsewhere. Whether the affiliates 
would hew closer to the line on a 
film weaker in quality or drawing 
power remains problematical. Fact 


| films, through purchase of scripts,| Schwalberg also announced reis-| is, however, that the precedent is 
|; suance of “Going My Way,” Bing | now established to skirt the ban 
when a circuit feels like so doing. | 
decision this | 


In an important 
week in Portland, Burstyn won out 
in a battle with the local censor. 
Circuit court Judge James R. Bain 
issued an injunction against the 
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amount of productidn as last year. | 


For any picture-making less than 
that there’d be a penalty of 50° 
of the decrease in expenditure, 
and for any production in excess 
there'd be a bonus of 50°° of the 
additional sums expended. 

While there’s much interpreta- 
tion still to be done of the figures 
on production during the _ past 


year, amount is generally accepted | 


as about $8,000,000. That would 
mean that if there were no produc- 


tion at all during the coming year, | 
Yank firms would be penalized by 


half that amount. Thus $4,000,000 
would be subtracted from the $17,- 
000,000 and the sum convertible 
would be $13,000,000. 

Some of the majors and SIMPP 
maintain that bonuses should not 
apply to aecounts of individual 
producing companies until there is 
sufficient overall production § to 
guarantee the $17,000,000 of con- 
vertibility. They feel that the 
$17.000.000 should be divvied as in 
the past on the basis of British 
billings. 

Not Yet Clearly Resolved 

They agree that after the $17,- 
000.000 mark has been reached, 
the companies that do the produc- 
ing sheuld profit by the bonus. The 
major companies making pix over- 
seas take the pesition that they 
should start profiting from the 
$13,000,000 mark on their foreign 
production activities, although the 
issue is not as yet clearly resolved. 

The British don’t care one way 
or the other, since the amounf of 
dollar exchange they’d be making 
available would be the same. Thus, 
it the new deal is not accepted, at 
least part of the reason will be 
this internal disagreement among 
the Yanks. 

Aside from the labor angles and 
the intramural dispute, new Brit- 
ish offer is said to be better finan- 
cially than the March, 1948, agree- 
ment. It is expected that under 
the ‘new arrangement the Yanks 
would be able to convert all of the 


$30.000.000 yearly that American, 


io are now earning in Eng- 
ana. 

There is about £1,000,000 ($2.- 
800,000) currently frozen under the 
two-year deal which was to have 
expired last night. Another £ 900,- 
000 is technically frozen but has 
already been committed. 

Production already under way 


or committed is said to be suffi-| 


cient to guarantee bonuses. that 
will insure the $17,000,000 converti- 
bility figure this year. Companies 


| half million pounds of American 
money are frozen there. 
|Said the British are the “toughest 
negotiators” he has met anywhere. 
,He expressed some doubt as to 


| when an agreement can be reached | 


on a new deal, but stressed that the 


(old agreement remains in effect | 


(until a new one is signed or final 
jimpasse reached. “If we don’t 
/reach an agreement, then we’ll just 
have to-come home,” he added. 


'ity that if no agreement is reached, 
, the British will reimpose their pro- 
hibitive ad valorem tax, which calls 
for 75° of estimated U. S. earn- 
ings of pix to remain in England. 
This would pile up between $75.- 
090,000 and $100,000,000 in four 
vars, and would be “an impossible 
situation.” 


‘Unit Rule’ Nix 


Continued from page 5 


negotiations. It is hoped that the 
guarantees would prevent such a 
‘maneuver again; although most 
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American distribs are pretty cyni- | 


cal about the British as traders. 

The quota theoretically would 
,not come under the guarantee of- 
fered by the British, since it is 
not a departmental regulation, but 
a legislative matter. No govern- 
mental department would be in 
'position to guarantee what Parlia- 
ment might do or not do. 

However, Parliament generally 
takes the advice of the president 
of the Board of Trade on the quota, 
and since he’s the one who is offer- 
ing the guarantees in return for 
rescinding the unit rule, there’s 
thought to be some protection in 
that. More important, however, is 
that there’s not sufficient produc- 
tion in England to merit a higher 
quota, so any revision upward is 
considered unlikely. 


Suit Over ‘Agent’ 
Los Angeles, June 13. 
Paramount filed depositions in 
its suit against Milton Holmes, 





| writer, who recently claimed story | 
'rights to “Jockey’s Agent,” declar- | 
ing it had been developed during | 


| his employment on the Paramount 
lot. 


| Ginsberg, Jack Karp, Frank Cleav- 
er. Bill Meiklejohn, Bernard Smith 
; and D. A. Doran. 


Currently, between one and one: | 


Johnston | 


Johnston said there’s a possibil- | 


Depositions were made by Henry | 


nounced a surprise drive had been 
| held to defray the costs of the con- 
vention by corralling extra busi- 
i'ness. Campaign was shooting at 
/ $100,000 but netted $314,368 dur- 
ing the week which will end June 


|; mount week in three years. 
/Exhibs Should Stay Home—Zukor 
| Board chairman Adolph Zukor 
chimed in on the economy theme. 
'Zukor also attacked exhibs who 
spend too much time in Miami and 
|Palm Beach. “They should stay 
| home and be in their theatre lob- 
bies when the public walks in and 
' when it walks out,” he said. “They 
‘ought to find out if the public liked 
‘the screen fare or not—and why. 
In other words, they ought to give 
‘this business some close personal 
_attention.” 


Schwalberg hosted some 30 big | 
special ~convention | 


'exhibs at a 
luncheon today (Tues.). Among 
those on hand were Charles P. 
'Skouras, Mare Wolff, Harry 
| Arthur, Milton Arthur, J. R. 
'Rogers, Ben Wallerstein, Eddie 
| Zabel, George Bowser, Harry Vin- 
nicof, Pat De Cicco, Joseph 
Schenck and Bob O’Donnell. 

Balaban’s convention appearance 
was Gevoted extensively to produc- 
tion. “One thing is certain,” he 
said, “the days of unfinished scripts 
and shooting a picture ‘off-the- 
cuff’ must cease. They are a 
luxury we cannot afford. What we 
need today is the most careful 
analysis of scripts and the most ex- 
haustive preparation for produc- 
tion before we start shooting a pic- 
ture.” 
| Par'’s prez also aimed his shafts 
‘at “beautifully made” pix which 

lose money when they reach the 
market. “This experience has 
been repeated time and again,” he 
added. “We simply cannot afford 
to have any more cf them, no mat- 
ter how gratifying the plaudits of 
| the critics may be. Price, Water- 
i house & Co. doesn’t read the re- 
views in making up our profit and 
loss statement.” 

Overseas, Balaban said. world 
grosses have dropped trom un- 
precedented wartime levels to the 
old levels of 1941 and 42. 
ever you read about the film com- 
panies getting dollars out of 
| blocked funds, don’t be misled,” 
‘he said. “Between devaluation 
and the discounts we have to take 
'to get our dollars out, you may 
| be sure that we've suffered real 
| losses.” 


17, representing the biggest Para- | 


“When- | 


city’s censorship board and council, 
| restraining them from interfering 
| with the opening of the film un- 
| scissored. Censors, sustained by 
| the city council, had demanded 
| deletion of the bordello scene. 

| Film thereupon opened at the 
| Guild theatre to big business. It 
| had received strong support from 
| the two daily newspapers as well 
| as a citizens committee. In the 


| Baltimore battle, Baltimore Sun) 
_took up the cudgels for the pic. | 


| Portland decision was the first in 
the state to restrain a censor from 
| interfering with a film. 


‘Ohio Sup. Ct. Upholds 
Ban on ‘Wild Weed’ 


Columbus, June 13. 
Ohio’s supreme court Wednesday 
(7) upheld the state’s division of 
‘film censorship ban on. “Wild 
Weed,” the Hallmark Productions 
pic starring Lila Leeds and depict- 





ing the degrading results from use| 


of marijuana. 

Hallmark, of Wilmington, O., 
originally sought an order vacating 
ithe board’s rejection of the film 
and also made a direct appeal! from 
the board’s action. Latter action 
was dismissed by the court- on 
grounds that jurisdiction to review 


an order of the division of film cen- | 


sorship can be invoked only in an 
original action and not in ‘an ap- 
peal. All seven members of the 
court reviewed the film two weeks 
ago and held that the censors’ ac- 
tion in banning the showing of the 
film in Ohio because it was harm- 
ful was “neither unreasonable nor 
unlawful.” 

The only other time in Ohio his- 
tory the state supreme court has 
sat in judgment on a film was in 
1915, when it overruled the cen- 
sors’ ban on “Birth of a Nation.’_ 





deBra Tours Again 


Washington, June 13. 
deBra. director of the 


Arthur 


Motion Picture Assn.’s Community ! 


Relations, left over the weekend 
for another lecture tour in behalf 
of the film industry’s “Movies Are 
Better Than Ever” campaign. 
'He’ll address Better Films Coun- 
cils in some six cities, primarily in 
the south. 

Current trip marks deBra’s 
third lecture mission in the field 
in as many months in a drive to 
‘whet community interest in Holly- 
|} wood product. 


Metro in Hefty 


~ Summer Release 


Metro has cropped up as the 
‘second major company to swing 
_into a heavy releasing schedule for 
'the hot-weather months in a chal- 
| lenge to the traditional thin diet - 
‘for the summer. Company has 
| upped its sights to 10 pix for June, 
July and August. Its revised slate 
follows close after an announce- 
ment by RKO that it will unloose 
10 films in eight weeks. 


Trio set for June by William F. 
Rodgers, Metro’s distribution v.p., 
are “The Asphalt Jungle,” “Father 
of the Bride” and “The Skipper 
Surprised His Wife.” July sees 
quartet of pix, namely ‘‘Crisis,” 
“The Duchess of Idaho,” “The 
Happy Years” and “Mystery 
Street.” 

Leadoff pix in August are “Three 
Little Words” with “The Miniver 
Story” and “Lady Without Pass- 
port” following. Meanwhile, com- 
pany will continue with spot book- 
ings for “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
“Next Voice You Hear” and “Stars 
in My Crown.” 

Metro is hitting Broadway hard 
during the current month wien the 
major wiil have a minimum of five 
pix playing mainstem flickeries at 
the same time. It represents the 
top volume performance of the 
company in Gotham for a number 
of years. 

M-G’s “Please Believe Me” 
swung into the Globe Saturday 

(10). “The Skipper Surprised His 
Wife” opens at the Palace June 29, 
while “Crisis” follows “Asphalt 
Jungk,” another Metro offering, 
at the Capitol in three or four 
weeks. At Radio City Music Hall, 
'“Next Voice You Hear” takes over 
| when M-G’s “Father of the Bride” 
|pulls out. “Annie Get Your Gun” 
went into its fifth week at Loew's 
| State yesterday (Tues.). 
| 
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sions. When it refused to pay, the 
(union grabbed all! the prints. There 
_were about four prints each of ap- 
| proximately 100 films. Union has 
been distributing them ever since, 
{much as any other releasing outfit 
|operates, despite UA’s efforts to get 
them back. Indie producers of the 
UA pix are getting no return on 
,them, of course, and are plenty 
burned at the company for the 
| handling of the situation. 

Some time ago, UA v.p. Arthur 
|W. Kelly made a new five-year deal 
for distribution of company prod- 
uct by Mier & Brooks, S. A. Li- 
_censee was to advance certain guar- 
antees, however, which it hasn’t 
‘done and so has received no pix as 
yet. , 

Under that deal, UA reserved the 
right to sell any of its pix outright 
for distribution in Mexico if it 
could find a buyer.*It was under 
_this arrangement that the new deal 
was made with Pelliculas Selectas 
If the setup works out satisfactorily 
it may be extended beyond the 
present dozen pix. 

Films included in the initial ar- 
rangements are “Outpost in Moroc- 
ico,” “Jigsaw,” “Without Honor,” 
“Kiss for Corliss,” “Big Wheel,” 
“Dan Patch,” “Africa Screams,” 
“Crooked Way,” “Mrs. Mike,” 
“Quicksand,” “If This Be Sin” and 
“Red Light.” 

Rudolph is an American, a new- 
comer to distribution here. Gold- 
schlag was formerly head of Pel- 
liculos Mexicanos (Mexican govern- 
ment film bank’s foreign distrib 
agency) in Panama, while Lowen- 
thal has been engaged in produc- 
tion and distribution here. They 
are making their offices at SRO 
headquarters in Mexico City. 
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neither one gets what it would or- 
dinarily be entitled to. execs 
claim. 

They charge that not only is it 
‘another method of slashing rentals, 


‘but it is chewing up product far 


‘beyond the capacity of Hollywood 
to provide it. It is difficult enough 
to turn out one “A” for every 
bill, distribs declare, let alone twe. 
In addition, it cuts the market 
away for low-budget product and 
may lead to the elimination of 
such pix entirely, putting out on 
a limb many houses that are de- 
ipendent on that type film. 
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ing the price line have not been 
entirely successful. Well in check 
is the out-and-out gypping that 
Yanks occasionally feel in Europe, 
but prices are far from low in the 
first-class hostels and restaurants 
that Norte Americanos feel com- 
pelled to patronize if they’re to 
avoid dysentery and the other 
tourista maladies that prevail | 
where ideas of sanitation are still 
in the picturesque stage. 

First-class spots are really tops, 
however, and in the best tradition 
of European § service. They’re 
headed, of course, by the giant new 
Del Prado hotel in Mexico City, 
which after many years has taken 
pretty much of the play away from 
the Reforma as local _ tourists’ 
heaven. 

Del] Prado is owned by the gov- 
ernment, but operated under lease 
by a mixed U. S.-Mexican syndi- 
cate headed by Albert B. Pullen. 
Pullen is a U. S. citizen who’s 
made himself a tremendous for-!| 
tune in Mexican investments and} 
ts now active in promoting tourism 
here to further his fortunes. Syn-| 
dicate’s promotion man is a former 





Hollywood press agent, Webb 
Disney. 
Pullen not many years ago 


bought virtually all of what is now} 
Mexico’s leading seaside resort, | 
Acapulco, for a total price of $7,500. | 
He currently sells it in parcels for 
as high as $17,000 an acre. When 
he bought, of course, Acapulco was 
a tiny native town in a tropic jun-| 
gle. Now, with one-hour plane 


Mexico Capitalizes on Squawis 
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service from Mexico City and new 
direct plane service from Tia 
Juana (not far south of Los An- 
geles), it’s probably the fastest- 
growing resort on the American 
continent. 

Pullen’s syndicate also owns the 
topnotch Hotel de las Americas in 
Acapulco. About two years ago he 
acquired Hacienda Vista Hermosa 
between Cuernevaca and Taxco, 
and a few months ago added a 
fourth major unit to its circuit, the 
Penafiel. Hermosa was built 400 
hacienda’ for 


years ago as a 
Cortes and later became a sugar 
mill. Pullen’s syndicate spent a 


fortune in money and imagination 
in restoring it (plus plumbing) and 
has installed its ace manager, Man- 
uel Gonzales, formerly at the Las 
Americas, as its head in an en- 
deavor to build up trade. It ranks 
with the lushest resort hotels on 
the Continent. 

Group headed by Pullen has also 
bought up much acreage around 
Lake Tequesquitengo, near _ the 
Hermosa and a few hours from 


| Mexico City, and is aiming to build 


it into another big resort area. 

With the altitude of Mexico City 
and the area immediateiy around 
it providing pretty much the same 
comfortable temperature all year 
round, it has both a strong winter 
and summer tourist season. 
Acapulco and other spots, however, 
are having a hard fight to get warm 
weather trade because of their 
tropic temperatures. 



















“Here’s a new organ 


I really recommend” 





Dick Leibert, famous organist of Radio City Music Hall, 
has a new Wurlitzer Entertainment Organ and is enthu- 


siastic in his praise. 


“It’s a really wonderful instrument for restaurants, 


supper clubs and-other places that are looking for good 
entertainment at reasonable cost,” he says. “It is re- 
markably fast and lively in action, and the range of tonal 


colors is superb.” 


Built in the tradition of the “Mighty Wurlitzer,” 
this new Wurlitzer is a complete organ. Two full 61-note 
keyboards. A 25-note pedal clavier. An unlimited variety 
of tonal colors at your fingertips. Compactly built, easy 


to install, and easy to move 


about. And it is the lowest 


priced standard two-manual organ you can buy. 


For complete 
information, mail the 
coupon below. 





WuRLIIZER 


World’s Largest Builder of Organs ond Pianos 


Under One Nome 














ony 
! | 
| The Rudolph Wurlitzer Company, Dept. V | 
! North Tonawanda, New York | 
| Gentlemen: I would like to know more about the new 
| Wurlitzer Organ, Please send illustrated booklet. | 
| | 
| Nome | 
| | 
; Address 

| 
; City Zone____ Stote__ | 
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ate necessity for doing business. 
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No Opposition Seen 
On RKO Divorcement 





the end of the year is expected to 
go through at the annual July meet 
of the company without any battle 
by substantial minority interests. 
'Fight loomed for some time be- 
|eause of fears of when-and-if-issued 
theatre stock owners that the post- 
ponement would upset all exchange 
transactions on these shares. For 
this reason, number of sharehold- 
ers fought the extension when 
RKO made its federal court ap- 
plication several months ago. 


| 


At Annual Meet in July 


Stockholder approval of RKO’s f 
‘latest divorcement extension until | 








[te 








good product to keep the nabes in 
profitable operation. | 
Petition also cites the Paramount | 
‘and RKO divorcements to show | 
‘the changed situation. On clear-| 
lances, subsequent-run houses have 
‘no time to appraise the b.o. possi- | 
bilities of pix before booking. That 
is because the JP decree bars any 
clearances between runs. This bar 
also prevents first-runs from pull- 
ing a film that is not grossing since 
such action automatically creates 
dead playing time in the nabes. 


K Files Chi Bid 
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Igoe was destroying the decree, 
Furthermore, the ruling eliminates 
any chance of the majors’ obtain- 
ing modification of the decree by 


| virtue of their having cleaned up 


house and destroyed the con- 
spiracy found in the Jackson Park 


case. In its total substance, the 
| appeals court ruling strengthens 
| and entrenches the decree still 
| further. 

| The specific appeal was one 
brought by McConnell from Judge 
|Igoe’s extension of playing time for 


Understood, however, that RKO | — T - | 20th-Fox’s “Come to the Stable” 
is not contemplating any drastic Appeals Ct. l pholds | last year. Judge Igoe had granted 
change in its original reorganiza- Judge Igoe’s Powers extended playing time on the re- 
tion plan. Since the element of _— hile. i ab peenediolell ligious merit of the film. The 
time alone is not sufficient to upset Seng < ‘os ict oo > a |court reaffirmed Judge Igoe’s 
a when-and-if stock transaction, mi- | @PPears to be a victory for the) ,o.e: to grant the run, but speci- 

; majors, the Chi federal appeals'| . ‘ 
nority holders are no longer fear- | ™@J9FS, | fied that this power must rest 


ful that the delays will nullify all 
deals, 

Under New York exchange prac- 
tices, a stock to be issued in the 
future can be traded on a when- 
and-if basis. If substantial changes | 
in the form of the stock are made 
by the company between the date 
of stock transfers and final issu- 
ance of the stock, a board of bro- | 
kers set up for the purpose can 
cancel all trading in the _ stock. | 
Those purchasing the shares are 
hooked for brokerage fees regard- 
less. 

It was this fear that stirred the 
court battle in which several sub- 
stantial holders spoke up against 
the extension. Since RKO intends | 
to carry out all important provisos | 
of its plan, minority interests are 
expected to go along with the ex- 
tension. 
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of other physical assets of immedi- | 


Request of the Germans to cut | 
import permits to 100 comes just 
at the time when several of the 
American majors were squawking 
that the 15 that each company has 
been allotted is insufficient. They | 
were prepping a request for more. 

At the same time, indies, repre- | 
sented by the Society of Independ- 
ent Motion Picture Producers, 
after much pressure on the State 
Dept. and the German government, 
had received a promise that the 
proportion of permits issued to | 
them would be upped. Allotment 
for this year provided 15 permits | 
to each of the 10 member com- | 
panies of the Motion Picture Assn. | 
of America, plus 10 to the indies, 
for a total of 160. 

Indies have maintained that the 
10 permits are inadequate. MPAA | 
had expressed no opposition to, 
SIMPP’s demand for more permits 
as long as the supposition existed | 
that any increase would be in ad- | 
dition to the 160. Should the total 
number be cut in answer to Bonn’s | 
demand, MPAA and SIMPP may | 
be expected to get into a hot riff 
over the proportion to be sliced 
from each allotment. In the in- 
terim, they'll probably join forces 
to fight through the State Dept. 
any effort to trim the number of 
permits. 

They’re incensed because they 
feel that economic factors are not 
truly involved in the German re-| 
quest. They think—as they have 
indicated in the past when Reich 
controls were tightened—that the 
move results from pressure by the 
Germany industry on its govern- | 
ment to protect the future market | 
for domestic producers. 











Agents Woo | 
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creasing use of names on such lay- 
outs. Agencies with top talent in| 
their rosters could get the head- | 





liners in on net bookings, but now | 
the major attractions are being | 
| used as wedges to corral the en-| 
tire show. Thus, the William Mor- | 
| ris agency will book entire show 
when Danny Kaye opens at the| 
Canadian National Exhibition in 
August. 

Fairs, generally pay higher sal- 
aries than theatres because of the 
seasonal angle. Virtually all acro- 
batic and other types of sight acts 
were usually booked far in ad- 
vance. Now with the name talent 
being called in, the bookings of 
Supporting acts are delayed until 
the headliners are set. 








itwo even 


/was an 


court last week ruled that Judge 
Igoe has the power under the 
Jackson Park decree to grant first- 
runs in the Loop longer than the 
two weeks allotted by the decree. 

Actually, the decision is a victory 
for the Jackson Park theatre and 
its attorney, Thomas C. McConnell. 
While upholding Judge Igoe’s ‘pow- 


er to grant petitions for long first- | 


runs, the court laid down certain 
conditions upon which such permis- 
sion must be based. It limited 
Judge Igoe’s power to grant exten- 
more important in the long 
laid down a principle that Jackson 
Park decree could not be modified 


{without substantial change in the 


distribution situation here. 
The ruling is a victory for Me- 


Connell in both the pragmatic and | 


legal aspects. While reaffirming 


Judge Igoe’s power to grant eten- | 


sions would have been a major 
boon to the distributors a year and 
one-half ago, it is more or less an 
empty gesture today. There are 
few pictures appearing in the Loop 
today which run more than one 
week, fewer which run more than 
in those houses which 
can play extended runs. It is doubt- 
ful if under present conditions, 


‘there are 10 pix per year from 
| the 


major studios that can last 
more than two weeks in the Loop. 


The legal aspect of the ruling is 


|even more important. During hear- | 


ings both on petitions for long runs 
and in the appeals court in this spe- 
cific case, the major point at issue 
interpretation of the de- 
cree’s standing under precedent set 


| by the Swift case 35 years ago. Un- 


der the Swift anti-trust ruling by 
the U. S. Supreme Court, if cir- 


/cumstances not contemplated when 


a decree was written occur, or 
if a situation with which a de- 
cree is concerned has substantially 


‘changed, the defendant is entitled 
ito relief to meet the new situation 


through modification of the decree 
by the court which wrote the de- 
cree. 
Setup Changed 

During petition hearings and dur- 
ing this hearing, attorneys for the 
majors had argued that the distri- 
bution setup here had changed 


/since the Jackson Park decree was 
| written in 1947, and that they were 


entitled to relief through modifi- 
cation of the decree. The situa- 


; tion has changed, they argued, in 


that the conspiracy found in the 
Jackson Park case no longer exists, 


| that the majors are doing business 
ifairly and cleanly, and that they 


should no longer be subjected to 


/some of the more severe provisions 


of the decree, such as the two-week 
first-run limitation. 

The appeals court ruled that the 
elimination of the conspiracy was 
not sufficient change in the situa- 


| tion to merit relief by modification 


of the decree. It ruled that Judge 


| Igoe could not modify the decree 


on the grounds that the conspiracy 
has been eliminated. McConnell 
had argued that Judge Igoe, by 


| basing his extensions of runs on 
| Various grounds, 


was destroying 
the decree. 

The ruling goes on to limit 
Judge Igoe’s power to grant ex- 
tended runs. The sole basis for 
judgment by Judge Igoe on a peti- 
tion for an extended run shall be 
whether such an extension will 
prevent the Jackson Park theatre 
from getting the picture equitably. 


| Judge Igoe had previously granted 


extensions on such bases as the 
picture’s religious themes, its na- 
tional importance or its great cost. 

McConnell feels that the appeals 
court ruling now pinpoints Judge 
Igoe’s power. It was McConnell’s 
contention that, by what he terms 
indiscriminate extensions, Judge 


| solely on whether the Jackson Park 
is prevented from obtaining the 
picture equitably. 


WB, M-G, 20th | 


presented a plan for divestiture to 
ithe Dept. of Justice several weeks 
ago for Government inspection. 
Metro, for its part, has yet to 
'make a move for a consent decree. 

Chances of winning a rehearing 
are generally regarded as particu- 
ilarly slim. In affirming the lower 
icourt decree, Supreme Court had 
before it both the statements of 
jurisdiction filed by the parties 
and some eight cases of exhibits 
and records in the suit. As a mat- 
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run, | 


ter of statistics, successful pleas 
|for reargument are few and far 
| between. 


| D of J is intent in winding up 
\litigation in the case. Understood 
ithat no delays will be braoked by 
ithe Government in carrying out 
divorcement, One question still 
| unanswered is whether the three- 
| year period starts running from 
jthe date the high court mandate 
reaches N. Y. pr from Feb. 8, 1950, 
when the lower court inked the 
' decree. Court battie on that poser 
;}may yet develop. 
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On June 6%, 1950 
AJ THE 


PLAZA TITEATRE, LONDON ¥- 
fitout fnouted wille their yuiescnee le —* 


WORLD PREMIERE 


 Clelle 


A W/LCOX~ NEAGLE PRODUCTION 





STARRING 


ANNA NEAGLE : TREVOR HOWARD 


AND CO°STARRING 


MARIUS GORING : PETER USTINOV © 





Only one other film has been honoured in 
( this way. That was when Their Majesties | 
=— ( attended fhe premiere of “Hamlet” in 1948. 
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Clips from Film Row 





INDIANAPOLIS 


Gene Tunick, Eagle Lion branch 
manager here, keeps his job in of- 
fice merger with Film Classics. So 
does Sol Greenberg, FC booker 
and office manager. Neal Wylde, 
EL booker, goes to Universal in 
similar capacity June 19. Tunick’s 
salesmen will be Irving Drubin and 
D. J. McCarthy. 

Rex Allen, Republic’s singing 
cowboy, added to list of guests for 
Associated Theatre Owners of In- 
diana meeting at French Lick 
Springs June 13-14. 

New 500-car Meridian Drive-In 
opened here June 7 by Four-Way 
Drive-In Corp, headed by Leander 
3rowning 


Dick Norton, Redkey exhibitor 


leased the Portland Drive-In at 
Portland, Ind., from Mallers cir- 
cuit. 

Testimonial dinner honoring 
Mare Wolf, chief barker of Vari- 
ety International and Trueman 
Rembusch, president of Allied 


States, originally set 
now postponed while 
works out a new date. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Don Halloran’ resigned 
Eagle Lion sales staff to 
Warner Bros. salesman. 

Dick Powers auit United Artists 
sales staff to join RKO where he 
succeeds W. S. Bjorckman, re- 
signed. 

W. R. Frank circuit sold _ its 
Randolph, St. Paul nabe, to E. H. 
Williams, former manager of Lake. 
Jocal uptown theatre. 

During the past six 
theatres in territory 
tered. 

Bennie Berger, North Central 
Allied president, thinks present 
box-office slump is only temporary. 

Local film exchanges believe that 
one of the reasons for the severe 
slump in loop first-run grosses is 
the earlier clearance being enjoyed 
by so many neighborhood and 
suburban theatres since the consent 
decree. They have reached the 
conclusion that they must obtain a 
much higher share of their rental 
income from the subsequent-run 
uptown and suburban situations to 
offset the large downtown revenue 
drop. 

It all 


for June 6, 
committee 


from 
become 


month, 22 
have shut- 


adds up to much higher 








Where 

Does 

This | 
Leave YOU ? 


Example: 


The Hollywood 


I) 


minus 
(Lawson, and 
Trumbo) 
Jailed June 9% 
TE ee 
leaves 
(Maltz, Biberman, 
Lardner, Dmytryk, 
Cole, Bessie, 
Ornitz, Scott) 
Can you subtract yourseif 
from their fate? ' 


Hear the facts straight 
from the Hollywood 8. 


Help them fight for 
Cultural Freedom and Peace. 


Monday, June 19th, 8:15 P.M. 
TOWN HALL 
Tickets: $1.80, 1.20 and .84 


Reservations: 
National Council of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions 


49 West 44th Street MU 7-2161 
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film costs for the nabes which 
raised their admissions with their 
earlier availabilities. 

Dona!d Swartz, independent dis- 
tributor, has purchased the 800- 
seat Aster from the Paramount cir- 
cuit. Deal includes lease having 
seven more years to run and equip- 
ment. Consideration was not an- 
nounced Sale leaves Paramount 
chain with only four loop theatres, 
all of them A first-run houses. Un- 
der consent decree terms, big cir- 
cuit sold Gopher. a B first-run. It 
relinquishes the Palace. 1,800-seat- 
er, this week to the Bennie Berger 
circuit, its owner, which did not re- 
new the Paramount lease Thus 
although only required by consent 
decree to divorce one of its loop 
theatres, it actually has disposed 
of three 


PITTSBURGH 


Casino Theatre folded 
mer after series of 
vertised “for adults 
brodie. Policy at 
during regular 
lesque, lasted 
weeks. 


for 
pictures 
only” 


sum- 
ad- 
did a 
house, which 
season plays bur- 
only a couple of 


Bill Finke! named general chair- 


man of national Allied convention 
which will be held here this year 
October 2-3-4. 

W. P. Best appointed manager 
of the Grand in West Newton, '! 
which was recently acquired by 
Blatt Bros. circuit from William 
Parker. Best was moved from 


Smithport, where he was succeeded 
by Thomas L. Moulton, former 
Blatt manager. 

Shea’s Theatre in Bradford, Pa., 
will offer a summer stock season 
of eight weeks under direction of 
Charles Deane, playing films on 
Sundays only. Vincent A. Choate 
remains as house manager for the 
legit fling, which is to last from 
July 10 until after Labor Day. 


ST. LOUIS 


The Killarney is tag chosen for 
new 500-car ozoner being con- 
structed near Arcadia, Mo. Mrs. 
Alpha Hisey, owner of the New 
State, Nashville, Ill., convalescing 
in a St. Louis hospital after an 
emergency operation. 

F. J. Lee, St. Louis manager for 
Eagle Lion, will continue in that 
capacity when the merger with 
Film Classics becomes effective. 

The Egyptian, an ozoner near 
Herrin, Ill., installed a cuffo min- 
iature railroad for kiddies as box- 
office bait. 

Princess 
remaining 
i, 

I 


Airdome, one of few 
alfresco houses in St. 
ouis, has been lighted by Adolph 
Rosecan. 

The Queens, Lexington, Ivanhoe 
in St: Louis and Lincoln, also in 
St. Louis county, have followed the 
lead of the Missouri and Shubert 
in shuttering for the summer. 


| CHICAGO 


Harold Perlman resigned as ad 





into exhibition in Milwaukee. 
Bob Friedman switched from 
Universal’s N. Y. office to the Chi- 
cago exchange, where he will work 
as a booker. 
City Collector Prendergast re- 
ports collections of the city’s 3° 


amusement tax are off 18° for 
May over same period last vear. 
Total collections for May were 


$131.683, from theatres, sports and 
bowling alleys. Sports collections, 


000 over May, 1949. 
Ed Silverman, head of Essaness 


screened his “711 Ocean Drive.” a 
film on_ gambling, to National 
Sheriffs Convention here last week. 


KANSAS CITY 


M. D. “Babe” Cohn, manager of 
Paramount, United* Paramount’s 
house here, is seriously ill in St. 
Mary’s hospital as the result of a 
heart attack last Friday (9) morn- 
ing. Theatre meanwhile is in the 
hands of Gladys Green, assistant 
manager. 

Film row and theatre trade has 
set ifs annual golf outing for June 
26 at the Milburn Country Club. 
Affair is being handled by recently 
formed Motion Picture Assn. of 
Kansas City, with Bob Withers. 
Republi¢ exchange manager, in 
| charge. 
| Dale Danielson, president of 
| KMTA, and Russell, Kans.. exhib, 
| will attend the meeting of Rotary 
; International upcoming in Detroit. 

Film trade here will also be repre- 

sented at the Detroit conclave by 
iJ. A. Becker, head of Associated 
| Theatres, Independence, Mo., cir- 
| cuit. 
| Car giveaways at theatres, which 
have not been attempted here in 














manager of Filmack Trailers to go 


incidentally, showed a rise of $17,- | 


circuit and Essaness productions, | 


- decade, are back again. Fox 
| Midwest Theatres announced a con- 
test in which a Mercury sedan and 
1.000 gallons of gasoline will be 
'given away in a drawing. Deal is 
‘in effect for houses in the met- 


'ropolitan area only, first-runs and | 


subsequents. 

Nickel streetcar ride is back for 
Kansas Citians, with a slight 
switch. The 5c fare is for all pa- 
trons who purchase a weekly pass 
at 75c. Downtown theatres and 
merchants are cooperating in hopes 
of increasing downtown trade. 
Paramount jumped by offering 
round-trip fare to all patrons show- 
ing streetcar pass when purchas- 
ing tickets. Deal costs the theatre 
a dime on each pass patron but 
figured a way to test the plan and 
see if it helps trade. 


ALBANY 


Thomas C. Stowell, who directed 
and appeared in the old “Health 
Hunters” radio series sponsored by 
the State Health Department and 
who produced a series of film 
shorts for the department, named 
director of film unit of the division 
of state publicity, vice Glendon 
Allvine. Allvine, at one time as- 
sociated with MPA, recently left 
the state position to produce tele- 
vision programs. 

Stowell will have charge of pic- 
ture productions for commerce De- 
partment and the filming of tele- 
vision shorts for other branches of 
the state. 








PORTLAND, ORE. 


Russ Brown, ftormer publicity 
man for the Evergreen Theatres, 
moved over to the 3,.400-seat Par- 
amount house as manager. 

Frank Pratt promoted to 
manager of the Evergreen 
tres in Bellingham, Wash. 

Hamrick Theatres will close its 
Playhouse for the summer. 

The central office of Evergreen 
Theatres has been decentralized. 
Each house manager will do his 
own publicity. 

Jack O’Brien, United Artists 
branch manager, arranging a Shrine 
Show of Shows for the MacDonald 
theatre in Eugene. 


MONTREAL 


In the opinion of Quebec exhibi- 
tors, Canadian pix theatre patrons 
are cinch for plenty of mayhem, 
musie and big horse operas. This 
opinion was expressed at a meet- 
ing of Canadian Motion Picture 
Pioneers here in annual session. 
Nobody even mentioned “Hamlict,’ 
“Bicycle Thiet” or any other arty 
offerings. 


Thea- 





DETROIT 


After a couple of months as an 
arty house, the Norwood returned 
to former status of a newsreel op- 
eration. It again is a sister house 
of the downtown Telenews, billing 
the same programs day-date. 
_ The Garden, Stone, Forest and 

Paradise theatres have closed for 
‘the summer. The Rainbow is on 
a three-day-a-week schedule. 


OMAHA 

If there is any fear of immediate 
trouble via television, Ralph D. 
Goldberg, downtown and nabe ex- 
hibitor, has not felt it yet. Gold- 
berg has just completed reseating 
practically all his houses, installing 
carpet and decorating where neces- 
sary. 


NT Picks August to Gun 
Pic Promotion Campaign 


| 
| Los Angeles, June 13. 
National Theatres picked Aug. 1 
as the starting date for its “Movies 
Are Better Than Ever” drive in 550 
theatres. 
| NT’s divisional operating heads 
decided on August as the best time 
to coordinate the efforts of the 
chain's theatres with those of other 
exhibitors. Details of the drive 
will be worked out at a meeting of 
the circuit’s toppers next month. 








St. Loo Theatre Collapse 


St. Louis, June 13. 

A section of the front wall and 
the marquee of the Maryland the- 
atre, a small andie nabe in South 
St. Louis, collapsed to the side- 
walk last week just one hour be- 
fore the first p.m. show was to have 
started. The crash of the collapse 
was heard for several blocks and 
attracted a large crowd. House 
will be shuttered until repairs are 
made. 

The house is owned by Millard 
Komm, head of the Komm Circuit, 
which owns a string of houses in 
St. Louis and adjoining territory. 
No estimate of the damage has 
; been made. 


city | 


| moderate. 





Odette 


until trapped by the Gestapo to 
face years of torture and solitary 


confinement without 
single secret. 

In the production of a factual 
story of this type, presentation In- 
evitably tends to be a bit jerky. 
Herbert Wilcox’s facile direction 
mainly succeeds in overcoming 
this difficulty. Logically, too, he 
has used French or German dialog 
when justified. While this height- 
ens the realism, it may be a source 
of irritation to non-comprehend- 
ing patrons. 

Acting is uniformly good. Anna 


revealing a 


Neagle puts all she’s got into the, 


playing of Odette, and it’s a part 
which calls for a wide range of 
emotions. Trevor Howard gives a 
first-rate smooth and confident in- 
terpretation of the role of Capt. 
Peter Churchill, the British agent 
with whom Odette worked, and 
whom she subsequently married. 
Marius Goring, as polished as ever, 
plays the counter-espionage officer 
with a genuine conviction while 
Peter Ustinov gives one of his best 
pertormances as the secret radio 
operator. Smaller roles are played 
with distinction. 
Production qualities 


are excel- 


lent. Studio settings admirably 
match the French backgrounds. 
Max Greene's lensing is nicely 


fluid, but there is room for tighten- 
ing on the editing side. Myro. 
Envoi Des Fleurs 
(Sending of Flowers) 
(Sengs) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, June 6. 
CFCC release of Codo Production. Stars 


Tino Rossi, Micheline Francey; featuies 
Jean Brochard, Dinan, Arlette Merry, 
Milly Mathis. Directed by Jean Stelli. 
Screenplay, Charles Ebrayat; camera, 
Mare Fossard; editor, Pierre Delannoy 
At Lynx, Paris, May 27, ‘50. Running 
time, 95 MINS, 
ae Tino Rossi 
eT E eer Micheline Francey 
EEE. <4 6:4. 400:6:040608'0 6 Arlette Merry 
OOD <4.¢ ce be0hs 604605 Jean Brochard 
Raymond Dinan 
Tino Rossi is a Gallie favorite 


but little known in the U. S. This 
pic will not help his prestige. It is 
a slow-paced biography of a turn 
of the century popular composer, 
Paul Delmet. Pic has small chance 
in America. 


Story traces the last years of 
Delmet’s life. He falls desperately 
in love with a girl who has been 


writing to him for years. He lets 
his selfish friends talk him out of 
leaving Paris, and leaves his one 
love. 

This is told by flashback, and 
after a clever beginning, falls into 
a dispirited account of the tribula- 
tions of a Gallic tin pan alleyist. 
Tino Rossi does ‘justice, in his 
pleasing tenor, to the songs, but 
leaves much to be desired in his 
acting. Micheline Francey is prop- 
erly languishing as the faithful Su- 
zanne. Jean Stelli has directed 
woodenly. Mosk. 





Dance Hall 
(BRITISH) 


London, June 6. 
GFD release of Ealing Studios-Michael 
Balcon production. Features Donald 


Bousten. Bonar Colleano, Natasha Parry, 
Jane 


’ Hylton, Petula Clark, Diana Dors. 

Directed by Charles Crichton. Screen- 
play, E. V. H. Emmett, Diana Morgan, 
Alexander Mackendrick: camera. Douglas 
Slocombe; editor, Seth Holt. At Odeon, 
London, June 6, °50. Running time, 
80 MINS. 
Eve rrr. ee Natasha’ Parry 
EE ere eee ere Jane Hylton 
COM.) cesdeueenede avai és Diana Dors 
Ceorgie Petula Clark 
Phil 


Donald Houston 





Alec 


Bonar Colleano 
bes, , SRL REO CST PE Pe Te Douglas Barr 
. Ae ae Fred Johnson 
Bere. Wieom. ..sicce -.-+. Gladys Henson 
Serre Dandy, Nichols 
a ee rer rear Sidney Tatler 

As a: change from the pattern 


set by a long line of sophisticated 
successes and powerful dramatic 
offerings, Ealing studios have 
switched to a moderately pleasing 
meller with a dance hall setting. 
The outcome is largely disappoint- 
ing. The subject matter makes a 
wide appeal in Britain reasonably 
sure, but it is not likely to make 
the grade in the U.S. 

Story values are by no means 
strong, with scripting humdrum. 
But they serve to provide the dance 
hall setting with its background 
of romance, jealousy and friend- 
ship. The dance hall is set 


pearing to be the 


| centre of all 
youthful activity. 


Focus is mainly 


on a handful of girls from a local | 


factory who spend their leisure in 
the ballroom. One girl is in love 
vith a not-so-good dancer, and 
finds that taking another partner 
to enter the contest may have 
disastrous results. Jealousy leads 


the voung couple to the brink of | 


divorce and to a hearty free-for-all 
between the two males. 

There are no surprise angles and 
the standard of acting is only 
Natasha Parry, as the 
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in a! 
London neighborhood district, ap-, 








girl who almost faces disaster in 
her early married life, tries hard 
in an emotional role, but Donald 
Houston, as her unnecessarily 
jealous husband, is stodgy. Best 
of the girls is easily Diana Dors, 
with her boisterous frankness, 
Bonar Colleano, as always, is con- 
fident and polished and Sidney 
Tafler turns in another of his 
familiar smooth characterizations. 
Jane Hylton has a comparatively 
small role. 

Production is nicely mounted if 
limited. Douglas Slocombe’s lensing 
is good. Direction is uneven. 

Myro. 


So Long at the Fair 


(BRITISH) 
London, May 31 


GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Gains- 
borough ‘(Sydney Box) roduction. Stars 
Jean Simmons, Dirk ogarde; features 


David Tomlinson, Honor Blackman. Cath- 
leen Nesbitt, Felix Aylmer. Directed by 
Terence Fisher, Antony Darnborough. 
Screenplay, Anthony Thorne. Hugh Mills; 


camera, Reginald Wyer;: editer, Gordon 
Hales. At Odeon, London, May 31, °50. 
Running time, 86 MINS 
Vicky BARtOH. ... ccesccces Jean Simmons 
George Hathaway....... Dirk Bogarde 
Johnny Barton......... David Tomlinson 
Narcisse eReTT rrr t Marcel Poncin 
Madame Herve......e«.. Cathleen Nesbitt 
Rhoda O'’Donovan...... Honor Blackman 
Mrs. O’Donovan......cee- Betty Warren 
ee PORtOl..sccescctcsde Eugene Deckers 
Nina eben tsesied Zena Marshall 
British Consul... .cccccess Felix Aylmer 
Dr. Hart ben babsedosectee meOreln 
Police Commissaire..... Austin Trevor 
Charlotte ..Natasha Sokolova 
Madame Vernl.......+-. Neliy Arno 
The name of Jean Simmons at 


the head of the cast gives “So Long 
at the Fair’ a big enough marquee 
boost to insure its success at home. 


The pic is a good workmanlike 
British thriller, not in the top 
bracket, but possibly worthy of 


popular showing in America. 

Setting for the film is the Paris 
exhibition of 1889. Characteriza- 
tions are in accord with the period 
and settings, but slight overdose of 
foreign language chatter may have 
some adverse effect on the box- 
office. 

The story opens as Vicky Barton 


(Jean Simmons) arrives in Paris 
with her brother (David Tomlin- 
son). After a festive first night, 


they return to their hotel eager to 
participate in the revels of the fol- 
lowing day. But the next morning, 
the brother disappears. At the ho- 
tel they insist that the girl came 
alone and both the British consul 
and the chief of police find it hard 
to accept her story. The truth 
eventually leaks out that the broth- 
er had contracted the Black Plague 
and had the news got around, it 
would have caused panic in Paris 
and ruined all the prospects of the 
exhibition. So the hotel staff team- 
ed together to give the impression 
that he had never existed, and have 
him whisked away to a country 
hospital. 

Despite the strong plot. the film 
never succeeds in developing a 
tense atmosphere. Picture has a 
good all-round cast. Jean Sim- 
mons turns in another smooth per- 
formance. Dirk Bogarde displays 
a keen determination as the young 
artist who helps her unravel the 
mystery. David Tomlinson, in a 
comparatively small role, scores an- 
other personal hit. There is, as 
usual, a fine cameo from Felix Ayl- 
mer as the consul. 

_Production generally achieves a 
high rating. Camera work is con- 
sistently good. Dual handling of 
the meg is not a wholehearted suc- 
cess, and crisper direction might 
have helped. Myro. 


| New York Theatres | 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 

Rockefeller Center 
Psrencer TRACY @ JOAN BENNETT 
> ELIZABETH TAYLOR 


“FATHER OF THE BRIDE” 
DON TAYLOR @ BILLIE BURKE 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Plus Spectacular Stage Presentation 
— 


RICHARD WIDMARK 
GENE TIERNEY 


























in 

“Night and the City” 
—In Person — 
LUCILLE BALL 7th Ave. 
DESI ARNAZ & SOth St. 





MOVicS ARE BETIER 1HAN EVER! 
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CODFREY'S $10 


‘Up in the 


The following represents some 


properties still confronted with ‘ 


Air’ Dept. 


of the topflight personalities and 
‘unfinished business” before their 


'50-'51 program semester begins: 
Phil Hargis-Alice Faye: Tied to NBC, but still without a sponsor, 


Rexall having checked off. 


Jimmy Durante: Dropped by Camel cigarets and currently nego- 


tiating with NBC for his exclusiv 
Burns & Allen: Cancelled by 
CBS is thinking in terms of a fal 
in place of radio. 
Fibber McGee & Molly: May 
sponsor. Auditioned for TV by 


tract. 


re AM-TV services. 


Ammi-dent, the dentifrice outfit. 
| video show for the comedy team 


lose their longtime Johnson Wax 
NBC, which has them under con- 


Amos ’n’ Andy: Lever Bros. (Rinso) wants to cancel out, despite 


a contract with CBS which still h 


as two years to go. 


Jack Benny: Has two years to go for American Tobacco with his 


CBS Sunday at 7 show, but NBC 


for TV. 
“Original Amateur Hour’: Old 


is making overtures to land him 


Gold has re-signed with ABC for 


13-week summer ride, but is angling for either NBC or CBS spot in 


September. 


Perry Como: Still tied to Chesterfield with a one-year contract, 
but AM-TV plans are nebulous, the ciggie firm cancelling his radio 


snow 
of the Town”) TV time. 
“Screen Guild Players”: Dra 
Camels bowing out. ABC has ac 
“Screen 
RCA cancelling. 


Directors Playhouse”: 


and relinquishing the NBC Sunday at 8 (opposite ‘Toast 


matic property on the market, 
quired it for,next season. 


NBC package also available, 


Edgar Bergen: CBS says his return to Sunday at 8 for Coca-Cola 
;s in the bag, but NBC says overtures initiated to “bring him back” 


ire encouraging. 








ABC's Me, Too, on Signing of Stars, 


Properties 


ABC served notice on CBS and 
NBC that it will not stand idly by 
while the two major chains scoop | 
up all top talent in sight. Both as 
a challenging and protective move, 
ABC's prexy, Robert Kintner, an- 
nounced the signing to exclusive 
radio and television contracts Don 
McNeil, emcee of “‘Breakfast Club,” 
and the lohg run dramatic chiller, 
“Inner Sanctum.” Also acquired 
for next season is “Screen Guild 


It’s ABC for Met Again 


After months of jockeying 
between NBC and ABC over 
future broadcast rights to the 
Metropolitan Opera perform- 
ance, ABC won out this week, 
signaturing a deal with the 
Met, and also wrapping up 
Texaco for a continuation of 
its sponsorship. 

It's understood that addi- 
tional coin is inveivea for next 
season to permit for a more 
extensive use of TV, In addi- 
tion to the opening night TV 
hoopla, several other operas 
may be televised, 

As in the past, Saturday af- 
ternoon performances will be 
aired for Texaco. 








Theatre,” 
Camels. 
“Sereen Guild” will be spread 
to an hour and understood Motion 
Picture Relief Fund will be guaran- 
teed $7,500 a week against a per- 
centage of the sale price if spon- 
sored.  MeNeil’s contract is re- 
ported to be the longest ever 
Signed in radio, committing him 


Powell, Boyer's 


Sell Me, or Else’ 


lf NBC entertains any hopes of 
Selling the upcoming Charles Boyer 
and William Powell shows, which 
preem soon as part of the web's 
elaborate summer schedule, it will 
ee ys some fast sales pitches, for 

‘ 
that they’re only interested in sus- 
‘aining runs for the duration of the 
summer contracts. 

Powell has signed for eight 
Weeks, starting Sunday, July 2, in 
- situation comedy called 
pother's Husband,” localled in St. 
“pened ag the turn of the century. 
over’s Tuesday night show, “Ad- 


which was dropped by 





ventures of Marcel,” starts July 4, | 


and he’s agreed to a six-week run. 


ee two stars say they'll con- 
care With the shows in the fall if 
“SS sells them. If not, they exit. 


two stars have let it be known. 


**My | 


to Exclusive Deals 


+ 





Turner Quits ABC 


John C. Turner, 
ABC’s script and program promo- 
tion departments for six years, has 











‘CBS SPELLED 
BACKWARDS 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
When Bob Hope on his most re-| 


| 





|cent video show cracked that Ar- | 


| backwards,” 


| billings 


| single-handedly 
| CBS coffers 


thur Godfrey was “CBS spelled | 
it was translated into 
an approximation of the truth last 
week when Lever Bros. signed 
with Columbia to take on an added | 
15 minutes of the “Godfrey 
& Friends” morning network pro- 
gram on a cross-the-board basis. | 

That brings Godfrey’s total ra-| 
dio and TV network time to 10 
hours a week, and gross time 
to CBS amounting to 
$10,500,000. 

As the major phenomenon in| 
radio and TV annals, Godfrey | 
brings into the! 
more than half the | 
total gross billings that Mutual 
network racks up in a Year; more 


'than a fourth of the annual ABC 
| gross time sales; and about a sixth 


manager of 


resigned to become program direc- | 


tor of Mark Goodson-Bill Todman 
productions. 


Turner was 
script editor. 


CBS in Stew On 
~ Full Network 


Time for Lever 


previously CBS 








| Bros. gave CBS the order for its 
‘sponsorship of Arthur Godfrey 
cross-the-board in the 10-10:15 a.m. 
|period, things began popping 
around Columbia on the station re- 
| lations front. 

| The 15-minute segment is station 
'time, which poses the problem of 





‘Cut, Me Up’ Godfrey 
Chesterfield’s relinquishing 
of half of its 60-minute spon- 
sorship of Arthur Godfrey on 
CBS-TV Wednesday nights is 
said to stem from Godfrey's 
own feeling that everybody 
should get a crack at him. 
Godfrey doesn’t like hour- 
long sponsors. He prefers to 
be broken up into 15-minute 
segments, as with his morn- 
ing show, not so much for the | 
added coin it would bring in, 
but because he feels that his 
clients on the AM ride rate 
TV consideration, too. Pills- 
bury, a Godfrey morning spon- 
sor, quickly grabbed off one of 
the TV quarter-hour segments. 











of CBS’ total annual revenue on) 
gross Sales. 

Godfrey himself collects a cool 
$1,000,000 a year, paying taxes 
comparable to some of the bigtime 
industries. However, in view of 
his corporate setup on his “God-. 
frey & Friends’ morning package, | 
which accounts for the major | 
chunk ($8,380,000) of the total bill- | 
ings, and on the deal he’s negoti- ! 
ated with CBS for a monthly sal-| 


ary payoff, he’s managed to set, 
From the moment that Lever. 


' which 


the network “capturing” the time. 


from its affiliates. At the time the 
order was placed, CBS was only in 
a position to guarantee the owned- 
and-operated staions. By the end 
of the week, a flock of smaller af- 
filiates had climbed aboard the 
Godfrey extension. But in many of 


i 


himself comfortably for life on a 


500,000 BIL 


Hope-NBC-Chesterfield Deal Sets 


A ‘Blue Chips 





There’s Hope for CBS 

Although CBS’ Bill Paley 
was unsuccessful in some last- 
minute overtures looking to- 
ward an acquisition of Bob 


Hope, it’s figured that Hope 
will be riding the Columbia 
airlanes (for free) at goodly 


intervals next season 

For wiih Chesterfield now 
having both Bing Crosby (on 
CBS) and Hope (on NBC) un- 
der its wing, it’s a cinch that 
the “‘you - Bing - me - I'll - Hope- 
you” series of reciprocal guest 
shots will become a common 
thing in the course of the ’50- 
’51 program semester 

The Hope-Crosby byplay has 
been one of the top audience 
come-ons for years 








|the Lever 
| sweepstakes, NBC settling but for 


CBS Is Topdog 
In New Order 
At Lever Bros. 


When Lever Bros. decided last 


| week to drop Bob Hope on NBC 


and move over to CBS, it repre- 


| sented a complete change in the 


Lever hierarchy thinking under the 
Charles Luckman administration; 
i.e., to spread itself rather than put 


| all its program eggs in one network 


basket. 

Under the new order, however, 
it’s CBS practically all the way in 
AM-TV programming 


one entry—the Tuesday night “Big 
Town” radio show. 

When Lever signed up with CBS 
last week for sponsorship of Arthur 
Godfrey’s morning show and two 
half-hours on TV (programs are 
still undecided, with practically 
every agency in TV pitching up 
shows), it also set CBS’ mind at 
rest on “Lux Radio’ Theatre,” 
which NBC was wooing, and “My 
Friend Irma.” Both stay with Co- 
lumbia. In addition, Lever spon- 
sors the subsidiary Lipton Tea 
“Godfrey Talent Scouts” showcase 


+ Bob Hope is safely ii 


| guestings 


’ Record for Radio 


the NBC 
fold for the next five years, with a 


{new sponsor for three of them— 


Chesterfield. Deal was closed last 
week and is said to involve higher 
| stack blue chips than any previous 
deal in radio history. 

Hope reportedly gets $30,000 
weekly from the ciggie outfit, 
which matches Bing Crdsby’s 
dough from the same _ client. 
Neither James Saphier, Hope’s 
agent, nor Martin Gang, attorney, 
would disclose terms of the con- 
tract. All Saphier would say is 
that it was wrapped up in 30 min- 
utes after he and Ben Few of Lig- 
gett-Myers and NBC’s Niles Tram- 

mell sat down to talk a deal. 


Hope’s Chesterfield deal is 
strictly’ for radio but gives the 
sponsor first refusal on TV series. 
Hope owes Frigidaire three more 
on 90-minute specials 
| and will do four or five other guest 
| Shots this year. Understood CBS 
; withdrew from the Hope bidding 
| when it was patent NBC would 
top their highest offer. After the 
|deal was closed, Hope flipped, 
| “have to keep working you know. 
| Uncle Sam is spending it as fast 
| as I can make it.” 

Reason for refusal to disclose 
terms of deal is ascribed by some 
to complexity of transaction which 
is believed to include either capital 
gains or other tax expedients. It’s 
likely Hope will be back in his 
Tuesday night spot and the new 
sponsor permits him latitude de- 
nied by Lever Bros., who released 
him with four more years to go on 
his contract. 

Hope will be allowed to travel 
as he pleases and tape when he 
wants to. For these concessions 


, he fought Lever’s Charles Luck- 


man and lost in arbitration. If 
Hope gets less than Crosby it is 
believed NBC will go on hook for 
difference as the comic is now an 
NBC package. 


Cheld Drops 


Godfrey ‘Digest’ 





Of all the cigaret companies in 


longterm “gushioned pay” arrange- On both AM and TV, a brace of AM-TV, the most drastic reshuffle 


ment to counter the heavy tax. 


tab. 


CBS daytime serials, and _ the 


on programming is being effected 


| Wednesday night Ilka Chase CBS py Chesterfield, which last week 


All this “despite the fact that video show for the subsid Harriet bought Bob Hope for the Tuesday 


Chesterfield is cancelling | 
Saturday ‘Godfrey Digest’ show, | 
accounted for 

$900,000 in annual billings. 


The $10,500,000 business ac-| 
counts for the fact that, when God- 
frey finds himself on the FCC car- 
pet for some radio or TV indis- | 
cretion, the web has no alternative 
but to try and look the other way. | 
An indication of the Godfrey im-| 
pact on his multiple nulti-million | 


(Continued on page 54) 


the latter show returns in the fall, 


another however, is still in the lap of the half-hour of 


Lever gods. 





Reinsch Appointment 
Atlanta, June 13. 
J. Leonard Reinsch, managing 
director of WSB here; WIOD, Mi- 
ami, and WPIO, Dayton, has been 
elected to the board of directors of 
the Atlanta Newspapers, Inc. (Jour- 


|} nal and Constitution). 








(Continued on page 54) 


With many of the past season's 
network tenants getting the spon- 
/sorship axe and with the NBC vs. 


CBS raiding becoming more inten- | 


sified, rather than abating, both 
the NBC and Columbia program 
rosters for 1950-51 are in an 
unparalleled state of confusion. 
While the webs have all summer to 
sweat it out and bring some sem- 
blance of order out of chaos, at the 
moment “nobody knows from noth- 


ing” in trying to size up who gets | 


'what and what goes where. 

NBC has grabbed off Groucho 
Marx, but won't venture to sug- 
| gest where he'll be slotted. To give 
‘him Wednesday at 9, to permit for 
a “habit” carryover of his CBS 
audience, would mean giving the 
heave to the Bristol-Myers’ “Break 


k,” and B-M is too healthy | i 
the Ban | Saturday night the easiest night to. 


a client to antagonize. 

But NBC’s problems only start 
there. The Thursday and Friday 
night sponsored columns will be 
hard hit by Camel dropping Jimmy 
| Durante, RCA parting company 


' 


with “Sereen Directors Playhouse,” 
Chesterfield cancelling Perry) 
Como’s radio show, Camel also 
bowing out of “Screen Guild The- 
atre,” and with Blatz Brewery’s | 
continued bankrolling of “Duffy’s | 
Tavern” and Gulf’s “We the Peo-| 
ple” in the speculative columns. 
Combined, it adds up to several | 
millions in billings, not to mention 
throwing NBC into a state of con- 
fusion on the °50-51 picture. 
Tuesday nighi, too, poses a big | 
question mark, with talk of John- 
son Wax calling it quits, after 
many years, on sponsorship of 
Fibber & Molly. Procter & Gam- | 
ble’s cancellation of Ralph Ed- | 
ward’s “Truth or Consequences” | 
(CBS gets it for Philip Morris) and 
the uncertain status of Lucky) 
Strike’s “Hit Parade,” do not make | 


contemplate, either. And as for, 
Sunday, NBC is still trying to ped- 
die its Phil MHarris-Alice Faye 
show. — 


- ‘Nobody Knows From Nuthin’ ’ 


ty, stemming from several factors, 
among them the unsuccessful ef- 


forts thus far to get Friday night | 


off the sustaining hook; the Gen- 
eral Foods’ cancellation of the 
Saturday night 
though GF will probably keep the 
time), Chesterfield’s cancellation of 
the “‘Arthut Godfrey Digest” show 
on Saturday, and the Lever Bros.’ 
bid to shed the Sunday night Amos 
’n’ Andy show. Loss of Groucho 
Marx to NBC doesn’t help salve 
CBS’ feelings, either. Particularly 
since it adds up to a double Wed- 


-nesday night casualty, since Burns 


& Allen have lost their sponsor. 
In spite of all, both webs are 
confident about fall business. . The 
fact that Columbia encountered lit- 
tle difficulty in finding Amoco spon- 
sorship coin for a pickup of Ed 
Murrow, almost immediately upon 
being notified of Campbell Soup’s 
cancellation, is regarded as a 
favorable omen that the coin will 
still be around for the right radio 


Around CBS there’s equal anxie-, shows. 


“Goldbergs,” (al-'! 


the | Hubbard Ayer Co. Whether or not at 9 time on NBC. 


On top of cancelling out on a 
Arthur Godfrey’s 
| Wednesday night TV show (which 
| Was quickly swallowed up by other 
| sponsors), Chesterfield also served 
| notice on CBS that it was calling 
quits on the “Arthur Godfrey Di- 
gest” Saturday night show, in 
which he reprises, via transcrip- 
tion, highlights of his morning pro- 
gram. Latter cancellation will 
,/mean a saving of, $900,000 annual- 
ly, which is being channeled into 
the Hope sponsorship and purchase 
of the CBS-TV 7:45 to 8 p.m, 
cross-the-board period. 








| 


PAAR PLAYS IT SAFE, 
TAKES NBC EXCLUSIVE 


Hollywood, June 13. 
Jack Paar has made a “security” 
deal with NBC and goes under ex- 
clusive contract to the net after his 
current pact with Milton Biow as 
emcee of “Take It Or Leave It” 


expires. Pact is for one-year firm 
and guarantees Paar is weekly 
salary. 


He returns to Hollywood after 
the kickoff broadcast of “Take It” 
in New York. 


Murry Harris Exits WNBC 


Murry Harris, advertising - pro- 
motion director of WNERC and 
WNBT, NBC web’s N. Y. flagship 
operations, resigned this week to 
take over as veepee and promo- 
tion manager of TV-Guide, tele- 
vision fan magazine. His successor 
has not yet been named. 
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FM Is Far From Sut, Survey Reveals, 
As Bids Are Still Sought TV Aiding It 


By JACK LEVY 


Washington, June 13. 

Is FM on the way out? 

Far from it. There’s nothing the | 
matter with FM that sets won't 
cure; and there are signs here that 
the sets will be made and bought. 

This promising and, no doubt, to 
many people, surprising prospect 
for FM is based on conversations 
here in responsible broadcasting 
circles. True, it comes from some 
sources which are hopeful and 
have faith in FM’s future, but it 
also comes from other sources 
which can and are determined to 
do something to translate such 
faith into action. They include 
important members of Congress. 

Although the number of FM 
stations seems to be more or less 
stabilized at 700 ‘as compared to 
a rosy forecast made four years 
ago by the then. FCC chairman 
Charles Denny that there would 
“eventually” be 2,000 outlets), 
these 700 have an aggregate eov- 
erage of the U. S. which compares 
favorably with the 2,300 AM sta- 
tions in the nation. It’s also point- 
ed out that most of the broadcast- 
ers who have been giving up on 
FM are those with TV, or big AM 
stations who have nothing to gain 
from the newer sound service 
long as the AM band is kept intact. 

Will not more FM’ers throw in 
the sponge? No doubt, some will, 
it’s believed, but probably not 
many more. The nets, it’s expect- 
ed, will have to stay in FM for 
competitive reasons. So will many 
other AM-FM broadcasters. But 
it should not be forgotten that ap- 
plications for new FM_ stations 
have by no means stopped and 
that, in recent months, these ap- 
plications have offset withdrawals. 

It’s to be noted, in this connec- 
tion, that drop-outs have been 
usually FM permittees, rather than 
licensees, and that relatively few 
broadcasters who have translated | 


as 


their permits to completed stations 
have thrown away their invest- 
ments. In several cases publicity 


seems to have neglected the full 


story or put undue emphasis on 
“giving up the ghost.” 
In one instance, it turned out, 


the station owner ‘with a profitable 
AM operation) later sold his FM 
auxiliary to a storecasting group. 
In another case, where the owner | 
had previously surrendered a 5 kw 
AM permit after going to the ex-| 
pense of a hearing to get it, there 
(Continued on page 50) 








Buddy Rogers Signs For 
Syndicated Platter Series 
With WOR as ‘Home Base’ 


With television disrupting the, 
staius quo in radio, some talent is 
finding pastures in the transcrip- 
tion field greener than those of 
the AM networks. This new 
tude is pointed up by WOR's'! 
(N. Y.) signing this week of Buddy 
Rogers. 

The Rogers show, 
into the 5-5:30 p.m. period across | 
the board, will be syndicated on 
piatters, although no deal has been 
inked yet with a transcription out- 
fit. Other WOR daytime strips 
which have been waxed for na- 
tional distribution include ‘Meet 
the Menjous,” which Frederic W. 
Ziv is handling, and the Rudy 
Vallee series, 
is packaging. Kate Smith and Ted 
Collins, who originally started a 


(Continued on page 50) 


CBS Shifts Newsmen; 
Downs, Kendrick in U.S. 


Washington, June 13. 

Bill Downs, CBS correspondent 

in Berlin, and Alexander Kenda- 
rick, web newsman in Vienna, have 
reported back to Washington. 
Downs has been assigned to the 
CBS Washington News Staff, while 

_ Kendrick is here temporarily, pinch | 
hitting for Ed Murrow over the 
weekends and getting the “feel” of 


which will go 





the capital scene before reporting | 


back to Vienna late August. 
Realignment of CBS news as- 


signments has resulted in Richard | 


C. Hottelet going to Berlin to re- 
place Downs, while John Merri- 
man, news writer on the D.C. staff, 
has been shifted to CBS News in 
New York. 


|also worth some coin, but Bulova 


atti- H 


which Charlie King ' 





Terry, Howell Kudosed 


| Denver, June 13. 
Two Colorado broadcasters were 
accorded signal honors by the Uni- 


versity of Denver chapter, Alpha 
Delta Sigma, June 2, at a large’! 
spring meeting of the Denver 


chapter held in Cathay Post of the 


Denver American Legion. 
Hugh B. Terry, KLZ vice-presi- 
dent and general manager, “was 


presented the distinguished service 
award of the fraternity for his out- 
standing contributions to radio and 
his exceptional community service. 

Rex Howell, general manager of 
KFXJ, Grand Junction, was given 
a professional membership in the 
Alpha Delta Sigma group in recog- 
nition of his splendid efforts. of 
speech on the air. 


Plug-for-Plug 
Bulova Deal 


Bulova Watch Co., 
agency, is in the process of negoti- 
ating an unusual series of deals 
with the top stars on NBC and CBS 
whereby they would appear on the 








via the Biow 


watch company’s radio and TV 
commercials for in-person en- 
dorsements. It’s the most elab- 


orate wrapup of bigiime air person- 
alities to help sell a single product. 

The Bulova deal will be on a 
straight plug-for-plug basis, with 
the star following up his endorse- 
ment with the reminder to the au- 
dience that his own show can be 
seen ‘or heard) at such and such a 
time. Initially, it’s understood, 
some of the _ personalities  ap- 
proached considered the plug was | 


is sticking to the 
basis. Most stars, however, figure 
that with Bulova having most of 
the cream station-break time sewed 
up on both AM and TV, the free 
ride on promoting their own shows 
more than equalizes the product 
plug. 


“plug for plug” 





TV PUSHING AM AFIELD 


TO GET SPORTS EVENTS 


AM stations are finding tele- 
Vision competition raising the ante | 
| for rights to sporting events and 
| pushing them out of the picture. 
| Last week in Gotham, for in- 


, Stance, independents found them- | 


‘selves outbid twice by video sta- 
tions, thus losing the rights to two) 
boxing series. The events were the | 
Thursday night bouts at Dexter | 
Park, Brooklyn, which was snagged | 
by WJZ-TV, the ABC-TV flagship | 
in New York, and the Wednesday | 
evening fights at Meadowbrook | 
Bowl, N. J., which was copped by 
WATV, Newark. 

Competition for sports rights has | 


become so keen, to satisfy the ap-| 


petites of AM and TV fans, that 
radio and video outlets are going 
into the hinterlands for their re- 
motes. WOR-TV, for example, is 
picking up boxing. wrestling and ' 
, baseball from Westchester, Ja- 
maica, Dexter Park and Fort Ham- 
ilton. 


DEWEY LONG APPOINTMENT 
Mobile, June 13. 

Dewey H. Long has been ap- 

pointed general manager of WABB. 





5 kw outlet affiliated with ABC 
and Mutual. 

| Long, who has held top posts 
with WSAI, Cincinnati, WELI. 
New Haven, and WMOB, here. 


most recently was a southern rep 
for Frederic W. Ziv Co. 


| understood 
| the bid. 


| Canada Preems Its New 
| $4:300,000 Center; See 


Full Running by Sept. 


Montreal, June 13. 


Canada’s $4,300,000 radio head- ' 


quarters was unveiled to a 13-' 
member Parliamentary Committee | 
on Radio last Friday (6) by Dr. A. 
Frigon, general manager of the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. The 
new radio center, formerly 


200.000 and the CBC has spent an- 
other $2,100,000 for 
The transformation includes 
erection of a new five-story 
vision building in the rear lot. 

According to Frigon, the center 
will be in full operation by Sep- 
tember. and the building will house 
26 studios, one of the largest and 
most modern master controls in 
the world, a 40,000 record library, a 
collection of sheet music worth 
$100,000, and a central registry of 
50,000 files. 

The master control, built at a 
cost of $170,000, is capable of han- 
dling five transmitters, eight out- 


the 
tele- 


going networks and seven incom- | 


| Radio Upbeat 


ling networks. The recording room 
j will be the largest of its kind in 
Canada, each recording table alse | 
being equipped with an automatic 
program selector capable of picking | 
any of the 50 programs passing 
through the master control at 
choice. 

The 
with 201 emplovees, 
daily from this new 
shortwave in 12 languages 
different countries. 


Saudek Joining 
Barry at NBC? 


Don’t be surprised, goes the 
word around NBC, if Robert 
Saudek, veepee in charge of public 


International Radio Service, 
will broadcast 
center by 
to 48 





|affairs programming at ABC, joins 
Bud Barry, | 


his ex-ABC colleague, 
in the switchover to NBC. Barry 
officially checked in last week as 
NBC programming veepee. 

Barry, it’s reported, is in the fa- 
vored position to succeed Sterling 
Fisher as NBC's manager of public 
affairs and educational program- 
ming. 
to Tokyo and take over the Japa- 
nese edition of the Reader’s Digest. 

Initially, Kenneth Bartlett. who 
heads the Syracuse Radio Work- 
shop, was considered for the post, 
but the latter, 
NBC brass in 
to 


N. Y. last week, is 
have turned down 


Loss of Saudek would be the 
second major blow in recent weeks 
ito ABC among its creative pro- 
| gramming echelon. es 


John Shepard, 3d, Radio 


Pioneer in New England, 
Passes Away at 64 in Hub 


Boston, June 13. 
John Shepard, 3d, pioneer in 
broadeasting. and a_ nationally 





known department store executive, | 


died here Sunday (11) morning of 
a heart ailment, following a 13-day 
illness. He was 64. 

Entering radio as a_ hobby, 
Shepard began his career in the 
broadeasting business by opening 
WNAC in the old Shepard Stores 
in downtown Boston. 
quiring a license for Providence, 
he opened WEAN in that city, and 
also acquired WICC in Bridgeport. | 
He was the first to institute what 
is today known as network or chain 
broadcasting, when in 1933 he pro- 
duced the same program over. 
WEAN, in Providence, and WNAC, 


‘Continued on page 54) 


the | 
‘Ford hotel, was purchased for $2,- | 


remodelling. | 


Fisher has resigned to move | 


after huddles with | 


Later, ac- | 








‘Newspaper Game’ Quizzer, 


| “The Newspaper Game,” a quiz- | 


zer on which reporters, editors and | 


a reader-celebrity will work with | 
the five W’s of 


| lead — Who, What, When, Where 
and Why—will bow on WNEW, 
N. Y.. Sunday, July 2, at 5 p.m. 


Panelites on the initial show will 
include Murray Davis, of the N. Y. 
World-Telegram-Sun, 
Merle Miller and Albert 
“Death of a Salesman” 
is the idea of Herb Lan- 
& Eckhardt radio 
Allyn Edwards 


Dekker, 
star. 

Game 
don, Kenyon 
publicity director. 
will emcee. 


Surveys Show 





The AM bovs are getting heart- 


the journalistic | 


[legal Off-Track Betting Placed At 
$3.000.000,000: Solons Dubious on Bill 


+ 

? 
| 
} 


Washington, June 13. 

The Senate Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, in its 
|report last week recommending 
| passage of an anti-gambling bill 
(S. 3358), said it has no illusions 
that federal legislation will in it- 
self stamp out illegal betting on 
‘he races. “Only when the major- 
ity of citizens in aseommunity or 


| state decide that illegal bookmak- 


novelist! 
|'McFarland (D., Ariz.), 


ing must go,” 
it go.” 
Report, submitted by Sen. Ernest 
referred to 
the Johnson bill which prohibits in. 
formation about betting odds from 
being broadcast by radio, television 
or other interstate communication 
before a race starts, but permits 


said the report, “will 


| the information to be sent out after 


ening news from the research 
front. This week Albert Sind-| 
linger will publish a 60-page re- 
port on Philadelphia’s story, point- 


ing out that the radio audience de- 


Ils 
| ized. 


cline is only 19° and not twice 
as much as reported by C. E. 
Hooper. Similarly the Pulse! 
reports that radio listening in 
i video homes during April-May 
‘this year has increased 85° in the | 


| afternoon and 53°o in the evening 
over the same period of °49. 

| The Sindlinger study, based on 
22 months of listening and viewing 
statistics in Philly ‘with its 40 
TV penetration), indicates 
TV is taking its audience 
from other activities and media 
than from AM. Further, it docu- 
ments the increase of AM listening 
in video homes, showing that after 
three months of tele families go 
back to AM ‘mostly for music) 
and after a year both AM and TV 
are used heavily. 


more 


Sindlinger stresses that video 
homes have multiple radio. sets 
and that AM receivers in other 
|} rvoms have to be counted. “With 


said Sind- 
recoup its 
increase 
AM’s decline 


proper programming,” 
| linger, “radio can easily 
audience, due to the 
sets and population. 
jis leveling off as homes with 
'sets grow older and 
| factor wears off. Within six months 
;or so, for every new TV set in 
| Philadelphia an older set will pass 
the one-year-old mark.” 


York is viewed as significant be- 
cause the city has the nation’s 
greatest saturation of video re- 
ceivers. It represents the first 
black-and-white proof of renewed 
interest in radio among TV fam- 
ilies. Radio’s comeback is most 
marked on weekday afternoons | 
| with a 102° gain over 
est increase, 2°, is on Saturday 
evening, which is attributed to the 
popularity of NBC-TV’s 
Night Revue.” 


RATE CARDS ON SPOT 





Chicago, June 13. 


be more informative, simplified 
and standardized were made at the 
eer ee Spot Sales Clinic held 
here last week by Free & Peters. 
The station representative outfit 
had reps at the meeting from more 
|than 35 of the AM and TV stations 
it handles, the first time @ rep 
firm has gathered all its members 
to deal with the problems of spot 
' broadcasting. 








Coast Reverses Trend: NBC, 6; CBS, 4 


| Programs 


People Are Funny (NBC) 
Fibber & Molly ‘NBC) 
Red Skelton (CBS) 


se eeee 

+ ee wee wee 
PARLE SE 
oe ee eee 


Bing Crosby Show (CBS) 
Grand Ole Opry (NBC) ........ 

Day in Life of Dennis — (NBC) 
Jack Benny ‘CBS) . 


(Nielsen's April Pacific Ratings) 





Current Rating 





Homes Homes Points 

(000) Co Change 
i WNTS WS te dew Oey Geeta aie HOSE SE - 1,059 22.0 +1.7 
ETP E LTE EE TS ee ee ee 965 20.5 +2.5 
¢REERGNA TS e644 OS Dae Case eeu » 941 20.0 —0.9 
EL ae Tee eee eS Cee eee sae os 941 20.0 +1.3 
bd 95.4 ENN SS DES TEN eG eee P 9°38 19.5 +0.2 
Koch + Mieeee bebo crests ee ee uA cio 18.9 +3.3 
eee E Pee COP trey Cee eae eree 885 18.8 +0.8 
errr es oe Pab vee enw Me vurtiewe 861 18.3 +1.0 
24S 4 RED WN ok dk eae ees cedese ee 18.0 —0.8 
100666460 5500406 00000 ebebe CC Ce” Ee 17.4 +12 


49. Small- | 


that | 


| publish certain 


in | 


| 


TV | Futurity, 
the novelty | 


the race begins. 

Broadcast stations would still be 
permitted to describe or show the 
progress of any horse or dog race 
and it would be perfectly proper 
to broadcast a race or series of 
races, including information on en- 
tries, appearance and behavior of 
horses and other pre-race color. 
Violation carries a penalty of $1,000 
fine or one year’s imprisonment or 
both. 

Bil? is based on the committee 
findings that kowledge of the bet- 
ting odds permits the large opera- 
tcrs to flourish, and that to the ex- 
tent that such information can be 
stopped prior to a race their op- 
erations can be seriously jeopard- 
This prohibition, the report 
declares, should strike a heavy 
blow at these operators and will 
also hamper and restrict the small 
bookmakers by denying them much 
of the useful gambling informa- 
tion now available. 

The measure, Sen. McFarland res 
cently declared, ‘‘works no hard- 
ship on any legitimate newspaper 
or radio station which may con- 
tinue to broadcast or publish most 
of the facts relating to a horse race 
that they may be permitted to do 
today. The distinction is that spe- 
cialized scratch sheets or radio sta- 
tions or newspapers catering to bet- 
tors or bookies cannot broadcast or 
specific gambling 
information before the race starts.” 

Emphasizing that the bill “in no 
way” prevents broadcasts of the 
progress of races, McFarland point- 
ed out that for such major events 
as the Kentucky Derby. Belmont 
Withers and Santa Anita 


(Continued on page 50) 





‘Latino Folk Music Expert 





“Saturday | von, 


| What is more 
| airer is that it is regarded in South 


| 


AT SPOT SALES CLINIC 


Recommendations that rate cards | £49 mail from Venezuela, 





Ts (You Guessed It) Welsh; 


| The Tele-Pulse report on New, 


A Hep, Careful Gringo She 


Paradox in indie airings in 
N. Y. is the presentation of a 
highly-regarded program of au- 
thentic Latin-American music—by 
a Britisher. Program is ‘Nights in 
Latin America,” heard for a half- 
hour each, two nights a week, on 
WQXR, and presented by Pru De- 
who was born in Wales, and 
reared in England and California. 
unusual about the 


America as_ representative and 
| choice, eliciting unusual comments 
and requests from below the bor- 
der. 
Mrs. Devon, for instance, gets 
where 
the voice of America repeats her 
program (among other countries). 
Only last week the head of the 
U. of Uruguay wrote in for a list 
of recorded Urugyayan music, so 


that the university might start 
building a collection of its own. 
Program is aired only in N. Y. 


‘other than the Voice’s), but when 

'a Latin-American dignitary visits 

N. Y. and a special program is pre- 
(Continued on page 50) 





‘One-Shot Fun Spots’ Will 





Liven WNEW, N.Y., Series 


“One-shot fun spots” are being 
planned by WNEVW,. N. Y., to bright- 
en up its summer sked. First spe- 
cial broadcast being wrapped up 
by program director Dick Pack 
is a June bride stanza on which 
couples getting marriage licenses 
at City Hall will be interviewed by 
Gene Rayburn and Dee Finch. An 
editor of Charm mag will be fea- 
tured. 

Other broadcasts in the works 
include a welcome to summer and 
a Fourth of July airer. 
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FCC to Proceed First on Richards 
Rehearings, Overruling Examiner 


Washington, June 13. 

The FCC will proceed with its 
ease first when hearings on the 
news-slanting charges against G. 
4. Richards are resumed in L.~A.., 
tomorrow (14), the Commission 
ruled vesterday (12) in reversing 
the action of examiner James Cun- 
ningham at a pre-trial conference 
June 4 in giving the KMPC owner 


permission to present his witnesses. | 


Commission ruling upheld the 
argument of general counsel Bene- 
dict Cottone that the pattern of 
ihe first trial be allowed, and Cot- 
tone reported he had reissued sub- 
poenas for Richards and Roberts 
Reynolds, KMPC manager. If 
Richards’, illness prevents his 
court appearance, Cottone will in- 
sist that competent medical testi- 
mony be presented. 


Agency took mild slap at Rich- 
for | 


ards’ counsel, Hugh Fulton. 
contending that he was “forced” to 
agree to the procedure used last 
March when. the Commission pre- 
sented its ease at the outset. ‘It 
is not the general counsel (Cotl- 
tone).” Commission found, ‘buf 
the applicants, in now claiming 
the right to proceed first in this 
proceeding, who are adopting an 
inconsistent position when it suits 
their purpose to do so.” 

Agency’s ruling drew a strong 
protest from Fultor. who declared 
in a telegram to FCC Chairman 
Cov that the action “constitutes a 
capricious and high-handed inter- 
ference’ with the proceedings in 
Los Angeles ... it unfairly throws 
a great burden and expense upon 
vadio stations KMPC, WJR and 
WGAR, and it unfairly denies them 
an opportunity to tell the public 
ihe facts in this case—after they 
have been subjected to scurrilous 
insults and innuendoes for more 
than two years.” 

Fulton left yesterday for the 
Coast to be present at the hear- 
ings. He had flown here from 
L. A. to request an oral argument 
on Cottone’s appeal of Cunning- 


(Continued on page 53) 


SO Changes Its 
Mind on Murrow 


Standard Oil of Indiaha had a 
change of heart last week about its 
sponsership of Ed Murrow, who is 
being dropped by Campbell Soup 
‘Franco-American). As result, the 
only deal consumated is for Amer- 
‘can Oil Co., Murrow’s wartime 
Sponsor, to pick up the tab for an 
fastern network. Amoco pickup 
Starts July 3, with Larry LeSeuer 
doing the first six weeks while 
Murrow is in Europe. 





Original plan was for Amoco and | 


Standard Oil of Indiana to come in 
on a split network basis, Amoco 
‘aking the east and SO the rest of 
‘he country. -However, the latter 
Sulit decided in favor of passing 
up Murrow because it would have 
required junking too many choice 
franchises on spots. 
' CBS has a tentative order for a 
“ast pickup of the commentator, 


+ 


' ber of hiatuses last year. 





CBS’ 11.6% Biz Hike - 


CBS registered a banner month 
for billings in May, with gross 
time sales totalling $6,224,000. This | 
represents a gain of 11.6% over 
May of 1949, and the most substan- | 
tial 
year. 

The network estimates that the 
summer billings will exceed last 
summer’s by about 30°%, attributed 
chiefly to the unusually large num- 


increase for any month this) 





Hope to Preem 


> NBC Special 
Atom Series 


| the Toscanini-NBC Symphony 


|of ratings for their network pro- 


| vinced 
| somewhere” in gauging the Niel- 


| cross-country 


failure of the anticipated crowds | 
to show up for his p.a., has given | 
the anti-rating contingents new | 
ammunition in their questioning | 
the worth and accuracy of the 
Nielsen and Hooper samples. | 


On the top of that, the ability of | 
to | 

hang out the SRO in a score of| 
cities weeks in advance, in the face 


gram that have been practically 
negligible, has cued bewilderment 
within the trade, Many are con- 
that “something’s wrong 


sens and Hoopers as an accurate 
appraisal of likes) 
and dislikes. 

The fact that few musical shows | 
on the air, either in the classical 


| idiom (NBC Symphony, New York 


Philharmonic, etc.) or in the more) 
popular realm (Firestone, Tele- 


{phone Hour, Cities Service, Lon- 


gines, etc.) are capable of snaring 
a respectable rating is regarded as 
an inaccurate barometer 
the people want, particularly con- 
sidering that music has been the 
basic staple that has made radio 
what it is, 

Even the strictly pops radio 
shows no longer enjoy Hooper- 
Nielsen prestige, it’s argued, yet 


| the skeptics point to the fact that 


An ambitious, biographical series | 


called “The Quick and the Dead,” 
dealing with the atomic and hydro- 
gen bombs,-has been blueprinted by 
the NBC News and Special Events | 
Dept. Series starts July 6 in the 
Thursday night 8 to 8:39 slot, with 
Bob Hope assigned the role of a) 


“taxpayer.” In addition, the scien- | 


tists, personnel and military as- | 
signed to the development and use 
of the bomb will appear. 

Research for the series started | 


over six months ago when Fred | 
Friendly, producer of NBC’s “Who | 
Said That?” was assignéd by Wil- | 
liam F. Brooks, network veepee in | 
charge of News and Special Events | 
for radio, to set up a unit to write) 
and produce the radio history of | 
the bombs. 

During that time Friendly and 
members of the department have | 
been taking science courses and | 
attending special lectures by | 
liam L. Laurence, N. Y. Times! 
science editor. Lawrence will act | 
as technical advisor to the program | 
and will also appear on it. 

Program gets its title from) 
Bernard Baruch’s speech on con- 
trol of the atom before the United | 
Nations during which he said, “We | 
are here to make a choice between | 
the quick and the dead. That is) 
our business.” 

Series will deal with the atomic 
bomb on the first two broadcasts, | 
the hydrogen bomb on the third | 
program and the fourth will deal | 
with future control and use. | 

Friendly will write and direct. | 


Hizzoner’s WPIX TY Slot 
In Audio Repeat on WNYC 


Unable to commit Mayor William 
O’Dwyer to a weekly radio series 








| mer. 


platter-spinning disk jockeys are 


riding wide and handsome, people | 


are buying records, and turn out 
en masse to the major dance band 
in-person dates in all parts of the 
country. 


Wholesale Office Space 
Shifts at NBC Spread 
Bedlam Among Its Staff 


Something approximating bed- 
lam spread through NBC head- 
quarters in Radio City, N. Y., last 
week, when several hundred em- 
ploveas in a number of depart- 
ments were concerned in the start 
of wholesale office space shifts, in- | 
volving principally the second and 
fourth floors. 

Included were personnel of the | 
Operations Division, production, | 
seript and music departments, In- 
tegrated Services and the WNBC 
crew. 

A number of employees squawked 
that they were “exiled to laby- 
rinths” they didn’t know even ex- 
isted. Many couldn’t find their 
new quarters without guides. 

The shifts will continue all this 
week. 


MUTUAL’S SUMMERTIME 
SRO ON SUNDAY AFT. 








of what | 


It’s understood she refused 
to sign the affidavit because 
she didn’t like the way it was 
presented. 





Mutual Discovers 





One Good Co-op 


Deserves Another 


Success of Mutual’s “Game of 
the Day” basebali co-op is hypoing 
sales on tlie web’s other co-op 
shows. With the diamond series 
racking up a total of 2,500 sponsors 
on 320 stations, number of bank- 
rollers on the n«twork’s 13 other 
co-ops has been boosted to 1,500. 

According to MBS co-op director 
Bert Hauser, reason for the spurt 


is the fact that station managers | 
| have increased their selling activity | 


‘in new fields. the 


entry 


Additionally, 


tors. 
consciousness is developing, with 
small businessmen realizing they 
can locally back shows of national 
‘network quality. 


stance, are an insecticide, a fertili- 
|zer and a local ball club? 

| With 320 of the 365 stations car- 
rying the ballcasts sold, MBS is off 
the hook for rights, line charges 
and talent costs, Hauser indicated. 
Ratings on the outlets have been 
boosted, with affiliates picking up 
added coin through sale of adja- 
cents time periods. 


‘CAROUSEL’ WOOED FOR 
ONE-TIME ‘GUILD’ SLOT 


Theatre Guild, which produced 
the Richard Rodgers-Oscar Ham- 
merstein, II, “Carousel” on Broad- 
way several seasons back, is nego- 
tiating with the authors with the 
aim of giving it a one-time radio 
production on the U. S. Steel- 
sponsored “Theatre Guild of the 
Air.” 

If R&H give the nod, a 60-minute 
air adaptation of the musical will 


be done in the early part of. the 
fall geason. 

U. S. Steel has just started its 
summer pickup of the NBC 
Symphony and this week con- 
cluded a deal for Benny Goodman 
to appear as soloist on the July 9 
program in a longhair concerto. 








For the first time in its history, 
Mutual’s Sunday afternoon lineup 
is remaining stet through the sum- | 
Only Quaker Oats is taking | 
a five-week hiatus starting early in| 
July with its Roy Rogers stanza | 
available for that period. 

With the Sunday whodunit block 
enjoying a rating bonanza, the ad- 
vertisers who've decided to stay on 


as in the case of the late Fiorello| during the warm weather, as a 


LaGuardia, WNYC, the New 
York municipally-owned station, 
is settling for the next best thing. 

With O’Dwyer starting his bi- 
weekly TV series on WPIX, N. Y., 
tomorrow (Thurs.) night, ‘ 
‘has decided to pick up the audio 


WNYC | 


| means of strengthening their hold 


on the audience, include: General 
Foods (“Hopalong Cassidy”’); 


American Tobacco (“Martin Kane”); 


| Grove Labs, which this week took 
'over “The Shadow” in all mar- 
kets, including the 50 previously 


ages. ar aesZ OS 





backed by Blue Coal; Williamson 


Rise Stevens will also appear as 


soloist. She’s booked for the July 
2 concert. 
BBD&O is the agency on the 


U. S. Steel account. 





WLIB’s Mr. & Mrs. Show 
Originating in Israel 
A Mr.-and-Mrs. stanza originat- 
ing from Israel will be launched 
by WLIB Sunday (18) at 5:45 p.m. 
Alvin Rosenfeld, Israel correspond- 
ent of the New York Post, and his 
wife Judith will transcribe com- 
mentary on civil rights, housing, 
economics, etc., in Jerusalem for 
beaming on the Gotham indie. 





out the web would prefer to forego version for a transcribed playback 
‘(in the hopes of latching on to a/ in the 12:30 to 1 Sunday afternoon 
‘ull midwest client. } slot. 


Candy (‘True Detective”) and 
Cudahy Packing (“Nick Carter”). 





WLIB program director Sam 
| Elfert will produce the series. 
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3 ‘Arent We Devils?” ee hae 
. rent We Devils! {AKA May Move to right latent 
? J 5 ais 
. Jack Benny admitted upon his departure last Thursday (8) -on od 
, the Queen Mary for his Palladium engagement in London that he z | BI I N Y M t T 
; was expecting the worst from the prankish contingent. » ac IS a ee ee OmMmorrew 
. Benny recalled, for example, the trick he pulled on Burns & | 
4 Allen last summer, when he flew to London to surprise B & A + Disclosure last week of testi- 
! when the latter played the Palladium. Ever since the returns have | i lmony by FBI chief J. Edgar 
On the eve of B & A’s opening they were tossed a party at their come in on the Jack Benny and| Uncooperative | Hoover, that Communists are at- 
’ London hotel. Benny arrived on the q.t. in time to check into an Arture Toscanini tours, with the) Hollywood, June 13. tempting to solidify their positions 
) adjoining room. He fixed it with the hotel phone operator to call | former racking up a generally dis- | Charlene Amautk, who han- in American radio and television 
4 George Burns and to announce that “Jack Benny was calling from appointing boxoffice take and the; dled network traffic for KFI, | and extent their influence in com- 
, Hollywood. Benny said he was calling 6,000 miles to wish the maestro registering phenomenal was fired Monday (12) on _ | munications, is slated for discus- 
' team luck on their Palladium opening. grosses, a lot of the Hooper-Niel-| grounds that she was unco- _ /|sion at the New York membership 
; \s Burns expressed to the party his gratitude for “Jack Benny sen skeptics within the trade have | operative. She refused to sign | meeting of American Federation 
' ar re qt tong from Hollywood to wish me luck,” Benny been asking “what gives?” | a non -Communist affidavit | of Radio Artists tomorrow night 
P wanes ta = =" ; a Considering — th: h ,| which Earle C. Anthony, sole | (Thurs.). 
{ Burns, said Benny, “practically dropped dead. swing sean A Se | owner, presented to all em- | In addition to hearing reports 
minated a season which found him| Pployees of KFI, AM-FM-TV_ on the television jurisdiction prob- 
the No. 1 rating personality, the| last week. ‘lem, AFRA members will vote on 


two resolutions regarding the al- 
leged “blacklisting” of radioites. 
One resolution, charging’ that 
blacklisting is a weapon for the 
destruction of unions and that the 
practice is on. the increase, asks 
the inclusion of an anti-blacklist- 
ing clause in all AFRA contracts. 
Second resolution asks_ that 
AFRA’s local board meet with the 
executive bodies of other unions 
in the field to take “positive ac- 
tion to fight the blacklist.” 
Hoover’s testimony was made to 
a Senate sub-committee last Feb- 
ruary, but only recently made 
public. The FBI topper charged 
that Communists seek to control 





of one local merchant into 
co-op radio brings in his competi- 
As a result, greater radio 


Among the back- | 
‘ers of “Game of the Day,” for: in- | 


AM and TV program production 
|and personnek He indicated that 
ithe Communists had succeeded in 
'eertain cases. 

In addition, the FBI chieftain 


(Continued on page 45) 





Mutual Votes To 
Stick With NAB 


Mutual’s board of directors voted 
Monday (12) to remain in the NAB 
|after hearing president Frank 
White report on the resignations of 
ABC and CBS. The one-day con- 
fab in N. Y. also heard White re- 
view his first year of operations 
and announce that in the six weeks 
| since May 1 MBS has picked up 
| $4,800,000 in new business and re- 
| newals. 
| White’s report on the May-June 
| activities stressed signing of three 
| hours and 45 minutes of new biz 
and renewals for two hours and 50 
minutes weekly, which will give 
the web its heaviest summer sked 
in some years. At the same time, 
White’s balance sheet, in which he 
summarized reduced overhead 
costs, won the board’s commenda- 
tion. 

Among the ways in which opera- 
tions have been streamlined and 
ithe nut trimmed were the shutter- 
ing of some regional sales offices 
and the non-replacement of some 


| high-salaried veepees. 
| The MBS prexy 


forecast a 
healthy situation for the net dur- 
ing the rest of the year. He added 
that in addition to the $4,800.000 
inked since May 1, the web will 
benefit froth special events such 
as the All-Star baseball game and 
from hypoed co-op program activi- 
ties due to the “Game of the Day.” 


NBC Standing Pat on Title 
In Its Hassle With Kaycee 








Operator on ‘Rangers’ Tag 


| A few weeks back, when NBC 
| originally announced it was sched- 
| ting ‘a Joel McCrea “Texas Rang- 
|ers” series, it got a vehement 
squawk from Arthur Church, at 
KMBC, Kansas City. Latter threat- 
ened litigation because he’s had a 
“Texas Rangers” musical show on 
the air for years, and claims title 


priority. 
NBC agreed to change it to 
“Tales of Texas Rangers.” The 


web was under the impression that 
this was agreeable to Church and 
proceeded accordingly. Last week 
the K. C. operator informed NBC 
that he was taking out an injunc- 
tion on the basis that the new title 
is still an infringement. 

NBC doesn’t think so and is 
standing pat. The next move is up 
\to Church. 
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count... 














There’s been some pretty comnlicated arithmetic 
in radio lately. But the 1950 Winter season 

is over now and all the figures are in. No matter 
who totals them...no matter what you count 

... two things come clear every time. Radio’s clear 
leadership over all media in reaching people. 


And the continuing leadership of CBS in all radio. 


COUNT CIRCULATION...CBS reaches 
30,972,700* different families weekly... bigest 
circulation in radio. (And far bigger than any 


other advertising medium.) 


COUNT PROGRAM POPULARITY... 
CBS has broadcast 15 of the 20 most popular 
programs this year**...5 times as many as the 


second-place network. 


COUNT AVERAGE RATING...CBS has an 
average nighttime rating of 11.9...32% higher 


than the second-place network.** 


COUNT HOMES PER DOLLAR...CBS 
reaches the average of 489...17% more than 


the second-place network.*** } 


COUNT TOTAL BILLING...CBS advertisers 
increased their investment to $23,911,229**** 

--. giving CBS the only 1950 network gain... 
8% higher billings than the second-place network. 


This is CBS in 1950 


~—the greatest single advertising opportunity 


of them all...and you can count on that. 


@NRI, February-March, 1950 
‘®eNRI, January-April, 1980 


8°*°Time and talent night—January-March, 1950 
@eeePIB, January-April, 1950 
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Coy Criticizes 


-- Cosgrove Defends, at Chi 


+ 


Chicago, June 13. 

Radio and television manufac- 
turers met in an aura of optimism 
at the annual confab of the Radio 
Manufacturers Assn. Much of the 
enthusiasm was inspired bv the 
blooming tele industry, which was 
officially recognized as members 
voted to change the name of the 
trade group to Radio-Television 
Manufacturers Assn. 

As retiring RMA prexy Raymond 
C. Cosgrove put it in his annual 
report: “Our association now en- 
ters a new quarter century with 
horizons unlimited.” 

But FCC Chairman Wayne 
speaking at the closing 
Thursday (8) pointed out some 
clouds on the RMA horizon He 
took the occasion to unburdeii 
himself of a series of beefs at tlie 
industry. His chief squawk was di- 
rected at the set makers’ lack oi 
enthusiasm for tinted TV. “At 
times it has seemed that some se4- 
ments of the industry wanted to 
hold back color for another day, 
even at the risk of not having colo: 
in the future,” he declared. 

This, and the charge that the 
agency is getting poor cooperation 
from manufacturers in the inter- 
ference problems of colored video, 
weren't, of course, to happily re- 
ceived by the over 400 representa- 
tives of the 312 radio and TY 
manufacturers comprising the as- 
sociation. 

‘Untimely’ Promotion 
In Cosgrove’s report given ear- 


Co\ 


session 


lier the same day, he denied 
strongly that the industry desired 
to hold back color. He did, how- 
ever, call the color’ promotion 
“most untimely” and cracked at 
the “political pressure” which he 
claimed had prematurely stirred 


up the issue. 

Another problem Coy tossed in 
the laps of the RMA members was 
the growing one of TV set inter- 
ference. “This problem is grave 
enough today when we have only 
104 television stations on the ain 
and more than 6,000,000 receivers 
in the hands of the public But 
after the freeze is lifted and hun- 
dreds of new stations go on the ai: 
and the number of receivers climbs 
to 10 or 20 or 30,000,000, this prob- 
lem could become extremely may- 
nified unless something done 
about it now,” he said. 

“The question before us now 


(Continued on page 48) 


Ch'fld Shift Seen 


Aimed at Camels 


Chesterfield cigarets this week 
dumped the first half of its 
Wednesday night “Godfrey and 
Friends” show on CBS-TV, to take 
effect in the fall. Web, however, 
immediately sold the second 15 
minutes of the dropped half-hour 
to Pillsbury Flour and_ with 
* Plymouth set to take over the first 
15 minute segment. Program 
ranked fourth in the latest Nielsen 
network video ratings, with a 57.4. 

Chesterfield’s decision to drop 
the 8 to 8:30 half of Godfrey’s 
Wednesday night stanza follows 
the cigaret outfit’s purchase on 
CBS-TV last week of the 7:45 to 
8 p.m. slot across the board. Firm 


(Continued on page 53) 


CBS-TV SEEN GETTING 
NOD ON NASH-K COIN 


CBS television this week was 
close to wrapping up another chap- 
ter in its fall sponsor story, nego- 
tiating with Nash-Kelvinator to 
take over the Thursday night 10 to 
11 slot. NBC-TV has also been 
dickering with the outfit to take 
over its Wednesday night 8 to 9 
period for the fall season, but CBS 
reportedly has the inside track. 
Agency on the account is Geyer, 
Newell & Ganger. 

NBC is offering the Nash firm 
its projected series of high-budget- 
ed variety shows, to be emceed by 
a string of name stars on a rotating 
basis. What show Nash will put 
on CBS, if that deal goes through, 
has not been determined. Time 
slot is now occupied on CBS by 
“Winner Take All,” “In the First 
Person” and “Blues by Bargy,” all 
ef which are sustaining, 


is 


is 








Industry on Color, 


Meet 


OVALTINE BUYS LAST 
‘HOWDY DOODY’ SLO 


NBC television posted ithe SRO 
sign this week on its “Howdy Doo- 
dv” show, selling the last quarter- 
hour segment available to 
tine. Three other sponsors were re- 

bidding for the time in 
when the chocolate drink 
outfit pacted with NBC’s Chicago 
office for the remaining 5:30 to 
3:45 p.m. segment on Mondays. 

Bankroller lineup on the puppet 
a Martin Stone package, now 
includes Kellogg, Colgate and Mars 
Candy, in addition to Ovaltine. 





portedly 
N ¥., 


snow, 


’ 


New Rate Cards 
Due by Fall in Chi 


Chicago, June 13. 

With tele set circulation in the 
Chi area now topping 500,000, sta- 
tion execs are giving thought to 
theirrate structures. Although no 
official decisions have yet been 
made at the four outlets here, it’s 
expected they'll all blossom with 
new cards before fall. Percentage 
increase most frequently bandied 
about is 25%. 

Under present cards, the four 
stations are charging $750 for an 
hour of class A time. Rehearsal 
charges, however, vary rather wide- 
lv with WGN-TV furnishing facili- 
ties without charge for a period of 
time equal to time unit bought, 
while WNBQ charges $200 for an 
hour rehearsal. WENR-TV_ gets 
$106 an hour and WBKB gets $25 
per half hour. 

One minute or 20 second spots 
at the two o. & o. stations—WEN R- 
TV ‘ABC) and WNBQ (NBC)—are 
currently pegged at $125 during 
class A hours. WGN-TV and WBKB 
charge $105 for their Class A spots. 

One move that seems likely in 
the revised rate card is the exten- 
sion of Class A time. WBKB’s A 
schedule now extends from 4:49 
p. m. to midnight Monday through 
Friday and 12 noon to midnight 
Saturday and Sunday. WENR-TV’s 
and WNBQ’s A hours start at 6 
p. m. cross-the-board and WGN- 
TV's starts at 7 p. m. Monday 
through Friday. 

With increasing emphasis on aft- 
ernoon programming, it’s expected 
the weekday afternoon Class B 
rates will be hoisted. As one sta- 
tion manager voiced it: “It costs 
just as much to beam a show dur- 
ing the daytime as it does at night.” 


WKRC-TV, Cincy, Upping 











Sked to 15 Hrs. by Fall 


Cincinnati, July 13. 

WKRC-TV will increase its op- 
erating schedule to 15 hours a day 
in October, managing director Hul- 
bert Taft, Jr., announced. He said 
general reports by set owners and 
engineers of improved reception of 
the station’s programs warranted 
more than doubling of the present 
programming schedule. 

Station is an outlet of CBS which, 
according to recently circulated ru- 
mors, since spiked, was wooing 
Crosley’s WLW-T for a switch from 
NBC. 
eraging slightly more than 12 hours 
a day, about one hour less than 
that of the Scripps-Howard WCPO- 
TV. which has Mutual and DuMont 
linkings. 

Taft said that WKRC-TV expan- 
sion plans also apply to studios and 
staff. 





Morse in Exee Producer 
Spot in ‘Family’ Return 


Carlton E. Morse, now writer- | 
producer on the video version of | 
his “One Man's Family,” will be- | 
come executive producer when the | 


series returns to NBC-TV under 
sponsorship of Sweetheart Soap 
July 29. Production job goes to 
Richard Clemmer, formerly direc- 
tor of the stanza, with technical 
director Edgar Kahn taking over 
directorial chores. 

Eva Marie Saint will play the 
Claudia role previously handled 
by Nancy Franklin. 


Oval- | 


Ohio State U. Conducting 
Survey to Learn Whether 
TV Viewing Affects 


Columbus, O., June 


to settle once and for all the ques- 
tion of whether television: viewing 
affects the eyes. Its Institute for 


Research in Vision has sent ques- | 


tionnaires to ophthalmologists and 


optometrists throughout the state. | 
Survey is being conducted by Dr. ; 


Glenn A. Fry, director of OSU's 


school of optometry, and Dr. Ar- 
thur M. Culler. By thus going to 
the most likely source, the poll- 


sters hope to gain accurate infor- 
mation they claim has not been 
available in the past. 

Here ave sme of the questions 
the surve ks: What affect has 
television had on the eyes of your 
patients? Has there been any no- 
ticeable increase in the number of 
patients you are serving which can 


be attributed to suspicion on the, 


their 
tele- 


your patients that 
been affected by 


part of 
eyes have 
vision? 

In examining these patients, do 
your findings indicate that tele- 
vision is directly responsible for 
these difficulties? What recommen- 
dations do you make to your pa- 
tients for proper television viewing? 
Are special glasses needed? 

When completed, results of the 
survey wili be released to both pro- 
fessional men and the general pub- 
lie. 


Aft. Potential In 


Audiences Seen 
Via New Ratings 


With television stations moving 
more and more into daytime pro- 
gramming, the potential audience 
for the afternoon hours was re- 
vealed for the first time this week 





with the latest Nielsen network 
ratings, which show a respectable 
number of sets tuned in from 1 
p.m. through the day until the reg- 
ular evening programs take over. 


Figures are based on reports only 
in those cities where the combined 
Nielsen and Hooper ratings are 
taken. 

On Monday through Friday after- 
noon, the best viewing hour is 
4 to 5 p. m., in which a 14.4% sets- 
in-use figure was racked up. With 


most housewives supposedly finish- | 


ing off the luncheon dishes, the 
slowest hour is 1 to 2, with a 4.8 
total. 


o'clock. and 14.4 from 4 to 5. From 
5 to 6. when the majority of sta- 
tions are taking network shows, the 
sets-in-use figure jumps to 31.2. 

| Saturday totals are much lower, 


'while the Sunday figures run much | 


higher than the weekdays. On Sat- 


urdays, a 2.2% 


4.2, 
o’clock; 14.6, from 4 to 5, and 26, 
from 5 to 6. On Sundays, the sets 
in use from 1 to 2 averaged 15; 
from 2 to 3 p. m., 20.2; from 3 to 
4 p. m., 28: from 4 to 5 p. m., 34, 
and from >to 6 o'clock, 44.4. 
Ratings this month also reveal 


the audience potential of the 11 | 
p. m. to midnight slot, which here- | 


tofore had been considered mar- 


ginal time at best. 


(Continued on page 45) 


Alsco Corp. Sets Sights 





WLW-T air time now is av-| 


Qn Wendy Barrie Show 


manufacturers of | i™& the participants’ teeoff shots 


was | 


Alsco Corp., 
storm-windows and_ screens, 
close to signing with NBC-TV this 
week for the Wednesday night 8:15 
to 8:30 slot. Outfit plans to bank- 
roll a show featuring Wendy Bar- 
rie. Latter now has sustaining 


shows on the NBC web Tuesday | 


and Thursday nights and a second 
show Thursday night sponsored by 
Hollanderizing Furs, She is ex- 
pected to drop one of the sus- 
tainers when the Alsco show starts. 


New program is expected to tee 
off some time in August. NBC is 
planning a top-budgeted variety 
show for the Wednesday night 8 to 
9 period in the fall, as competition 
for CBS-TV's 
Friends.” 


‘a different time slot. 


| 
Eyes 
13. 


Ohio State U. apparently is out | 


' additional 


ithe 


‘representatives of all branches of | 


| law 
|least five channels, 


| shoppin 
This jumps to 10.8 for the | — 
2 to 3 p. m. period, 9.4 from 3 to 4: 


| John Reed King airer on WOR-TV 
| and later on WCBS-TV last season, | 


Percentage of | 
sets in use Monday through Friday | 





Portland Area, 100 Miles From Hub, 


Haven for Channel Four Senders 





Skulnik Bows July 5 


Menasha Skulnik show is slated 


io start on NBC July 5 on Wednes- | 


day 8 p.m. weekly. Louis Quinn, 
Matt Brooks and Shelley Reynolds 
are writing the program. 

Program was. tested several 
months ago on network. Martin 
Goodman is show's packager. 





Pa. Solons to Aid 
Philly TV Drive 


Philadelphia, June 13. 
Bi-partisan Congressional sup- 
port for Philadelphia’s demand for 


pledged at a 
the local committee for increased 
allocations held in the Bellevue- 
Stratford hotel, June 9. 

U. S. Sen: Edward Martin, a 
Republican, and Democratic Con- | 
gressman Earl Chudoff, told the | 
meeting that both parties were 
united in “seeing that Philadelphia 
got a fair and equitable deal from 
rec.” 

The committee, 


which ineludes 


industry, is seeking a fourth and 
possibly a fifth TV channel for the | 
Philadelphia area, now limited to’! 
three channels. Col. J. Harry | 
Labrum, acting chairman for the! 
committee. stated that under the 
this city was entitled to at 


Col. Labrum charged the — 
ent allocation was ‘discriminatory 
against the business, industry and 
prestige of the city.” Sen. Martin 
suggested the committee make up| 
a strong program, back it up with 
not only Philadelphia support, but 


all the surrounding counties and 
“get busy immediately.” “There 
would be no political problem,” 
Sen. Martin declared. “All your 
Pennsylvania Senators and Con- 
gressman will help you in. this 


fight.’ 





Weiss & Geller Shopping 
Shows for 3 New Clients 


Pointing up the movement of 
new sponsors into the video me- 
dium, Weiss & Geller agency is 
for shows for three’ 
clients to start this fall. 

Nedick’s is contemplating a big | 
web stanza to plug its nationally 


trate and its eateries, which are be- 
ing expanded into additional cities. | 
Ernie Byfield, Jr., agency’s tele- 
vision director, is also hunting a 


‘distributed orange drink concen- | 
| 


sets-in-use figure | Program for Ehler’s coffee, which | 
cos coed om Mons tony | yor ‘entered TV via its “Mystery Dod- | 


from 2 to 3; 6, from.3 to 4 | lowing 


| games. Bankroller is highly pleased 
| with the results. 


ger’ series on WOR-TV, N. Y., fol- 
the Brooklyn _ baseball | 


} 
| 


Flagstaff foods, which backed the 


is also on the prowl for a local , 
New York series. 





NBC Trying Gimmick 
In Golf Match Coverage 
NBC television is trying out 
something new in golf tournament 
coverage with the Palm Beach 
Round Robin tourney next Sunday 


> 

vr 
| 
} 


/some part 
| current 


| antee 


| ing, 
'up $60 over a comparative satura- 


television channels was | 
luncheon-meeting of | 


| York Giants’ 





afternoon (18). Instead of cover- 


and then coming into the club- 


house to cover the 18th green, the 
web plans to pick up the golfers on | 
the 13th tee and follow them from | 
there across the fairway till they | 
finish their rounds. 

For that purpose, the web is tak- 
ing two mobile units and two sta- | 
tion-wagons with cameras mounted | 
on their roofs to the Wykagill 
Country Club, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Station-wagons will follow the 
golfers on the fairways, while one 
mobile unit will be stationed at the 
15th tee and the other at the 18th 
green. Web will cover the tourna- 
ment from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Bill 





the pickup will be supervised by | 
Jimmy Dolan. | 


Portland, Me., June 13. 

- Reception of the 100-mile-distant 
Boston TV stations has been so con- 
sistently okay here that not only 
have upward of 1,000 sets been in- 
stalled in the immediate area, but 
the phenomenon may also bear 
of the credit for the 
FCC freeze on new trans- 
mitter permits. 

Reception of 
isn’t 100% by any 


the Hub channels 
means, but if 


|one’s location isn’t the geographi- 


cal equivalent of the bottom of a 
rain-barrel, set dealers will guar- 
80° dependability Total 
installations have been kept down 
somewhat by the extra equipment 
(boosters, stacked antennas, dual 
lead-ins) required for remote view- 
bringing the average layout 


tion-area job. But dealers assert 
that their toughest chore is turn- 
ing down the biz of those incor- 
rigibly oversold on the local possi- 
bilities of the gadget. Maine bank- 
ers, traditionally of a David-Harum 


|level of conversatism, are standing 


|ready to process apparently any 
amount of paper for such pur- 
chases. 


Freeze angle is supplied by fact 
that FCC Commissioner George E, 
Sterling usually ducks the D.C. 


‘heat by spending his Augusts at 
| Peaks Island, an insular suburb 


of Portland. Informal tests that 
he ran here in 1948 of TV recep- 
tion of the Hub outlets are said to 
have started the Commission on a 
(Continued on page 52) 


Sun Oil's 5006 
TV Grid Pickups 


Sun Oil Co. has bought 15 pro- 
fessional grid games of the Na- 
tional football league on ABC-TV 
for next fall. The Sunday events 
will get under way on Sept. 16 and 
will wind up on Dec. 17 with the 
world pro championship contest. 

This comprehensive pro sched- 
ule, which will cost Sun Oil an 
estimated $500,000, also will in- 





| volve a half-hour stanza each week, 


tentatively set for Wednesday, on 
which film highlights of all the 
teams in the league will be shown, 
In addition to hypoing interest in 
the Sunday games, the mid-week 
gridiron vidpix will serve to keep 


| the series going when games can’t 
| be aired in a particular market. 


Contract bans the screening of the 


| live games within 75 miles of sta- 


diums where pro elevens are in 
action. 

WJZ-TV. the web’s Gotham key, 
will benefit additionally by a sec- 
ond 30-minute stanza tagged “New 
Huddle.” This will 
feature highlights of Giants games 
and interviews with players. 

Agency for Sun Oil is Hewitt, 
Ogilvie, Benson & Mather. 





TILLSTROM’S ‘OZ’ SET 


FOR FALL SUNDAY SPOT 


Burr Tillstrom’s “Wizard of Oz” 
series, featuring puppet charac- 
terizations of the children’s classic, 
is to be slotted by NBC-TV in the 
Sunday afternoon 5:30 to 6 period 
starting in the fall. With the series 
of “Hopalong Cassidy” films taking 
over the 6 to 7 p.m. slot, the web 
expects to have a solid hour-and-a- 
half chunk of kids’ programming. 

Tillstrom, of course, will con- 
tinue his “Kukla, Fran and Ollie” 
series in the 7 to 7:30 p.m. slot 
across-the-board. Both shows will 
originate in Chicago. 





interstate Bakeries’ 


10-Year ‘Cisco Kid’ Deal 


Interstate Bakeries, which cur- 
rently sponsors “Cisco Kid” on AM 
stations in the midwest and on the 
Coast, has signed a 10-year con- 
tract for “Cisco” vidpix in 16 mar- 
kets, starting this fall, via Danby- 
Miner agency. 

Ziv is pitching the film series to 
backers of the AM transcription 
show, which is now sponsored on 
300 outlets. Last month NBC-TV 


; “Godfrey and | Stern, Harry Nash and Jug Mc-; bought the televersion for its 
nd. When that starts, Miss Spaden are to call the shots, while | owned-and-operated 
Barrie's program will be fhoved to | 


stations in 
N. Y., Washington and Cleveland 
for ‘five years. 
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NBC Still in Lead 


Latest Nielsen. network ratings for television shows NBC again 
leading the other three major nets in all four categories of average 
rating per program, number of sponsored shows, average homes 





cient NE ii 








oe 


reached and average number of stations per show. 


the four network breakdown: 


Average No. 

Rating Prog.’ 
NBO .tcceoe, Bee : 
Cee seca aces 26.5 27 
ABS chcvese See 15 
DuMont 16.6 5 


Following is 


Average Homes 


U.S. SENATE PRIMPS FOR TV 


SOLONS IN BOW 
IN TELE SHORTS 


Washington, June 13. 








Reached per 
of Programin Avg. Stations 
ams Survey Cities Per Program 
1,206,100 29 
1,042,000 23 
805,400 22 
639,000 16 








Kine Seen Maintaining Brunt Of 


TV Activities; 


Kinescope 


television's networking 
for some time to come, 
jor networks’ emphasis on improv- 
ing kine quality is any indication. 
In addition, the possibility that 
more of the major dramatic pro- 
grams on TV may shift from live 
to film production was underscored 
this week with the unveiling of a 
new and improved film projection 
system by NBC. 


With ABC and CBS both having | 
put into operation their new kine | 


processes within the last few 
weeks, NBC disclosed its new sys- 
tem Monday (12). It involves a 
high-intensity, mercury vapor light 
source in the film projector, which 
eliminates both the fringing and 
the chalky appearance of the white 


shades, which have plagued kine 
transmissions in the past. As 
demonstrated Monday, the new 


light source punches up the con- 
trast, giving the white shades a 
close approximation to their true 
half-tones. 

NBC also unveiled a new elec- 
trie circuit labeled the Orthogam 
amplifier, for installation between 
the film and the projector in trans- 
mitting standard film. This gadget 


also provided a sharply-improved | 
bring- | 


reception quality for films, 
ing the all-important contrast al-| 
most up to the standards of live 
program reception. When coupled 
with one of the new low-cost meth- 


(Continued on page 48) 


Mare Daniels In 





Ford Theatre’ Exit 


Mare Dariiels has resigned as di- 
rector of “Ford Television Thea- 
tre.” winding up with Kenyon & 


Eckhardt, agency on the Ford ac- | 
count, after the season’s final per- | 


formance June 30. Daniels has 
no definite plans for next season 
but is entertaining several film of- 
ters. K&E is currently on the prowl 
for a new topflight director, along 
with a continuity editor, Eugene 
Burr having exited the show upon 
exviration of the last cycle. 

Checkout of Daniels was the re- 
sult of policy differences existing 
between the director and the agen- 
cy. in addition to Daniels’ bid for 
more coin. Daniels wanted the. 
Status of producer-director to per- | 
mit him to run “Ford Theatre” 
as a unit operation comparable to 
that existing at film studios. K&E, 
on the other hand, felt that such | 
a move would strip the agency of 
its control of the show. 

Under the. Daniels directorial 
aegis, “Ford Television Theatre” 
emerged as one of the top video 


dramatie showcases the past sea- | 


son, winning a Variety Show- 
Management award a few 


Wildroot Eyes TV 


In addition to standing pat on its | 
Sunday night at 8 “Sam Spade” 





radio show on NBC, Wildroot is | 


considering expanding its budget | 
in order to get its video feet wet. 

Should Wildroot decide on TV, 
however, it will not be a tele ver- 
sion of “Spade.” Appropriation is 
still under consideration. BBD&O 
is the agency. 


recordings can be? 
counted on to bear the brunt of | 

activities | 
if the ma- | 


weeks 


New NBC Process 





Arthur Murray dance _ studios 
‘are buying a half-hour musical 
variety program on 20 ABC-TV sta- 
tions. The stanza, still to be de- 
cided on, will go into the 9 p.m. 
slot on Thursdays, starting July 6. 
It’s expeeted to remain in the pe- 
riod for 10 weeks, when it 
switch to a Sunday evening spot. 

The agency is Huber Hoge. 


IBEW Strike 
Sloughs Two 








Sirike of 335 members of the 


International Brotherhood of Elec- | 


trical Workers at CBS’ Gotham 


headquarters, called at 6 p.m. Mon- | 


day (12), 
the air for 90 seconds and pre- 
vented the airing of “The Gold- 
bergs” and “Studio One” on the 
TV chain. Parties were - still 
| negotiating at presstime last night. 

At noon vesterday (Tues.) paint- 
ers and carpenters failed to re- 
turn from their lunch hour in a 
sympathy walkout. Truckers have 
also been refusing to make deliv- 
eries, 


' cians. 


'cians walked out. Engineers at the 
net’s owned-and-operated stations 
in Chicago, San Francisco, Boston, 
St. Louis and Minneapolis were 
still on the job at presstime yester- 
, day (Tues.). 

*In place of the “Goldbergs,” 
pianist-singer Bob Howard was 
screened. A film feature was sub- 


The U. S. Senate, no slouch 
publicity-wise, is preparing to cut 
itself a slice of television. 





In the | 


| wee hours of the morning, at the 


| tail end of a 16-hour session one 


day last week, the Senators unani- 


| mously voted through a bill to ex- 


pand the Congressional recording 
room and permit it to make films 
for TV. 

Another bill, providing for some 


| expansion, but without the video 
| gimmick, had- previously passed 


Arthur Murray’s TV Buy | 


will 
| ing for time for radio broadcasts 
| of such recordings, .. .” 


_ the whole busines; 
'as $16. 


CBS TV ers 


knocked the AM web off | 


the House. It looks as though the 
Representatives, no slouches either 
for publicity, will bow to the su- | 
perior wisdom of the Senate with- 
| out argument. 

The Senate bill also directs the 
recording room to “arrange” time 
with stations for broadtasts and 
telecasts, a long step further than 
anything done so far. The bill 
states in part that: “The Facility | 
(Recording Facility) shall assist | 
members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives in making disk, 
film and tape recordings, arrang- | 





etc. 

Robert J. Coar, superintendent | 
of the Facility, admits his opera- | 
tion can’t make television shorts 
yet. However, he sees no reason 
why in the future they should not | 
be able to produce a four-minute 
sound film for legislators which 
could be rebroadcast on TV, with 
costing as little 


The story of the Facility is an in- 
teresting study on how a govern- | 
ment body “inches in.” Origirfally, | 
Coar and his wife were leased a 
couple of rooms under the eaves 
in the Old House Office Building | 
and set up equipment to make 
| transcriptions at low 
members of the House and Senate. 
The idea was to produce platters 
| which could be shipped to the-radio 
Stations back home for broadcast- 
ing the verbal pearls of the Con- 
gressmen. 

Then, a couple of years ago, 
Congress voted to take over the 
Facility, retain Coar as its super- 








(BS-TV Sets 3 Airers to Buttress 


Summer Sked; 


+ 





| WOR-TV, N. Y., 
| Night” which will feature J. Ar- 


|stanza in New 
price for | 





intendent, and to rent his record- 





Supervisory personnel have | 


_been pinchhitting for the techni- | of what a commercial 


On the Coast, 90 IBEW bonteet. would charge. 


Kate Smith Pacted 





stituted for “Studio One.” Pix were 
(Continued on page 48) 


‘Radio Boxoffice,’ in Tele 
Revamp, Being Offered 
By MCA for This Fall 


“Radio Boxoffice,” a 
weekly local program last season 








ing equipment. Price of a platter 
is kept down to $3.50, about half | 
recorder 
At present, 180 
members of the House and 40 


(Continued on page 52) 








To 5-Yr. NBC-TV Deal; | 


Sign Ransom Sherman 


NBC television this week inked 
Kate Smith to an exclusive five- 


'year pact and plans to build an 


hour-long show around her in the 


fall as the focal point of its after- | 


‘aired from 3 to 4 p.m. 


thrice- . 


'on WMCA, New York is being re- | 


vamped as a television series and 
| will be offered for sponsorship this 
| fall. The stanza proved a click last 
| spring, both in selling tickets to 
Theatre Guild legit shows and also 
'in attracting a sizable listening au- 
dience. As a result of its showing, 
Music Corp. of America is pack- 


(Continued on page 53) 


Art Linkletter’s Video 
‘House Party’ in Oct. Bow 


| Hollywood, June 13. 

Art Linkletter debuts in TV in 
fall, emceeing “Open House” for 
| Minnesota Canning Co. Half-hour 
' tele show will be filmed for ABC 
eastern network and _ affiliates 
around the country. 

Program similar to the series, 
“House Party” will be beamed Fri- 





‘over the 7 to 7:30 p.m. 


noon programming. Show is to be. 
across-the- | 
board, wit!. Miss Smith doing her 
songs and gabbing with her man- 
ager, Ted Collins. 

NBC plans to sell the show in 
15-minute segments. Program will 
mark the singer’s TV debut on a 
regularly-scheduled basis. Her two 
15-minute radio programs on the 
Mutual web, titled “Kate Smith 
Speaks” and “Kate Smith Sings,” 


‘will continue. 


NBC this week also signed a five- 
year pact with Chicago comedian 
Ransom. Sherman. He's to take 
slot cross- 
the-board starting July 3, as sum- 


|mer re placeme nt for “Kukla, Fran 
/& Ollie,” 
‘period when “Kukla” returns in | 


moving to a different | 


the fall. 


U. of Neb. Grid Sponsor | 


Omaha, June 14. 
Dan Kelly, sales manager of the. 
General Electric Supply Co. of | 
Omaha (G.E.) has made a deal for | 
his firm to sponsor both TV and 
radio broadcasts of University of 





day nights starting Oct. 6, for 26 Nebraska football games next fall. 


weeks. Leo Burnezt Agency set | 
| deal. 


Pillsbury. 


All home games will be televised | 


He'll continue broadcast for on WOW-TV and radiocasts will rope, 
}be by Tip Saggau. 


‘she asked. 


igether to put on their acts. 


‘things about TV. 
‘trying to be too clever and 


Chico’s ‘Sugar Bowl’ 


Hollywood, June 13. 


Chico Marx launches his own | 
tele show, “Sugar Bowl,” in the 
fall over ABC, with American 


Safety Razor and Heed Deodorant 
sharing the tab. 

It will feature his comedy 
tines. 


rou- 
Marx will do the show in 





Ford sFull Evening 


WOR Buy May Set 
New TV Pattern 


Ford Dealers, who established a 
new time-buying pattern this year 
by wholesale purchases of network 
sustainers for one and two-week 
runs, have made a new saturation 


|deal which may again set a prece- 
‘dent in the industry. 


The dealers have boufht out the 
entire Monday night schedule of 
for a “Ford Movie 


thur Rank pix never before shown | 
on Gotham teevee screens, a sage- 
brush saga, a comedy short and a 
sports newsreel, “Top Views in 
Sports.” On WJZ-TV. the ABC-TV 


Wednesday nights. 

In Schenectady the Ford outfit | 
will bankroll wrestling and 
‘John Kieran “Kaleidoscope” vid- 
pix. It will also back the Kieran 
Haven. J. Walter 
Thompson handled the deals. 

Trade is pointing.up the imagi- 

(Continued on page 52) 





‘Everybody Trying to Be 
Too Clever,’ Gracie Fields | 
Laments on TV performers. 


Detroit, June 13. 
Gracie Fields, here for an en- 
gagement at Music Hall, agreed 
that performers dislike television 
because it would exhgust their rep-. 


|ertory in a short time, but came. 
|up with a new idea. 


“Ever hear of a ‘concert party?’ ” | 
“Well, it’s quite com- 
mon in England. It’s a group of 
eight to 12 persons who band to- 
Sort 
of a vaudeville repertory company. | 


If I were thinking of television I'd 


organize a concert party and get 
three or four complete shows pre- 
pared before I even got near a, 
camera. Then, as we did these 
shows, we could continue to work 
on new acts.” 

Miss Fields also said some harsh 
“Everybody's 
too 
quick these days. It’s the day of 
the gag writer. The actors grab 
their dreary little scripts and study 


‘them frantically for a half hour, 


and then expect to put on a show. 
“It seldoms rings true. A good 


'act should be polished and repeat- | 


ed for months and months. Then 
the artist knows just how the audi- 
ence is going to react. I can’t stand 
not being able to tell whether peo- 
ple are liking me or not.” 


AZCARRAGA AIDE PREPS | 
TV STUDY IN NEW YORK 


Maria Louisa Sierra, of XEW,. 
Mexico, arrived in New York last 
| week from Europe, where she spent | 
some time studying television for | 
| her boss, Emilio Azcarraga, pr ‘ior | 
to taking up her production chores | 
when XEW goes TV in the fall. 

She’ll spend two weeks in New 
-York for an indoctrination in U.S. 
video programming techniques, 
|ete., before returning to Mexico. 

Azcarraga is presently in Eu- 
returning to this country | 
‘about July 15. 





the | 


| Theatre” 


Only 3 Slots to Fill 


Virtually rounding out its sum- 
mer program ‘schedule, CBS-TV 
this week set three new programs 

be launched within the next 
month. Only three major time pe- 
riods remain to be filled—the Sun- 
day night 7:30 to 8 slot, in which 
the web plans to insert a variety 
show to replace “This Is Show 
Business”; the Wednesday night # 
to 9 period, and the Friday night 
8 to 8:30 to 9 slot, which will prob- 
ably be filled by an adventure story 
series. 

New shows include “Comedy 
Theatre,” a half-hour series pack- 
aged by World Video; “Sure as 
Fate,” an hour-long dramati_ series, 
and “Songs for Sale,” the 
hour-long vaudeo show to be em- 
ceed by Jan Murray. Comedy 
series is to take over the Sunday 
night 9:15 to 9:45 period starting 
July 2. Sunday ‘night, consequent- 
ly, will have “Toast of the Town” 
continuing from 8 to 9, the Faye 


Emerson show from 9 to 9:15, 
“Comedy Theatre” from 9:15 to 
9:45, and a film feature from 9:45 
to closing. 


“Sure as Fate” is the melodrama 
series previously aired Saturday 
nights at 9 under the title, “The 
Trap.” Show is now set to take 
over the Tuesday night 8 to 9 slot 
through the summer, with CBS 
hoping it can build sufficient audi- 
ence support to take away some 
of Milton Berle’s audience from 


'the rival NBC web when his “Tex- 


returns in the 
“Songs for Sale” will occupy 


aco Star Theatre” 
fall. 


| key, the Ford group will back wres- | the Friday night 9 to 10 period 
| tling from the Rainbow Gardens on 


starting July 7, taking over the 
time presently occupied on alter- 
nate weeks by “Ford TV Theatre” 
and “Play’s the Thing.” 

CBS is still undecided as to what 
'type of show to put into the Wed- 
nesday night at 8 slot, when “God- 
frey and Friends” leaves for the 
summer. Robert Q. Lewis, who 
subbed for Arthur Godfrey last 
‘year, will be unable to do a re- 
|}peat this summer because of his 
other commitments—subbing for 
| Godfrey’ s morning radio show, his 


inew Wednesday night radio show 


'which has replaced Bing Crosby 
for the summer, and his Thursday 
night video stanza, “The Show 


,Goes On,” which will remain on 


the air through the usual hiatus 
period. 


‘Lucky’ Series 
To Keep Setup 


American Tobacco Co. and its 
agency, BBD&O, which had tenta- 
tively decided last week to switch 
Robert Montgomery's “Lucky Strike 
series on NBC-TV to a 
once-weekly basis in the fall, have 
now changed their minds and de- 
cided to retain the show on its 





present alternate week setup. NBC, 


as a result, has the Menday night 
9:30 to 10:30 slot still available 
every other week and may try to 
interest two sponsors in picking up 
a half-hour each. 

Montgomery show, meanwhile, 
winds up the current season Mon- 
day night (19) by presenting an 
adaptation of A. J. Cronin’s novel, 
“The Citadel.” Montgomery him- 
self will star in the production, 
playing opposite film actress An- 
gela Lansbury. Show will mark 
the producer’s second appearance 
this year in an acting role, since 
he also took over the lead part 
several months ago in “Ride the 
Pink Horse.” “Citadel” was filmed 
by Metro some 15 years ago, but 
since the Lucky Strike series is not 
kinescoped, there is no problem of 
| film rights involved. 


Animal Act 
New tele stanza is being whipped 
up on which Milo Boulton will pre- 
sent animal acts and interview 
their trainers. Dick Linke will 





‘produce and Gene Schneider will 


script. 
Tt’ s tagged “The Original Animal 
Hour.” 
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Mr. Dough, like all good shoppers, knows where to 


look for values, He'll find the forthcoming 
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exceptionally useful, since it is designed to act as 
THE buying guide for the new radio and television 
season. 


Your advertisement in this Special Edition estab- 
lishes for you a ready reference to your station, name, 
talents, radio and TV background. Make your ad- 
vertising space reservation at: 


154 West 46th Street, New York 19 


612 No. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11 
6311 Yueca Street, Hollywood 28 


8 St. Martin's Pl., London, W.C, 2 
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HOW SUNDAY AT THE ZOO - | 
: ALAN DALE S ARMSTRONG’S CIRCLE THEA. 
: with Arnold Holop ensemble,| With William Bridges, Durwood (“Magnificent Gesture”) With Vers Gane Ratibe With” milton Berle, Sid Stone, 


Karen Rich, Sapphires (4); John 
Shafer, announcer; Jack Yellen, 
Danny Lewis, guests 
Producer-writer: Albert Black 
"30 Mins.; Fri., 11 p.m. 
WINSTON TV STORES 
WCBS-TV. New York 


Kirby 


Producer: Louis G. Cowan ke Brian Aherne, Margaret — Banghart, others 
| 


Hayes, Gene Barry, Elizabeth Producer: Hardie Freidber, 
Ross, Matt Briggs, Richard 15 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 4 
hw ae Shankland, Roland Hogue SNOW CROP MARKETERS 
Sustaining Producer: Hudson Faussett | NBC, from N. Y. 
ABC-TV, from New York Director: Garry Simpson | (Maxon) 
With kids continually fascinated Writer: James Garvin | Faye Emerson’s new show, “Fif- 


Henny Youngman, Tex McCrary 
& Jinx Falkenburg, Mindy Car- 
son, Martin & Lewis, Jane Pick- 
ens & Escourtiers, Robert Mer- 
rill, Desi Arnaz, Lucille Ball, 
Raye & Naldi, Verna Raymond, 
Eddie Fisher, Martin Bros., Jan 


Director: Gail Compton 
30 Mins.; Sun., 4:30 p.m. 
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( Sternfield-Godley ) 

Winston Television Stores have | 
used four different shows in this | 
‘late Friday period on WCBS-TYV, | 
N. Y., the best of the lot having | 


been “Bamboo,” which rounded 


up exotic and torrid talent from | 
The latest | 


the equatorial climes. 
entry, featuring Alan Dale, doesn’t 
measure up. 

Dale is a competent young sing- 
er on Columbia records, but he 
lacks the polish to carry off this 
emcee-vocalist assignment. For 
one thing, his chirping is ham- 
pered by his not having worked 
out a distinctive characterization 
or a homogeneous style. However, 
he comes off as a likable juve and 
with additional experience and 
better direction might click. 

A stiffer handicap is the budget 
and production given the stanza. 
Lack of rehearsal time was be- 
trayed by poor lighting that result- 
ed in obtrusive shadows, and stag- 
ing in 
blocked the faces of Karen Rich 
and the Sapphifes group. Miss 
Rich and the quartet were only 
so-so, which was pointed up by the 
failure to give them imaginative 
settings or production. However, 
selection of tunes was good. 


Guests on the preem Friday (9) | 


were Jack Yellin, the composer, 
some of whose tunes were done in 
a reprise of 1927 hits, and Danny 
Lewis, father of Jerry (Martin &) 
Lewis. The veteran vaudevillian 
did a parody of “Million Dollar 


Baby.” ,based on his son’s comedic | 


success. 


John Shafer’s commercials for 


Winston stores and Philco appli- | 
Opening of the | 
show, which placed a commercial] | 


ances were fair. 
before billboarding of the enter- 


held 
show. 


over from 


Bril. 





DUDE RANCH ROUNDUP 
With Rand Brooks, Mary Martin, 
Andy Parker and Plainsmen, Les 
Anderson, Milt Swift, Jack and 
Shirley, Marilyn Epperson, Lot- 
tie McIntyre, Wally Wallace, 
Martha Armetta, others 
Producers: Hal Davis, Joe Landis 
Director: Don Forbes 
60 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KLAC-TV, Los Angeles 
This one is similar in format to 
the growing number of variety 
shows that are hitting the TV 
screens. It parades more than 20 
turns in a dude ranch exterior set- 
ting, with Rand _ Brooks, recent 
juve lead in the Hopalong Cassidy 
westerns, as headlining emcee. 
There’s no pretense at confining 
acts to the western style and num- 
bers presented include virtually 
all types of solo and ensemble 
dances—schottishe, Spanish cape, 
¢ancan, square and hula—and many 
varieties of songs. On show caught, 
Milt Swift and his trained horse, 
Rusty, made several brief appear- 
ances, and Andy Parker and his 
Plainsmen cowboy quintet supplied 
all the accompanying music. 
Show unfolded at breakneck 
speed, with a number of the turns 
on only for two minutes. Brooks 
introduced each act quickly, and 
maintains a fast pace throughout. 
Also injected was a three-contes- 


tant beauty contest which will be | 
, ing in advance. 


# regular routine weekly. 

After opening cowboy tune by 
Parker and his aggregation, Mary 
Martin neatly delivered “Razzma- 
tazz.” and was followed by Swift 
and his horse. Les Anderson, re- 
cording artist on as a guest star, 
scored with two song numbers. 
Group of four girls and boys were 
on twice with square dance rou- 
tines, and Marilyn Epperson scored 
in the Spanish cape number. Lot- 
tie McIntyre did a hula, and Mar- 
tha Armetta delivered a South 
» American song. Most of the tunes 
appeared twice during the one-hour 
show. 

Hal Davis and Joe Landis are 
co-producers, with Don Forbes di- 
recting. Show, for a local station, 


is neatly packaged and routined, | 


which Dale or a_ guest 








by animals from far-off lands, this 
Who's Zoo stanza should click with | 
younger listeners. Some of it will | 


provide interesting viewing for, 
their parents. 
Show is done live from the. 


Bronx Zoological Gardens, N. Y.., | 
which means that occasionally 
there are dull stretches for grown- 
up dialers when the animals fail 
to do their tricks. Nevertheless, | 
enough happens to provide a fair | 
quota of entertainment and there’s 
a good deal of educational ma- 
terial in the commentary of Wil- 
liam Bridges, one of the zoo’s cura- 
tors, and emcee Durwood Kirby. 

On the preem Sunday (11) the 
cameras were in the Gorilla House, 
where a chimpanzee named Jimmy 
ate an ice cream pop in gentleman- 
ly fashion and an_ orang-utan |} 
named Andy played with a swing | 
and an empty beer keg. Stars of 
the telecast were a 422-pound 
male gorilla, Macoco, and his 294- 
pound mate, Oka. Piece de re- 
sistance came when one of the 
keepers wrestled with the female 
gorilla to demonstrate its good- 
naturedness. 

Moppets will see the beasts more 
intimately on the TV screen than 
they do in a trip to the park and 
the chatty information given by 
Bridges and Kirby should teach 
them about nature (for example, 
that gorillas are vegetarians and 
don’t attack men unless cornered). 
Technical handling of the airer was 
good, although at times the light- 
ing was off. Bril. 


“WHAT IS IT?” 
With Bob Lackman, Marvin Stein 


A | Producer: Gerald Law 
tainment, may lose the audience | 


the preceding | 


15 Mins.: Fri., 7:45 p.m. | 
HAMMER BEVERAGES 


| WOR, N. Y. 
' though they lacked the 


(Vinlaw, Inc.) 
Producers of “What Is It” left 
themselves open from the outset | 
with the selection of that title. | 


'Initial airing of show left that! 


question unanswered but indicated 
that it’s a pathetic attempt at en- 
tertainment which falls down on 


‘conception, production and execu- 


tion. 

Not all of it could be attributed 
to opening night roughspots. There | 
just isn’t enough substance in its 
basic elements to be taken seri- 
ously. 

Format has Bob Lackman em- 
ceeing a show which has artist 
Marvin Stein drawing objects or 
personalities which a_ telephone 
audience tries to guess. There are 
three sections to the drawing with 
three prizes to the correct guesser 
on the first batch, and which di-, 
minished to a single gift at com-— 
pletion of the sketch. Between the. 
calling of the contestants, Lack-. 
man plugs a line of soft-drinks, 
and drinks enough of the stuff to. 
float a loan. One of the virtues to 
the sponsor is the fact that the 
ginger ale exhibited has more 
sparkle than the gab. 

Although the focal point of the 
show is Stein’s charcoaling, there 
wasn’t a single closeup of the 
artist. Another drawback was the 
fact that the sketch-pad clearly 
showed where Stein had lightly 
gone through the complete draw- 
Jose. 


BLEACHERS CLUB 

With Manny Opper 
Director: Bill Hutchings 

190 Mins.; 1 p. m. 
ALLIANCE TENNA-ROTOR 
WBKB, Chicago 





(Allied Advertising) 

This adjacency to an adjacency | 
is the first of a duo of shows | 
WBKB has sold in spots preceding | 
its telecast of the Cubs baseball 
games. As such it’s aimed strict- 
ly at the ball fans. Show takes 
place in Balaban & Katz station’s 
favorite sidewalk location under 
the marquee of B&K’s State and 
Lake theatre with Manny Opper 


has a bundle of competent per-| doing a personable job with the 
formers, and clips along speedily. | man-on-the-street mike. 


The song, dance and specialty turns 


Stanza is a fairly successful at- 


are expertly spaced for maximum |tempt to get a little humor into 


effect. Walt. 





THE MILITARY BANDSTAND 

With Sgt. William Hardy, 
Samuel Kurtz and the Tune 
Pilots 

Producer-director: Harriett Robb 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p. m, CST 

Sustaining 

KEYL, San Antonio 


Program department of KEYL | 


has come up with a neat package 
in this telecast, spotlighting a dif- 


standardized 
| view 
| brought before 
CWwo | 


street sports inter-— 
Passersby are 
the camera and 
given a box seat ticket to the after- 
noon ballgame. Then they’re asked 


situation. 


‘a sports question and if they an- 
'swer it correctly Opper calls their 
‘employers to get permission for 
‘the employee to attend the game. 


If the question is missed, the con- 
testant has to make the call to 
the boss. 


Camera show caught 


work on 


ferent service band each week. In-/|(1) was ug to station’s standard. 
«smuch as this city is the site of Commercials were welJ-made film 


‘Continued on page 45) 


inserts. Dave. , 


30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 
ARMSTRONG CORK 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 


(BBD&O) 

This new series of half-hour 
dramatic shows made a graceful 
bow Tuesday night (6) via NBC- 
TV. Initial story, an original by 


| James Garvin titled “Magnificent 


Gesture,” was nothing out of the 


ordinary but carried a pleasantly- 
related mora}. Armstrong Cork, a 
floorcovering manufacturer,  re- 
portedly was forced into video 


through the success of its competi- 
tor’s (Congoleum-Nairn) “Garro- 
way at Large.” If the “Circle The- 
atre” can maintain the quality of 
the preem, Armstrong should reap 
much benefit from its TV’ing. 


Sponsor and its agency, BBD&O, 
are attempting to concentrate on 
simple, homespun stories, steering 
clear of suspense and whodunit 
yarns. “Gesture” was certainly in 
that groove. It was the tale of a 
newly-elected judge who, on im- 
pulse, handed $500 to a gal he’d 
never seen before. Result, of 
course, was near pandemonium 
but it all came out well. Motiva- 
tion behind the judge’s gesture 
was not too implausible but the 
windup was anti-climactic. 

Brian Aherne made a good judge 
and Margaret Hayes was okay as 
his wife. Contributing satisfactor- 
ily was Elizabeth Ross, as the un- 
lucky recipient of the gift. Gene 
Barry, as her husband, overplayed 


' slightly, while Matt Briggs posed 


naturally as the villain. Richard 
Shankland and Roland Hogue were 
proficient in lesser roles. 
Armstrong plugs. presented in a 
dignified manner by announcer 


| Nelson Case and Kay Campbell, 


should do a good.selling job, even 
intimate 
informality given the Congoleum 
commercials by Dave Garroway. 
Stal. 


YOUR MUSICAL HOSTESS 
With Sue Yager, others 
Director: Ted Baughn 
15 Mins.; Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
FORST PACKING COMPANY 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Soprano Sue Yager, sponsored by 
an Albany bank for 39 weeks, is 


ing concern, under a changed for- 
mat. Opener was not too impres- 
sive, due to uncertainty in the pro- 


| jection of an idea and to over-ad- 


vertising. Miss Yager, attired in 
boots, breeches and blouse, worked 
against a forest background, with 
five Boy Scouts as companions on 
a picnic. Martha Brooks, wearing 
a summer dress, came unexpected- 
ly into the woodland picture for a 
long dissertation on Forst frank- 


furters and a fountain pen give- 


away. To make the plugging ines- 
capable, the kids munched hotdogs 
and rolls during much of the quar- 
ter-hour, Misses Yager and Brooks 


‘joining them briefly. 


Placed in an awkward position, 
the blond, photogenic Miss Yager 
sang skillfully and guided her 
charges charmingly. Program 
looks a good bet with necessary 
polishing and advertising = 

aco. 
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Tele Follow-Up 


*POetGoeoewoeeen sere « 


CBS introduced its new kine- 


scope recording process on the Ed 


Wynn show Tuesday night ‘6) and 


‘came up with film quality that was | 
many times superior to that pre-. 


viously in use. While still not up 
to the standards of live video 
transmissions, the CBS kine could 
be compared favorably in every 
way with the best in TV _ films. 
Kine had little of the “snow” and 
fuzzy quality of earlier shows and 
the sound was uniformly excellent. 


Web should have a good argument | 


to give Camels, which reportedly 


is thinking of dropping the Wynn! 
stanza because the poor kine qual- | 


ity until now has militated against 
its ratings. 


New process, worked out by the. 


CBS engineering staff, involves 
two major changes. Where pre- 
viously both 16m and 35m sight 


and sound were recorded on the) 
'made for pleasant warm-weather 


same track, the web now uses a 
35m negative film and records the 
sound separately on magnetic tape. 
Tape and film are kept on two 
separate reels and reproduced on 
separate machines, which are syn- 
chronized as closely as _ possible. 
By scanning the negative film, the 
web has avoided the loss of quality 


_the glamour-girl course. 
little that’s distinctive about this 
\latest opus 


‘finally found 


teen With Faye,” makes par for 
There's 


} which hasn't been 
viewed on previous shows of this 
genre. It’s evident that Miss Emer- 
son’s numerous forays before the 


tern which by now seems too 
deeply grooved for added interest. 

In this show, she has the assist- 
ance of Kenneth Banghart in the 
gab depari:nent. He’s alongside 
Miss Emerson ‘»r part of the dis- 
play, chiming in with stories and 
elping provide a degree of move- 
iaent. Paul and Grace Hartman, 
guests on the initial show, were on 
for too brief a period inasmuch as 
they had to go on shortly in their 
legiter “Tickets, Please.” 

Show is handsomely dressed in 
a terrace setting with a maid in 
constant service to bring on her 
sponsor’s products. The commer- 
cials are okay, but it’s evident that 
the teddy-bear costumed plugger is 
likely to become annoying because 
of extreme archness. Jose. 


THE MAGIC SLATE 
With Peter Conlow, Bob Borlek, 

Homer Yates, Wyley Hancock, 

Don Peggins, Valorie McElory 
Producer: Norman Grant 
Writer: Charlotte B. Chorpenning 
TV Director: Lyn King 
30 Mins.; Fri., 7 p.m. (CDT) 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Chicago 

The initial segment (3) of “Magic 
Slate,” dramatic series sharing al- 
ternate weeks during the summer 
with “Quiz Kids,” was something 
like an unexciting gift encased in 
attractive wrappings. The staging, 
including a live brook, was ex- 
cellent. The production was ably 
handled by two directors, with 
Bob Hopkins directing the cast and 
Lyn King working with the camera 
crew. But the final product missed 
as anything but kiddie fare because 
of a weak story line and unfortu- 
nate casting in the _ supporting 
roles. 

The story, an adaptation of the 
treasure hunt sequence from Mark 
Twain’s “Tom Sawyer,” lost most 
|of the flavor of the original. Little 
suspense was created even for the 
|kiddies when Tom Sawyer and 
Huck Finn, exploring the “hanted 
house” for pirates loot, were inter- 


; rupted by meanies Injun Joe and 
now angeled by a Kingston pack- Hooper. 


The hiding Tom and 
Huck were conveniently saved 
from detection when a boat whistle 
reminded Injun Joe it’s time to 
leave for town. 
prise to the viewers when the lads 


some loose bricks in the fireplace. 
They stood out like a stop light. 
Peter Conlow, from the “Lend 
an Ear” cast caught much of the 
feeling of the Tom Sawyer role. 


But Bob Borlek failed to project | 
too well as Huck. Wyley Hancock | 


was an vnbelievably grammatical 
Injun Jim and Homer Yates was a 
bit stiff as Hooper. Valorie Mc- 
Elory and Don Peggins were ade- 
quate in their brief bits. 

Series, which will continue to be 
based on adaptations of literary 
standards, may well draw increas- 
ing interest as family fare should 


scripting on subsequent stanza’s 
live up to the rest of the produc- 
tion. Dave. 
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usually resulting in printing a 
positive from a negative reel. 


Entertainment-wise, the show 
was up to the usual Wynn stand- 
ards. Comic’s zanyisms projected 
extremely well and he was _ sur- 
rounded with a group of standout 
guests, including Frances Lang- 
ford, Dick and Dot Remy and Ben 
Wrigley. Latter is a funny comic 
with an amazing facility for body 
contortion. Lud Gluskin’s orch 
provided solid musical backing, 
and production and direction by 
Harlan Thompson and Ralph Levy 
were good. 





CBS-TV’s “Play’s the Thing” tied 
in with the summer weather last 
Friday night (9) by presenting one 
of Ferenc Molnar’s lighthearted ro- 
mantic comedies, “The Swan.” Ex- 
cellently acted against a nice back- 
drop of its mythical middle Euro- 
pean kingdom, the hour-long show 


viewing in its tale of the princess 
falling in love with a lowly tutor. 
Molnar gave it one of his unex- 
pected endings, however, to escape 
any charges of triteness, which 
was carried out neatly by the cast. 
Grace Kelly turned in a master- 


«(Continued on page 52) 


Murray, Janis Paige, Clem Mc- 





. | 150 Mins.; 
orthicons have formed a glib pat- | 


It came as no sur- | 


the booty behind 


Carthy, Jesse, James & Cornell, 

George Tapps, others 
Producers: Irving Gray, Bill Gar- 

den 
Director: Arthur Knorr 
(One time) Sat., 9:30 

p.m. 

NBC, from N. Y. 

“Show of the Year,” a benefit for 
the cerebral palsy sufferers, was 
one of the lushest variety shows 
presented to date. There was more 
talent on display than in a brace 
of sponsored vaudeo exhibits, and 
as much entertainment as the video 
spectrum has ever offered in one 
dose. This two and a half hour 
stanza was reminiscent of Madison 
Square Garden at the height of the 
benefit era. 

Milton Berle, an old hand at 
marathon length displays, emceed. 
He was in good form. It was the 
familiar Berle with many familiar 
lines and his usual exuberant self. 
His conferenciering helped the 
various acts get off to a good start 
and added spice between innings. 

Acts were of topnotch calibre, 
with every performer making a 
good impression. Standout were 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
who came over from the Copaca- 
bana, N.‘Y., to break up the audi- 
ence. Duo highlighted their turn 


There was one bit that didn’t 
seem too kosher. Henny Young- 
man, who was just about getting 
into high-gear, was stopped in the 
middle of a line by Berle. The 
time element made it necessary to 
run the kinescope of the Belmont 
Stakes. 

Other acts that showed up in- 
cluded Mindy Carson, Jane Pick- 


| with the punch-drunk bit. 


ens and the Escourtiers, Eddie 
Fisher, Robert Merrill, Georgie 
Tapps, Tex and Jinx McCrary, 


Desi Arnaz and Lucille Ball, Ma™ 
tin Bros., Mary Raye and Naldi, 
Verna Raymond, Jan Murray, Clem 
McCarthy, Janis Paige, and others. 

The pitches for funds were well 
presented. Interviews with a 
couple of palsy sufferers by the 
McCrarys, seemed to sum up the 
situation completely. 

The show’s direction was almost 


perfect. Although there were 
times when it was evident that 
some additional rehearsal time 


could have been used, expert call- 
ing of the shots made for a smooth 
continuity. Sets were also in top 
taste. The circus barker motif 
with Sid Stone making the opening 
spiel, made for a good opening. 
Alan Roth’s orchestra provided ex- 
cellent showbacking. Jose. 





CAFE CONTINENTAL 
With Isabel Bigley; Claude Fred- 
eric, host; guests 


15 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p.m. 


Producer: John Nasht 

CONMAR ZIPPERS 

WNBT, New York 
(Weintraub ) 

“Cafe Continental” is a 15-min- 
ute vidpic series, filmed in Lon- 
don, and a capsule version of one 
of the BBC’s top tele stanzas. By 
American standards it fails to es- 
tablish entertainment values. 

Opening and closing of the offer- 
ing is the same each week. It be- 
gins with a uniformed doorman 
opening the door of the cafe, al- 
lowing the camera to pan the photo 
display briefly and -then catches” 
the maitre de, Claude Frederic, as 
he welcomes the viewers. Stiffness 
with which the bit is lensed is be- 
trayed by its weekly repetition. 
Same goes for the close, in which 
Frederic is on the phone consolin 
a customer who can’t get in an 
inviting him to see it next week. 

‘Being done on film, “Cafe” can 
catch the club atmosphere by cut- 
ting in shots of dancing and ap- 
plauding payees, but the quality of 
camerawork and editing is poor. In 
the kickoff segment on last Thurs- 
day’s (8) show, the Rastellis’ tram- 
poline act suffered from angles 
that indicated cramped studio 
space and cut off some of the acro- 
batics. In a bit during which the 
Continental Strings — the Hun- 
garian Rhapsody there were too 
few changes of angle, which made 
a visually dull number more so. ~ 

Isabel Bigley, a so-so chirper, 
was further hindered by poor dub- 
bing in of her voice. The slightly 
off synchronization and the dis- 
crepancy between her distance 
from the camera and her closeness 
to the mike interfered with the 
tune’s impact. Third act in the 
quarter-hour show was a fair ball- 
room terp team, Florence and 
Frederic. All told, “Cafe” fails 
to prove that continental talent is 
better than that on U S. vaudeo. 

Film commercials for ConmaPr 
zippers, which show the slide fas- 
teners in men’s, women’s and chil- 





| rons clothes, were neatly done. 
Bril. 
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- U.S. STEEL HOUR 
With NBC Symphony Orchestra, 
Fritz Reiner guest conductor, 
Bidu Sayao soloist; Roger Pryor, 
narrator; Norman Brokenshire, 
George Hicks, announcers 
Producer: Don Gillis 
Scripter: Claris Ross 
60 Mins., Sun., 8:30 p.m. 
U. S. STEEL 
NBC, from N. Y. 
(BBD&O) 
Recently returned from its tri- 


With Allen Funt; Don Hollenbeck, 
narrator; Ken Roberts, announc- 

| er; Bernie Green orch 

| Producers: Funt, Al Slep, Phil Pol- 

| lard, Sonny Fex 

| 30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m, 

| PHILIP MORRIS 

_CBS, from New York 


(Biow) 


| CANDID MICROPHONE 
| 


| Return of “Candid Microphone” | 


' to the airwaves, and with a sponsor 


(it was a sustainer on ABC), is a 


Segments on the. 


umphant coast-to-coast tour under, welcome item. 
its regular maestro, Arturo Tos-| preem Tuesday (6) ranged from 


canini, the NBC Symphony Or- fair to excellent, but with the mem- | 


chestra began a summer series ory of some of the gems on the 
Sunday (11), with Fritz Reiner as original show and the lack of the 
first of a lis. of guest conductors. visual interest that “Candid Cam- 
Orch showed hardly any strains era” achieves there were disap- 
of fatigue or staleness from the | pointing stretches on the opening 
recent trek. and under the wise: broadcast. 
guidance of the vet opera and Best of the episodes was one in 
symph batonist, Reiner, achieved which the candid mike accompa- 
some stunning effects. Particu-| nied a Dodger fan and a Limey 
larily so, in the three dances from sailor to Ebbets Field for the lat- 
Falla’s “Three Cornered Hat.” ter’s first baseball game. The 
“@rch also sounded lush and opu-) foreign cricket-lover’s puzzlement 
lent in Berlioz’s “Roman Carni- over diamond slang such as “going 
vai” Overture, and in Strauss’ to the showers” and his sponta- 
“Die Fledermaus” Overture. Last- neous comments on the national 
named was occasionally taken at. pastime made fresh and entertain- 
too deliberate a pace, but that’s jng air fare. 
a matter of taste. There was a fair bit in the pa- 
n its second season of summer tient and good-natured reactions of 
s} nsorship by U. S. Steel, the g bus terminal information clerk 
orci reprised last year’s “chil- to Funt’s incessant questioning 
dren’s corner” feature, presenting about a particular trip. However, 
three Hungarian Sketches by Bar- this sort of bedeviling can be over- 
tok. Soloist was the Met’s Bra- done, and it was, with Funt posing 
zilian soprano, Bidu Sayao, in two ag a lost-and-found clerk and driv- 


numbers, Villa-Lobos’ “Bachianas 
Brazilieras”’ No. 5 and “One Fine 
Day” from “Madame Butterfly.” 
The Villa-Lobos work, heard for 
the first time on the air, was ¢ 
tricky bit of wordless vocalise 
and humming, which the soprano 
didn’t always negotiate success- 
fully. She was much better in the 
Puccini aria, although in both 
numbers she suffered from too 
heavy orchestral accompaniment. 

Roger Pryor was his usual deft 
host, and Norman Brokenshire the 
announcer. George Hicks handled 
the Steel commercials in his usual 
easy, convincing fashion, the plugs 
themselves being, as always, brief 
and in good taste. One of the two 
plugs was of general nature, for 
the Kaycee Centennial ee 

ron. 


“"UPTOWN SKYLINE 


With Billy Rowe 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 7 p.m. 
Participating 
WLIB, New York 

Negro disk jockey Billy Rowe 
spins an entertaining enough hour 


program, which, as always, is 
marred by too many and_ too 
lengthy commercials. If adver-| 


tisers who participate on these 
platter-spinning sessions would 
only realize that they harm their | 
cause more than they help it by 
insisting on a dragged-out blurb 
after every disk, this program (and 
those like it) would make far more 
pleasurable listening. 

As it is, Rowe makes the most 
of what little time he gets between 
spiels for television sets, auto 
brokerage firms, etc. Jock has a 
pleasing voice and mike manner, 
and on the program caught (9) he 
chose a nice variety of songs and’! 
A Sinatra ballad followed | 
a jump tune by a Negro orch, Tony 
Martin’s “There’s No Tomorrow” 
came after Erskine Hawkins’ “Tux- 
edo Junction,” and so on, with the 
whole disk selection showing a 
good appreciation of the values of 
showmanship. Rich. 





WAGON WHEELS 
With Burrill Smith 
30 Mins.; Sun. 2 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


“Wagon Wheels,” fashioned and 
guided by Burrill Smith, rolls 
smoothly down the road of Ameri- 
can folksongs and ballads, with de- 
tours into their counterparts else- 
where. Smith backgrounds the 
transcribed music with a commen- 
tary, to string accompaniment, 
that combines straight history, 


ing one claimant to near despera- 
tion. 

It becomes uncomfortable, rather 
than amusing, to hear an unsus- 
pecting victim harassed. However, 
where there is a reason behind the 
needling—such as Funt’s posing 
as a choosy job-hunting chauffeur 
to vex an over-finicky employer— 
the humor of human foibles comes 
over, 

Don Holienbeck’s narration was 
warm and well tailored to the ma- 
terial. The middle commercial, 
which used the candid technique, 
was standout. Concealed mike was 
in a jewelry store where a woman 
shopping for a _ cigaret holder 
agreed to make the Philip Morris 
nose test. 
for PM’s mildness when compared 
with her own brand was both easy 
to listen to and convincing. 

Bril. 


THE SAINT 

With Vincent Price, others 
Director: Helen Mack 
Producer: James L. Saphier 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC, from Hollywood 


Subbing for the _ vacationing 


Phil Harris-Alice Faye show, “The | 


Saint” is a slick mystery -type 
show. While this airer follows the 
mechanical formulas in manufac- 
turing its plots, the scripting man- 
ages to inject a distinctive flavor 
of wit into the routine proceed- 
ings. As for the delineation of 
Leslie Charteris’ character, the 
Saint is skillfully rojected by 
Vincent Price as a cultured modest 
sleuth. 

Yarn of the kickoff show (11) re- 
volved around a prize-fight which 
ends in the murder of one of the 
boxers. Complications unfolded 


|along the conventional routes un- 
| til the culprit was forced to show 
| his hand by the Saint’s adept prob- 


| ing. 


There was nothing new in 
this except for some occasional 
flashes of humor in the depiction 
of some fight-game personalities. 
The laughs weren't _ sufficient. 
however, to upset any mystery 
fan’s appreciation of the yarn’s 
| spinning to its appointed end. 
sek) ie 


SKIP FARRELL SHOW 





With Jack Kelly, Station Wagon) 


Seven; Bill Hamilton, announcer 
| Producer-writer: Jay Randall. 
'15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Thurs., 9:15 
|. p.m. 

CHICAGO MOTOR CLUB 
| WCFL, Chicago 


| Although pretty standard fare, 


'this musical strip should make for 


Her ad lib testimonial | 


superstition’s role in folk tunes,; good listening for those with a 
and mythology. A number of so-| taste for the tunes of yesteryear. 
ealled western and hillbilly shows Major asset, besides the facile bari- 
ride the ether waves hereabouts, | toning of Skip Farrell, is the heavy 
but no other has the informative | reliance upon old standards with 
and philosophical commentary that | their nostalgic values. Old faves 
Smith presents. jare_ briskly cornballed by Jack 


Program should hold the interest | Kelly and the Station Wagon 
of those who like true folk airs. It) 5¢ven. 
has a sameness that may militate} On show heard (8) Farrell 


against sustained listening by some | scored best with “I’ll Count Every 
, dialers for 30 minutes, week in| Star” and “Tabu.” Supporting of 
and week out. Perhaps the inclu- these ballads by the Station Wagon 
sion of current high-popular native | Crew wasn’t the best; they did bet- 
music give the show broader ap-' ter working on oldtimers “Margie” 
peal. Smith’s selection of ergy od per “Three Little Words.” 

and transcriptions—artists are un- As is the growin racti 
named—is usually discriminating. | local “AM an, this (oor bon 
Writing and production are first|a couple of mail-pulling gadgets— 
class. Smith, WGY staffer, reads a tune request and free booklet 
the bridging in a clear though offer describing client’s services. 
rather flat voice, and measured Sponsor's institutional plugs, in- 


style. Feature, one of three Sun- | cludins a pitch for highway saf 
re, ee S y ety, 

day e.t. musical segments is aptly were put over well ~ Bill Hamil. 

titled. Jaco. (ton. Dave. 


THE TRUITTS 
With John Dehner, Constance 





Crowder, Jane Webb, Dawn 
Bender, Eddie Firestone, Parley | 
Baer, Charles Woolf, Miriam | 
Jay; Arch Presby, announcer | 
V’riters: Doris and Frank Hursley | 





Producer - Director: Andrew C. | 
Love 

30 Mins., Sun., 3 p.m. 

Sustaining 


NBC, from Hollywood 

“The Truitts” is one of the | 
‘initial sustainers in the crop of | 
new shows circuiting the NBC} 
kilocycles this summer. This one 
is a light, fluffy family situation 
comedy geared strictly for sum- 
mertime audiences. The initial in- 
stallment last Sunday (11) was 
mildly diverting, and if it misses 
out as a big-league comedy entry 
it’s primarily because the Truitts 
\(father, mother, son, daughters, 
grandpa, etc.) are out of the same 
cloth as a multitude of similar 
type shows that have become radio 
staples. 

Doris and Frank Hursley, the 
scripters, seem to have ransacked 
the situation comedy files for the 
old standard cliches, both in lines 
and situation, so that the listener 
is inured to a feeling of “here we 
go again.” None of the elements 
suggesting something refreshing 
are to be found among the Truitt | 
tribe. On top ot everything, 
everybody plays it too broadly. 
Rose. 


WDET DIGEST 

With Jerry Sherman 
Producer: Sherman 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m, 
WDET-FM, Detroit 

This new, experimental program, 
| with Jerry Sherman, presents a re-, 
capitulation of what WDET-FM, 
the UAW (CIO) owned and oper- 
ated station, considers to be the 
week’s outstanding labor news. It’s 
designed for weekend listeners. 

It’s a good idea, but the initial 
broadcast Sunday (4) fell short of 
the intent. The quality of the tape 
recordings was poor and the splic- 
ing could have been cleaner and 
more concise. 

The opener was a recording of 
UAW President Walter Reuther 
| speaking at a rally pertaining to 
| the recently-settled 100-day Chrys- 
ler strike. It was a poor opener be- 
cause of the staleness of the news. 

Next was a recording of the 
Golden Jubilee of the Internation- | 
al Ladies Garment Workers con- 
vention in Atlantic City. The com- 
mentator, Gus Tayler, announced 
that Lou Frankel would give an ac- 
count of the parade. Frankel’s “‘ac- 
count” was a very few uninterest- 
|ing words unworthy of inclusion in 
ithe digest. 

The speech by the garment 
worker’s president, David Dubin- 
sky, could hardly be understood, 
the recording was so bad. Oscar} 
Ewing, Federal Security Adminis- | 
trator who addressed the conven- | 
tion, fared much better. A _ piece 
spoken by Sam Levine, star of the 
garment workers’ new film, “With 
These Hands,” couldn't be consid- 
ered “news” under any circum- 
stances. Next was a very good re- 
cording of Trygve Lie, of the UN, 
telling of his talk with Stalin and! 
his plan for ending the cold war. 

Orville Linck. local chairman of | 
the Americans for Democratic Ac- 
tion chapter, was presented in a 
telephone recording, giving his an- 
|swer to a Detroit Free Press edi- | 
| torial concerning Detroit’s housing 
problems. 
| The concluding recording was 
|that of Reuther talking to report- 
lers after signing of the General 
|Motors contract. Reuther’s voice 
faded at crucial points and Sher- 
man failed to dramatize the event. 

Tew. 











DINNER BELL JAMBOREE 
With Calico Kids, Lost John Miller; 

Clif Mercer, m.c. 

30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
WLOU, Louisville 

Making a pitch 
listeners, both rural and urban, | 
who like their music in the hillbilly | 
genre, WLOU has come up with a} 
jamboree-type show that stacks up 
well against daytime competition, 
which is mostly in the hillbilly and | 
news category on most local sta-| 
tions, particularly around high 
noon. 
billies are fresher, and register | 
with more bounce than some of 
the older aggregations, who have | 
been airing for so long, that they’re | 
getting complacent. | 

Calico kids, with two electric and | 
one steel guitar, fiddle and bass, | 
give out with the request tunes. 
Vocals and _ occasional “down 
home” chatter are dished out by, 
Lost John Miller. He’s a song-| 
writer and has the hillbilly lingo 
down pat. 

Emcee Clif Mercer has show biz 
backgroun® and fits into the hill- 
billy atmosphere in pat style. Show 
has studio audience, and generates 
considerable rustic _ hilarity 
throughout. Wied. 





for noontime | 








'committed by 


| somewhat 


SATAN’S WAITIN’ 
With Frank Graham, announcer 
Writer: Joei Malone 
Producer: Joe Rines 
30 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. 
COLGATE 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Sherman & Marquette) 

As summer sub for the “Mr. & 
Mrs. North,”* this series is one oi 
that evergreen airlane species of 
mystery shows. Scripter Joel Ma- 
lone, in attempting to put a new 
twist on this dramatic show, has 
come up with one of the most ven- 
erable, not to say hoariest, devices 
in literature—the use of the devil 
as the plot manipulator. Malone, 
however, has a flashy style and puts 


enough complications and violence | 
into the yarn to sustain complete | 


attention. 
Opening drama unfolded a yarn 


replete with psychological aberra- | 


tions, murders and a finale in 
which the culprits received their 
deserts in a complex double-cross. 
Satan, in this session, was the ad- 


visor of a chauffeur who falls for) 


his employer’s wife, a two-timing 
neurotic. 
ing around with other men, the 
chauffeur attempts to pin a mur- 
der rap on the Zal via an elaborate 
frameup. He succeeds, but in re- 
turn gets tagged with a murder 
the gal. Pertorm- 
ances were handled by a compe- 
tent cast which is being kept in-| 
cognito for some strange reason. 
Plugs for the bankroller were 
handled by Frank Graham in a 
straightforward manner. 


es 


Herm. 


| TOP SECRET 
| With Ilona Massey, 


Carl Emery, 
Leon Janney, Paul Levitt, Fran- 
cis Bethencourt, Bill Lipton, 
Connie Lembcke; music, Dr. Roy 
Shield; announcer, Fred Collins | 

Writer: Allan Sloane 

Producer-Director: Harry Junkin 

30 Mins.; Mon., 10:30 p.m. 

NBC, from New York 
As a replacement for the private 

eye meller, “Christopher London,” 

NBC delved into World War Il 

espionage for idea material and} 

came up with “Top Secret,” which 
bowed Monday night (12). Conti- 
nental intrigue is always a fasci- 
nating source for fiction 
writer Allan Sloane gave “Night | 

Train to Berlin,” initial installment | 

in the series, a fairly good dramatic 

dressing. 

Taking the edge off 
is the fact that cloak- 
and-dagger _ stuff 
rather copiously over most of the 
nets in recent months. 


| Ilona Massey, who plays the lead, | 


should help pull listeners to this 
transcribed program. Another 
strong point is the fine produc- 


tion and musical score handed the | 
, Show. ) 
effects and background music were 


In fact, at times the sound 


so compelling as to overshadow the 
story itself. 
Sloane’s yarn had Miss Massey 


posing as a hotel manicurist to pick | 


up vital info for the allies. Her 


undercover work built to a climax | 


when she killed a Gestapo agent 
on the Geneva-Berlin express when 
he became wise to her identity. Her 
slight accent helped make her per- 
formance the more realistic. Carl 
Emery was amply sinister as the 
Nazi agent and the supporting cast 
measured up. Withal, “Top Secret” 
is reasonably good summer enter- 
tainment although its general plot 
structure is strongly reminiscent 
of a Hollywood “B” action aa 
Gilb. 


MR. HOBBY LOBBY 

With Dave Elman ' 
Writer-producer-director: Elman 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WFDR, N. Y. 

Dave Elman, whose “Hobby 
Lobby” has been aired by most 
major outlets in New York over 
the past decade, is the newest con- 
tender in the disk jockey sweep- 


Stakes. As conductor of “Mr. 
Hobby Lobby,” a late afternoon 
across-the-board show on WFDR, 


N. Y., he spins stories and recorded 
songs throughout the session that 
add up to a fairly diverting 60 min- 


On Friday’s stanza (9), Elman) 


breezily described his recent ex- 
periences in Lyndhurst, N. J., mag- 
istrate’s court where he was fined 


for a traffic violation. Docket was | 
Only difference is. WLOU’s | crowded with squabbling neighbors | 


and he wrung plenty of human in- 

terest out of recounting the facts 

9 several of the cases before 
ar. 

Each problem before the court 
cued a song which represented the 
“essence” of the case. A _ tough 
poser, for example, brought on a 
platter of “Bewitched, Bothered 
and Bewildered.” Elman’s racon- 
teuring decidedly freshens up those 
awkward waits between disks. His 
sole fault was an occasional ten- 
dency to let the story become too 
long and involved. If he can keep 
the show as interesting in the fu- 
ture as the one caught, there’s no 
reason why “Mr. Hobby Lobby” 


oan snare a fair slice of dialers, 


Gilb. 


Maddened by her play-| 


| who make 
| up to its promise via recordings of 


and | 


“Secret” | 
has been aired | 


However, | 
the name of Hungarian film actress | 


THE CHORALIERS 

With Frank Knight, announcer 
Producer-Director: Alan Cartoun 
30 Mins.; Sun., 2:39 p.m. 
LONGINES-WITTNAUER WATCH 


co. 
CBS, from N. Y. 
(Victor A. Bennett) 

With a repertoire of American 
_tunes ranging from pop to classi- 
cal, the Choraliers provide Sunday 
|afternoon listeners with a pleasant 
; half-hour of melodious vocalizing. 
| All male group, headed by Eugene 
Lowell, offers interesting arrange- 
ments and handles itself with ease 
and knowhow. Outfit has been in 
|Operation since September, 1948, 
when it made its radio debut over 
CBS' “Festival of Song.” 

On program caught (4), the 
chorus opened with a robust “June 
Is Bustin’ Out All Over.” Other 
numbers offered included “Oh, 
| Promise Me,” “Juanita,” “The Girl 
of Mv Dreams,” “I Love a Lassie” 
and “Give Me One Hour.” A spir- 
itual was also thrown in for good 
results. 

Commercials, though numerous, 
;}were polished and were pitched 
|with finesse by announcer Frank 
Knight. Gros. 


CBS NEWS ON THE RECORD 
With John Trimb'e, narrator 
Producer: Larry Beckerman 
| Seripter: Robert Nichols 
15 Mins., Sat., 6:15 p.m. 
Participating 
WTOP-CBS, Washington 

This documentary account of the 
headlines of the’ week offers the 
news in a_ pleasantly divested, 
skillfully edited version. Teeing 
off with the annonncement that 
program will reproduce the actual 
voices of “the men and women 
the news,” airer lives 


interviews, major speeches, press 
conferences, etc. General effect is 
live and absorbing. 

Initial vrogram, May 27. was 
carefully devised to start off on a 
serious note and wind up on the 
lighter, human interest side. To 
the extent that a set pattern can 
be used in a news broadeost, this 
will probably emerge as the for- 
mat, with changes as they are in- 
dicated. Interestingeangle is that, 
though show originates from the 
| capital, and is. for the present. a 
local presentation. he mike moves 
| all over the country for the news. 
This should have special avpeal 
for localties who have grown in- 
different to government brass 
through close association via loéal 
|radio. The tape techniaue gives 
the show vreat scope and a news- 
reel auality. 

Preem of the 13-week series 
featured such diversified items as 
|} an interview with the press officer 
of the U. S. Embassy in Prague, 
who was expelled by the Czech 
rovernment. His account of the 
U. S. librarv in that city before 
the Commies shuttered it. im- 
| pressed as intensely interesting 
and new to most listeners. 

On the other hand, the inter- 
view with the two seamen returned 
from Red China was fuzzv and 
difficult to follow, largely due to 
the subiects themselves. 

A pickun from the press confer- 
ence of UN Secretary Trvgve Lie, 
a “Better Business” speech by Sec- 
retarv of Commerce Sowver ard 
ILGWU speech by the Vice Presi- 
dent: an_ interview with the 
“Driver of the Year.”: and one 
with the two juve winners of a 
recent national spelling bee, com- 
pleted the show. Though interest 
necessarily varied with the subh- 
ject. general level was hich, and 
production was smooth. Narrator 
John Trimble handles his chores 
ablv. and producer Beckermon 
avoids confusion in changing sub- 
jects. 

Though program promises that 
all material used will be new for 
WTOP iisteners, complications 
will’ set in if the show goes net. 
It’s a likely candidate for wider 
distrihutions. and danger of repe- 
tition could be hurdled even on a 
national basis. 

Sponsorship is planned on a par- 





minute spots showing up on first 
program. _ Lowe. 


OF SONGS AND STORIES 
With Ken Meeker, Bill Pickett, 
| Herbie Koch, Philip Katz, guest 
| Producer: Pete Katz 
Writer> Ken Meeker 
| 30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WHAS, Louisville 

Combining the talents of. Ken 
Meeker, who has had a long run 
with “That’s the Story’ Mondays 
through Fridays on WHAS at 9 
a.m., with those of Herbie Koch, 
organist and Bill Pickett, staff 
baritone, “Of Songs and Stories” 
Shapes as listenable fare for the 
summer months. Meeker is writer 
and narrator of the show, and mu- 
sie portions are nicely integrated 
by Koch and Pickett. 

Guesting at stanza caught was 


(Continued on page 54) 
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numerous air bases and army es- | chestra, conducted by Dr. Max Rei- 
tablishments, a wide variety of|ter; Cliff Gillette and his band 
bands, as well as entertainers, is from Club Sevenoaks, the Texas 
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offered. 

On telecast caught the Tune Pi- 
jots from Lackland Air Force Base 
were featured. Band is conducted 
py Chief Warrant Officer Samuel 
Kurtz. Music played by the group, 
composed of five sax, three trum- 
pets, two saxaphones and drums, 
bass fiddle and piano, measured up 
in quality and tempo to many name 
bands. Group was well placed, 
with the camera able to spot in- 
dividual or group soloists. 

Theme of the _ telecast was 
“Teamed for Defense” and fea- 
iured, as guests, representatives of 
each armed forces. Each was in- 
terviewed by Sgt. William Hardy, 
who serves as program m. c. Hardy 
also introduced the official armed 
forces songs which were played by 
the band saluting the _ various 
branches, 

Program moved along at a swift 
pace. Lighting, sets and camera 
work were adequate. 


WHAT AM I BID? 
With Hal Tunis 
Director Gerald Law 
30 Mins., Thurs.; 7:30 p.m. 
Universal Food Markets of N.J. 
WOR-TV, N.Y. 

(Vinlaw ) 

Evidently taking its cue from 
ABC-TV’s” giveaway, ‘“Auction- 
Aire,”” WOR-TV has thrown its hat 
into the ring with this new weekly 
series, patterned along the same 
lines. 
to offer entertainment-wise, 
with a giveaway format that doesn’t 
entail knowing any special an- 
swers, program may draw the audi- 
ence its sponsor wants. 

Show, however, has little to offer 
viewers in New York, since the 
only eligible participants are those 


who shop in New Jersey’s Universal 


Food Markets. .With Hal Tunis 
playing auctioneer, articles offered 
are bid for with receipts obtained 
with purchases made at Universal. 
Studio audience and home viewers 
take part in the bidding with the 
Jatter given an additional number 
of seconds to phone in their bids. 
On the initial show all the mer- 
chandise offered was copped by 
bids made over the phone. 
Throughout the show foodstuffs 
and housewares sold at Universal 
markets are spotlighted. Tunis 
appeared slightly nervous on the 
opening shot, but will probably fall 
into the groove in due time. Pro- 
vram could use a little more or- 
ganization and not have Tunis 
jouting certain products while the 
audience is supposed to be bidding. 
Occasional shots of the studio 
audience making bids wouldn't 
hurt either and would give the 
show a little motivation. As _ it 
stands, only Tunis, an array of 
different products sold by Univer- 
sal and a femme contingent of 
telephone operators are brought 
into focus. However, whether 
faulty or not, show is giving some- 
ihing away for practically nothing 
and it’s doubtful whether those 
who can take part in the proceed- 
ings will turn up their noses at 
that. Gros. 





STRIKE BACK 
With Hull Youngblood, Bill Sho- 
mette, Jerry Lee, Bud Vinson, 
guests 
Producers-directors: 
Dick Perry 
5 hrs.; Sun, (4), 2 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOAI-TV, San Antonio 
One of the largest arrays of lo- 
tal celebrities and entertainers ever 
assembled paraded before the 
WOAI-TV cameras during a spe- 
cial five-hour telecast for the bene- 
fit of the 1950 Cancer Crusade. 
J he variety show launched an in- 
‘ensive drive to raise $28,000 for 
ihe Bexar County unit of the Amer- 
ican Cancer Society. It brought 
to the camera firsthand reports on 
what the dread disease can do and 
what is being done to combat it 
across the nation. Especially was 
this true during the interview of 


Jerry Lee, 


« . ° 
“teve Wilhelm, a throat cancer vic- | 


‘im. Wilhelm was formerly heard 
over the Texas 
#S commentator for the Grand 
Prize Brewing Co. 
. More than 3,000 phone calls 
were received in the five-hour pe- 
fod and produced $7,547 in con- 
iributions, with pledges yet to be 
‘ounted and tabulated coming in 
‘hrough the mails. 

The show had numerous features 
ane was emceed by six WOAT and 
VOAI-TV announcers. Music was 
provided by nine musical organiza- 
ons including the Warney Ruhl 
orch from the Anacacho Room of 
ve St. Anthony; Jesse Gonzales, his 
phe and Spanish entertainers; the 
-ackland Tune Pilots, Eddie Mar- 
~€% orch and Spanish dancers; 


“an Antonie Little Symphony Or- 


“What Am I Bid?” has little | 
but | 


Quality Network | 


|Top Hands, hillbilly band, and Mel 
Winters and the WOAI-TV band. 

One of the highlights was a duet 
by Mayor Jack White of San An- 
tonio with Red River Dave. Stars 
from the Grand Ole Opry here for 
a one-night stand also came over 
from the Municipal Auditorium to 
participate in the telecast. These 
included Minnie Pearl, Hank Wil- 


Oak Ridge Quartet. 

The staff and management of 
| WOAI-TV can take a deep bow for 
| this show. There were few mis- 
|takes made in switching but «this 
|} was understandable as what was 
going on in the studios. Camera 
work on the whole was excellent. 
| Lighting and scenery were ade- 
| quate. Andy. 





BASEBALL PREVIEW 

With Bob Bender, Guests 

10 Mins.; Mon.-to-Fri., 2:10 p.m. 
| WRGB-TV, Schenectady 


Lively comments and interesting | 


linterviews with figures from .the 
baseball world constitute program 


which Bob Bender, sports director | 


|for WRGB and WGY, presents 
| before home afternoon weekday 
igames of the New York Giants 
|telecast in a hookup with WPIX. 
Now and then, Bender comes on 
the camera at another time, as was 
the case with a late-afternoon in- 
terview (1) featuring George Traut- 
\man, of Columbus, O., president 
(of the National Assn. of Profes- 
/sional Baseball ne. Others 
jseen included Dick Carter, man- 
‘ager Of the Schenectady Canadian- 
American league club; George Mc- 
Donald, one of the _ supervising 
;umpires for the National Assn. and 
two Schenectadians promoting 
“little baseball.” 

| Chatter and comment 
|major leagues clubs, pennant races 
| and players, as well as references to 
Can-Am and Eastern league games, 
supplement the interviews. Bender 
jad libs, though he sometimes uses 
jnotes. Repetition occasionally 
|creeps in, but generally he talks 
|to the point. He handles the in- 
| terviews quite skillfully. Jaco. 





| ¥OU CAN’T LOSE 

| With Jim Shelton, Bud Whaley 
| Producer: Larry Shelton 
Director: Bill Robb 

| 30 Mins.; Thurs., 7 p.m. 

| H. L. GREEN CO. 

| KEYL, San Antonio 

A new type of audience partici- 
pation show has made its bow here 
over KEYL which should prove 
highly entertaining, as well as 
lucrative. All participants receive 
a prize for their efforts. Telecasts 
are being sponsored by the local 
H. L. Green outlet. 

Part of the action is in the KEYL 
studios, where there are six con- 
testants. Bud Whaley serves as 
m.c. for the series and turns in his 
usual fine work, keeping the show 
moving at a fast pace. 

Whaley asks each studio contest- 
ant a question. If they fail to an- 
swer correctly, then ‘by means of 
a direct telephone line to the ap- 
pliance department of the sponsor’s 
store) a viewer there is asked the 
question and receives a prize. If 
the studio contestant answers cor- 
rectly they select a prize from a 
table full of merchandise. Win or 
lose, each participant wins some- 
thing. 

Jim Shelton handles the tele- 
phone conversation with the store 
as well as handling the commer- 
cials. These include a studio shot 
of the item as well as a descrip- 
tion. Items include Westinghouse 
TV sets, International . Harvester 
Refrigerators and various, Thor 
products. 

Questions asked are fairly sim- 
ple and sponsor should find a long 
line of applicants waiting to par- 
ticipate on the telecasts both at the 
| studio and at the store. Lighting, 
| setting, and camera work were ef- 
fective. Andy. 
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| 
‘told the Congressional body, sev- 
| eral *“monitor’ groups, with mem- 
‘bership in the thousands, bring or- 

ganized letter-writing pressure 
|against commentators who 
| please them. 

Speculation in the trade is 
whether a probe of the broadcast- 
ing industry is 
along the lines of the investiga- 
tion of the film business which re- 
sulted in the case of the “Holly- 
wood 10.” 

Meanwhile 


anti-blacklist com- 





have been mulling joint action. 





Ford Competitor Drops 
Same Gabber But Chev 


Dealer Presses Suit 





Tele Chatter 








New York 


Since May 13, children have 
been born to four different staffers 
at WPIX, N. Y. Head announcer 
John Tillman and his wife had a 
son on that date. On May 26, an- 
nouncer Joe Bolton and his wife 
who announces the Spade Cooley had a son and on June 2, a daugh- 


Hollywood, June 13. 
; Central Chevrolet will pursue 
its law suit against KTLA, claim- 
ing damages, even though Ford has 
now dropped sponsorship of the 
station’s weekly wrestling telecast. 
Hassle centers around Dick Lane 








liams and Wally Fowler and the | 


| comparable 


about | 


dis- | 


in preparation, | 


| show which Central sponsors and 'ter was born to Si Lewis, sales de- 
| the wrestling matches which were | partment staffer. Three days later, 
; Sponsored by Ford and Hoffman | sportscaster Jack McCarthy and 
| Radio. his wife had a son. 
| Central filed suit two weeks ago Beverly Chase, ex-CBS,_ back 
| claiming that Lane’s handling of from Coast and agenting flock of 
|both Ford and Chevrolet com-| TV personalties and writers , . . 
| mercials has caused Central heavy | Bill Allyn into Kraft Theatre's 
‘losses in prestige and sales. presentation of “Noah” next Wed- | 


‘. : 'nesday.. Cece Blake, Roland Trio, | 
Cameron B. Aikens, attorney for Irving Selig, Perry Mayo, Pauline | 





| Central said that though the dam- Flynn added to cast of “Jack| 
| age is no longer continuing, the | Linder’s Bowery Music Hall” on 
auto firm will press its case for! WOR-TV. 


| damages already caused. | 


| Aft. Potential 


Indie publicist Don Giesy shut- 
tering his operation to join the 
RCA press department in Camden, 
N. J... . Legit actors John O’Hare 
and Don Kennedy booked for 
NBC’s “Cameo Theatre” tonight 
(Wed.) ... Thess Allan Stevenson 
signed for CBS-TV’s “Suspense” 
next Tuesday night (20), which will 
mark his 20th video show .: . CBS} 
airing a special half-hour show at 
10 p.m. tonight.(Wed.) on the work 
of the United Nations Technical 
Assistance Conference, which is to! 
include a speech by UN secretary- | 
weneral Trygve Lie . . . Television | 
Broadcasters Assn. prez J. R. Pop-| 
| pele serving on the National Ra-| 
dio-TV Committee for United Na-| 
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| during the rating period covered 
was 35.2, while the late evening 
| figure on Saturdays was a hefty 
46.4. On Sunday nights, with the 
|audience supposedly turning off 
| the set early because of the new 
work week starting the following 
| day, the sets-in-use figure from 11 
‘to midnight was 23. 


Average sets in use for all nights 


| of the week from 6 to 11 p. m. 





| was 62.6%, marking a slight drop|tions Day Oct. 24, which is| 
‘from the previous month’s average | Chairmanned by Mrs. Franklin D. | 
of 63.4%. Drop is believed to be Roosevelt ... DuMont engineering | 


chief Rodney D. Chipp named | 
chairman of the N. Y. section of | 
, ' % , the Institute of Radio Engineers 
the avecege ‘Wye. UP S70 ‘over Be |... “Song of America,” a musical 


sets-in-use figure for : : 

 TSe : : . |saga of early American history 
January. Networks are maintain- | composed by Roy Ringwald, to 
ing, meanwhile, that even though | preem on CBS-TV’s Fred Waring 
viewing slumps this summer to the | chow Sunday night (18)... Jerome 
17% dropoff recorded in 1949, the 4,ewine, Jr., named production vee- 
decrease will be more than offset, pee of TV/films, producers of film 


by the 50% increase_in set circu-| commercials . .. J. Walter Thomp- 


indicative of the anticipated slump 
in summer viewing, even though 





| program. 
‘the layout, is dickering with KECA- 


| Revue”... 


frigerator account. _ Sponsor is re- 
ported to be JV-happy... Far- 
quahr Jones named production as- 
sistant to WNBT program chief 
Jack Reber, while Gene Alexy was 
named assistant to George Stevens, 
station’s business manager and 
controller. 


Hollywood 


Natalie Kalmus Television has 
budgeted $3,000 for a weekly video 
Ken Herts, producer of 


TV for a weekly time slot and late 
July starting date. Gregg Mitch- 
ell and Jill Richards will handle 
the lead chores ... Sales division 


| of the Chrysler Corp. will pick up 


the tab on KTLA’s “Bandstand 
. Jerry Fairbanks Pro- 
ductions will make six one-minute 
video commercials for Swift & Co. 
Pix will advertise Pard Dog Food 

Lois Collier will make a series 
of one-minute video commercials 
for National Bakers, Inc... . Betty 
Sinclair has joined Wally Kline 
Enterprises and will produce a 
series of 52 half-hour films for 
TV based on the “Three Mus- 
keteers.” Kline outfit has taken 
space on the Nassour lot and is ex- 
pected to’ make a deal with KTTV 
for the distribution. Cast for the 
series will be headed by ,.Desmond 
Slattery, Jack Foster, Denver 
Pyle, Charles Hurd and Clancy 
Cooper ... NBC has taken James 
Saphier’s cartoon series for televi- 
sion. It’s a telecomics package in 
which characters’ voices are 
dubbed to the characters .. . Mike 
Moser’s 15-minute daily program, 
“Space Patrol,” beamed over 
KECA-TV, will be kinescoped for 
ABC headquarters. Show will be 


| broadened to 30 minutes for the 


kine. 


Chicago 


Alan Rhone has resigned as di- 





Inside Television 


RCA board chairman David Sarnoff predicted this week that tele- 
| vision may be a determining factor in the 1952 Presidential campaign, 
adding that “a smile may be worth more than 10.000 words of oratory” 
|to the nominees. Speaking to the graduating class of John Carroll 
| Univ., Cleveland, Sarnoff said that by the time the campaign gets 
| started, the U. S. should have coast-to-coast TV and more than 
20,000,000 sets in circulation. 


After.tracing the part to be played by science in probing the mys- 
teries of the universe, the RCA chief noted that TV will be applied to 
| Many uses in addition to its service in the home. For example, he said, 
|industrial video is progressing rapidly, with special equipment being 
developed for use in film studios, chemical processes, coal mining, de- 
partment stores and factories, as well as in military operations. “The 
uses of TV already apparent,” he said, “offer evidence that it will be 
one of the 10 great industries of this country within the next 10 years.” 


lation from January to July. 'son has inherited the Norge Re- 














National Community Chest Drive this year plans to put the greatest 
emphasis yet on television to get its fund-raising message across to the 
public. Campaign committee, working this year with the National Ad 
Council, has been promised at least one major show on each of the 
four TV webs, which will either be one of the regularly-scheduled 
commercial shows or a program produced especially by the C of C’s 
director of audio-visual aids, Eloise Walton, assisted by Ira H. Knaster. 

In addition, Myron Kirk, Kudner agency veepee and representing 
| the ad council for the drive, is trying to line up both. Milton Berle 
‘and Bob Hope for a special TV show. Film clips, spot pfigs and slides 
| will also be used on all networks and local stations. Drive is scheduled 
| to tee off Sept. 29, with a special half-hour radio show originating from 
' the Hotel Shoreham, Washington, in which President Truman is to be 
principal speaker. 








Television is copping 85% of the space in newspaper radio columns, 
according to a survey made by James O’Bryon, Mutual publicity topper. 
|Study covered dailies in towns of over 20,000 population within range 
of video outlets. Reason, eds explain, is reader interest. 

Because the radio editors are .concentrating on TV news and MBS 
has no video stations of its own, the web is reorienting its publicity 
pitch. Emphasis now is on exploitation and promotion which will break 
into the news columns to supplement the reduced space available in 
the radio columns. 





Associated Actors and Artistes of America will hold its annual meet- 
ing in New York today ‘Wed.) with television performer jurisdiction 
expected to come up for discussion. Representatives of the Screen 
| Actors and Screen Extras Guilds, which are members of the 4A’s, will 
not attend. The film unions have declared that they will not participate 
'in 4A’s confabs until “the illegal resolution” in which the 4A’s gave 
Television Authority video jurisdiction is rescinded. 
| Meanwhile one development which may bring the two disputing 
| groups together is their agreement to exchange articles on their posi- 
| tions in their respective publications. 
| TVA and the screen union will be represented at informal talks with 
/the National Labor Relations Board tomorrow ‘Thurs.) on whether to 
/hold-a consolidated hearing or separate hearings on both coasts. 








| N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX celebrates its second anniversary tomorrow 
(Thurs.), with a look at its current statistics, compared to those when 


it took the air in June, 1948, underscoring the growth both of the. 


| station and of the TV industry generally. When WPIX was launched, 
the station had seven sponsors, buying 15! hours of time for the first 
,month, or 9% of the 169 hours and 15 minutes it logged during that 
/period. In May, 1950, WPIX had 121 sponsors bankrolling 203 hours 
|and 24 minutes, or 55% of the station’s total programming of 357 hours. 
| Station will mark its anni with the inauguration of Mayor William 
O’Dwyer’s new twice-monthly series, “At the Mayor’s Desk.” Show, 


lence, will be aired every other Thursday from 8 to 8:30 p.m. 


‘rector of film programming at 


| WBKB and is leaving for the Coast. ~ 


'He is being replaced at WBKB by 


| Carl Russell . . . Daniel McGuire, 


| ex-ve’ of Beloit Dairy Co., is a 
| new .oer of the NBC-TV net- 
| work sales staff. As NBC account 
exec he handled the 44-week Stand- 
‘ard Oil renewal of the “Wayne 
| King Show.” Renewal, through 
| McCann-Erickson, adds two non- 
cable stations . . Don Tennant 
'launched his new puppet show on 
|WENR-TV Monday (12). Cross- 
| the-board strip, a Weinrott-Ten- 
‘nant package, is directed by Dick 
Ortner . . . Bill Carlson, staff an- 
'nouncer on Milwaukee Journal sta- 
ition WTMJ for the past three 
| years, has been named staff direc- 
‘tor on,the sister tele outlet, WTMJ- 
‘TV... Zenith reports it has re- 
‘ceived over 52,000 applications for 
| participation in its 90-day Phone- 
' vision test skedded for this fall... 
WNBQ sales manager John Mc- 
Partlin is making a business swing 
to NBC offices in Cleveland, Wash- 
ington and N. Y. this week... 
Sid Harris, Chi Daily News col- 
umnist, is subbing for Marlin Per- 
kins on ABC’s “Majority Rules” 
while latter is in London. 

Esther Moore, one of WBKB’s duo 
‘of femme camera operators, is 
| leaving the station next week... 
Junius Zolp has been appointed 
|sales service manager for the Chi 
‘NBC network sales department. 
_J. Richard Loughrin, up from the 
|radio production staff, is filling his 
| former post as local NBC radio re- 
‘cording rep... Pete Cavallo, of 
‘the J. Walter Thompson Chi of- 
fice, to the Coast this week to han- 
dle filming of new commercials 
‘for Swift . . . Tim Morrow agency 
‘is building a tele show for its new 
| account, Parker Fur Co... . Henry 
|C. Lytton Co. is picking up the 
| local tab for NBC’s co-op telecast 
|of Palm Beach Golf Tourney Sun- 
| day (18). 





London 


Produced at a neighborhood the- 
atre five years back, “This Land of 
Ours” is set for TV dates on June 
18 and 22 with George Woodbridge, 
John Ebden and Roderick Lovell 


playing the leads in this Ian At- ~~ 


| kins production . . . Roberta Huby, 
John Pritchett and Norman Hack- 
forth are the trio in “Three and 
Easy,” a little revue which Walter 
Anderson is producing. The 
“Story of the Waltz” was traced 
by Ronald Boyer and Jeanne 
Ravel with a company of dancers 
‘last Monday . . . Among the out- 
'door attractions, are a visit to a 
|country farm, four days racing 
‘from Ascot, the Wightman Cup 


mittees of the broadcast guilds | which will-feature O’Dwyer reporting on civic affairs to the N. Y. audi- ‘from Wimbledon and cricket at 


| Lords, 
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...more sales for less money through NBC summertime television. 








ee 


39% more TV families than last winter 


on the NBC interconnected television network alone 


_— ee aa On 


...and this is a net figure. (Seasonal decline in 


viewing taken into consideration.) 


27% lower cost per thousand 


... the lowest in television history. 


an 8-week hard hitting campaign 


=e 


...nstead of the usual 13-week cycle. This makes it 
possible for you to enjoy the prestige of 


NBC network television on a limited budget. 


NBC’s choice productions 
a . priced for summertime budgets. 


a warm weather welcome lift in sales 

If yours is a seasonal summer product, here’s a way to quick sales. 
If yours is a year-round product, here’s a boost for sales 
through the summer—a head start for fall business. 

Whatever you sell, the NBC Straw Hat Plan offers you the 


j largest TV audience in history, at the lowest cost per thousand— 





top-ranking NBC-produced television shows—all on a : 
special, economical 8-week basis. Get your order in before 

July 1 to take advantage of present low rates. 

For complete details and program descriptions, 


send for our booklet, “The NBC Straw Hat Plan”. 
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Circling the Kilocycles 


San Antonio — Phil Alexander, 
formerly in radio on the West 
Coast, and more recently in the 
continuity department of KTSA 
here, has opened his own agency 
here specializing in radio, TY and 
general advertising. 

Memphis, Tenn.—Larry Trexler, 
local newscaster with WMPS, join- 
ed the sales staff of the Memphis 
ABC affiliate here last week. 1 rex- 
ler was ranked as one of the mid- 





south’s leading news spielers.for 
the past 10 vears. His promotion 
was announced by WMPS genera! 


manager Harold R. Krelstein 


Pittsburgh—Slim Bryant and the 


Wildeats have added still anothet 
show to their busy KDKA sched 
ule: they're going to be the sum 
mel replacement for ‘Schoo ol 
the Ai Monday through Frida) 
at 9:45 in the morning. Gloria 
Rodgers has taken over the berth 
in the WJAS continuity depart- 


ment vacated by the resignation of 
Irene Cowan ... Jane Ellen Ball. 
women’s commentator on WJAS, 
will get a new time, 8:15 daily, up- 
on her return from a vacation in 
the south June 19... Radio and 
Television Club held a reception 
and cocktail party for Si Stein- 
hauser, of the Press, on his 20th 
anniversary as a radio editor ; 
Live series has ended and 13-week 
transcription schedule of “Chil- 
dren’s Bookshelf” on WCAE, spon- 


sored by Junior League, now un- 
der way until middle of Septem- 
ber Ray Schneider, chief an- 
nouncer at WWSW, is new presi- 


dent of AFRA, succeeding Florence 
Sando . Song “Mist,” currently 
getting a big play, was written by 
Bill Brant, KDKA disk jock. 

St. Louis—KMOX, local XBS 
outlet, is warming up in anticipation 
of the celebration of its silver an- 


niversary next Christmas, with 
three station breaks being used 
daily to bally the forthcoming 
event 


Worthington, O.—Jake Noble. 
folksong collector and singer, has 
een added to the staff of WRFD. 


Farm Bureau-owned station. Dur- 
ing 20 years in radio Noble has 
worked at old WSEN, Columbus: 


WHBD, Mt. Orb; WMAN, Mans- 


Portsmouth, O. 
WBEX, 


WPAY., 
WRFD from 


field, and 
He comes to 
Chillicothe. 


Columbus, O., — Ed Sprague. 
chief announcer at WCOL, has 


joined KTMS, Santa Barbara, Cal.. 
as production manager. Al Al- 
binger, KTMS program manager. 
was formerly station manager 03 
WCOL. 
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iether the cooperation from the 
will solve the problem, 0 


have to be solved 
Commis- 


} } 
vhet 1 if 


will 
power of the 


unde tne 


on to license transmitters il 


that is what we are dealing wit! 
the cases of those receivers radiat- 
Ing 
Cov made another point not 
likely to further endear him to h 
listeners, when he went on record 
approving the NAB resolution 
passed at its last convention asking 
manufacturers to install FM tuners 
in all tele sets. “This would mean 
that FM set production cotild ride 


excessive amounts Of powell 


TV piggy-back up the ladder ot 
success,’ Coy said. 

In asking that the trade group 
and its individual members plan 
longrange research to cope with 
the increasing engineering prob- 
lems of the tele era, he pointed 
out, “We cannot afford—and the 
public will not long permit us 


to plan our radio system on a Crisis 
basis.” 

the 
fuil- 


In other convention action, 
RMA voted to provide for a 


time paid prexy to be selected b 
the board The group also. set 
aside funds to distribute reprints 


of the Jordon report on video and 
sports 


Robert C. Sprague, prexy o! 
Sprague Electric Co., North Adams 
Mass.. was elected prexy§ and 


chairman of the board succeeding 
Cosgrove James Secrest takcs 
over as secretary and general man- 
Aug. 1, when Bond Geddes, 
current exec veepee and secretal 


resigns 


asel 











IBEW Strike 


i 
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also used instead of the Kirby 
Stone Quintet and the Paul Arnold 
The Arthur Godfrey show 
as scheduled. 

the dispute concern 
conditions rather than 
salaries, with CBS claiming it’s 
offering $135 per week or $6 more 
than ABC and NBC pay compara- 
ble engineers. A union spokesman 


show. 
went on 
Issues in 


working 


said. “We made concessions last 
year because of the uncertaintt 
of television, but now that the sit- 


uation is clear we have to get back 
what we previously had.” 
Among these demands are a 
stricter seniority clause for layofi 
assigned lunch period 
notification on day-off sched- 


longer 


definitely 
onger 
and vacations 


UiesS 





NBC's Kine | 
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film such as 


Jerry Fairbanks’ 
tem, the amplifier is expected to 
pave the way for greater use of 
vidfilms and might persuade other 
sponsors to follow International 
Sterling and Ford in experimenting 
with straight film production for 
their dramatic programs. 

In introducing NBC's new devel- 
opments, Carleton D. Smith, the 
web's director of TV operations, 
made no mention of the possibility 
that kinescoping might continue in 
use.even after the coaxial cable is 
extended from coast to coast. He 
revealed, however, that NBC has 
virtually doubled its kinescope pro- 
duction during the last year. In 
the first week of May, Smith said, 
the web recorded 51 NBC shows, 
using over 400.000 feet of film, 
which doubles the combined total 
weekly output of the Hollywood 
film studios. NBC-TV engineering 
exec Robert Shelby said that NBC’s 
film studios in N. Y. and Holly- 
wood have already been equipped 
with both the Orthogam amplifier 
and the new light source, and that 
Orthogam equipment, has _ also 


ods of production, 


multi-cam = sys- 





“who dis 


man?” 
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Inside Stufl—Radio 


Competition between the indies and network key stations in Gotham 
is becoming more intense. WOR, N. Y. outlet of Mutual, recently made 
a sales pitch to show the web stations have better-heeled and older 
listeners than the independents. WOV, bi-lingual indie, has taken up 
the cudgels for the independents with trade ads showing the non- 
network broadcasters are getting larger nighttime audiences than ever 
before. 

Interesting fact was WOV’s touting the indies as a group, rather than 
its own story, It cited Pulse data, which indicate a 20° increase in 
tune-in to the indies, comparing April, 50, with the same month last 
year. The station, which specializes in Italian language broadcasts, 
reported a 39% boost in its Pulse rating over the year. 

WOV manager Ralph Weil said that the indies’ audience boost re- 
sults from their specialized programming which appeals to a listener's 
specific taste. “We indies don’t aspire to claim the biggest audiences,” 
Weil said, “but we do claim the most loyal.” 

KDKA in Pittsburgh presented its own special salute to the Three 
Suns last Thursday (8) at midnight, just preceding the NBC network 
show commemorating the trio’s anniversary. The strictly Pitt end was 
to recall the fact that it was over KDKA that the two brothers, Al and 
Morty Nevins, and their cousin, Artie Dunn, first began their meteoric 
rise to national prominence 11 years ago At the time they were play- 
ing in Pittsburgh at the Hotel Roosevelt's Fiesta Room and station 
carried them then for a quarter of an hour every evening Monday 
through Saturday. Paul Shannon was their announcer and Dale Jack- 
son the scripter; both men are still with KDKA, 





A good samaritan act on the part of WWDC, Washington, in a pro- 
motion gimmick to call attention to its change of dial spot backfired 
last week. Station planned a campaign to put nickels in meters for 
overtime parked motorists, informing D. C. car owner: ‘“‘Cost us a nickel 
but we saved you $3. Just another service of WWDC . Park at 1260 
on your radio dial.” 


But hardly could the stunt get started when station’s sales execs 
were summoned to police headquarters and told that local regula- 


tions hold motorists liable to arrest and fine if they park longer than 
one hour before meters. 

Station is now trying to find a use for 1,000 “gentle reminders” it 
had printed to place on Cars. 


been installed in the web’s Wash- 
ington and Chicago stations. 

ABC unveiled its new and im- 
proved kinescope process. two 
weeks ago. Labeled Vitapix, the 
new kine was said to be almost as 
high in quality as straight film re- 
ception. “CBS, for its part, has 
switched its process over to one in 
which the sound and sight are re- 
corded and transmitted on two sep- 
arate machines, with negative film 
used. Web employed the process 
for the first time on the Ed Wynn 
show last Tuesday night (6). 


Mutual Maps New Chicago 
Kid Series With Bradley 


Chicago, June 13. 
Mutual 
kid series this summer to originate 
in Chicago, built around Curley 
Bradley, who has been headlining 
the Tom Mix strip which bows off 
June 23. Series, tentatively tagged 
“Curley Bradley, the Singing 
Marshall,” is expected to tee off 
the first week in July. 


is set to showcase a new 





\ 

Show will be produced by Mary 
Afflick, with Forrest Lewis and 
Leo Curley as regular members of 
the cast. 


St. Louis—Daniel H. Hope, Jr., 
has joined the sales staff of KXOK. 
He formerly was in the sales dept. 
of General Mills 











“dis that ole Alan Kent’ 


in America. 


*Right, indeed. But not in years, nor in an overwhelming charm that creates air miracles 


—heard by the most people where the most people are 


— from Maine to North Carolina 


“what he doin’ in dis paper?” 


(note: skip screwy dialogue and drop to straight) 


Who could it be but the famous (he occasionally insists on being called 
infamous) Alan Kent of the once sound-renowned team of Kent & Johnson. 
Alan is now on WOR every Saturday at 3:00 P.M. He’s in this paper 

because WOR feels that his show has all the ingredients that have for more 


than 28 years made WOR the greatest producer of sales-making shows 


Oh, yes — the show’s called “The Alan Kent Show”. The title’s that simple 
and so’s the show. But Alan’s selection of popular records which appeal 
to all the family, interspersed with his erudite, but always appealing comments 
— label this as a standout and a growing rating-ranker. 

And ss-sh — it’s not expensive. Call any of us here at WOR about it — 


quick. “The Alan Kent Show” won't have time open for long! 
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1. What major city boasts the highest 


per capita ownership of television? 


eoJelte we eo woe eww ew wees 











6. What city has electrome color televi- 





TELEVISION SPEED Muiz_ 


Par time for this TV brain teaser is 40 seconds. If you can 
finish it in less time, consider yourself a television expert. 


(Answers in inverted type at bottom of page) 











2. What midwestern city has passed the 


half-million mark in TV set circulation? 

































































c i - J 4. What was the first city in the United 
’ ‘ 
; eens . States to receive regularly scheduled 
# a 
‘ ’ television programs? 
eae I 
To =% —| = 




















3 Two cities have seven television stations a 


in operation today. What are they? 


Pra eereerr ree Severs eseueeee 
() LT 


5. What midwestern city has a television 














station that covers two other large cities? 





7. What large Eastern city (with over 
375,000 television sets) has only two 


television stations? 


sion (plus 135,000 black and white sets)? [eeewet aaa hee en + eee an 
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was the extentuating circumstance 
that he preferred to shell out 
money for his rapidly growing TV 
station in a thriving market than 
to invest it in Transit Radio equip- 
ment to bring his FM to a paying 
basis. 

In contrast to pessimistic out- 
pourings from broadcasters who 
fear FM, it’s claimed, the exclusive 
FM’er has hung on to his license 
and has often maintained faith de- 


spite bitter disappointment. In 
many cases, he has gotten himself 
a daytime AM outlet (for want of 
scarce fulltime frequencies) to 
help pay the freight (‘and inci- 
dentally further crowding the al- 
ready congested AM band), 
Video Advantage 
Paradoxically, these new day- 
timers may find themselves in an 


advantageous position in television 
areas. Concentrating on the day- 
time audience, they have learned 
that local programming pays off, 
while their AM-TV_ competitors 
have seen their nighttime AM au- 
dience seriously split by the de- 
fection to TV and inroads made by 
the daytimers into their network 
matinee soap opera listenership. 

As for the exclusive FM’ers, a 
few are reportedly in the black 
and others are optimistic of get- 
ting there, as the number of sets 
in eirculation gradually increases. 
In Washington, for example, the 
town’s co-op station WCFM reports, 
on the basis of a survey by the 


FM Survey 


Continued from page 36 








doubled in the last eight months 
and that it is “rapidly closing the 
gap between income and expendi- 
tures.” The area’s other exclusive 
FM’er, WASH, reports May busi- 
ness as the best in its history and 
the station “near the black.” 

Considering that these’ two 
FM’ers operate only six hours a 
day and have to compete in a met- 
ropolitan area with a total of 31 
AM and FM and four TV stations, 
it’s pointed out, it shouldn’t be too 
difficult to make money in FM if 
enough satisfactory sets were pro- 
duced, promoted and sold. 

What are the prospects for sell- 
ing the sets? One viewpoint is that 
the market for TV receivers is 
slowing up (pending the lifting of 
the freeze and opening of new TV 
areas—at least two years off) and 
that the war-swollen electronics in- 
dustry*will just have to turn to FM 
to keep their plants going. An in- 
dication in this direction, it is said, 
is a new AM-FM receiver by Gen- 
eral Electric. Other companies are 
reportedly planning to bring out 
new FM models and the trend to 
combination TV-FM receivers is 
expected to accelerate The Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters re- 
cently urged manufacturers to add 
FM to their video sets. 

On the basis of production so far 
this year, including TV-FM sets, it’s 
anticipated that 1950 output of FM 
receivers (alone or in combination) 
will total about 1,600,000, which 





would bring the number of sets in 
circulation 
While 


7.000.000. 
be 


around 
would 


to 


this figure less 


than the number of TV sets in use 

by the end of the year and only a 
small proportion of the radio sets, 
it’s pointed out that it only empha- 
sizes the market possibilities to 
; manufacturers who may have the 
'choice of going broke or diversify- 
|ing their production. 

On the government front, there 
seems to be a stirring of activity to 
do something for FM. At the FCC, 
the previous attitude of resignation 
has been abandoned and a new 
sense of responsibility for the serv- 
ice has taken its place. Just how 
this is to be manifested is still un- 
known, but one hears rumblings of 
a termination date for the AM 
band, an approach which was sug- 
gested by some members of the 
Commission when FM was first au- 
thorized. 

There’s also talk of an investiga- 
tion by the Senate. Some very 
pertinent questions may be asked 
by the Senate Committee on In- 
terstate and Foreign Commerce, 
particularly by Sen. Charles Tobey 
(R., N.H.), when the reappointment 
of Commissioner George Sterling 
comes up for confirmation tomor- 
row (14). - 





Weinbach’s Switch 


Morton Weinbach, for the last 
five years a resident attorney at 
Music Corp, of America, resigned 
last week to join the CBS legal 
staff. 

Major duty at the network will 
be talent negotiations 





Cleveland—Walt Kay and Howie 
Lund have teamed up for a three- 
hour stanza over WDOK. The duo, 
known as “Radio’s Rebels,” also 
have a TV stint in line. 


| year. 


}came to WQXR. 


|—usaully a 








— =] 2 TWIN CITY STATIONS — 
BOOSTING BASIC RATES 


Latino 


Continued from page 36 








pared, they usually ask and receive 


Minneapolis, June 13. 
With TV set-owners in this area 


copies of the program for rebroad- | increasing at the rate of 6,000 to 


cast in their country. 
formerly sponsored by 
Zenith, is now backed by 
American Airways, 

Program features auth 
South American music, 75° 
regional, the other 25° good pop 
music (rhumbas, sambas, 
Most of the music comes from the 
collection of Evans Clark, director 
of the 20th Century Fund, whose 
collection is considered the finest 


in the world, unmatched even in 
Latin countries. 
Mrs. Devon, who is music con- 


sultant on documentary pix at the 
UN in addition to her broadcasting 
duties, has no Latin blood in‘ her. 
Daughter of a British actress, she 
did some singing at night clubs, 
and five years ago started a pro- 
gram of general songs at WNYC, 
.. Y., which she continued for a 
She 
musi¢e airers and kids’ programs on 
WINS, N. Y. Four years ago she 
Linguistic ver- 
satility and deep research enable 
her to specialize on Latin Ameri- 
can folk music, 

Most of_her selections are re- 
corded works by native  per- 
formers, but Mrs. Devon adds one 
or two numbers which she sings, 
to her own guitar accompaniment 
number from manu- 
script which hasn’t been recorded. 
“But I’m careful as a gringo not to 
set myself up as a great singer in 
folk music interpretations,” she 
says. 








American Research Bureau, that 
its total nightly audience has 
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On The Air 
September, 1950 





WSM celebrates its 25th Anniversary by bringing 


television to the Central South 








SCHEDULE, WSM-TV 


SEPTEMBER, 1950... On the air 





OCTOBER, 1950... Network TV 
Zs through microwave 


relay from 


Louisville 








Television’s newest market ready in September 


through.... 


CHAN 





Commercial 


NEL 4 


NASHVILLE, TENN, 


HARRY STONE 


General Manager 


IRVING WAUGH 


Manager 


EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
National Representative 


Program, |7,000 weekly and with the total 
Vim and | having climbed to an estimated 95,- 
Pan 700, both KSTP and WTCN, the 


lonly two Twin City television sta- 


entic | tions, have announced a boost in 
of it|their basic rate from the present 


| $325 to $500-per hour. 


etc.). | 


Stanley Hubbard and F. Van 


/Konynenburg, KSTP and WTCN 


also presented folk and after the race. 


heads, both say that their television 
operations are now on a profitable 
basis. The impending opening of 
the coaxial cable, they believe, will 
cause advertising time to be at a 
premium, 


| Track Betting 


Continued from page 36 —— 














Derby, “special exception is made 
permitting the broadcasting or tele- 
vising of all details before, during 
As a matter 


| of fact, radio stations or networks 
|may broadcast as many as two such 
‘events in a year from each track 


| but it 
| censees 


is our hope that radio li- 
. will restrict their broad- 


'casts and telecasts to the events 
'which are now regarded as worthy 


of such attention.” 
Improving the Breed 

Wagering at horse-race tracks, 
according to the report, has ine 
creased steadily in recent years, 
with daily totals of $500,000 to $1,- 
000,000 not unusual ‘at major 
tracks. Most recent data, for 1948, 


| show that in excess of $1,600,000.- 
000 was bet in the mutuel machines 
iin the 26 tracks operating that 





year, that some 25,000,000 persons 
attended, and that total tax reve- 
nues to the 26 states licensing the 
tracks was nearly $96,000,000. 

“It may be readily understood,” 
the report declares, “that horse race 
ing is ‘big business’ and that while 
some involved in both the owner- 
ship of horses and tracks are of 
questionable character and reputa- 
tion, many engaged in the ‘improve- 
ment of the breed’ of thorough- 
bred horses are among the nation’s 
first citizens in wealth, position, 
and public esteem.” 

Although 47 states make off-track 
betting illegal, the report observes, 
bookmaking is a big industry. ‘“‘“How 
big is anyone’s guess Estimates 
made by law-enforcement authori- 


| ties have put the total amount bet 


| off-track at 


| 
| 





figures ranging from 
$3,000,000,000 to more than $10.- 


| 000,000,000 annually. Best informed 


guesses are that the total is prob- 
ably somewhere between $3,000.- 
000,000 and $5,000,000,000, based 
primarily on the near $2,000,000,- 
000 which is bet legally at the 
tracks annually.” 

Assuming the total annual ille- 
gal off-track betting at $3,000,000,- 
000, the report estimates bookmak- 
ers’ net profits from horse-race bet- 
ting at about $500,000,000 annually. 


Buddy Rogers 


Continued from page 36 = 


WOR daytime show for Flagstaff 
foods, expanded via a network co- 
op on Mutual, feeling that this 
would give them a guaranteed in- 
come and avoid the problems of 
selling on the local level. 

Rogers’ new pact with WOR cov- 
ers daytime radio and tele but 
leaves. the former film star free for 
other commitments after 6 p.m. 
His “Pick a Date” show, which had 
been sponsored for eight of its 39 
weeks on ABC, winds up on Fri- 
day (16), giving him a three-week 
vacation before he launches the 
WOR stanza on July 3. The WOR 
stint will include gabfests with two 
guests daily plus disks and fits in 
with the outlet’s orientation toward 
pacting established names for day- 
time radio. , 

Packaged by PRB, Inc., the 
Rogers airer will be produced by 
Mal Boyd, directed by Nat Rudick 
of Gainsborough Associates and 
written by David Karp. 

WOR has favored the idea of 
other local stations picking up its 
stanzas via acetate, since this cuts 
its own production costs. At the 
same time it’s found this format 
successful, with Rudy Vallee sold 
out on WOR and in a half dozen 
other markets, and recently ex- 
panded it from five to six broade 
casts weekly. 




















Cleveland—Ed Killeen, formerl# 
of WTVN, has joined the WTAMe 
WNBK newsroom succeeding Clem 
Skerback who shifted to sales pro- 
motion, 


Y. 
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® The big news for 1950 is 
the Sales Punch being delivered by ALL New 
York Independents to a larger nighttime listen- 
ing audience than ever before! Pulse Ratings 
show that between 7 P.M. and 12 Midnight — 
April 1950 the Independents gained 20% 
more audience than last year! 


And for the advertiser and its agency look- 
ing for sales and coverage in the New York 
area — this is important — WOV increased its 
audience by 39% with NO increase in rates! 
So’before you buy radio in New York look 
at the Rated Independent Stations — then take 
out your slide rule and check the cost to reach 
1000 people! 


For information on increasing your sales 
write this station or contact our National Repre- 
sentatives. 














*COST PER 1000 PEOPLE 


Station Minutes 15 Minutes 
WOV $ .17 $ .45 
“A” .20 62 
> .23 .60 
a .28 . 
“—" .28 1.10 
“7 .35 1.13 


*"WOV delivers the lowes? cost-per-thou- 
sand people of any New York City Rcted 
Independent. Costs based on current Class 
“A" Rates (312-time), stations’ coverage 
and April 1950 Pulse from 7 P.M. to 
Midnight. 
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young, 


ful 
naive 


performance as_ the 
princess, taught the hard 
way that she must marry in her 
own class. Alfred Ryder, as the 
dreamy, impulsive tutor, was 
equally good and George Keane, as 
the uninspired prince, also shone. 
Fine supporting cast was topped 
by Dennis Hoey, as the wise old 


Tele Follow-Up 


Continued from page 43 








David Pressman did a fine job with 
his cast but flubbed his camera di- 
rection several times, often with 
embarrassing results. While mis- 
takes can still happen, TV sheuld 
be too far advanced to let one cam- 
era get within range of another. 
Backing the production with ex- 
cerpts from Tchaikovsky's “Swan 
Lake” ballet tied in nicely with 


iTV. Outstanding act in the line- 
| up was vocalist Mindy Carson, who 
should have been slotted in the 
finale. Instead, she took over 
somewhere near the middle of the 
show, with the windup going to 
Pauline Betz and Sandor Glancz 
in a table tennis demonstration. 
That idea of winding*a show with 
a sight act may be okay for the 
vaude theatres, but a TV program 
always signs off with greater 1m- 
pact if the best act is saved for 
the dessert. 

Miss Carson, her good looks en- 
hanced by clever lighting, socked 





‘le ‘ne ‘iest; Leopoldine =. ;,. Socl 
eautiae” ope By a re the title and theme and also helped across | “TL wae Loved and 
mother, and Jane Hoffman as the sustain the various moods en- then scored 50 aGnys ae “Pm 

‘incess’ 1e gendered. assist from emcee Sullivan, on “I'n 
p World video ‘package produced _—_—— Bashful.”” Dick Contino, a Horace 
b polly Davis. was neatly Ed Sullivan’s Toast of the Town” Heidt protege, Ee ee 
mounted but also bore a few signs suffered from poor routining of the accordion gy awd - s — 
of its sustaining budget Director | talent Sunday night (11) via CBS-. bers, and the pore’ Sue a 
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‘which they 


| Shaw’s adaptation. 


\ 


| succeeded 
the crooked publisher of the local | 
| daily. 





| famboyant at times. 


with their playing and vocalistics, 
although they didn’t impress as 
much as they do in an intime nit- 
ery. British comic Norman Evans 
drew yocks with his satire on a 


cockney going to the dentist. Only | 


trouble was he did the same skit 
on his last “Toast” appearance. 
The De Mattiazzis wowed 
their mechanical doll routine, with 
won plaudits 
recent Broadway Palace anni show. 
Helen Haag’s Chimps got nowhere 
with their regular act, which was 
too slow for TV, but an unsched- 
uled fracas between two of the 
animals helped save the act. 


Myles Connolly’s ‘““‘The Bump on 
Brannigan'’s Head” might be a good 
novel but it didn’t make for 
red-hot video show on NBC-TV’s 
“Philco Playhouse” Sunday night 
(11) A mildly diverting satire, 
based on the “love thy neighbor” 
motif, the yarn had a good share of 
funny situations, dialog and an un- 
expected denouement which, some- 
how, failed to come off in David 
For one thing, 
the story took a long time to get 
rolling and, in addition, the farcial 
pieces of business might have re- 
quired a full audience to score. 

Story told of a conk on the head 
changing a hot-headed Irishman 
into an altruistic character, who 
ran for mayor of his small town 
on a “love everybody” ticket and 
in winning over 


Cast, under the direction of 
Gordon Duff, played it broadly, 
with Pat O’Malley doing a fine job 
in the title role. Leona Powers 
registered nicely as his wife and 
Vinton Hayworth scored as 
publisher, although he was _ too 
Dean Harens 
and Betty Caulfield were okay in 
the romance department, with Ruth 
McDevitt dittoing as the latter’s 
mother and Ralph Riggs turning in 
a fine portrayal of the town’s in- 
cumbent crooked mayor. 


NBC-TV’s “Lights 
generally deals with spine-tinglers 
and suspense yarns, tried some- 
thing new Monday night 
supernatural faree. Ghosts and 
comedy have been combined with 
telling effect in such legiters as 
“Blithe Spirit’ and “High Tor,” 


Out,” which 


| but the combo failed to jell on 
| “Lights.” Story, an original by 


| Harry Muheim titled “Determined | 


| Lady,” had some neat touches but 
i these were due mostly to the pro- 
duction and acting, while the yarn 
itself was too implausible to have 
| much impact. 
Ethel Griffies 
the title role, a crochety old widow 
who faked her own death to out- 
finagle her crooked attorney and 





then fooled herself by dying any- | 
But, through her ‘‘determina- | 
| tion,” she returned as a ghest to| 
| make certain her fortune went to | 


Way. 


| her niece and not her attorney. 
| Donald Foster was good as the un- 
scrupulous barrister and was given | 


with | 


in the! 


even | 


the 


(12)—a | 


was excellent in| 





Senate Primps 


Continued from page 41 


Senators make regular, periodic 
| platters and tapes for shipment 
back home to the broadcast sta- 
| tions. 

Under the new bill a six-man 
joint Congressional committee 
would take over operation of the 
Facility from the Secretaries of 
‘the House and Senate, who manage 
it now. In addition, Coar’s equip- 
ment would be purchased at from 
$13,000 to $15,000. with Coar be- 
ing retained as manager. 

Activities would be broadened to 
open the way for TV films. The 
Facility now has a balance of about 
$65,000 in the bank. This would 
be retained in a revolving fund to 
finance expenses and expansion. 


| 
& 


nation which the agency has shown 
in coming to the broadcasters with 
new ideas to plug its elient’s wares. 
It has shown great flexibility in 
moving in quickly and tailoring its 
buys to distribution pattern and 
local needs. 

The WOR-TV stanza, which ir 
creages that outlet’s broadcast week 





Ford’s TV Buy 
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ifrom five to six nights starting 
| June 26, may give the local theatres 
some of their stiffest competition 
to date. On the opener will be “I 
Know Where I’m Going” with Wen- 
dy Hiller. Other titles include 
“Tawny Pipit,” “‘This Happy 


Breed,” “On Approval” and “Water- 

| loo Road.”’ They have names such as 
Sir Laurence Olivier, Clive Brook, 
Margaret Lockwood, James Mason, 
, Leslie Banks, Flora Robson, Lilli 
Palmer, Beatrice Lillie and Sir 
| Cedric Hardwicke. 

While the Rank product was exe 
hibited mostly at the art houses, 
the oaters which will kick off each 
Monday’s double feature at 7:45 
p. m. will star Bill (Hopalong Cassi- 
dy) Boyd, John Wayne, Hoot Gib- 
ison, Ken Maynard and Johnny 
Mack Brown, which is expected to 
draw a broader audience. Only 
live talent on the show will be 
Happy Felton, who will intro the 
pix and give the commercials. 











e 


| fiance, and Fred Baron, as Miss 
| Griffies’ husband, whom _— she | 
|“brought back” with her, were | 





funny organ backing by Arlo. 











| a neat assist in the farcical situa- 
| tions by Robert Eckles, as a stupid 
| butler, and Ernest Rowan, as the 

family medico. Lee Nugent and 
| Gene Blakely, as the niece and her 


adequate. 


Kingman T. Moore, as director, 
helped the cast milk their lines and 
handled his supernatural camera 
shots okay. Show was given good 
production backing by Herbert B. 
Swope, Jr., particularly in the 
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Portland 
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chain of worries rélating to inter- 
ference factors which eventually 
led to the freeze. 

Interference factor supplies add- 
ed fillip to reception here. Of an 


average June evening, given nor-. 


mal seasonal atmospheric condi- 
tions, every east-of-the-Mississippi 
Channel four sender will be fight- 
ing it out for supremacy over WBZ- 
TV, Boston. For some 
WLW-TV, Cincinnati, usually wins 
out. Last season, after the “vene- 


reason, | 


tian-blind” phase of the hassle grew | 


tiresome, one could turn to Channel 
five and WNBQ, Chicago, for an 
undisturbed three hours of NBC 
programming expensively coaxialed 
to Chicago, but coming back to 
Maine by _ airline. 
enough, none of the 37 transmit- 
ters logged locally by a checker 


Was a N. Y. outlet. 


/area to Boston, 


|ing program 


York county, Maine’s nearest 
has the heaviest 
density of tele installations. Own- 
ers in that area have been request- 
listings of the Hub 
stations in the Maine press. This 


|has been declined to date by the 


| AM-owning Gannett dailies. 


Not 
strangely, therefore, sales of the 
Boston dailies have climbed 
throughout the TV localities, 


Strangely | 
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Opening July 10 


CLUB BALI, Detroit 


“Arm With a Bow in 
its Hand” 


on RCA-Victor 
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THE GREAT RUPERT 
For George Pal Prods. 
THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 9:30 D.S.T., NBC 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 

















oom Berner’s Voice as | 

MRS. JACOBY 
{Of the Dennis Day Show) ii 
IS SWITCHING TO | 


“SARA’S PRIVATE CAPER” | 


(The Sara Berner Show) 
NBC, Thurs., 10:30 P.M., EDT 





























F Sara Berner’s Voice as 


(Of the Gene Autry Show) 
IS SWITCHING TO ij 


\“SARA’S PRIVATE CAPER” | 


(The Sara Berner Show) 


| CHIQUITA 





Ht NBC, Thurs., 10:30 P.M. EDT | 
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Commission unani- 


ham’s ruling. 
mously denied the request but 
voted four to one to reverse the 
examiner. : 


it was a hot time the reporters 


gave Fulton, when he held a 
press conference here last week to 
protest FCC’s postponement of 
earings on news-slanting charges 
against KMPC in Los Angeles. 

Fulton gave forth with long 
speeches charging the Commission 
with persecuting Richards for 
political reasons and he inferred 
that a letter from James Roosevelt 


: » - - ‘ } 
on the stationery of the California | 


Democratic Committee was an im- 
portant factor in the agency’s de- 
cision to look into his client’s 
newscasting operations before 
passing on the renewal of license. 
The lawyer threw in “censorship” 
and “due process” in blasts against 
the FCC, which he said is “trying 
to throw every block in our way” 
in his efforts to reply to testimony 
put on by Commission witnesses 
last March. 


Under a barrage of questions 
from the press, Fulton maintained 
a serene confidence on the out- 
come of the hearings. “I’m not 
in the habit of losing cases,” he 
said. 
I can win them... If I don’t win 
before the Commission, I'll win 
before the courts.” 
mitted he represented Technicolor 
which signed a consent decree fol- 
lowing federal monopoly charges. 

When he was asked “where the 
pressure originates” against his 
client, Fulton was vague. No, not 
from the White House, he said, 
inferring it came from the FCC 
itself. “Wasn't Richards anti- 
Roosevelt?”’ he was asked, No, he 
indicated, none of KMPC’s news- 
casts was slanted. Richards is 
“violently anti-Communist,” he 
said. 

Fulton made reference to the fact 
that FCC had presented witnesses 
against KMPC at hearings in 
March. Subsequently, when the 


“I don’t take cases unless | 


| 


But he ad-| 


| Love,” 


Richards Hearing 


Continued from page 37 








(Cunningham) was not present at 
the original hearings. The Com- 
mission granted the de novo re- 
quest so that Richards could have 
no complaint that he was not get- 
ting a fair trial. The ruling meant 
that the record of the hearings 
was “stricken.” 





|the hearings had any effect on ad- 
| Vertising on KMPC by Jewish 
ifirms, ne said that there had been 
| cancellations both before and after 
| the proceedings. 


zation, which is handling Richards’ 
{public relations in New York and 
| Washington, issued a press release 
saying that the adjournment of 
the hearings had lost te Richards 
the testimony of Father John J. 
|Cavanaugh, prexy of Notre Dame, 
| who wired Fulton that other duties 
will require him to leave L. A. 
soon. 











4 2 . » 
Radio Boxoffice’ | 
— Continued from page 41 —— 


aging it for video and will try to 
| sell it to a sponsor. 
In seven weeks on the air, the 
| five-minute program averaged 
| $4,087 per week in ticket sales for 
| the Guild productions, “I Know My 
“As You Like It,” “Come 
| Back, Little Sheba” and “Arms and 
| the Girl.” Seats for shows of other 
managements were not handled on 
the series, but there were numer- 
ous calls for them frém listeners. 
“Radio Boxoffice” was operated 
last season and is owned by Joseph 
Heidt, general press representative 
of the Guild, and Larry Curtis, 
WMCA staffer, who announced the 





| the 


program. The Guild cooperated in 
venture. Revised as “Tele- 


‘vision Boxoffice,” the stanza would 


| 


probably be expanded to about 15 
minutes and would handle eight 
shows a month, including produc- 
tions of the Guild and other man- 


first examiner (J. Fred Johnson) | agements. Ultimately, it’s hoped to 


died during a recess in April, he 


| work out a 


setup for handling 


asked that the hearings be started tickets for all Broadway legits. 


anew because the new examiner 


When Fulton was asked whether 


Earlier, the Fred Eldean Organi- | 


1 


CHI AFRA LOCAL PICKS 
| 25 MEMBERS FOR BOARD 


Chicago, June 13. 


Twelve actors, six announcers, 


| six singers and one sound effects 
'man were elected to the local 
| board at the annual membership 
| meeting of the Chi local of the 


American Federation of Radio 


| AFRA board. 

The newly-elected local board 
|members are: Actors, Ray Jones; 
Elders, Eleanor Engle, John Gan- 
1.9n, Norman Gottschalk, Eloise 


Kummer, Cliff Norton, Russ Reed, | 


Marjorie Marlowe, George Kluge, 
Catherine Payne, Paul Barnes; an- 
nouncers, Hugh Downs, John Har- 
rington, Norm Pierce, Joe Wilson, 
Mal Bellairs, Walt Newton; singers, 
| Dean Reed, Win Stracke, Ann An- 
drews, William Cole, Arwin 
| Schweig, Jack Halloran, and sound 
effectsman Ted Kudelko. 

Nineteen of the new board mem- 
| bers were chosen as delegates to 
'the national AFRA convention to 
_ be held here in August. 





‘Ebert’s Freelance Status, 
To Produce ‘Remember’ 


Bernie Ebert, 





Hollywood indie 


| television producer who recently | 
Mike | 


dissolved partnership with 
| Stokey, arrived in N. Y. last week 
for indie freelancing. ~ For his first 
assignment, he will serve as pro- 
ducer on “Can You Remember?” 
projected series of half-hour shows 
packaged by PRB, Inc., and now 
| being pitched to agencies and net- 
| works. 


As tentatively set up, the pro- | 


| gram’s panel wil] comprise Adele 
| Astaire, Lillian Gish and Gilbert 
Seldes, plus a different guest each 
week. 


Ebert, who co- 
“Armchair 
“Pantomime Quiz” 


rate radio show. 
produced 


and on the 


tional Society of TV Producers but 
is repping Hollywood in meetings 
with the N. Y. branch of the or- 
ganization. . 





| Artists last week. ~ Harry Elders, | 
| actor, was elected to the national | 


PRB is mulling the possi- | 
bility of taping the audio portion | 
of the program for use as*a sepa- | 


Detective”’ | 


Coast, resigned as exec veepee of | 
the Hollywood branch of the Na-| 


{ 


§ Announcers Rehired as WMGM 


Settles Strike; Freelancers’ Pay Upped 











Ch’field Shift 


Continued from page 40 











reportedly wanted to sink part of 
its TV budget into that time period 
in order to buck its competitor, 
Camels, which bankrolls_ the 
“Newsreel Theatre” in that slot on 
the rival NBC-TV web. In giving 
up half of the Godfrey hour, how- 
ever, Chesterfield will also escape 
what looms as major competition 
being built by NBC for the fall to 
buck Godfrey. That’s to be an 
hour-long, top-budgeted variety 
show, with rotating emcees to in- 
clude such names as Eddie Cantor, 


Jerry Lewis, etc. 

Ciggie firm hasn’t yet decided 
on a program for its new 7:45 to 8 
| slot but reportedly is on the look- 
| out for an informal musicale, 
| similar to its “Supper Club” on 


|radio. Possibility exists that Perry | 
‘Como might take over as emcee, | 
since his half-hour Sunday night | . 
show, now sponsored by Chester- | fw! ; 
| staff announcers, with all contract 
| rights and no changes in their pre- 
| vious status, “based on the com- 


field on NBC, is being dropped at 
the end of the current cycle, 
Agency for Chesterfield is Cun- 
ningham & Walsh. 





. Sole Rochester Outlet 


Celebrates First Anni 


Rochester, N. Y., June 23. 
WHAM-TYV, only video outlet so 
far in this area, celebrated its first 
anni Sunday (11) with a special 12- 
hour program schedule. Since it 
took the air, the number of TV 
sets in the area has jumped from 
1,200 to 42,000, with almost double 

that number predicted by Jan. 1. 
On the basis of the increased set 
| circuiation, WHAM-TV plans to 
hike its hourly time rate July 1 
from $200 to $300. Station cur- 
rently has 73 sponsors, which bank- 
‘roll 90% of available commercial 
Outlet is owned and operat- 


time. 
ed by Stromberg-Carlson. 


% The 


strike against WMGM, 
Loew’s-owned indie in New York, 
called by the American Federation 
of Radio Artists late Monday (12) 


afternoon, was settled yesterday 
(Tues.) marning at 6:30 a.m. after 
a night-long parley. 

Reason for the dispute was the 


firing last month of eight of 
WMGM’s nine staff announcers, 
which the station said resulted 


from changes in its format requir- 
ing the hiring of a ’ arder-selling 
kind of announcer. The _ union, 
however, charged th t the disnfis- 
sals constituted a lockout” and 





| for commercials. 
|charged that “the company fol- 


case of three 


Groucho Marx, Dean Martin and | feelance disk Joc} 2ys, Ken Rob- 


erts, Hal Tunis at.d Ted Brown. 
According’ to the tnion, the three 
deejays were paid the lower staff 
rate rather than the freelance rate 
The union alse 


lowed the discharge with a series 

of wholesale contract violations.” 
Settlement includes WMGM’s 

reinstatement of the eight 


pany’s willingness to recognize 
| their competency,” an AFRA- 
WMGM statement said. WMGM 


also agreed to waive discharge 
rights based on major changes in 
| operations for the balance of the 
| pact, which ends Oct. 31, 1951. 
| With the union dropping elaims to 
retroactive pay for the three free- 
| lancers, the station has agreed to 
| AFRA’s interpretation of applic- 
_able rates and will pay them at the 
| higher freelance rate in the future. 


Walkout started late Monday 
(12) afternoon when pickets ap- 
peared in front of the indie’s Fifth 
| Avenue studios. Earlier in the 
day some of the replacements 
hired by the station had failed te 
show up. Bertram Lebhar, Jr, 
station director, and his son, Bee 
tram Lebhar III, both of whom 
‘hold AFRA cards, took over sev- 
eral of the shows. 
































The Coast listens most to Columbia Pacific j 


Coast listeners like us best because 
Columbia Pacific delivers the best 
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programs, regional and coast-to-coast, 
as Nielsen ratings prove.” This is 

why Columbia Pacific delivers higher 
average ratings for regional programs 


than other Coast networks. 
And... 


Columbia Pacific broadcasts 8 of the 


top ten coast-to-coast programs. 


The Coast will listen most to you, too 


. on Columbia Pacific. 


* Nielsen Pacific Coast Report, March 1950. 


Columbia Pacthe @ 


eee the IDEA Network 


that they followed A “RA’s demand,, 
| for arbitration of th 


Pht Pet ee a 
Sot = > : 


ac etienFo 


en ge 
mil 
sete. 


eg 


A ok i 
a 











54 . RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 14, 1950 








From the Production Centres 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Neal Wilder, ex-McCann-Erickson, and Allen M. Whitlock, ex- 
Doherty Clifford & Shenfield, are new Ted Bates & Co. account execs. 
Agency has also added Vincent Rowe to the AM-TV dept... .John 
Mitchell is new manager of ABC's script-program promotion dept., vice 
John C. Turner, who resigned .. George Snyder is new research head 
for WINS WOR news editor Al Jaeggin married Jeanette Boulanger 
Saturday (10) Teri Keane, “Life Can Be Beautiful” heroine, and 
John Larkin, “Right to Happiness” star, were spliced in Englewood, 
N. J., Saturday Martin Blaine into “David Harum” Helen Carewe 
added to “Helen Trent” William Podmore new to “Our Gal Sunday” 

Irene Hubbard, David Gothard, Florence Robinson, Richard Jan- 
aver and Peggy Stanley are “Front Page Farrell” additions... .Frank 
Miller, first ’cellist of the NBC Symphony Orchestra, has taken on new 
duties as conductor for the opening and closing theme of the U. S. 
Stéel summer NBC orch broadcasts, before and after the guest con- 
ductor takes over. Chore was done last year by Milton Katims, orch 

gxiola player, who this summer is one of Steel’s guest conductors. 

Vocalist Kay Armen returns to “Stop the Music” Sunday (18). Dick 
Brown, of the same stanza, is on two-week vacation during which he'll 
do a week at the Olympia, Miami....Harry Olesker, WNEW scripter, 
this week got his master’s degree in communications from Columbia 
(the university, that is) Robert Montgomery leaving in two weeks 
for an anti-Communist conference in Berlin....WOR’s John B. Gam- 
bling now facing competition on three stations of New England’s Gran- 
ite State network where his son, John A., is a summer relief announcer 

ABC’s loyalty documentary, “Clear and Present Danger,” gets a 
reprise Sunday (18) at 7-8 p.m. Dick Winters has joined WINS as 
flack. 

Dan Seymour is new national chairman of the National Cancer Foun- 
dation ’'50 fund drive Barry Gray’s WMCA stanza,. expanded an 
hour, now starts at midnight Long Island RR commuters will 
air their gripes on WHLI, Hempstead, tomorrow (Thurs.) Max Ehr- 
lich back from a 10-week motor tour of Europe Patsy Campbell fea- 
tured on “Big Town” Tuesday (20) Lucy Kennedy, who got inter- 
ested in the 1850’s while scripting a “Cavalcade of America’ stanza, 
has had a tome on the period, ‘“Sunlit Field,” published by Crown 
Warren King upped to account exec at WOR with William B. Jennings 
taking his spot as assistant to sales manager John Nell Eva Le 
Gallienne to recreate her “Peter Pan” role 9n NBC’s “Stars and Start- 
ers” this week. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Harry Ackerman pushed off for N. Y. to engage Hubbell Robinson 
in a week of discussions on the CBS summer lineup and plans for 
autumn....Thompson’'s “Corny” Jackson is also in N. Y. on his semi- 
annual call but with nothing of particular moment on his mind.... 
Graham Edelbute was moved up in the NBC flackery as assistant to 
Les Raddatz. An addition to the staff is Christy Walsh, Jr., son of the 
sports syndicator ABC took on five new announcers, namely Roger 
Carroll, Jim Berry, Lloyd Howard, Paul Stewart and John Harlan.... 

rank Kinsella and Don Prindle are putting together some packages for 
radio, with Cass Daley (Mrs. K.) the prize bundle....Sponsors of the 
two Needham, Louis & Brorby Coast shows (“The McGees” and “Gil- 
dersleeve”) are taking their good time about renewing or cancelling 

Ted Bliss is back directing “Sherlock” after a three-month layoff 
due to illness Henry Russell sold out his stock in the recently- 
formed agency to his partner, Vick Knight, who'll go it alone. ..:Sam 
Hayes says the deal he made with Studebaker on Don Lee is the most 
lucrative of his 21 years of newscasting....Max Hutton replaced Bob 
Soderberg as producer of the Penny Singleton show, but-the latter 
stays on as writer Tom Harrington out from N. Y. to see what can 
be done about fixing up the Steve Allen show. If he can’t do it, the 
prospects are indeed gloomy... Not so many months ago Bud Edwards 
was Leonard Reeg’s boss, but now it’s the other way around... .John 
Guedel is looking for an organization that hasn’t awarded a. plaque 
for this or that so he can give them one on “People Are Funny.” 


IN CHICAGO ee e@ 


Norine Freeman has resigned her radio and TV director post at the 
W. B. Doner agency. No replacement has been set... . Jim Lowe, for- 
mer WIRE, Indianapolis, staffer, has joined the WBBM announcing 
crew....WGN gabbers Norman Kraeft, Pierre Andre and Richard 
Thorne have launched a speech school....Frank C. Borst has been 
upped to veepee slot at A. C. Nielsen Co.....Henry C. Williams, Gen. 
Eisenhower's private chef during the war, auditioned last week at 
WBBM for the “Kingfish” role gn CBS-TV’s “Amos ’n’ Andy”.... 
Publicist Barbara Mason from Maraleita Dutton Associates, in N. Y. 
on a combination biz-pleasure trip and a visit with her father, Federal 
Trade Commissioner Lowell Mason....Life and career of “Fats” Waller 
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documented on WMAQ’s “Destination Freedom” Sunday (11). _..WGN 
and Mutual to air final auditions for the Michaels Memorial Music 
award from Orchestra hall July 9....Pete Fox has been pacted to 
bankroll 11 quarter-hour football shows on WBBM next fall. John 
Harrington will gab the series. 
Paul Harvey, WENR newscaster, ! 
Montgomery on the Thursday night ABC commentary during latter’s 
10-week vacation. ...Gilbert E. Gustafson, Zenith veepee in charge of 
engineering, copped an honorary degree from Stevens Institute of 
Technology....Dorothy Reynolds, Mutual's central division sales serv- 


ice manager, vacationing in Iowa....Chet Randolph, former farm serv- | 


ice director at KGLO, Mason City, Ia., joins WLS as asst. farm program 


director. ...Earl Nightingale exits WBBM for radio and TV freelancing | 


Shoshin Aoki, chief of school broadcasting, Japanese Ministry of 
Education, and Seigo Yamazaki, educational program director of Japan 
Broadcasting system, guests of Judith Waller at NBC this week... .Carl 


| 


| 


: | 
takes over this week for Robert! audiences is 


| 


| 
| 








Godfrey 


Continued ffom page 35 


the fact that he, alone, 
is responsible for reviving the 
long-dormant ukelele industry, by 
virtue of integrating the instru- 
ment into his TV format (he has 
a twice-weekly sponsored video 
show devoted to ukelele lessons). 
As one vet CBS exec put it: 





“There's been nothing to match 


Burkland, N. Y. Radio Sales general manager; Ralph Platt, Detroit Ra- | 


dio Sales manager; and C. P. Persons, sales manager of WAPI, Bir- 
mingham, huddled with Chi Radio Sales toppers last week 
C. Page, WLS farm program director, elected to board of trustees of 
Farm Foundation Hooper White, WBBM producer, off for his vaca- 
tion Sunday (18)....NBC Quiz Kid, Ruthie Duskin, has had one of her 


poems selected as a finalist in an Atlantic Monthly contest. 




















Philip Katz, operator of a speech 
clinic. Meeker asked him a few 
leading questions anent his pro- 
fesh, and boys discussed causes of 
speech defects, difference between 
stammering and stuttering, and in- 
ability of some to stand up and 
make a speech. It proved quite in- 
teresting, but failed to register 
completely, due to difficulty in un- 
derstanding what the speech in- 
structor was saying. 

High spot of the show was 
Meeker’s story-telling, this time a 
recounting of a tale of the frozen 
north. It was the legend of Fro- 
bisher’s Folly, and Meeker gave it 
a sharp telling which held the 
listener. Baritone Pickett was 
back after Meeker’s sesh of story- 
telling, to warble “So in Love” 
and “Wunderbar,” with neat mu- 
sical background by Herbie Koch 
at the console of the big Kilgen 
organ. 

While the show lacks the full- 
ness usually provided by an or- 
chestra, combo of storyteller, bari- 
tone singer, and big studio organ 
resolve into a neat Friday night 
package to fit the summer sustain- 
ing budget. Wied. 


DIXIELAND JAZZ CONCERTS 
With Tony Dalmado, Charles Mil- 
ler, Tony Costa, Jimmie Conniff, 
Johnny Castaing, Joe Loyacano, 
Frank Federico, Sam De Kemel 
Producer-Director: Ed Hoerner 
Writer: Irving J. Vidacovich 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New Orleans 
This new CBS series, which de- 
buted last Wednesday night (7), 
carries appeal only for the strictest 
of hep cats who have now forsaken 
bebop for the two-beat ragtime of 
Dixieland jazz, currently undergo- 
ing a nationwide reyival. Program 


was completely unrelieved by any | 


showmanship or variety; with no 
announcer buildup or explanation, 
it tore into the first of a string of 


jumperoos and kept going for a_/| 
panting 30 minutes that must have | 


had jazzophiles flipping their lids 
and more conservative  dialers 
reaching frantically for the knob. 


Trumpet, trombone, clarinet, 


‘bugle and four rhythm produced 


| Studio 





some expert Dixieland, but a half- 
hour of one type of? music exclu- 
sively can become a little wearing, 
no matter how well it’s played. 
audience reaction § also 
tended to become a bit annoying, 
with screams and whistles out of 
all proportion to the quality of the 
solos, and coming, curiously 


enough, before and not after them. ' 


“Appreciation” of the studio crowd, 
despite the yelling, seemed con- 
trived and evoked a mental picture 
of the old applause card being 
held up—with the announcer 
in this case getting his cues mixed 
and ‘calling for the yells at the 
start of a solo instead of at the 
finish. 

Program, appropriately enough, 
originates from New Orleans (via 
WWL), home of Dixieland two- 
beats. Rich. 





SCIENCE FORUM 


With Dr. Louis Tonks, Dr. Francis. 


L. Norton, Dr. William Cass, 

Dr. Vincent J. Schaefer, Ber- 

nard Krause, Guests 
30 Mins.; Wed., 7:30 p.m. 
GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Top area educational and one 
of radio’s finest scientifics, “Forum” 
wears well. Now in the 11th year, 
feature is just as instructive, ab- 
sorbing, stimulating and helpful 
as it was in the leng ago when 
General Electric reserved a half- 
hour of choice network time. Re- 
portedly NBC offered on various 
occasions to put the show on the 
web in a different spot, but the ar- 
rangement was mever effected—to 
broadcasting’s loss. GE merits 
praise for keeping the night block, 
maintaining a high level of guest 
speakers, and retaining most of 
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... Arthur | 

















the original learned and human | 


panel. 

Format is unchanged—a scien- 
tist discusses a subject on which 
he is an authority (“Forum” is a 
frequent springboard for press as- 
sociation stories) 
plus the guest, answer questions 
submitted by listeners. Bernard 
Krause, of the WGY staff, is mod- 
erator-quizmaster. On last broad- 
cast heard, Dr. Gorton R. Fonda 
spun an interesting tale of the dis- 
covery of the Chinese secret for 
porcelain manufacture by a 17th 
century French chemist. One of 
the queries which he, Dr. Tonks 
and others answered, dealt with 
“black light,” Dr. Fonda touching 
on its uses in creating stage illu- 
minating effects. Interrogations 
cover a wide range, many of them 
dealing with problems or puzzlers 
faced by householders. The panel- 


and the panel, | 


ists seldom are stumped; they ex- | 


pertly blend the abstract with the 
practical, leavening science with 
light humor. Krause pursues the 
questioning when the answers 
seem on too high or abtruse a 
level. Jaco. 


PPS SOSSPOSCPOEO TOTS OE HE 


Radio Followup 
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“Sky King,” ABC’s Chi-origina- 
tion twice-weekly kiddies adven- 
ture series, got a last minute green- 
light for a sustaining ride during 
sponsor’s (Derby Foods) hiatus. Ini- 
| tial stanza Tuesday (6) under the 
guidance 





of staff producer Burr | 


Lee indicated the strip is in good | 


hands for the summer. Regular 


cast was at the mike, with Myron | 


| Wallace handling the narration and 
Jack Lester as Sky King and Cliff 
Soubier as Jim Bell. The flying 
rancher and his side-kick Bell, with 
assists from Penny (Beryl Vaughan) 
and Clipper (Johnny Coons), round- 
ed up the critters in the approved 
| stvle, the baddies in this case be- 
ing a trio of counterfeiters. profi- 
cient thesping of regulars was abet- 
‘ted by able support from freelanc- 
ers Norm Gottschalk, George Cisar, 
Don Gallagher and Geraldine Kay. 
Commercial breaks were filled by 
pitches for kiddie safety. 
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{the Godfrey 


phenomenon in the 
history of radio or TV.” 

The Lever gross billings alone, 
for sponsorship of Godfrey in the 
10-10:15 a.m. segment Monday- 
through-Friday, totals $1,530,000. 
Here’s the breakdown on his va- 
rious other sponsorship deals: 

10:15 to 10:30 a.m., shared be- 
tween Pillsbury and Wildroot, $1,- 
530,000. 


10:30 to 10:45 a.m., Gold Seal 
Glasswax, $1,530,000. 
10:45 to 11 a.m., National Bis- 


cuit Co., $1,530,000. 


11 to 11:30 a.m., Chesterfield, 
$2,260,000. 

Monday evenings at 8 ‘“God- 
frey’s Talent Scouts” radio-TV 


simulcast for Lipton Tea, $725,000 
on AM, $500,000 on TV. 

Wednesday night at 8 “Godfrey 
& Friends” hour-long TV show for 
Chesterfield, $980,000. Chesterfield 
cuts to a half-hour, with Pillsbury 
and Plymouth sharing the other 30 
minutes.) 

Tuesday and Friday 15-minute 
TV segments for Godfrey’s ukelele 
lessons, sponsored by Hi-V Grade 
(orange juice) on an eastern net- 
work hookup, $200,000. 











ABC’s ‘Me, Too’ 
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exclusively to the network for 20 
years. 


Designed to protect the talent on 
its network against the raiding by 
other webs, ABC’s plan is to put 
under exclusive radio and TV con- 
tract all its top program person- 
alities. To further bolster both 
its AM and TV programming, Kint- 
ner is initiating deals with shows 
and stars dropped by sponsors on 
other chains. Blueprint calls for 
a strong run of shows on certain 
nights, such as was done when Bing 
Crosby was on ABC for Philco. 
“Screen Guild” will be the starter 
on Thursday night. 











CBS In Stew 


Continued from page 35 





the major markets throughout the 
country, the CBS affiliates are en- 
joying juicy local revenues in the 
10 a.m. programming rosters. 


Lever Bros. has served notice it 
wants the ‘full network. As perhaps 
the No. 1 client today in board 
chairman Bill Paley’s ledgers, the 
web is taking no chances in incur- 
ring its disfavor. It’s still got un- 
til the fall to resolve the problem. 
That's when Lever moves into the 
Godfrey picture. 


wees 





Detroit— WJR is inaugurating 
the “WJR Dramatic Clinic and 
Workship,” hoping that it will 


in Boston, hooking the two stations | have the same success as “Choral 


together by a telephone line. 

It wasn’t until after he organized 
the Yankee Network that he really 
moved into the business of bigtime 
broadcasting. He acquired WAAB, 
and ran it Simultaneously with 
WNAC, which he made the key sta- 
tion of the Yankee Network. Later 
he organized another New England 
| network which he named 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


the | 


Colonial and made WAAB the key | 
station of this broadcasting setup. 


, When an FCC ruling made it 
| necessary 
| Worcester, the Colonial Network 


was abandoned and many of its 


England-wide Yankee organization. 
He was one of the prime factors 


to move WAAB to! 


stations were welded into the New | 


| in the organization of the Mutual | 


network. 

When the Yankee Network was 
sold to General Tire and Rubber 
Co., its present owners, Shepard 
completed a five-year contract with 
the new owners and then retired 
from the broadcasting field. 


business, however, as chairman of 
the board of Shepard Stores in 
Providence. e- 
Besides his wife, he leaves three 
daughters, a brother, and five grand- 
children. His brother, 


He | 
remained in the department store | 


(IS YOUR FACE... .—— 


Robert | 


Shepard, of Providence, is presi- | 


dent of the Shepard Stores and 
other family interests. 


} 


Clinic,” organized three years ago 
and now known as “Make Way for 
Youth,” CBS network show. The 
dramatic clinic, composed of stud- 
ents from public and _ parochial 
schools, will be integrated into the 
“Know Your America” program. 





| 














Sara Berner’s Voice as 


GLADYS ZYBISCO 


(Of the Jack Benny Show) 
iS SWITCHING TO 
“SARA'S PRIVATE CAPER” 


(The Sara Berner Show) 
NBC, Thurs., 10:30 P.M., EDT 




















Sara Berner’s Voice as 


GENEVA HAFTER 


(Of the Beviah Show) 
IS SWITCHING TO 
“SARA’‘S PRIVATE CAPER” 


(The Sara Berner Show) 
NBC, Thurs., 10:30 P.M., EDT 





























TOO BROAD FOR T.V.? 


Your face can be reshaped to photo- 
genic proportions, quickly, by this 
newest scientific cosmetological tech- 
nique, direct from Paris. 

Not a Make-up! 


Consultation without Obligation! 


ELISABETH UNGAR 36 F-28.S¢ 


MU. 6-2120 
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Autry, Heidt Among TV Deals Set 
By AFM as Petrillo Eyes Vidpix 


Houston, June 13. 


James C. Petrillo, prez of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
for the past 10 years, announced 
new conquests in the field of tele- 
vision in a talk before his group, 
and at the same time urged active 
backing of congressional “liberals” 
io give his union life blood. 

Petrillo opened the 53d Annual 
Convention of the AFM here, 
speaking to a group of 4,000 repre- 
sentatives of 700 locals in the 
United States and Canada, 

In a move he said would put the 
AFM back in the fight against the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers, Petrillo briefly described new- 
iy-aequired contracts for television 
movies, 


The two big stars already under | 


contract, 
Autry 
Heidt. 
signed 
D. Snader, 


and bandleader Horace 
Additionally, 
Hollywood producer 


who reportedly 


Louis 
plans 


the AFM has | 


— 








What Victory? 


Houston, June 13. 

Jubilation in musicians 
union circles over the recent 
victory of the Akron local in 
a stand-by band dispute in- 
volving the Taft-Hartley law 
was cooled off by AFM at- 
torney Henry Kaiser in a re- 
port to the convention. Far 
from being a union victory, the 
lawyer said that the National 
Labor Relations Board decision 
in behalf of Akron Local 24 
“strikes at the very foundation 





| 


he said, are cowboy Gene | 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


several hundred TV short subjects, | 


and Imperial Pictures Corp., of 
Hollywood, which will deal in half- 
hour musical shows for TV. 


Under four separate contracts 
arrangements the union will get 
5‘o of the gross each time the 
movie is shown over video, Petrillo 
explained. The union’s share will 
be paid to a trustee, Samuel R. 
Rosenbaum, until distribution to 


all AFM locals in the United States | 


and Canada, July 1, 1950. All con- 
tracts will be for one year. 
While scale for 
based on the Hollywood studio 
schedule of $39.90 for a three-hour 
session, dominating aspect of the 
new 
the royalty principle in the field 
of films where the AFM failed to 
accomplish this objective in previ- 
ous negotiations with the major 
pix companies. Petrillo predicted 
that the vidpix payments into the 
musicians’ trust fund would ulti- 
mately exceed the disk royalties. 
Delegates 
tion, searching for new sources of 
revenue, once again sounded the 
need tor revised copyright legisla- 
tion to grant performance rights | 
(Continued on page 59) 


Columbia Disks ‘Tzena,’ 
Ships New Platter In 
Fastest Job to Date 


In its fastest coverage to date 
under the new “press-’em-and- 
ship-’em” plan, Columbia Records 
shipped its disk of the new tune, 
“Tzena, Tzena, Tzena,” to dealers 
yesterday (Tues.) following a. re- | 
cording session Sunday night (11). 
Mitch Miller, Col’s artists and re- 
jations chief, hit the deck with an | 
orch and chorus in double-quick | 
time to keep pace wtih the Gordon 
Jenkins cut of the number for 
es which was released Friday 
(y) 





Jenkins obtained a two-day lead | 


on his disk due to his authoring of 
the English lyric to the Hebrew 
folk dance, which he _ withheld 
trom the market. Under copyright 
laws, Miller was enabled to use the 
lyrics as soon as one disk version 
hit the market. Following the Col 
recording session, Miller arranged | 
for special pressing facilities in | 


the diskery’s Bridgeport plant and | paign on island tunes. 


the TV pix are | 


pacts is the establishment of | 


to the AFM conven- | 


ee 


of the American labor move- 
ment.” 

Kaiser pointed out that the 
local won the right to have 
stand-by crews while travel- 
ing bands were playing only 
by a technicality. The NLRB 
ruling would have been ad- 
verse if the Federation itself 
had been nained in the com- 
plaint. 


RCA to Liquidate 
Non-Selling Disks 
To Clarify RPMs 


Moving to cut back slow-moving 
stocks of 78rpm disks, RCA Victor 








“SEEK MAR PUL 





; 


'to boost sheet 


AND Aa 157 oTEP 


Groundbreaking moves in the 
direction of an industry campaign 
music were set in 


| motion last week at the first of a | 


-PAVE WAY FOR SHEET SALE PUSH 





Bad Slump in Sheet Sales? Just 
Back to Pre-War Normal, Say Some 





; series of conferences that are be- | 


|ing projected 
Over 25 publishers and tunesmiths | 
conclave | 
| held 


for trade 
the 
under the 
Charles Tobias, 
‘Songwriters 


attended opening 


chairmanship of 
Protective 


attempting to weld the industry 
together in a fight for a greater 


| share of the consumer dollar. 


| the 


While sponsors of the tee off 
forum were Satisfied that it led to 
a healthy airing of opinions, gripes 
and suggestions, it was marked by 
absence of some of the top 
publisher firms. Tobias 
criticized these outfits 


for their 


leaders. | 


vice-prexy of the | 
ASSN., | 
i} which has taken the initiative in | 


roundly | 


“apparent lack of interest in some- | 


thing designed to help the industry 
as a whole.” Lou Levy, Leeds Mu- 
sic prexy, spotlighted the crucial 
nature of the big publishers’ coop- 
eration by asserting that “even if 
we involve all the other publish- 
ers in an industry project, we can’t 


|move without the help of the 10 


| top firms.” 


| tional efforts will be made to get 


{the major 


has set a new merchandising pro- | 


fram to go into effect in Septem- 
ber along with second liquidation 
step by retailers since the intro- 
duction of the long-playing disks. 
According to Paul A. Barkmeier, 


Victor’s vice-prexy and general 
Manager, new plan is aime at 
thawing distributor and _ dealer 


es 


capital now frozen in “slow-moving 


or dead merchandise.” 

New program calls for (1) the 
elimination of all disks from the 
| Victor catalog which fail to attain 
a minimum sales level during a 
| six-months market study; (2) place 
consistent and slow-moving rec- 
ords on a special order basis; (3) 
provide for a standing library of 
classical and pop standard records 
of proven saleability and (4) allow 
distributors and dealers to rid 
their inventories of unsaleable 
stocks under specific protection 
| plans. - 

While the first three points are 
considered standard practice in 
the trade, the fourth point is re- 

garded as the key to the liquida- 
ition procedure via an exchange 
| system for distributors and dealers. 
| Under the plan, distribs and retai!- 
ers Will be allowed to cash in dead 
| merchandise for saleable stock, al- 
| though the ratios of the exchanges 
| have not yet been disclosed. Dis- 


(Continued on page 57) 


DECCA LAUNCHES 





Hollywood, June 13. 


Revived popularity of the uke 
has rekindled Decca’s lagging in- 
| terest in Hawaiian music and plat- 








publishers into the act 
for the future. 
Emerging out of the 


were a series of short-range and 


Tobias declared addi- | 


confab | 


long-range proposals which are ex- | 
pected to- become the basis of any | 


concrete steps to be taken by the 
industry. 
would try to set up summer meet- 
ings of publisher and cleffer reps 
to lay the groundwork for fall ac- 
tivity. 

Leading suggestion for a quick 
hypo to copy sales revolved around 
the revival of piano demonstrations 
of sheet music in top department 
stores. Tobias, speaking for him- 
self and a group of other leading 
cleffers, volunteered to showcase a 
representative selection of current 


hits in Macy’s, Woolworth or any 
other designated outlet. 
Suggested proposals for long- 


(Continued on page 59) 





AFM, Diskers Meet 


On Dubbing Ban 


Reps of the major diskeries and 


execs of the American Federation 
of Musicians’ national office and 


| Local 802, N. Y., are scheduled to 
|meet later this week in an effort to 


HAWAIIAN CAMPAIGN 


tery will launch an intensive cam- , 


Part of the 


Shipped vinylites to disk jockeys | drive will be a buildup for bari- 


Within 12 hours. 

_Unusual aspect of Decca-Colum- | 
bia race was that Howie Rich- 
mond’s Cromwell Music publishing 
firm was blocked from getting the 
Jenkins lyrie until after the Decca 
— was released. Decca, mean- 
ime, 
three ways with Jenkins, the Weav- 
e's (who introduced the number in 
nilery engagements) and in a polka 
version. New music and arrange- 
ments of the tune, based on a tra- 


ditional folk theme, is by Spencer 
Ross. 





Polly Berger, Coast singer, fi- 
nally was inked to a recording pact 
by RCA Victor last week after two 
onths of on-and-off dickers. 


had recorded the number | 


tone Alfred Apak2 as the Hawaiian 
crooner. 

Apaka cut 14 sides for 
last week before returning. 
Hawaii and waxery has slated a re- 
cording session this week at which 
| George Kainapau will etch at least 
12 more sides. 


Decca 





Lawrence’s Decca Pact 


Following several weeks of dick- 
ers, Elliot Lawrence has been inked 
| by Decca to a term contract. The 
| bandleader recently ankled Colum- 

bia Records. 





Decca last week. 


to | 


/contract involving the Four Tunes, | 


iron out the dubbing ban question. 
Following the AFM’s order bar- 
ring the dubbing of vocals on top 
of previously waxed orchestrations, 
diskeries have been complaining 
about the resulting inflexibility in 


recording sessions as well as the | 


boost in production costs. 

Major company lawyers contend 
‘that the AFM contract provisions 
don’t warrant the union’s rigid ban 
of the dubbing technique. Disk- 
eries’ interpretation of the contract 
will be presented to Rex Riccardi, 
AFM secretary, and Al Knopf, Lo- 
cal 802 recording department head, 
by Charles Grean, RCA Victor's 
artists and repertory chief, and Vic- 
tor attorney. Will Osterling. 





Manor Records in Suit 
Vs. Victor, Jolly Joyce 


Manor Records, indie disking firm. 
has filed suit against RCA Victor 
and Jolly Joyce, Philadelphia 
agent, over an alleged breach of 


a recent addition to Victor’s blues 
and rhythm department. Manor is 
charging that Joyce offered the 
quartet to Victor despite a prior 
contract with Manor. Latter firm 


is also accusing Victor of luring: 


away the Four Tunes with a big 
coin offer. 
Suit is scheduled to come to trial 


Lawrencé cut his first sides for;#n New York at the end of this 


month. 


Tobias indicated that he | 





The Jig Is Up 
St. Louis, Jane 13. 

Because Patrolman Gilbert 
Kennedy of the local police 
force can only dance the Irish 
jig and doesn’t believe that 
qualifies him to be an expert 
on dansapation, he lost a police 
court case before Provisional 
Judge John Swanson last 
week. He had pinched Orin B. 
Ingles, proprietor of a tavern 
in South St. Louis on May 13 
for conducting a public dance 
hall and ballroom after he had 
seen three young couples danc- 
ing to the strains of juke box. 

On cross examination Ken- 
nedy was asked if he was sure 
the couples were dancing. “I 
can’t dance, so I can’t qualify 
as an expert. The only dance I 
know is the Irish jig,’ was 
Kennedy’s reply. “Discharged,” 
ruled the court. 


Once-Lofty Guitar 
Strung Up in New 
Plan of Economy 


Although the band business is 
undergoing a slow but seemingly 
sure upturn, as evidenced by a 
growing demand for new orch 
blood, plus increased prices on 
bands for ballrooms, treatres 








gible sign indicates that even top 
leaders are playing it close to the 
vest financially, at least until they 
garner sufficient proof that the pa- 
tient is over the convalescent per- 
iod and restored to complete 
health. 

Indication ean be found in the 


absence from a number of big- 
| band instrumental lineups of a 
former staple—the guitar. Where- | 


as during the 1935-’45 boom era in | 
the band field no leader of the | 
Goodman- Dorsey - Miller type 
would show his crew in public | 
without the accepted full rhythm- 
section compkement of drums, bass, 
piano and guitar, today the guitar 
sideman has taken the Indian’s 
place as the No. 1 Vanishing 
American. 


Cases in point are three topflighit 
musician-leaders recently booked 
in New York—Harry James on the 
Astor Roof, Tex Beneke with the 
Glenn Miller band at the Statler 
hotel, and Woody Herman on the 
Capitol theatre stage. At no time 
in the past history of these orehs 
was guitar omitted from the then 
ordained four-rhythm setup, but 


(Continued on page 59) 


-ACUFF-ROSE LOSE BID 
TO DISMISS 1006 SUIT 


Nashville, June 13, 

Acuff-Rose Publications, publish- 
er of the hit song, “Chattanoogie 
Shoeshine Boy,” was last week 
ruled a proper party to a suit in- 
volving $100,000 in royalties seek- 
ing to determine the author of the 
song. 

Chancery court dismissed a mo- 
tion of the firm that it be elimi- 
nated from the controversy, giving 
it 15 days in which to file answer 
to the lawsuit. . 

A hearing date has 
scheduied. 

Mrs. Minnie Lee Biggs. widow 
of David MeCarroll ‘Bunny) 
Biggs, minstre] man who was “Jam- 
up” of the radio team, “Jamup 
and Honey,” filed suit asking the 
court to cetermine authorship of 





not been 


the song last February. 
Mrs. Biggs charged the song is 


the same as “Shoe Shine Boogie,” 
composed by her husband in Au 
jgust, 1947. 


In the midst of all the cries 


¢about the “worst slump in sheet- 


music sales in years” emanating 
from the current’ music-publisher 
wailing wall, a few trade voices are 
trying to break through the gloom 
with what they feel is the cogent 
point that, far from being in a 
depression, the music business has 
merely returned to its normal sales 
level of pre-war days, following an 
abnormal period of inflation dur- 
ing the world conflict and the post- 
war era. 

The handful of pubs and trade 
organization officials who feel this 
way base their argument on a com- 
bination of comparative sales fig- 
ures and human nature as it par- 
ticularly manifests itself in the 
song biz. Regarding sales, they 
say that there is no difference be- 
tween the average number of 
copies racked up on a solid hit 
during the 1936-42 period and the 
sheet sale on a cliek of similar 
substantiality today. They make 
the claim, based on sales of com- 
parable pre-war hits, that songs 
like “Dearie,” “My Foolish Heart” 
and “It Isn’t Fair,” all of which 
are around the 300,000-copy mark 
currently, would have done no bet- 
ter before the war, and possibly 
somewhat 1é6§s. 

Proponents of the idea that the 





and | 
auditoriums this summer, one tan- | 


industry is merely back to normal 
contend that any publisher would 
have been quite happy with a 300,- 
000-400,000-copy sale a decade ago, 
that it was only the exceptional 
smash that hit over 500.000 or went 
to a million, and that in the latter 
rare instances the figure wasn’t* 
achieved until many months after 
the song’s initial click. 
Wartime’s Fancy Sales 

The faney sales of a half-million 
to a million on a good many songs 
came, point out the “normalcy” 
advocates, during the war and for 
the couple of years following it 
when spending-money was plenti- 


ful and there was very little to 
spend it on. With the country’s 
gradual return to a_ peacetime 


basis that once again produced new 
‘Continued on page 57) 





Muggsy Spanier Combo To 
| Play Aboard Showboat 
At Chi Lake Front Fair 


Chicago, June 13. 

In a harkback to the early days 
of jazz and Dixieland, Muggsy 
Spanier and a six-man grovp will 
play abroad an _ old-fashioned 
showboat this summer at the Chi- 
cago Lake Front Fair. Spanier has 
beeh signed by the fair for period 
from June 24, when fair opens, to ~ 
Aug. 14. Fair will probably book 
another unit for remainder of sea- 
son. 

Group will play on deck of the 
, boat, which will be stationed in a 
| pond of water in the Dixieland sec- 
tion of the fair. Dixieland section 
| will have plantations, southern din- 
‘ing room, and all the trimmings. 
Spanier will play four concerts a 
day, “alternating= with a group of 
players who will perform old-fash- 
‘ioned melodramas inside the the- 
atre, 

Spanier leaves the boat for six- 
week stay at the Club Hangover in 
San Francisco starting Aug. 21. He 
formed the group, which includes 
Darnell Howard on clarinet and 
Julian Laine on trombone, only last 
week, after completing an engage- 
ment at Jazz, Ltd., here. Group 
opened Friday (9) at the Sil- 
houette Club for what was original- 
ly scheduled as 17 days. Spanier’s 
agents, Associated Booking Corp., 
obtained a release of a few days to 
permit him to take the showboat 
job. 


| 





ROBFRTS A MUZAK V.P. 

Ralph J. Roberts was elected 
veepee of Muzak Corp. at a board 
of directors meet held in New 
York last week. 

RoberfS, org’s advertising and 
sales director, bas been \ ith the 
! outfit since July, 192°. 
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“RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform | 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. | 


They are compiled on the basis of 
2 points for sustaming vocals, 3 


1 point for sustaining instrumental, 
for commercial instrumental, 4 for 


LONDON RECORDS 
NEW KID CATALOG 


_London Records is entering the | 
| kiddie record field with a new line 
| of 45rpm disks and 78rpm unbreak- 


commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New bles to be released in July. Juve. 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vocal in all three 


territories counts 12. 
commercial shows. The first group 


consists of the top 30 songs. 


Week of June 2-8, 1950 


First Group 

Songs Publishers 
BawitGe © 5k 45a so ONDE OTE 88a U4 oe eke chee lbbin sh beken Chappell 
Cent By oat SEER CES ER kas 55 Wi PR eam ate Gee Leeds 
Count Die eee esa as a ee ae kc hee e a abi eee Paxton 
Cry Coy Cie bdo dendeetss Re Oe ey FREE Ce Advanced 
Darn It Baby That’s Love—*Tickets Please”’............... Chappell 
Down the Lane ii era Se eee ae eke ae BMI 
Gone Fishim. . .iaicu a haTELE Ath ekcoe ahs ies Sa Feist | 
Home COGN st WMO FAME nw oovicac.caccewcccatondeinwarivn Famous 
Hoop Dee Doo ........... ee Teer TT ee eee eee Morris 
¥ Don't Car TE Tim: Beet. TORE I ona kik vivid a's 0c oseneccvees Famous | 
if | Knew You Were Coming I'd’ve Baked a Cake............ Robert | 
If You Were Only Mine .... ae eae ee Robbins 
lll Always Love You—7“My Friend Irma Goes West” ........ Famous | 
I'm Gonna Paper All My Walls With Your Love Letters....... Goday 
In the Valley of Géiden Dreams .. ..... ss ccccscvcccccecvccecs Beacon 
T Stith Se ee oi 6 0S Se es do Sk heared s Serer Words-Music 
Rt Ee Be ara fae aoe sew bo eb cae a ars aS ela oes Words-Music | 
Bog eB Se ee eee are ee Supreme 
My Foolish Heart—*“My Foolish Heart” .................-. mantiv 
Che Fe ai ok Soh ois we ees bed ob Bae ecnad Leeds 
Chee CD Se Fis bao bonike £45 poest boa obese Sea en .Shapiro-B 
Pinay © Te PN hae ine bee dha eiwee silos nthe op albus Berlin 
Rain b ech S CRE TE eA Ene de ee LE eP ObeLS Miller 
Roses Or Lee ee CEOS TPE TTS ee Ee Hill & Range 
Sentimental Me See OMe Ais s (eck hd ach Oe a REE ae Knickerbocker 
Stars Are the Windows Of Heaven .....cscccsccccccesves Pickwick 
Stay Witm. GO TAOMOr POGOe... cece ta veccttceseewasees Morris 
Sunshine Cake—7“Riding High” Burke-Vii 
They Say It’s Wonderful—;"Annie Get Your Gun”.......... Berlin 
Third Man Ghemie— {"Thire Man” .... 5... 0cdsweccnvpuct« Chappell 


Second Group 


\-Razz-Ma-Tazz ..... ea z 
Are You Lonesome Tonight 
Ask Me No Questions 
Candy and Cake 
Don’tcha Go Way Mad 
Enjoy Yourself 

] Hadn’t Anyone Till You 

i Never Had a Worry In the 


Juke Box Annie 
La Vie en Rose 
My Destiny 

No Other Love 2K 
On An Ordinary Morning 
Sam's Song 
Thanks Mr. 


en Se ee er ee 
Where Are You Gonna Be 
Where In the World 
You Dreamer You 


' Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


World 
lve Got a Heart Filled With Love . 


ceo eee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeseeeereeeeeeeeeeeeees 


Pee Rae On ee ee J. J. Robbins 
Se eS Teh OREN PC Ee Bourne 
Six 52 eeleweaae pone eR ok kaha aca Witmark 
Oxford 
Advanced 
Morris 
ABC 
BMI 


Cea FCHMaA CEPA OHE COO HEORES 
ore eee were eee ene ee ee ween 
£066 CS OHS OHV ESS 6.006 OC 64 EC. 48 


Harms 
Disney 
Disney 
Remick 
Sam Weiss 
Mills 
Miller 
Lombardo 


| catalog will be competitively priced | 


Added to these totals is the listener ratings oj | With the standard-speed disks to) 


, retail at $1 and the 45’s at 79c. | 
|New packaging idea for the line 
| will be based on coloring each disk | 
differently for identification by the | 
pre-school age kids. 

Initial platter to be cut will be | 
| the story of Cinderella narrated by | 
ithe British film actress Margaret | 
| Lockwood. It’s expected that Lon- 
don will use additional artists of 
its parent company, British Decca, 
as well as American performers for 
the kiddie line. 


Can. Exhibitions Exempt 
On Performance Fees 


Toronto, June 13. 

In a test case to find out whether 
top-attendance agricultural fairs 
in Canada must pay music per- 
| formance fees when a line of girls 
and vaude acts use copyright 
music during a grandstand show, 
the Justices of the Court of Appeal 
have ruled against the damages 
suit of the Composers, Authors and 
Publishers Association of Canada 
(collectors for ASCAP), that there 
has been any infringement of the 
Canadian Copyright Act, and that 
a fee must be paid. 

Test case, launched by CAPAC, 
brought the court decision that 
such fairs are agricultural and in- 
dustrial exhibitions fer non-profit 
purposes; that civic managements 
are exempt from payment of music 
fees under the Copyright Act be- 
cause “entertainment is not pro- 
vided with motive of gain.” It was 
CAPAC’s contention that a grand- 
stand show took an otherwise agri- 
cultural fair into the “performance 
for profit” classification; but this 
was overruled by Justice Ayles- 
worth, speaker for the Court of 
Appeal of the justices, that the 
grandstand performances made the 
London Fair “any less agricultural 
or industrial.” 


Sheet Slump? 


———— Continued from page 55 
































RCA Disk Plan 


mm Continued from page 55 








tribs in the N. Y. area will get full | 


into on the system in meetings 
held today (Wed.). Possibility of 
znother sale, similar 
about two years ago when retailers 


were dumping shellacs at discounts | 


ranging from 30 to 60° has been 
ruled out by Victor execs. 

Details of the overall program, 
including the 
ure, are being outlined to RCA 


distribs at a series of meetings 


which began Monday (12). Later, 
dlistribs will initiate meetings with 
dealers on a local basis to acquaint 
them with the program. 


Under the new program, Victor , 


will issue a revised catalog in Sep- 


tember listing only those records | 


which are steady sellers. This 
stocks, to be listed in a catalog 
titled “Music America Loves Best,” 
will be the only disks carried in 
stock by dealers and distribs. A 
sccondary listing in a “request 


catalog” will include the limited-— 
market disks which will not be in-| 


ventoried. Latter disks will be 
pressed only four times a year, at 
announced intervals, to allow re- 
tailers to give customers a specific 
delivery date. Victor plans to re- 
Vise and issue catalogs every six 
months, dropping all disks which 
do not meet a given sales figure. 


At the same time, Barkmeier re- 
vealed that Victor is planning on 


# large-scale 45rpm sales promo-| 


tion campaign in the fall. Con- 
Junction of the slow-speed promo- 
tional campaign with the 78rpm 
liquidation move is seen as the 
final death blow to the 
Waning shellac longhair sets. 

Victor’s new merchandising pro- 
gram was mapped following a mar- 
ket research which revealed that 
45° of all catalog items accounted 


for more than 80° -of dealers’ vol- | 
range, | 


ume, In the fair-selling 
34° of catalog items accounted 
for 17% of volume, while in low- 
*clling category, 21° of catalog 
items accounted for less than 3°. 


to the one’ 


liquidation proced-| 


rapidly 


GRANZ SETS ‘JAZZ’ FALL 
"TOUR, TWO-REELER FILM 


*“Jazz at the Philharmonic” has set 
a series of 45 concerts in the fall, 
opening Sept. 16 at Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y. The troupe will comprise 
the usual aggregation of top name 


Fitzgerald, pianist Oscar Peterson, 


(drummer Buddy Rich and _ sax 
player Flip Philips. 
Prior to the concert, the Nor- 


man Granz's outfit is slated to make 
'a two-reeler jazz pic. 
tribution in regular 
theatres, Granz is aiming to re- 
lease the pic to TV outlets if JATP 
can get a release from the Amer- 
lican Federation of Musicians. 
JATP’s angling for a video tieup 
was highlighted last week with the 
election of Mike Shore as ad-pro- 
motion vice-prexy of the outfit. 





Mercury, Ben Aronin 


Chicago, June 13. 

A $135,000 damage suit against 
Mercury Records filed a month ago 
by author and lecturer Ben Aronin 
was dropped by Aronin last woe’ 
after he and Mercury president 
Irving Green negotiated a settle- 
ment. 

Aronin, who wrote and_ per- 
formed a series of kiddie disks for 
the waxery, had charged that 
Mercury had not carried out the 


agreements on releasing the disks, ! 


thus causing him financial loss and 
embarrassment. 

He will receive no coin on the 
settlement, but his sides will be 
released as per the original agree- 
meni, 





Roy Stevens orch was renewed 
this week at Roseland ballroom, 
N.Y., for another four 
Renewal takes the band, 
opened at the dancery May 26, up 
;to July 20 at the spot. 


jazz players, including singer Ella. 


Besides dis- | 
commercial , 


Settle Disk Dispute. 


weeks, | 
which | 


cars, radios, Frigidaires, phono- 
graphs and everything else that 
had been stopped or curtailed by 
war production, and with the buy- 
ing power of the wartime defense 
worker greatly lessened, it was 
only natural that there would he 
a decline in sheet-music sales, un- 
naturally hypoed between 1942 and 
/1947 because the extra moncy 
}around could be spent only on 
entertainment and luxury items 


still available, argue those who feel | 


the music biz is being prematurely 
buried. 

These musicmen also believe that 
the human element enters strongly 
into the blues-shouting of many of 
their colleagues. 
a sheer case of being spoiled by 
wartime sales—that those pubs 
now crying “no business” became 
so used to fabulous copy figures 


over an unnatural five-year period | 


that they can’t adjust themselves 
to what they should realize is the 
norm, or that it’s a psychologica! 
matter of thinking the world is 
coming to an end because the 
$2- 3,000 a week they drew per- | 
sonally from their firms during 
the boom is now down to $1,000 or 
less. 

Pubbers who call current 300.- 
000 sheet sales normal compared 
with 10 years ago—and therefore 
no reason to be described as a bad 
slump — also opine that their 
gloomy confreres don’t take into 
account the fact that, whereas any- 
thing went during the war, the 
publie won’t buy mediocrity today. 
It’s got to be a really good song 
nowadays, they state, and if it is. 
a healthy sheet sale is definite, as 
in the past. And, they add, if there 
are less concurrent 300,000-copy 
sellers now than formerly—a fact 
also contributing to the presert 
deep gloom—it’s because Tin Pan 
Alley isn’t giving the public the 
quality it’s looking for. 

There’s nothing wrong with the 
sheet-music biz, conclude’ these 
pubs, that a great song won’t cure 
—and if a great song. goes to 
“only” 400,000 copies, that’s no less | 
than it used to be before the war- 
time and post-war bonanza in pop 
music set an abnormally. high 
standard possible only at such a 
| time, 


They claim it’s | 


ithe brief declared, 


Chi Court Ruling on Copyright Status 
Of Recorded Music Stuns Industry 


Chicago, June 13. 

The copyright status of recorded 
music is way up in the air as a 
result of a final ruling last week 
by Chi federal district Judge Mi- 
chael Igoe that production and sale 
of phonograph records constitute 
publication and that public sale of 
records of an uncopyrighted tune 
is “a dedication of the musical 
composition to the public.” 


Judge Igoe’s ruling came after | 


he studied a brief written by music 
industry reps and 
Shapiro-Bernstein attorney Mort 
Schaeffer during hearings on May 
12 on Shapiro-Bernstein’s motion 
for a new trial in its unsuccess- 
ful copyright infringement action 
against Miracle Records. The rul- 
ing reaffirmed and clarified Judge 
igoe’s original ruling in the case. 
Because the decision will affect 


the entire industry, Shapiro-Bern- | 


stein is carrying the case to appeals 


court here. The original action was | 


for $24,000 in triple damages, roy- 
alties on Miracle’s waxing of “Long 
yone,” which Shapiro-Bernstein 
claimed was in reality “Yancey 
Special.” |The small amount in- 
volved would not normally merit 
an appeal, but the issue has be- 
come an industry-wide one. 


Appeal Likely in Fall 

Schaeffer must file notice of ap- 
peal within three weeks. He then 
gets 40 days to file the record of 
the district case with the appeals 
court. Actual appeal probably won't 
get under way until late fall or 
early winter. Meanwhile, Miracle 
attorney Edward H. Norton has 
gone into district court with a peti- 
tion for “reasonable costs.” Judge 
Igoe will probably set a hearing 
date on costs shortly. 

Judge Igoe originally ruled for 
Miracle on three points: First, he 
ruled that Meade Lux Lewis did 
not write “Yancey* Special,” as 
claimed by Shapiro-Bernstein. Sec- 
ond, he ruled that while basses of 
the two boogie-woogie numbers 
were the same, the trebles were 
different, and a bass, being “me- 
chanicai,” could not %e copyright- 
ed. and third, Lewis «ction in pro- 
ducing and selling re. rds of the 
song prior to copyrighi constituted 
an abandonment of copyright. 
This stems from his ruling that 
production and sale of records is 
publication. If sheet music is sold 
before copyright, that sale consti- 
tutes an abandonment. He simply 
extended this principle to records, 


along the line of thought that rec-— 


ords are a publication. 
Property Rights Threat 

The latter ruling took the indus- 
try by surprise and in a short time 
had it up in arms. At the same 
time Schaeffer appeared to ask for 
a new trial, Sidney W. Wattenberg 
and John Schulman, counsel 
the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. and the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Assn., asked leave of Judge 
Igoe to file a brief amicus curiae. 
This brief asked the jurist to 
amend the ruling on publication, 
terming it a threat to “many mil- 
lions of dollars in valuable prop- 
erty rights.” 

If the ruling were not amended, 
“Catalogs of 
musical compositions valued at 
many millions of dollars would be 
worthless. The entire music pub- 
lishing industry might be disrupted 
and hundreds of songwriters de- 
prived of their livelihood.” At an- 
other point, the brief said, “The 
court’s ruling ... would have the 
result of throwing into the public 
domain many thousands of mu- 
sical compositions, both popular 
and classical, which have hereto- 
fore been recorded. Insurmount- 
able difficulties will be interposed 
to the preservation of copyrights 
in works yet to be created.” 

While Judge Igoe refused to al- 
low Wattenberg and Schulman to 
file their brief, he later in the 
hearings allowed it to be filed by 
Schaeffer as part of the new trial 
motion. 

The fears expressed by Watten- 
berg and Schulman stem from one 
of their arguments, which Judge 
Igoe answers in his final opinion. 
They argue that if records were 
publication, a copyright notice 
would have to appear on each copy 
of a record. They point out that 
no provisions were ever made or 
thought of along this score. The 
provisions for the copyright notice 
on a copy of a publication, they 
argue, were that the notice must 
be placed on the first page of a 


submitted by | 


for | 


each case, they argue, there has 
been provision for placing of the 
notice. In the case of records, 
there never has been such pro- 
vision. 

If Judge Igoe’s ruling is to 
stand, they say, then every tune 
recorded since the Copyright Act 
| was passed in 1909 would become 
public domain, since none of these 
records bore-copyright notices as 
required by law. Absence of a 
copyright notice on a publication— 
and under the ruling a record 
| would be a publication—throws the 
| composition into public domain. 


Judge Igoe answers these argu- 
|ments in his final opinion. “It 
seems to me,” the opinion reads, 
| “that publication is a practical 
| question and does not rest on any 
' technical definition of the word 
‘copy.’ Nor do the notice and reg- 
| fstration provisions of the Copy- 
right Act determine the _ issue 
here.” 








Norman, Bull 


Set Coast Blues 
Jubilee July 15 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Gene Norman and Frank Bull 
have set July 15 as date for their 
Blues and Rhythm Jubilee which 
they hope to promote into an an- 
nual affair on the lines of their 
Dixieland Jubilee. Bash will be 
held at Olympic Auditorium. 

Roy Milton orch, Roy Hawkins, 
Lillian Greenwood and Jimmy 
Witherspoon, latter to be flown in 


from Texas, already have been set,, 


for the Blues affair. 

Bull and Norman will throw 
their third Dixieland shindig Oct. 
6 with Sharkey Banana and Castle 
Jazz band already inked. 





Wallerstein Sees Europe’s 
Disk Industry Recovered 
From Wartime Blackout 


Despite crippling taxation, Eu- 
rope’s disking industry has made a 
striking recovery from the virtual 
wartime blackout, according to 
Ted Wallerstein, Columbia Records 
prexy, who recently returned from 
|a six-weeks business tour of the 
British Isles and the Continent. 


European plant facilities, Wal- 
lerstein declared, are currently 
undergoing an expansion to meet 
the renewed consumer demand. 
Sales of classical records, however, 
have been slowed down somewhat 
because of the publicity given 
abroad to the long-playing devel- 
opment in the U. S. As a result. 
potential customers are holding 
back purchases in the expectation 
of a quick introduction of L-P’s 
abroad. 


Although British Decea has an- 
nounced plans to go into the 33rpm 
field, Wallerstein pointed out that 
the equipment obstacle has to be 
licked first. Since manufacturing 
costs are much higher than in the 
U. S., the diskeries couldn't afford 
at this time to distribute the play- 
ers at the non-profit, low-cost tabs 
at which they were promoted in 
the U. S. In addition, the 50°% 
purchase tax on such equipment 
would raise prices to near-prohibi- 
tive levels for the mass market. 


Queried on the statement made 
by RCA board chairman David 
Sarnoff recently to the effect that 
Columbia was planning to enter 
the 45rpm field, Wallerstein said 
flatly: “We have no intention of 
going 45 at this time.” 

During his trip abroad, Waller- 
stein set repertory plans with Co- 
,lumbia’s affiliate in England, Elec- 
trical Musical Instruments, and on 
the Continent, Columbia Gramo- 
phone Co. As a means of avoid- 
ing duplication of effort, the com- 
| panies blueprinted their exchange 
_of masters for next two and three 
_years. Among the major European 
| works to be released in late fall by 
|Columbia will be the recordings 
made at the Bach Festival in 
Prades, France, with ’cellist Pablo 


, book or pamphlet, for example. In | Casals. 


Pe 
Bea a 
Pee 
ee 
a 
rs 
fxd 














4 








ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 14, 1950 











Band Reviews 

















CARMEN CAVALLARO ORCH 


(16) 
With Bob Lido, Cavaliers (4) 
Astor Roof, New York 

Ever since Carmen Cavallaro got 


down off the concert podium: he 
was on a couple of years ago and 
started playing dance music that 
John and Jane Doe could under- 
stand and enjoy, he’s had one of 


the most listenable and danceable | 


outfits in the business. “On his re- 


turn to the Astor Roof Monday | 
(12), following Harry James’ exit, 


a mixed trade-and-public crowd sat 
in front of a superlative band per- 
formance that held unflagging in- 
terest for professional and ama- 
‘our observer alike. 

Outside of Cavallaro’s brilliantly 
inventive piano, the orch’s princi- 


pal virtue is a library that for va- | 
riety and appeal to all ages and} 


types of musical taste is hard to 
top in the present band picture. 
Book runs the gamut of current 
pops, standards, 
faves, waltzes, Latin items, and, of 
course, the semi-classics of the 
“Warsaw Concerto” ilk with which 


Cavallaro has long been identified. | 


Routining finds no two similarly- 
styled numbers in juxtaposition, 
or, for that matter, anywhere near 
each other. A typical set will link 
a rhythmic 
Things,” a softly romantic three- 
quarter-tempoed “Lover,” a delib- 
erately corned-up ‘“Hoop-Dee-Doo” 
in the rinky-tink style in vogue to- 
day, a tasteful ballaG arrange- 
ment of “My Footish Heart,” and a 
fast jump version of Grieg’s “Ani- 
tra’s Dance.” 

Instrumental lineup is unique in 
that no trombones are used. Crew 
breaks down into four reeds, three 
trumpets, five strings and four 
rhythm, including the 
piano. Latter, of course, is far 
more a solo instrument than a 
rhythm one in this case, with Caval- 
laro’s alternately sparkling and 
gentle keyboard touch the major 
focal point of attraction. It takes 
only the intro to “Warsaw” or 


~"Polonaise” to stop them dancing | 


and get them gaping around the 
Steinway. 

Arrangeménts (mostly 
Feller and Ted Duane) 


by Sid 


the fiddles and saxes. Scoring 
doesn’t strive for any new (or old) 
“sound,” but is varied and always 
colorful. Dance beats, whether 
ballad or rhythm, are a constant 
invitation for a trip out on the 
floor. 

Outfit carries no girl singer, 
leaving the vocal chores entirely 
to violinist Bob Lido and a quar- 
tet of sidemen (including Lido), 
tagged the Cavaliers. Lido is nice- 
looking and personable, and war- 
bles the romantic wordage accept- 
ably, with the foursome supplying 
some bright novelty lyricizing. Only 
fault in this department is too 
much reading of the words; hold- 
ing a paper in front of his face 
isn’t the best way for a singer to 
impress the ringsiders. 

In toto, this is a dance-band per- 
formance out of the top drawer— 
slick, polished, entertaining and 
completely interesting —- 

ich. 


BLUE BARRON ORCH (13) 
With Bobby Beers, Betty Clarke, 
Helen Lowe, 3 Blue Notes 
Hotel Statler, New York 
In a quiet way, without the spec- 
tacular aspects that surround big- 
ger and flashier dance crews, Blue 
Barron has always supplied terp- 
sters with smooth and_ easy 
rhythms for hoofing and readily 
identifiable melodic lines for lis- 
tening. If students of jazz and ad- 


dicts of swing long ago wrote off | 
Barron as unworthy of mention, | 
let alone consideration, as a mu- | 
sician, a great many other people | 


have sat in front of or danced to 
this outfit and have derived a good 
deal of pleasure from same. Bar- 
ron’s success has been culled from 


that segment of the populace, far | 
more numerous than the jazz-ex- | 


pert coterie, which likes to recog- 
wiize a tune and dance to an uncom- 
y-icated beat. 


In his first stand at the Statler, | 
‘Barron represents a change in the | 
accustomed type of music-making | 


for the hostelry’s Cafe Rouge. This 
room has always offered power- 


house aggregations of the Glenn | 


Miller genre, with Tex Beneke and 
Ray Anthony the last two bands 
prior to Barron’s opening Thursday 
(8), following Beneke’s exit. Barron 
should have no difficulty whatever 
pleasing the dinner crowd here, 
and if he can pull in and then im- 
press the younger supper set who 


musical-comedy | 


leader's | 


are nat-| 
urally built mainly around Caval- | 
laro, but they give sufficient promi- | 
nence to the sections, particularly | 


know this spot as a big swing-band 
oasis, he can be instrumental in 
paving the way for other orchs 
which might otherwise have never 
gotten a crack at this room. 
Barron instrumentation of five 


French horn), four reeds and three 
rhythm works over a varied library 
of pops, standards and Latin num- 
| bers, all played brightly and easi- 
ly. Emphasis is on all-around 
dance-music entertainment, which 
accounts for the plethora of vocal 





tual battery of warblers, singly and 
in groups. 

Featured chirpers are Bobby 
Beers, Betty Clarke, Helen Lowe, 
and the Three Blue Notes. Sing- 
ing combinations range from trios 
to sextets, with the shifting band- 
stand scenery providing good 
visual as well as vocal effect. Bar- 
ron achieves much of the showman- 
| ship aura that surrounds his 
| erew via this shuffling around of 
the warble department. 

It’s all an agreeably pleasant 
dance-band performance, geared to 
satisfy those who come to terp and 
listen to songs they know and like. 
Barron may never make any an- 
thologies on jazz, but as # crowd- 
pleaser he’s been doing all right 
for a long time now. Rich. 


“Just One of Those! 


RUSS MEREDITH ORCH 
With Shirley Brunelle 
Bellevue Casino Lounge, Montreal. 

From their opening two years 
ago, the management of the Belle- 
vue Casino parlayed an obvious 
idea into the biggest nitery success 
in Montreal and this renovated terp 
joint has continued to outdraw all 
other boites with their lavish shows 
and low admission charge formula. 
To further their local rep, the 
downstairs lounge, never a money- 
maker was refurbished and a Dixie- 
land group under the direction of 
Russ Meredith brought in. The 
new room serves a two-fold pur- 
pose, it cashes in on the current 
Dixie, wave and takes care of the 
overflow from the main room up- 
stairs. 

Meredith has gathered together 
a trim combo made up of trom- 
bone, trumpet, clarinet, baritone 
sax, piano, drums and tuba which 
is the driving force with this par- 
ticular style. Tempos are mixed 
| neatly, the small floor gives clients 
| the necessary terp chances and ar- 
| rangements give all members good 
| solo spots with Meredith’s strong 
| trumpet offerings sparking most 
| numbers. 








click big via Martin's breezy vocal. 
The recently assembled group is which is doing capacity biz nightly | Flipover is a fine ballad in a quasi- 
still a little tight, playing most in the room. There's a lot of music| Latin tempo. Paul Weston’s orch 
tunes straight from the book and in the Byrn fivesome, and crew.,gives smooth backing on _ both 
general atmosphere would be is due to hold forth for a nice run’ sides. 
| sharpened with longer session in- in the Drum Room. Quin, Tex Beneke Orch: “Tzin-Tzun- 
VARIETY 10 R t Sell ( . M hi Week of June 10 
{Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 
> BEWITCHED (6) (Chappell) “ee eeee eevreeereeeeeeeee eee eete i Bill Snvder eee ye Peri Tower 
{Anton Karas ..... ....-London 
» a THIRD MAN THEME (11) (Chappell) er ) Guy Lombardo vakeaeaa ve 
=“ {Gordon Jenkins......... Decca 
a MY FOOLISH HEART (9) (Santly Joy) eeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeee ) Billy Eckstine Rye _M-G-M 
‘ . { Perry Como...... (one 60 eee 
4. HOOP-DEE-DOO (4) (Morris) ......... teteeeeeeeseeeeseres) Kay Starr ...-. ary Capitol 
Pueenes BGS. x ones cce ... Coral 
5. SENTIMENTAL ME (10) (Knickerbocker) .......... .00ce00- )Russ Morgan. ......ccce. Decca 
6. I WANNA BE LOVED (3) (Supreme) ...............+s+2++- Andrews Sis-Jenkins...... Decca 
J. IT ISN’T FAIR (12) (Words-Music) ..... sab bd aie ee 30683000. ee MRS nk Sica eee 
- \Jubilaires ...... ceece COO 
8. OLD PIANO ROLL BLUES. (6) (Leeds) ..........04 seccees: )Larry Cook.....scscsee. Abbey 
9. ROSES (1) (Hill-Range) . .............cccdcccas parry Sammy Kaye ....++0.... Victor 
( Etleen Barton... coves: Mercury 
10. IF I KNEW YOU WERE COMING (13) (Robert) ........ ****:) Georgia Gibbs .......... Coral 
| Second Group 
'$ WILHELMINA (Feist) ...........0.0..006. gees eee. ) reddy Martin........... Victor 
Cy TONE... sone ois ean Decca 
C’EST SI BON (Leeds)..... CP eeN eee eer verren seseee JOhnry Desmond..... M-G-M 
I DON’T CARE IF SUN DON’T SHINE (Famous) ........... cocee Patti Page écceces  MCTCOTY 
ED kk teh Weekes +6496 0etaa end edbatens a6 Livheokeen Frank Petty...... ankned M-G-M 
2 
DEARIE (12) { Merman-Bolger ...eceee: Decca 
oa | Ee a See TT eT eee **998+) Stafford-MacRae ....... Capitol 
a Ey. ee re bs eebeeewesesensocss. CRPREE BOWS: 54.8000 cen 
I ALMOST LOST MY MID WLR. {Fran Warren ............Victor 
| MIND (HIN-Range)....seeeveeeeeeeeeeeees) King Cole Trio.........Capitol 
| WANDERIN’ (Republic) ....... STOP ETO TTT OTT TS SNE ee! LS a ee Victor 
COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) ............... bdassascdevecse SEO. WHETROe .3 6 635! Victor 
I'M GONNA PAPER ALL MY WALLS oo | ae TTC Serre ...-Mercury 
| AMERICAN BEAUTY ROSE (Jefferson) ........ C000 b60sssee0tes PPO GHUNTE..0%+sa0s Oe 
| DADDY’S LITTLE GIRL (Beacon) ik tae ee ie Mills Bros. eeeeeeeees .Decca 
tie eee: 5 £=3z£— see: 
SUNSHINE CAKE (Burke-VH) ete #68 ereereee eee eeeeeeeeeeees Bing Crosby *“®eevreeeees Decca 
MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC (17) (Cromwell) ............... | Teresa Brewer......... London 
seveee’*’) Freddy Martin...........Victor 
STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) ........... cocesecwe Frankie Lainé....i.ccs Mercury 
\Figures tn parentheses tndicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 





brass (two trumpets doubling on | 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending June 3) 
London, June 6. 
My Foolish Heart.... ...Sun 
| RR Aes ",. Connelly 
Oh You Sweet One Southern 
Jealous Heart . ..New World 
Chattanoogie Boy...Pic Music 


oy Se eee Maurice 
Let’s Do It Again..... Lennox 
Piano Roll Blues...... Leeds 
Enjoy Yourself........ Morris 
CRELTY. BIOMOE.c.caces Fields 
Down in the Glen.... Wright 


Me and My Shadow F.D.&H. 
Second 12 





choruses that are handled by a vir- | 


Can-Can Polka..... Connelly 
Baked a Cake...... Chappell 
Quicksilver . Morris 


Song in Our Heart 20th Cent. 
Remember Cornfields Arcadia 


Daddy’s Little Girl Yale 
Choo’n Gum ...... Chappell 
Dear Hearts . Morris 
Lake Loveland Cinephonic 
Someday My Heart . Chappell 
Music Music Music Leeds 
Garden of Weeds. . Box & Cox 








stead of the regular three and then 
15-minute break. Newcomer Shir- 
ley Brunelle, doing her initial try 
with any band, shapes smartly and 
natural style with oldies shows 
great possibilities. Acoustics in 
room are still too hard but combo 
is starting to click and _ should 
build a good following providing 
they stay on the Dixie kick. 
Newt. 


JOHNNY BYRN ORCH (5) 
Drum Room, Kansas City 

Combo is one of the smaller 
outfits which ecalis on versatility 
from each of its members to please 
the patrons with a variety of okay 
music. Byrn leads out on tenor 
sax, with Freddy Libbert on 
trumpet, Tiny Langford on piano, 
Pat Greenwell on string bass and 
Dick Shaw on drums. Switch set 


up has Byrn on guitar and Lang-,| 
ford on accordian, with vocals by | 


Libbert and Langford and Byrn 


joining them at times for trio work. | 


Versatility enables the aggrega- 
tion to handle a wide range in the 
library, running from Latins to 


pops to standards and back again. | 


Aim is for plenteous vocals as well 
as listenable melody and rhythmic 


beat, and fulfills very well on all 


counts. 
Evidence of the way in which 
outfit fits into this cozy little 


dinner room of the President Hotel 
can be seen from fact orch is in 
its eighth week currently. In addi- 


tion to handling noon sessions and | 


evening dansapation, crew capably 
backs the Leon Mandrake show 

















Gordon Jenkins Orch-The Weav- 
ers: “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena’’-“‘Good- 
night Irene” (Decca). The Weav- 
ers, a nitery quartet, are furnishing 
some unusual material for the pop 
market. “Tzena,” adapted from a 
Hebrew folk dance, is given an ex- 
citing treatment by Jenkins, who 
wrote the English lyrics. It’s not 


The Weavers have also waxed this 
number solo for Decca in an inter- 
| pretation less commercial but 
| more moving than Jenkins. 
| verse of the Weavers disk is an- 
another fresh number, “Around 
the World,” a roundup of world 
|folk tunes. “Goodnight Irene,” on 
|the Jenkins disk, is a pleasant 
ozark-flavored item. 

Jerry Gray Orch: 





“The Lone- 


-somest Whistle’-“Sound Off” (Dec- | 


ca). “Whistle” is a good example 
of this orch’s cleancut style within 
the late Glenn Miller format. A 
bluesy number well-vocalled by 
Bobby Troup and the Crew Chiefs, 


it has big jock and juke prospects. | 


Reverse adds nothing to the origi- 
nal Mark Warnow rendition, and 
Gray’s injection of some dance 
tempos into the marching song 
just doesn’t come off. Bill Lee and 
Lee Gordon singers handle the vo- 
cal chorus lively enough. 


Fontane Sisters. “Three Little 


An adaptation of the Ballantine 
beer radio-TV jingle, “Rings” is a 
cute number rhythmically spun out 
by the Fontaine trio. Tune is 


flawed, however, by a pedestrian | 


lyric and an orchestral arrange- 
ment that makes only partial use 
of the jingle’s attractive beat 
“Rag” is an okay’ Dixie novelty 
which the trio works out brightly. 
Mitchell Ayres orch accomps. 
Teresa Brewer-Snooky Lancon- 
Claire Hogan-Bobby Wayne: ‘The 
Picnic Song’’-“‘Let’s Have a Pariy” 
(London). Two happy sides with 
a unique parlay of London’s top 
vocalists. Even if what’s in the 
groove is rather conventional stuff, 
that label looks impressive. ‘‘Pic- 
nic” is the more likely of the two 
sides, cashing in on a topical sum- 
mer theme and this quartet’s free- 


wheeling treatment. Jack Pleis 
orch backs up snappily. 
Dean Martin: “Baby, Obey 


Me!”’-“I’ll Always Love You” (Cap- | 
Two tunes from the Para- | 


itol). 
mount pie, “My Friend Irma Goes 
West,” furnish Martin with ace 
material. “Baby,” a rhythmic item 
with a clever lyric, has a chance to 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


too exotic for plenty of jock spins. | 


Re- | 


Rings’’-‘‘Down Home Rag” (Victor). | 








Tzan”-“Dreamin’ Is My Business” 
(Victor). No relation to the title 
of the Jenkins side above, “Tzin- 
Tzun-Tzan” is one of the best of 
Beneke’s recent slices for Victor. 
It’s a catchy idea which the orch 
pounds out with a sharp beat be- 
hind Gregg Lawrence’s neat vocal, 
Flipover has equally big potential, 
a rhythm item finely handled by 
| Helen Lee. 
Sarah Vaughan: “Our 

Own’"’-“Don’t Be Afraid” (Colum- 
bia). “Our Very Own,” from the 
Samuel Goldwyn pic of the same 
title, is slated for a big play and 
Miss Vaughan's cut rates a heavy 
share of the market. As usual with 
Miss Vaughan, fine phrasing and 
sensitivity to the rhythmic nuance 
mark this rendition. Vaughn Mon- 
roe sings “Our Very Own” in typi- 
| cal style for Victor while Charlie 
| Spivak gives this standout ballad 
a smart instrumental dress with 
Tommy Lynn handling the vocal 
| is standard style on the London la- 
bel. Miss Vaughan also does right 
by “Don’t Be Afraid,” another 
| worthwhile tune. Norman Leyden 
| batons on both sides of the Colum- 
bia disk. 

Tony Bennett: ‘“Let’s Make 
| Love’-“I Can’t Give You Anything 
But Love” (Columbia). If the time 
(is ripe for another Al Trace, Tony 
| Bennett can step into the whilom 
Street Singer’s place. Bennett has 
a similar tearfully sentimental 
tenor, bordering on that realm of 
|schmalz over which Trace reigned 
for so many years. Bennett’s man- 
nered style is clearly evidenced in 
i“Let’s Make Love.” On the re- 
i verse, he takes the standard for a 
solid ride, thankfully avoiding the 
lachrymose dramatics. 


Louis Armstrong and All Stars: 
“New Orleans Function” (Decca), 
On this unusual and slightly mor- 
bid disk, Armstrong recreates one 
of those old-fashioned New Orleans 
funeral ceremonies. On the open- 
| ing side, Armstrong describes the 
| burial services behind a dirge-like 
| instrumental. On the flipover, the 
i Armstrong combo takes off on 
“Didn’t He Ramble,” the dixieland 
band returning from the cemetery 
with a paean to the living. Jocks 
can spin this disk for a change-of- 


pace, 
Album Review 


Dance Date With Les Brown 
(Columbia). First of a new series 
of Columbia 10-inch long-playing 
| disks designed for dancing, this 
set features Les Brown’s orch in 
}a solid and varied session of 
‘music. Plugging the continuous 
playing angle of the I-P disks, Co- 
‘jumbia hasn't banded the four 
|/numbers on each side, which may 
| prove to be more of a disadvantage 
than an asset. It makes it virtu- 
ally impossible to select a favorite 
| selection. While the whole set 
has been packaged by Brown with 
|fine pace and sharp arrangements, 
|standout numbers are “Easy to 
| Love,” “S’ Wonderful” and “Tico 
| Tico.” Lucey Ann Polk neatly han- 
|dles “’S Wonderful,” the only 
‘vocal on the disk. 


| Platter Pointers 
| 


| Andy Russell has a likely side 
{in “Mine, Mine All Mine” (Capi- 
| tol) . . . Gene Krupa’s orch comes 
|up with a cute hillbilly item in “I 
| Want Gold in My Pocket,” Bobby 
| Soots vocalling (Victor) ...On the 
| Universal label, Lorry Raine 
{shows her versatility on ‘We've 
| Met Before,” a ballad, and “Sun 
Valley Polka” ... Don and Lou 
| Robertson’s best side for Coral is 
|*“Boom Town”... Ray Bolger has 
|cut two show tunes for Decca, 
'*You Can’t “ake It With You’ 





Very 


‘and “Francie,” both pleasantly 
‘handled ... Some more solid 
piano roll items by Lawrence 


Cook in “I'm A Sugar Daddy” and 
“Make Someone Happy Today” for 
Abbey Records ... Johnny Guar- 
nieri Quintet has a couple of fine 


sides in ‘‘AHigator Crawl” and 
“Gone Fishin’” on the Admiral 
label ... London Records has 


packaged an eight-sided album of 
“Barber Shop Harmony” by the 
Mid-States Four for anybody who 
likes that type of music ... An- 
other fine cut of the firstrate 
ballad, “Sa, When,” by Dick 
Haymes and Evelyn Knight for 
Decea .. . Dick- Jurgens orch has 
'a good jock and juke side in ‘‘The 
More I Know About Love,” Ray 
McIntosh vocalling (Columbia)... 
| Buddy Williams orch getting some 
}unusual sounds on _ Rainbow 
' Records in “Spring Made a Fool 
iof Me” and “On the Mall”... 
| Louis Jordan achieves some fran- 
‘tie effects in ‘“Psycho-Loco” on 
‘Decca... On the* same label, 
| Artie Shaw’s orch has two good 
instrumentals in “I'll Remember 
April” and “The Continental”... 
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Local 802 Electioneering Starts To 


Perk; Feinberg Sets Forth Planks 


+ 





‘Columbia Packaging New 
L-P Pop Keyboard Series 


On the heels of its new “dance 




















Hollywood, June 13. 


} 
io musicians. ne see | In rare etching, Jon and Sondra 
were introduced to = Ss on | Steele have waxed for Coral a new 
calling Fe ae vise in | Version of their 1947 disk click 
jukeboxes or over radio stations. ome poe en eae ody eee 
Another proposal demanded that | tngie Kansas City waxery subse- 
pacts with recording companies be | quently folded : . 
amended to provide for the use : : P 
of disks in the home only. In the} ,. Steeles’ contract with Damon 
event disks are used for other | didn’t carry usual clause restrict- 
purposes, the resolution asked for | i"& rewaxing for other platteries, 
additional coin for each perform- | hence Coral deal. Platter due out 
ence i two weeks. 

John L. Lewis was termed a “dis-| — 
ruptive element” by Petrillo. Tues- 
day and urged to “stick squarely 
io the labor movement where he | 
belongs.”’ The charge was made by | 


0 SS AFM in an veo It'll be video bow for outfit which 
-- Y? hasn’t etherized commercially since 
He said that the CIO and AFL | powing off Coca-Cola CBS stanza 
squabbles had a disruptive effect | j4.¢ june. Wonders is known to 
on the entire labor movement. I have interested an eastern adver- 
do hope we will get together, con- tiser before even 
ear ok age! forces and do a job,” | petrillo. Eddie Maxwell will script. 
le stated. } _ | Films are budgeted at $6,000 each. 
He concluded his talk with a trib- | 
ule to Secretary of Labor Maurice 
L. Yobin, 
robin said here Thursday that 
he definitely believes that the AFL 
and the ClO will merge. He said | 
the combination would be most the present instrumentation of 
“beneficial to America.” | each outfit finds only piano, drums 


In his address to the musicians 
union, Tobin attacked the Taft- | 
liartley law as “a threat to every 
working man and -~- woman.” He 
urged the delegates to fight to in- 
sure its repeal. and when. 

lhe four-day AFM confab ended | sicians like James and Herman 
With the election of James C. Pe-| felt, and still feel, that a guitar ts 
‘rillo to his 11th consecutive term | necessary to round out a rhythm 
as prez, 


Also returned to office without 
Opposition were Charles L. Bagley 
ol Los Angeles, veepee; Leo Clues- 
— of Newark, N. J., as secretary; 
and treasurer Harry J, Steeper of 
Teaneck, N. J. y Pe j tween three and four rhythm. 
_The AFM selected Saratoga, Bobby Byrne, current at N.Y.'s 
Springs, N. Y., as the site for its Arcadia ballroom, is another mu- 
1951 convention. | sician-maestro who previously al- 

Four members of the interna- | @Y§ had a guitar in his lineup, 


tional executive committee from 
the United States were electéd. 
'hey were John W. Parks, Dallas; 
Herman D, Kenin, Portland, Ore.; 
George V. Clancy, Detroit, Mich., 
and Stanley Ballard, Minneapolis, 
Minn. Ballard succeeds the post va- 
cated by the death of Oscar F. | the tempi. 

‘ild. Walter M. Murdoch of To-| Particularly 








| station rates for whatever time is 

consumed by showing of pix. 
Sponsor (Jones won't go for sus- 

taining showings) will pay that tap. 





Guitar Strung Up 


Continued from page 55 





Reason is that even the big 
‘names find themselves having to 
‘cut a few corners until the band 


And although top mu- 


‘jazz purism momentarily in the 
face of economizing wherever pos- 
| sible in a band’s operating cost. 
'And anyway the average terper 
can't tell the subtle difference be- 


|Ray Anthony is making three 
|rhythm do, while Ralph Flanagan 
i has virtually only two, since he 
| plays piano only sporadically, leav- 


significant of 
the international executive commit» | ment where it won’t hurt so much 
lee, representing Canada, is Charlie Ventura’s new big band. 
| Ventura, a proven jazz purist via 
‘his be-bop reputation with a small 





Spike Jones’ TV Layout 
Hollywood, June 13. 


Minute livetuned telepix here this | guitar in forming a 16-man crew. 
month. Project has been discussed 


Contract signed. 


cording fund will receive 5% of in mothballs for the time being. 
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VARIETY g 
Survey of retail sheet music © E a 
sales, based on reports obtained : 5 Pn 5 a) 0 
. . 8 @ wn” ”n Ps) 
from leading stores in 12 cities E F 2 eis 
and showing comparative sales oPok hg 4 ¢ E i‘. 
rating for this and last week. “ 2 ry g g n = ge] ¢ s rae 
5 a 2 ool o D & 3 O wn = T 
Silsi/Slale|sie/ 2| 3 Ela 
AH See elf li Sl sl el 3i six 
4 oe i ~-le| ¢ si Sis | 
National Week Ending 2 as | Si iZi el 2igi es] oe = ae ae 
“Rating H/T Sle lOl El Bio [So] <1. 3 | 0 
June 10 SlslzielgiElslelslelziel a 
this Last z: i ¢ 3 = - 5 1 = ¢ S E ~ 
wk. wh. Title and Publisher Si6iSislialgalel2lSlisl4ai#! s 
! 3. “My Foolish Heart” (Santly-Joy). 4 3 2 1 - 2 3 a Se 2.3 107 
>) | “Third Man Theme” (Chappell)... 1 1 1 2 +4 1 4 3 1 8 3 1 102 
3 2 “Bewitched” (Chappell)......... 3 2 3 3 1 2 2 2 3 #7 «+21 +«2 +101 
4 4 “Piano Roll Blues” (Leeds)...... 6 4 9 4 3 7 5 5 6 6 10 56 
5 7 “Sentimental Me” (Knickerbocker) 5 5 10 10 .. 5 9 6 4 2... 4 50 
6 8 “It isn’t Fair” (Words-Music)..... ey ee ae 7 9 310 5 47 
7 7 “Hoop-Dee-Doo” (Morris)........ a aE Tas . sb, &-e- o 
“g 5 “Knew You Were Coming” (Rob’t) e's. e. . ca. CE ae ee eee 
“Oo © “Dearte” (Laurel)............... Pet Tt. wae le 
10. 10 “Stars Are Windows” (Pickwick). 8 Tee Ae ee ky Je ve. ee 
il 12 “ Wanna Be Loved” (Supreme)... 2 .. 7 y a oe 6 9 22 
12. 13 “Don’t Care, Sun Don’t” (Famous) 9 10 6 .. 10 6 14 7 
13. 10 “Count Every Star” (Paxton).... 6 7 ee 9 
i... “No Tomorrow” (Paxton)........ ? ae sis 4 7 
15 9 “Daddy's Little Girl” (Beacon)... 10 9 10 9 6 
on | 
 AEM-TV Deal | Jon, Sondra Steele Pave W 
” | 4 © ? e 
|! Cais In ‘Happiness’ Disk ave Way 
tao Continued from page 55 Limes Continued from page 55 


approaching | 


and bass providing the dance beats. | ; 
to the suggestion for the pop music | 


pubs to tie up with the American 


biz hits its former stride again, if | 


| section, it's smarter to forego the | 


|ing it to bass and drums to carry | 


the | 
ronto, was elected a member of | necessity for instrumental curtail- 


‘combo, dispensed with the for- 
Spike Jones will make three 27- | merly -thought-to-be-indispensable 


; The guitar may not be perma- 
“ith James C. Petrillo by Jones, | nently dead as a tempo adjunct of 
his manager, Ralph Wonders, and | big dance orchs, *but the present 
agreement reached, although no | still-delicate balance between in- 
/come and outgo in large-outfit op- 
Jones will agree that AFM’s re- | eration has definitely laid it away | cago’s Oriental theatre for four fice this week following a vacation 


- | Centennial 


























| 

|'range promotion were of a more 
| controversial nature. The idea of 
| the $99 piano was virtually buried 
| following the disclosure by Walter 
|G. Douglas, board chairman of the 
| Music Publishers Protective Assn., 
| that previous dickers with instru- 
ment manufacturers for a cheap 
|piano led to nothing. Douglas 
| pointed out that the manufactur- 
| ers could net produce a cheap, 
| serviceable piano under present 
‘economic conditions. It was agreed 
|that the major goal of the indus- 
try should be the activation of the 
present 11,000,000 pianos in homes 
rather than increase that number. 


On Question of Outlets 


A proposal to increase the num- 
ber of sheet music outlets touched 
, off another controversy. Contend- 
| ing that the rack was the only re- 
| cent contribution to the problem 
of boosting copy sales, Douglas 
| Said new outlets would only make 
| handling of sheet music even more 
,unprofitabie for the individual 
_ dealer. Once again, Douglas sug- 


| gested cultivation of present out- | pleted in two days, ending yester- | 


lets via education of sales help in 
|musie stores. Douglas disclosed 
| that MPPA was working on a cat- 
|alog to facilitate the ordering of 
/sheet music. 


A positive reception was given 


| date” series of long-playing disks, 

Columbia Records is setting a new 
block of 10-inch L-P releases fea- 
| turing a flock of pop pianists. New 


| series, formatted by the diskery’s | 


'repertory head, Mitch Miller, will 
include disks by Teddy Wilson, Cy 
Walters, Buddy Weed, ernie 
Leighton, Stan Fréeman, Eddy 
Duchin and Lawrence “Piano Roll” 
Cook. 

| by rhythm sidemen. 

Most of the pianists have been 
pacted by Columbia on a one-shot 
basis for this series. 





Kaycee Centennial Song, 
| ‘Missouri Rose,’ Dedicat 
To Margaret Truman 


Kansas City, June 13, 

New tune, “My Missouri Rose,” 
ij has been dedicated to Margaret 
|Truman_ here, following recent 
| quietus by the first family on the 
|much-rendered “Missouri Waltz.” 
/Tune is one of three clefted by 
George Bowles on assignment for 
“Thrills of a Century,” the city’s 
celebration pageant 
now playing at Starlight theatre 
in Swope Park. 

A light ballad, song recently was 
recorded by the Johnny Byrn 
combo, and first pressing is being 
sent to the soprano with idea it 
may be a fitting follow-up to the 
ifading “Waltz.” 
| Two other tunes by Bowles are 
|The Railroad’s Here” and “Love 
|\in a Covered Wagon.” He handled 
| both words and music on all three 
tunes, writing the trio for $500 on 
‘assignment from the Centennial 
| Assn. 
| 


SHAYON DIRECTS COL. 


} 


_ WAXING OF ‘PETER PAN’ 


| In a move to adapt radio’s aural 
techniques to the disking of Broad- 
way legit shows, Columbia Records 
i assigned Robert Lewis Shayon, for- 
'mer CBS director, to direct the 
|waxing of “Peter Pan,” with Jean 
|Arthur and Boris Karloff in the 
| starring roles. Another radio hand, 
i scripter Henry Walsh, adapted the 
‘current legit for the disk version. 
Mitch Miller, Col’s artists and rep- 
ertory chief, supervised the pro- 
| duction. 
| Recording sessions 





were com- 


'day (Tues.). Disk set will be re- 
‘leased on a 12-inch long-playing 
'disk at standard price as well as in 
an edited version for juves at a 
lower tab. 





| Music Conference, ar outfit cover- | Patti. P age’s Pay Hike 


| sical education in the schools. 


vealed. 
Arnold Shaw. Duchess 


|'the approximately 
/that passes through the hands of | 
‘the publishers annually, 


| promotion. 


| Separating the obstacles facing caught on. 


| ing other trade facets and engaged | 
in basie activity of promoting mu- | 
Al- | 
| though MPPA turned down an in- | 
vitation to join the AMC a couple | 
of years ago, Tin-Pan Alley senti- | 
ment is currently veering towards 
entering AMC, the conference re- 


Music , 


In New Mercury Pact 


Chicago, June 13. 
Patti Page, who, in the past cou- 
ple of months, has emerged as Mer- 
cury’s top femme vocalist, was re- 
signed last week by the diskery to 
a two-year pact, at what is reported 
to be a substantia! hfke in pay. 


is well up in sales, is on a 
She opens in Ciro’s in 


Mercury has also pacted TV 


and one of them, “Buffalo Billy,” 
Diskery picked up the 


various phases of the industry, Lou options last week. 


Levy called for a conference of | 
pop music pubs to tackle their spe- | 
1S | 
the dominating position gained by | 
the diskeries over the pubs in the Woody Herman have added new | 
their | 
Kathy Kearns has replaced | 


cific problems. Among these 


handling of pop numbers. 


Yellen. 








Ames Bres. booked 


weeks starting June 29. 


Other pubs and songwriters at | orchs, 
the conference were Bill Weiman, | peggy Barret with the Long outfit, | 
| while Kay Little fills the vocal spot 
previously held by Adele Castle 


of the Warner group; George Pax- 
ton, George Levy, Mack Stark, Bob | 
Miller, of the Music Publishers | 
Contact Employees; Stanley 
Adams, Paul Cunningham, John | Tattiers, vocal quartet, has been | 
Schulman, SPA attorney, and Jack | added to the Herman aggregation. , 


into Chi- 





Flock of New Chirpers 


‘featured songstresses to 


with the Pastor crew. 


} 





Dave Kapp, 


|in Hollywood and Hawaii. 


es 


Keyboards will be backed | 


Johnny Long, Tony Pastor and | 


Pat Easton, formerly with the 


returned to the New York homeof- 


With five months to go before 
the elections in New York Local 
| 802, American Federation of Musi- 
‘cians, twe opposition groups in the 
| union have formally launched 
itheir electioneering activity among 
‘the local’s 30,000 members. But 
‘while the dissidents are taking 
|pot-shots at. the incumbents, the 
|administration leaders are hold- 
ing back their counter-attack un- 
\til the fall when the campaign 
/normally begins. 

William Feinberg, former secre- 
tary of the local and now standard- 
bearer of the major opposition 
group organized under the Unity 
ticket, opened his campaign Fri- 
day (9) by calling for government 
subsidies to alleviate the unem- 
ployment situation among musi- 
‘cians. Attacking the incumbents 
|for their alleged failure to win 
|econtract benefits for Local 802 
|members, Feinberg asked for the 
jinclusion of the following pro- 
|visions in future pact: (1) em- 
ployer-financed health. insurance 
| plan; (2) extra pay for holidays- 


| work; (3) sick leave with pay; 
|(4) hospitalization and (5) vaca- 
'tions with pay. 

| David Freed, meantime, threw 


his hat into the ring as the presi- 
dential candidate for the Coalition 
ticket, one of the smaller opposi- 
tion groups. In announcing 
Freed’s availability, the Coalition 
faction warned that “the opposi- 
ition to the Blue bureaucracy (the 
'administration) is now badly 
|divided” and urged unification of 
all dissidents. 

Invitation to the Unity ticket to 
‘make a deal with the Coalition 
forces was openly intimated in the 
‘latter group’s declaration that 
|“Brother Freed is prepared to 
|meet with any all candidates” in 
{order to unite the opposition. 
| Guiding figures of the Unity ticket 
have flatly stated, however, that 
{they would make no deal with the 
Coalition faction. Two years ago, 
the oppositions joined under a 
Unity-Coalition ticket but were 
beaten with the Coalition party 
members trailing badly in the 
vote. 


Administration forces, led by 
prexy Richard McCann and secre- 
tary Charles Iucci, are holding 
back their fire «until after the 
summer months. Reports of a 
'split in the incumbents’ ranks, 
|meanwhile, have been fiatly 
denied and it’s expected that the 
Blue ticket will name all of the 
present office-holders at their 
nominating caucus meeting some- 
| time in September. 





TOO MANY BUFFALOES, 
~— LEEDS CHANGES TITLE 


Leeds Music this week changed 
_the title of its tune, “Little Buf- 
|faio Bill,” to avoid conflict with 
the Laurel Music number, “Buffalo 
Billy.” New tag for the Leeds 
tune comes from the first line of 
its lyric, “Roundup Time on Lul- 
laby Trail.” Lynn Howard version 
of the song comes out this week on 
_ National Records under the chang- 
ed name, with Victor and Decca 
| starting to re-labe] their respective 
Fram Allison and Cap’n Stubby 


: ; Songstress, whose recording» 6f platters. 
vice-prexy, called for institutional | “] Don’t Care if the Sun Don’t 
advertising by the music industry Shine” 
along the pattern of other major) p.a. tour. 
industries in the country. Out of Hollywood in mid-summer, when! 
$100,000,000 | she will take screen tests. 


| “Buffalo Billy” was penned by 
John Redmond, Frank Weldon and 
| James Cavanaugh, with Julian Kay 
and Frank Worth, the cleffers of 
the re-christened “Roundup Time.” 





pl: , Shaw | songstress Roberta Quinlan for a | 
but is now beating it out without | asked for an allocation of a small two-year term. Miss Quinlan cut 
|one. Among the new aggregations, | percentage for general sheet music four sides on options for Mercury, 


Moritt Vice Freedman 
| As MPCE’s Attorney 


N. Y. State Senator Fred G. 
Moritt has taken over as attorney 
|for Musie Publishers Contact 
Employees, replacing Dave Freed- 
man, union’s rep for the past 
four years. Moritt will be intro- 
duced to the entire membership 
at a general meeting to be held 
within the next two or three weeks. 
It’s expected that with Moritt’s 
‘entry into the org there'll be some 
_revisions made in the constitution. 


Prior to entering politics, 
Moritt had been a_ professional 


| singer. He’s also a member of the 


Decca vice-prexy,| American Society of Composers, 


‘Authors and Publishers. having 
| written a number of tunes as a 
) sideline. 


, 
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‘ Better MCA Deal 
3 > 8 a Hollywood, June 13. 
—— PARIETY é 2 nA 2 ‘the Pallad ee ee a oe 
Pes > ar ; 3 e Palladium ballroom its release 
fo gd png ha ob. b 3 Sisal ela te le 215 from an exclusive television con- 
rs od d from leading stores in SigiZicigs E “ = >|—.|3|a] 7 |) tract inked by both parties last 
qe : E Slol|@ialeledtslelai&!s1%4 o |i month. Palladium was_ turned 
12 cities aes here: Su elSl/SiSsi\B 2/2181 01/21 R121 @ [loose by the Morris office when 
paretive het 9 @ | ¢ es S|21S\/e1§ ais 1/8] a | Music Corporation of America 
eK. e| 2 3 Q/\éle« | BIS E o|}%t|Q]! x || came up with a bigger package re- 
ais I si S | 7 o;/m 135 | quiring ne additional coin. 
| |= Cl S | Bl Zlals ;15 12a P | Both agencies have been dicker- 
National Week Ending “ oa | f | | 2 z 3 1 | 3 oO | ing with KECA-TV which is inter- 
Rating ole] w@| sa 3 I | ested in the show but will lay out 
June 10 | Be | a | § lS |m|& a siz|e : N || only $450 weekly for the package. 
cnke tas s | = g Z| = lel | & 3 E - & T | Morris office had offered an audi- 
: : k. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZIO!aAIMIAIGFISl¥in!O!H!=/ S |) enceparticipation program utiliz- 
Presenting Music of wk. wk. Artist, | ‘ : ing the band currently engaged at 
ANTON KARAS (London) the ballroom. MCA came up with 
1 1 “Third Man Theme”—536... ve +. . 1 1 3 6 1 eer 9 6 1 3 77 a variety show, complete with 
‘. ——{NDREWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) grag ime emcee, for the same coin. Pallad- 
2 6 “I Wanna Be Loved”—27007..... 7 3 3 5 4 7 .. 4 3 3 6 10 66 ium is not paying any Costs. 








GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
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5 2 “My | Foolish Heart’”— 10623A re 1 ae 1 er ras ee cass 7 46 ' In a reshuffle of Columbia Rec- 
P4 BILL SNYDER (Tower) ords’ promotion department, Wil- 
6 8 “Bewitched”—1473 Ph OEPOe eee < zz ee = B-«: 32 liam C. Neu has been named man- 
Ypres AMES BROS. (Coral) ager of the diskery’s sales promo- 


i) 
Ww 
i) 
~ 
— 














at 





‘3 3 “Sentimental Me’—60140....... 9 tion and production division. Neu 


~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) oer a - —————=  ] replaces Jim Flora who has taken 
8 9 “My Foolish Heart”—24830...... ss. 10..,....' .... 9 9... ..” 9” ,.~ Sei E) .Peees teave of esheqnes tram the 
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es Cte Aa firm. 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) Columbia’s art dep: 

J a - § partment, un- 
and 9 _ dh i 20- ne settee 10 ee 8 oe o6 9] ee 10 ee 2 10 e° 21 der the new setup, will be headed 
is Or hestra FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) a by Robert Velde while William 
His c 10A 16 “Stars & Stripes Forever”—5421 eae F 3 ee ee a ee 15 Greer has been appointed as head 
FF ONY MARTIN (Victor) of the production division under 
JUST RELEASED! 10B 11 “Valencia”—20-3755 .........--. Se te ee Sees ee ee Ree eee ee 15 Neu. Neu and Velde will work 
—————aTLLS BROS. (Decca) | under Ken McAllister, Col’s ad- 

10C 16 “Daddy's Little Girl”—24072..... .. .. .. ..'.. .. 5° 5 & “8 ..:..° 18 promotion chief. 











FAR DANCERS LARRY COOK (Abbey) ; 
11A 18 “Old Piano Roll Blues”—15003 De Oe tee, ee D.C. Seeks Sesqui March 


~ HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 








11B 13 “Count Every Star”—20-3697B er B33; l Ieee Set a ee ee 13 Washington, June 13. 
~ FRANK PETTY (M-G-M) National Capital Sesquicenten- 
12A 15 “Rain”’—10669 ah eG ees oe TiS Se era wae i te ea re oT ee nial Commission is shopping for 
: 1 “WHITING-B. HOPE (Capitol) an Official Sesqui march to be fea- 
coupled with 12B . “Blind Date’-—1042..... , ey a er ee ee Pin. “aimee bya 10 tured throughout the country dur- 





7s TR ARDO (Deces) —— : — ing town’s 150th birthday observ- 


3 . . j nce. 
" 12C 10 “Third Man Theme”—24839..... ee ee ae ee ee I, ‘Seie wiisiith Ge ihiabiablie a nen 
~~ F SAMMY KAYE (Victor) tionwide contest for the march, 





























































































12D 14 “Roses” —20-3 754 tree eee tees ea AF as * _- — a ae oT es 3 9 10 with a standard publishing con- 
_ “JAN AUGUST (Mercury) tract by music publishers Carl 
TIM 12E .. “Bewitched”—5399 ........ ree eat Age ne see pa D Sade Yah 8 ke 1 10 Fischer, Inc., as the award. En- 
"DORIS DAY (Columbia) . tries must be _ submitted before 
DECCA 27065 13A 12  “Bewitched”—386 OTT eT ES TT TT EP TOME ek he edit gh temnen gy ey Rardin 
————-"KAY ST ARR (Capitol) a Avenue, in Washing- 
f ‘ in. 
lige .«. “Bonaparte’s Retreat’”—936...... Pe CT ee ee oe ey. ke? 4 9 . 
— RECENT RELEASES — | | ———~ DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
DEEP RIVER 1SC 18 “Mesp-Ibew-Dee"—-O07T) «se es ts os ss ts ee ss oe es 8 9 b 
al JOHNNY DESMOND (M-G-M) hki 
SIESTA AT THE FIESTA 14A .. “C'est Si Bon”—10613........... ae Sm Pe Meee ea yO Jew USNKIN 
DECCA 24936 DAVE BARBOUR (Capitol) 
« 14B .. “The Mambo”—973 ............. OF MM RIE eg a kk ek ree 7.1) and, tus 
. JAN GARBER (Capitol) — 
WE'LL BUILD A BUNGALOW | 14C .. “I Wanna Be Loved”—1044 ues ee Mig Marte. bey eR = 3 Ws hi SS -G  e ees 7 » 
NASHVILLE BLUES ~— RUSS MORGAN (Decca) | % 
eneea oenes | 14D .. “Sentimental Me”—24904........ AT Nan: Hes i 4, 
— | 2 | 3 4 5 | AN ° 
F I V E 7 O P SOUTH PACIFIC | YOUNG MAN WITH GENTLEMEN PREFER/RALPH FLANAGAN) DIXIE BY DORSEY 4 Seen 
BIBBIDI—BOBBIDI—BOO d © A HORN BLONDES PLAYS : NO TAX. 
| Broadway Cast Marry James, Beste! R&H Jimmy Dorsey ‘ ay COVER a % 
A DREAM IS A WISH YOUR | | ALBUM S Columbia Day sraccwoy Cot | auteh Henagen Columbia NBC & MBS MINIMUM 
HEART MAKES Columbia Columbia Victor WIRES * fe 
MM850 C198 MM895 P268 C196 fan, 2 
DECCA 24807 : Parx 
® ‘Disk Best Sellers by Companies | S 
WHEN YOU DANCED BY! (Based on Points Earned) HERATON HOTEL — 
No. of | No. of 
THE LAUGH’S ON ME - Label wer ia wee Label : Records Points Mgt.: ERNEST ANDERSON, 340 E. 52 St., N. Ge 
SE alk kes, bok 4 Ape CET 1 ME 1 4.6 6080604 abn dees COED 1 32 
DECLA 24788 Victor ...... sd edeuveesocees peal 109 | Mercury ....... scecevecnosssee ®t 25 
~~ tS? 1325.5 os ch atinnd dee bes : Bea Barrer ere (enen cane 1 24 PROGRAM THE NEW 
BS ee ee ere 63 WOES 45.0% 66400085 eer 18 
were ae saree cgang be se ebacadaeen 4 SAR g te: ES 1 13 WEDDING STANDARD 
s DOROTHY STEWART'S 








NINE O’CLOCK GAL | 


DECCA 24662 Pubs File Latiiasesbica \DENISE DARCEL SIGNED ‘Yaltah Hein: mn NY. 
’ Suit Vs. N.Y. Cafe on Tunes’ TO LONDON DISK PACT Concert Debut Next Jan. 
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CARAVAN : 
Trio of small publishers filed an | Denise Darcel, French film ac-| Pianist Yaltah Menuhin, young- 
THAT'S THE GAL FOR ME infringement suit in N. Y. federal | tress who appeared in Metro’s pic, | sa sagged ne ey — zee 
DECCA 24653 . court last week against the Saw- | “Battleground,” has been inked to | pase tot pa Sian tk do . 
: pr tye hag ar my Y., a disking pact by London Records. | in a joint recital with Israel Baker. LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
| aintiffs are Hi ange Stanley Melba’s orch background- Miss Menuhin has appeared with 
JUST IN CASE Songs, Acuff-Rose Publications and ' ; ; * : Baker several times on the Coast. | rath itc cain ed 5: 
dh 
GRAN’MA PLAYS THE American Music. _ed her first sides for the waxery. | 
| Action charges that in Decem- Miss Darcel’s initial disks will | . *ne om oe ae 
NUMBERS ber, 1949, and at various other hit the counters late in June. King Inks Millinder Ir ane ees 
DECCA 24594 | times the cafe used H & R’s “Room Or si 
a | Full of Roses,” Acuff’s “Tennessee rch leader Lucky Millinder has 
‘ | Waltz” and American’s “Cool Cootie Williams’ Orch been inked by King Records, Cin- 
2 Single Records | Waters” without consent. An in-| cinnati diskery, to a long term 
780 6a ( oe | oe - accounting and dam- | Off on Southern Tour ‘pact. Millinder formerly waxed 
s x ages 
P a aiteged Violation is sought. each | Cootie Williams’ orch took off | for RCA Victor and Decca. 
jon a southern tour Monday (12) | Initial numbers by Millinder for 





Penacook, N. H.— Band Leader | With dates to be played in North|King are “Let It Roll Again,” | 
Vaughn Monroe has purchased an | Carolina, South Carolina and West | | backed by “My Little Baby.” 

eight-room Colonia ouse and | Virginia. Tour runs th 
about 115 acres of land, on the | july 4, aioe Delaney, Coral Record’s as- 


West Parish road here. Accord- | sistant 
ing to reports, the property will | Willis Jackson, featured on | sented Senora) celta inanages, pre- 


be occupied by his parents, Mr. tenor sax with the outfit, leaves | in L. ri 
‘and Mrs. Ira Monroe of New | the band at the windup of the tour | re eBay. Bill Darnell’s “disk, 


| Haven, Conn, to form his own crew, “M-i-s-s-i-s-s-i-p-p-i.” a ae oe oe oe owt Oe we oe 








the, Suittast, mam on ice | 
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RISE STEVENS 

NOW RECORDS — 
EXCLUSIVELY FOR 4 
RCA VICTOR 


Few artists possess the double gift 
of singing a smiling musical- 


comedy tune and a grave operatic 
aria with equal honesty and equal 
skill. RISE STEVENS is one 
artist so endowed. Whether she 
brings us a Cole Porter song— 


whether she portrays Rosen- 
kavalier—she is completely 
convincing. We are proud to 
announce that this great artist has 
just joined RCA Victor. Ambitious 
plans for her new RCA Victor 


recordings are now being m de. 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Mitchell Parish, who ‘has turned out many a torch-song lyric, will 
carry an actual torch when he graduates summa‘cum laude from Wash- 
ington Square College of Arts and Sciences today (Wednesday) in New 
York University’s 118th commencement exercises. Traditional part of 
NYU’s ceremonies is the transfer of a large silver torch, symbolic of 
academic purpose and authority, from the hands of a senior faculty 
member to a representative of the graduating class. 

Professor Douglas S. Trowbridge, on the NYU faculty since 1910, 


of the growing number of people who return to college for further 
education after achieving successful careers. Lyricist of “Stardust” 
and “Deep Purple.” among many other hits, has now completed an 
education he interrupted in 1919. 
for a new NYU marching song. written with gssistant dean Kenneth N., 
McKee. 


<-> 

Nith Arthur Godfrey and Chicago disk jockey Eddie Hubbard work- 
ing on ukulele lessons via television, the instrument may help stem the 
slump in the music business, according to Charles Hansen, head of 
Charles H. Hansen Music Co. He looks upon the uke as a summer 
saviour. due to its mobility, use as an accompanying instrument and 
center-of-the-party interest along with the bally whipped up by manu- 
facturers’ advertising campaigns. All publishers are rushing out col- 
Jections for the uke. Hansen already has four books published and 
other new works underway. 





Palladium terpery in Hollywood is embarking on its biggest pub- 
licity-exploitation campaign in years for the July 25 opening of Jerry 
Gray. Special transcriptions made by Gray and Bob Crosby, on which 
latter interrupts playing of “Shades of Gray” themesong to intro ba- 
toneer as man who arranged for Artie Shaw and Glenn Miller, will be 
played at regular intervals in the ballroom during Russ Morgan's stand 
there. In addition, Crosby will make pitch for a full-scale turnout and 
a similar pitch, on transcriptions made by Jo Stafford and Andrews 
Sisters will be aired over radio stations. 


Final rest to the rumors that Columbia Records is capitulating to 
RCA Victor in the pop field by going into 45rpm production is ex- 
pected as a result of Col’s marketing of itsnéw 33rpm automatic player 
attachment. New machine, which represents a considerable capital 
outlay for the diskery, will be used to push Col’s seven-inch L-P pops 
as well as the longhair catalog. Attachment will retail at $16.95 as a 
low-cost promotional item for the L-P market. 





Two versions of the same Chopin theme are currently bucking each 
other on pop disks. Following Ralph Flanagan’s cut of “To Me Your 
Song,”” for RCA Victor, Capitol has come up with “No Other Love” 
with Jo Stafford. With the same melody underlying each number, 
trade is watching which lyric comes out on top. 





Though ads in the trade papers for the King Sisters’ new recordings 
show the four “originals” who wefe with. Alvino Rey’s band before the 
war, one of them is not with her sisters on the Mercury label. Alyce 
is not waxing with the group, her place being taken by a younger sister, 
Marilyn, who was too young to sing with the quartet several years ago. 





Following her click on platters for M-G-M records. Monica Lewis 
has been inked by the diskery’s parent, Metro. to a film contract 
Songstress is slated for her initial film assignment in the fall. 

Miss Lewis was signed by M-G-M Records early this year. 
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THE ‘BUDDING’ SONG HIT 


“THANKS, 
MR. FLORIST” 


Vaughn Monroe, RCA-Victor 
Jack Owens, Decca 


WHISPERING 
RAIN 


¥ 
NA 


« Shep Fields Returns 
For Statler, N.Y., Date 


Shep Fields has been booked ‘for 
a return date at the Statler hotel, 
N. Y., starting July 7. He played | 
his first stand at this inn one week 
during May. Return engagement 
is a result of the impression he 
| made at that time 

Fields will be followed by Jan 
Garber, who starts Atg. 10. 


Bob Grant’s ’44-’50 Tunes 


“Songs of Our Times,” World 
Broadcasting System’s library fea- 
ture, is being brought up to date 
with Bob Grant’s orch recording 
the top tunes of 1944-50. . 

Library already covers the 1920- 
44 period. 
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It's Music By 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


ON THE BEACH | 
WITH YOU | 


(Words & Music, Inc.) 





James R. Cunnison has been 
named sales rep of the RCA Vic- 
tor Custom Records sales division. 





Reginald Kell, longhair clarinet- 
ist, has signed an exclusive disking 
pact with Decca. 










































The Trombone and Harp Stylist 


BOBBY BYRNE 


and his orchestra 
Concluding eight weeks on June 22 at 


ARCADIA BALL ROOM, NEW YORK 


Opening June 24 


PALISADES PARK 
NEW JERSEY 















Starting Aug. 2 
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NEW YORK 


























Seeseeaseues ts 
Exclusive Management wha Sy tt 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION | 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
| od IT-t-1- 1.) 
203 No. Wabash 







New York 


Hollywood 
745 Sth Ave: Pi: 92-4600 


9151 Sunset Bivd. 





will hand the torch to Parish, chosen to receive it as a representative | 


Parish,. incidentally, did the lyrics | 


' for 


'orch have 
| Room 


Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Third Man Theme” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“My Foolish Heart” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Third Man Theme” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Bewitched” 

Best British Seller 
“My Foolish Heart” 








Disk Jockey Reviews 











TRAVEL TIME 
With Ted Travers 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5:30 p.m. 
SKYCOACH AGENCY 
WIND, Chicago 

Ex-vocalist and bandleader Ted 
Travers has jackpotted what was 
a beginning 15-minute across-the- 
board platter show for the Sky- 
coach agency, air travel service, to 
more than two hours throughout 
the week. Popularity of this disk 
show lies in the good taste of mu- 
sical selections evidently -enhanced 
by the biscuit-spirmmer’s back- 
ground. 

The average hillbilly tuhe doesn’t 
get much of a play, and he leans 
heavily on neat orch numbers, 
many of them revivals of the early 
Stan Kenton and Woody Herman 
issues. His request files are much 
in the same vein although he 
doesn't neglect the better pops 


{such as “Bewitched,” “My Foolish 


and others. 

does’ an excellent 
the commercials. He 
plugs the “no accident in four 
vears” for the airline, in addition 
to the economy slant, and it must 
pay off as he got 5,000 letters in 
reply to a contest held for two 
weeks. An odd feature is his spiels 
to those in the trade, pointing out 
the advantage to orchestra mem- 
bers and others. 

In his interviews he carries on 
in easy, relaxed manner, avoiding 
the trite questions and answers, 
and bringing out some of the little 
known bits about the artists. He 
also plies the listeners with poetry, 
but also on the unusual side. not 
corny or icky. Zabe. 


Heart” 
Travers 
underselling 


job 


RCA RECORD REVIEW 
With Buddy Black 
30 Mins.; Sat. 1:30 p.m. 
JENKINS MUSIC CO. 
KCKN, Kansas City 

RCA-Victor is bringing radio 
right into the record department 
with this one, for an audience par- 
ticipation show plugging 45 rpm 
records. Mike and other KCKN 
equipment is set up in the record 
department at Jenkins Music Co., 
and interviews are conducted there | 
with wouldbe record buyers. 


Chatter on the show is handled 
by Buddy Black, KCKN jock who 
has definite ability at being flip 
with a quip. Interviews actually 
are conducted across the record 
counter, and setup calls for some 
nimble maneuvers both with the 
ad libs and with the technical ar- 
rangements. 


Formula calls for several inter- 
views during the half-hour, with 
a Suitable gift to each interviewee. 
Customer also selects the record 
to be played on the air, and sev- 
eral are thus played during the 
show. Black has Max Williams of 
the station technical staff handling 
these details, which he does with- 
out a hitch. Jockey also is called 
upon—for some visual clowning 
while records -are being played, 
and Black again is a good choice 
this chore. He generally 
lightens the proceedings through- 
out the half-hour, and has a store 
of record lore from his jockey 


| work. 


As an added fillip, Jenkins has a 
record made of each interview, and 
this is given to the interviewee at ' 
conclusion of his few moments on 
the air. Although the show has 
been on the air a very few weeks. 
over 200 persons crammed into the 


‘Jenkins record department last 
Saturday, giving an idea of its 
mounting popularity. Quin. 





Deep River Boys In 


Delayed London Bow 
The Deep River Boys’ scheduled 
appearance at the Palladium, Lon- 
don, June 17 has been set back two 
weeks to July 1. Group is set to 
sail for England June 23 aboard: 
the Queen Mary. 
Following their Palladium en- 
gagement. singing group will tour 


England for 13 weeks on the Moss- 
Empire circuit. | 





Galveston—For the second con-' 
secutive year, Ted Weems and his 
opened the Marine 
( on Galveston’s Pleasure) 
Pier. The spot opened for the sea-| 
son on Friday (9). 


| Grofe batoned a fuil symphony ork 


New York 


Phil Urse, formerly with Elliot 
Lawrence, replaced Al Cohn on 
third tenor in Woody Herman’s 
herd . . . Bruce Wendell, onetime 
WHN (now WMGM) disk jockey, 
back in New York following dis- 
charge from the army, after hav- 
ing served a couple of years as a 
‘khaki platter spinner in Germany 
.. . Vie Damone carries not only 
his own pianist but his own drum- 
mer as well, former Ray McKinley 
| percussionist, Mario Toscarelli. .. 
Ralph Proctor orch closes its sec- 
ond winter season at Childs’ Para- 
mount restaurant in New York, 
and opens its second summer 
stand at the Lake Champlain hotel 
in the Adirondacks on June 28. 

Roy Hamerslag, Sammy Kaye’s 
new manager, changing his last 
name to Maxwell, which is really 
his middle tag Pianist Billy 
Maxted, clarinetist Phil Olivella 
and trombonist Andy Russo just 
completing their first unbroken 
year at Nick’s, Greenwich Village 
(N.Y.) Dixieland jazz oasis . 
Bob Carter, formerly with Charlie 
Spivak, replaced Dick Carey at 
Jimmy Dorsey’s piano . . . Tommy 
Dorsey shopping for a home in the 
vicinity of Bernardsville, N. J., 
where he once had the showplace 
of the music world. Gene Krupa’s 
week stand at the Palomar theatre, 
Seattle, has been pushed back to 
June 26... Vaughn Monroe, long 
a licensed pilot and owner of two 
Lockheeds which he uses con- 
stantly on one-nighters, was 
awarded an honorary comniission 
in the Civil Air Patrol Fol- 
lowing organist Ethel Smith’s re- 
cent guest stint with the Boston 
“Pops” orchestra, Boston Herald 
columnist Bill Cunningham de- 
voted his entire Monday (5) col- 
umn to her. He's a Hammond or- 
ganist himself Al Philburn, 
arranger for Henry Levine's Dixie- 
land shows via ABC, penned a 
series of original Dixieland solos 








which Chas. H. Hansen Music is | 
publishing . . . Mills Music inked | 
the songwriting team of Frank| | 


Reardon and Ernest Schweikert to | 
an exclusive writing contract. 
Thev’ll turn out ditties under the 
names of Vernon Cross and Jeff | 
Curtis, respectively. 
eee I 


Hollywood 

Willis Jackson, tenor saxman 
with Cootie Williams, forming new 
band which will be handled by Joe 
Glaser’s ABC agency 
Powell inked a long termer with 
London Records... Vaughn 
Monroe winds a one-weekey at the 
Flamingo, Las Vegas, tomorrow 
(14), then plays one-nighters in 
Yuma, Phoenix and El Paso for 
$3,500 against 60° . Ferde 





for his first Capitol wax session, | 
etching two sides... Lynn Murray | 
grouped a combo for jJam-session 
backgrounding of the film “Cost ot 


Living,” consisting of Randy) 
Brooks and .Clyde Hurley, trum- 
pets; Benny Carter, sax; Larry, 
Breen, bass: Don Ferris, piano; | 
Vinee Terry, guitar; and Alvin 
Stoller, drums. 

Frank DeVol booked for one- 


nighters in San Diego, Pasadena, 
San Francisco and Portland, start- 
ing July 3... Al Gayle orch winds 
a one-weeker at the Stockman 
Hotel, Elko, Nev., Friday (16) and 
has been set for two-nighter at 
Pasadena Civic Auditorium June, 
23-24 .. . Skitch Henderson inked 
a new five-year pact with MCA | 
. Milt Herth Trio, Decca etchers 
for 15 years, inked with London. 
Combo now is at Catalina Casino | 
... Bob Crosby booked tor a one 
week vaude stand at the Fox, De- 
troit, opening June 23, following | 
which he moves to the Chicago! 
theatre T. Tex Tyler’s oatiune |! 
troupe inked for two months of | 
four-night weeks at Riverside | 
Rancho at flat $1000 ... Roger 
Spiker’ crew back into Mocambo > 
Mugegsy Spanier replaced Pete 
Daily at Saddle and Sirlion, Glen- 
dale. 


Chicago 


Tutti Camarata comes in next 


| Songwriter Ann Ronell 
for opening of “Love Happy,” for 


On the Upbeat 


tre July, 14. She's followed by 
Peggy Lee on July 28... Ray Pearl 
into Vogue Terrace, McKeesport, 
Pa., June 26 for two weeks, then 
to the Greystone Hotel, Detroit, 
for week of July 12. He then opens 
here. for four weeks starting July 
21 at the Casino of Tomorrow... 
in town 


which she wrote the score. .. Leeds 
Chi manager Archie Levington into 
New York this week for home of- 
fice huddles Lawrence Welk inic 
Lake Lawn, Delevan, Wisc.. for 
five nights between July 14 and 
20, and squeezes in two one night- 
ers during that period Dick Jur- 
gens to Elitch’s Gardens, Denver, 
Aug. 16 for two weeks. He follows 
Chuck Foster, who opens Aug. 2 
Pittsburgh 

Organist Everett Haydn, who 
had a long run at the Hotel Shera- 
ton Lounge, goes back there Sat- 
urday (17), replacing the Johnny 
Mason Trio . . . Nick Covato orch 
into new Sawmill Run Boulevard 
spot, the Italian Villa, which pre- 





viously was just a bar known as 


the Mexicali . ... Sammy 
orch plays a one-nighter 
(14) at Ches-A-Rena for 
Club of Tarentum Bernie 
Cummins band followed Eddy 
Howard into Bill Green’s on Fri- 
day (9) for a fortnight Louis 
Prima booked into Vogue Terrace 
for a five-day stand beginning 
July 18 Luis Morales band 
spotted at Fritzie Zivic’s Carnival 
Lounge downtown for indefinite 


Kaye’s 
tonight 
Lions 


stay Maurice Spitalny hired 
again as contractor for summet 
opera orchestra at Pitt Stadium, 


with Karl Fritz returning for sec- 
ond straight season as conductor 

. . Teddy Phillips band goes into 
West View Park week of July 18 
... Lee Kelton’s WJAS staff orch 
has turned out a couple of sides 


for the Dix label backed by Kinder 


Sisters, Buz Aston, Art Pallam 


and Bob Rhodes. 


Teddy | | 





week to cut Teddy Powell's first | | 


Bandleader 
London three weeks | 
Sisters and Beb_ 
Crosby into Chicago theatre for 
two weeks starting June 30...BMl | 
Snyder completes 75 weeks at Col- | 
lege Inn when room closes for! 
good June 25. Snyder, incidentally, | 
has been made a member of | 
ASCAP...Ella Fitzgerald and Illi- | 
nois Jacquet into Regal theatre | 
week of July 7 Tommy Carlyn | 
into Oh Henry. Ballroom July 19 | 
for eight weeks... Dick Barlow in- | 
to Camelia Room of Drake last | 
week for indefinite stay.. Billy 
McDonald to Dutch Mill, Delevan, 


for London. 


with 


sides 
pacted 
ago...Andrews 


| 
Wisc., July 28 for two weeks... | | 
' 


Margaret Whiting makes first Chi | 


islage appearance at Chicago thea- 








GONE FISHIN’ 


recorded by 
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BILL DARNEL 
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DON’T 
BLAME 
ME 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 
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A Musical Souvenir 
(Solo or Duet) 


THAT NIGHT IN JUNE 
THE NIGHT | WALTZED 
WITH YOU 


For Professional Copies or 
Musical Skit Adaptable for 
Radio and Television 


Write Box 868, Elmira, N. Y. 














THIS YEAR EVERYBODY WILL 
CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING 






JOHNNY 
PILGRIM 


HILL & RANGE 
SONGS, INC. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Empire Room. Chi 
(PALMER HOUSE) 


Chicago, June 8. 
Liebman’s “Cross Country 
with Jack Russell, Mickey 
Jerry Ross, Nelle Fisher, 
Louise Hoff. Bob Hamilton, Chris- 
tine Karner, Frances Rainer, Pat 
Horn. Gloria Stevens, Jack Vaugh- 
an, Eddie O’Neal Orch (13). Pro- 
duced and directed by Liebman; 
written by Mel Tolkin, Lucille Kal- 
len and Liebman; choreography by 
Nelle Fisher: lighting, Frederick 
Fox: costumes, Paul Du Pont 
qimum $2.50. cover $1. 


Max 
Revue,” 
Deems, 


een 


With all the clamoring about the 
need for better talent and material 
on television, here is what is es- 
sentially a video show that can 
stand up with the best any niter) 
can offer The cast of Cc 
Country Revue” is culled from 
producer Max Liebman’s_ video 
shows, the structure is a variety 
pattern that closely follows his 
video productions, but adds up to 
topflight nitery fare. 
“Cross Country 
originally a one-shot affair 
created comment at the Latin 
Quarter in Boston last year. Hilton 
Hotels’ director of entertainment, 
Merriel Abbott, caught it and de- 


LOSS 


Revue” was 


that 











‘MOMENTS OF MELODY’ 











JON 


CARLTON and KARROL 


Opening June 16 in 
The LOUNGE of the 
SHELBURNE HOTEL, New York 


Personal Management: 
JACK KARROL, 512 Hunterdon St. 
Newark, N. J. 

Booked by: ROBBINS BROS. 
67 West 44th Street, New York 18 








cided to bring it into the Empire 
Room. 

The revue is cleverly written, 
neatly staged—considering the fact 


that the cast has to work on a floor 


backdrops. well 
performed. Young 
especially versatile. but each bil 
is perfectly cast. Choreography is 
excellent, and most of the original 
music is passingly pleasant, with 
one or two tunes outstanding. 

Structurally, the show is merely 
a series of songs, skits and dances, 
tied loosely together by the device 
of associating each act with some 
port of the country This device 
is unnecessary; show moved quick- 
ly and smoothly. and as a variety 
unit it really doesn’t need any 
transitional props 

Show starts rather 
ing momentum as lil 
Opening numbe! 
America,” is run-of-the-mill stuff 
enhanced only by good music. But 
things get moving along about the 
fifth of the 12 numbers, with a de- 
lightful productidén piece called 
“Main Street, U.S. A.” Music and 
choreography here are outstanding. 
From that point on there was no 
stopping the applause. 

The three standout performers 
of the 1l-man cast are singer Jack 
Russell, who appears in seven of 
the 12 numbers; comedian Mickey 
Deems, and dancer Jerry Ross. 
Russell’s version of “Wanderin’,” 
backed by a capable chorus from 
Eddie O’Neal’s band, is a show- 
stopper, as is Deems’ bit of busi- 
ness on the husband harrassed by) 
wife and child. Ross does a hop- 
head dance that’s sock. 

Other clever bits are Louise Hoff 
and Deems doing a takeoff on the 
typical Hollywood story of a dance 
team, and a sprightly comic folk 
dance by Nelle Fisher and Ross. 

Show still needs work, particu- 
larly at beginning and on a couple 
of rough spots throughout Finale 
ends rather abruptly, with onl) 
fact that bellboys brought out flow- 
ers indicating to audience that it 
was all over. Frances Rainer and 
Christine Karner wind their comic 
beguine, which seemed slightly out 
of tone with rest of show, rather 
abruptly. Eddie O’Neal orch, in- 
cidentally, does fine backing job 
and plays excellent dance sets 
Chan. 


and very 
cast is. not 


without 


slowly, galin- 
along 


“Panorama 


moves 











to all my many friends 
and critics for making 
me part of their busi- 
ness, ‘‘show busi- 
ness!’ Hope | can live 
up to all the nice 
criticisms of Sylvester, 
Martin, Mortimer, So- 
bol, Smith, Sullivan, 
Garland, Kilgallen, 
Kahn, and just every- 
body else. 








KATHRYN LEE 


“LAFFING ROOM ONLY” 
—Season 1945 

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
—1945 and 1948 
MASSINE’S BALLET RUSSE 
HIGHLIGHTS—1946 

“ARE YOU WITH IT?” 
—1946 
““ALLEGRO’’—1948 

“AS THE GIRLS GO” 
—1949 

LEADING T.V. SHOWS 


Currently 


BILL MILLER’S 


RIVIERA 


t.: ABRAHAM MALES 
PL 3-4776 








Le Ruban Blen, N. Y. 

George Hall, Gigi Durston, Mi- 
chael Brown, 4 Lads, Norman Paris 
Trio; minimum $3.50, $4. 


Accent is on youth in the June 


bill which Tony and Al Mele have, 


prepped as season’s finale at Le 
Ruban Bleu, before they shutter 
for summer early in July. Show 
is headlined by comedian George 
Hall. from legit pastures, making 
his night club debut in some pleas- 
ant hallucinations (New Acts), with 
Michael Brown, Gigi Durston and 
the Four Lads as staunch support. 
Backgrounded by the deft Norman 
Paris Trio. and emceed tastefully 
and unobtrusively by the person- 
able Julius Monk, the show is good, 
easy entertainment for a warm 
June night. 

The Four 
quartet of 


Lads, a well-schooled 
teenage Canadian ex- 
choir boys, present a melodious 
gamut of songs, from spirituals 
to pop, done in pleasant fashion 
without driving or strain Young- 
sters do “Alouette.” a rhythm num- 
ber in “Shine,” a Negro spiritual 
in “Ezekial,”’ and a Canadian folk 
tune in “Canadian Boat Song.” 
Gigi Durston, buxom. songstress, 
weaves her slow, amiable way 
through “It Had to Be You,” 
“These Foolish Things” and “You're 
Wonderful.” Use of head tones and 
humming are good, but singer has 
a habit of sliding off pitch that is 
a little disconcerting, if not too un- 
pleasant She also lends a warm 
note to “Bewitched.” although this 
song was never meant for slow, 
sleazy tempo. 

Michael Brown has an amusing 
crop of songs which he’s composed, 
and which he delivers in a disarm- 
ing, fresh fashion while accom- 
panving himself at the piano. It’s 
a nice, sophisticated turn, with its 
takeoff on axe-murders in “Lizzie 
Borden”: on the Ruth Snyder-Judd 
Gray case in “Death of a Sales- 
man”: “I Like the Eagle on the 
Dollar’ and “Louisiana Story.” 
They're entertaining parodies, 
which Brown throws off carelessly 
and well. 


Monk emcees the setup quietly, 
bringing the turns on in easy in- 
formality with no attempt to hug 
spotlight, while the Norman Paris 
Trio, in addition to furnishing sup- 
port for the acts, dishes up some 
tasteful music mixes that run from 
pop to Bach. Bron. 

Mocambo. Hollywood 

Hollywood, June 7. 

Pearl Bailey, accompanied by 
John Malachi, Roger Spiker Orch 
(6), Latin-Aires (5); cover $1.50 
$2. 

Hot weather and. hot entertain- 
ment hit Sunset Strip simultane- 
ously, the Mocambo bringing in 
Pearl Bailey as the first in a series 
of name attractions designed to 
lure customers during the dog 
days. Booking is a happy choice, 
for Miss Bailey is purveying socko 
entertainment. 

Forty-minute stint gives 
plenty of time to slam over 
riety of numbers, including such 
disclicks as “Tired” and “Legalize 
My Name.” It’s slyly sold and su- 
perbly sung to please ringsiders. 
For the most part she works with- 
out a mike, preferring to stand in 
the center of the floor and let 
loose. She has no difficulty making 
herself heard and commands at- 
tention all the way, especially with 
a boff takeoff on the different de- 
liveries employed by a femme sing- 
er as she works her. way through 
various coin classifications. 

Terp chores are shared by Roger 
Spiker and Latin-Aires crews, each 
practically a fixture here. Miss Bai- 
ley’s Steinway support comes from 
John Malachi. Kap. 


Bop City, N. Be 
Dizzy Gillespie Orch (6) with 
Joe Carroll, Eddie Heywood Trio, 
Richard Hayes; adnvission 98c., 
$1.50 minimum at tables. 


her 
a Va- 


Bop City’s summer show is a 
surprisingly diverting display. The 
dominant note is lightness, and each 
component of the program carries 
out this motif excellently. 

Surprise of this stanza is the ef- 
fectiveness of Dizzy Gillespie, who 
heads a smaller combination than 
he’s been associated with in the 
past. With fewer sidemen_  sur- 
rounding him, Gillespie’s talents as 
a personality and a musical comic 
are more evident. He amuses the 
customers with an amiable line of 
incidental comedics. Under these 
circumstances, his bop carries more 
meaning. The flatted fifths are 
easier to take, and te progres- 
Sive jazz elements are more easily 
digestible to the average payee. 
There’s been a lot of modification 
to Gillespie’s bop since it was first 
presented to startled jazzophiles 


and in present form it's palatable 


entertainment. 

Of a distinctly different musical 
genre is the Eddie Heywood Trio. 
Heywood’s piano work contains 


quiet class. It’s a relaxing type of | 
musie that holds interest through | 
subtle shadings, earnest expressive- | 
ness and solid musicianship. Of 
course Heywood's “Beguine” is still 
the highlight of his offerings. It 
carries as much appreciation from | 
the bleacherites as frém the ring- 
siders. Heywood’s backing by bass 
and drum, gives a good rhythmic 
base to his keyboarding. 

One of the top comedy spots in 
the show is the bop-singing of Joe 
Carroll, whose gibberish includes 
the lead lines from pop tunes as 
well as conversational asides to Gil- 
lespie. Withal, he never loses 
sight of the melody. It’s a terrific 
stunt. 

Richard Haves adds to the 
around entertainment values. He's 
further discussed under New Acts, 


Jose. 


all- 


Baceara. Paris 


Paris, June 6. 

Lena Federico Rey 

Pilar Gomez, Tino Tornati, Bernard 

Hilda Orch, Jane Morgan, Baccara 
chorus (10); no minimum, 


Horne and 


This plush Champs_ Elysees 
nitery is packing them in, with 
Lena Horne as main lure. A well 
designed, rococo spot, it is getting 
most of the carriage trade. 

Show opens with the 
chorus, comprising 10 fair 
niftily costumed, but listless. in 
their dancing. Opening act is a 
Spanish-American flamenco team in 
good flamenco and folk dancing. 
Rey and Gomez do a colorful 
Andalusian number which brings 
them some hefty mitting. Then 
Tino Tornati, nattily attired, offers 
some classy tenoring. He is inter- 
rupted by an irate patron, and 
aitlter some repartee and catcalls 
the irate Tornati invites him up 
on floor. Audience thinks it’s the 
mccoy. Act gets hilarious as stooge 
bungles things. and they go into 
acrobatics, with Tornati warbling 
aria during the stunt. It’s a good 
act. Chorus comes back for another 
listtess handkerchief waving num- 
ber, Then Lena Horne, who goals 
‘em with her lush warbling. Beauti- 
fully gowned, she makes a fine en- | 
trance, and goes into a lilting ver- | 
sion of “You Do Something to Me.” 
Then “Can't Help Loving 
Man” and a change of. pace in the 
haunting “Beal Street Blues” 
sock returns. Follows with a 
catchy French lyric. “C’est Si Bon,” 
done with a fine Gallic stvle, and 
the crowd loves it. “I Feel So 
Smoochy” and “The Lady Is a 
Tramp” wraps up show. Her style 
and delivery are tops. She encores 
with hep version of “Stormy 
Weather.” 

sernard Hilda 
competently with a 
American vocalist 
Raised dance floor 
bility during the show, but made 
of such light material that its 
tough going for the talent. as ex- 
perienced recently by Betty Bruce. 
Champagne is compulsory in the 
ramp seats. 

Bernard Hilda and Jane Morgan 
are off to Belgium for two months 
at the end of the Lena Horne en- 
gagement, when Edith Piaf will 
headline, 


Inexpert management has caused 
a good deal of ill will also due 
to alleged difficulty experienced by 
some of the talent to cash their 
salary checks. The booking of stars 
brings in patronage for the half 
hour or so they are on while the 
place does meagre business before 
and after, 
the nightly overhead of about one 
grand. For the current stanza it 
can be considered that Lena Horne, 
including her own musical director, 
Lennie Hayton, and three musicians 
of- her own get about $430 per day, 
Hilda and band another $240, and 
the tango band $100. This is some- 
what tough to cover in about one 
hour’s real business. Mosk. 


Baccara | 
lookers, 


fine assist by 
Jane Morgan. 


{| ment,” of a 


Lido, Paris 


Paris, Juné 9. 

Carrie Finnell, Step Bros., Bela 
‘Kremo, Ted Lawrie, Annie Cordie, 
Newman Twins, Arden-Fletcher 
Dancers, Bluebell Girls, Les Cinci, 
Lido Mannequins & Models, Lido 
violins, Chorafas, George Reich, 
Bill Weber, Michel Volinoff, Jack 
Miller, Andre Lymen, Rene Le- 
roux’s Continental Orchestra, Kre- 
ver’s.Rhumba Band. Choreography 
by Donn Arden and Ron Fletch- 
er. Produced by Pierre Louis-Gue- 
rin and Rene Fraday. 


Socko is the word:for the enter- 
tainment provided in their new 
show by Pierre Louis-Guerin and 
his production associate, Rene Fra- 
day. And it ean hardly be termed 
a floorshow since it takes place on 
a raised stage and has all the ear- 
marks, including a title, ““Enchant- 
revue. Contrasiing 
production, if not 
packed with acts, -it is 
lavishly staged All visit- 
Americans agree thal no 
such show could be produced in 
N. Y. with any chance of getting 
back the coin outlay. Apart from 
name acts, costumes alone would 
make its cost prohibitive. It is the 
best buy in town for the money, 
and a must for every tourist. 

Pace of show is fast, and special 

(Continued on page 67) 


COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


“ason's FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 

“THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each a 

(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 
ONLY $25 
@ 3 Bks. 


PARODIES, | per er book $10 e 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET ...... $25 @ 
e@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., @a. bk. $25 @ 
—all._ 4 diff. Vols. for $80— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
NO C.0.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN 


JACKIE 
KANNON 


Wally Overman 
COLORS IN RHYTHM 
AMERICA’S FINEST NOVELTY 


Management: 
MATTY ROSEN, New York 
SAM ROBERTS, Chicago 
































‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


ALWAYS WORKING 
Now Moose Club, Williamsport, Pa. 
First Open Date for Palace, Aug. 27th 
Dir.: 





Kaicheim & Smith? 

















LOOK! 
For the Best in Swift-Moving Entertainment 
COMEDY 
ROUTINES and BURLESQUE 
Volume |! 
Creative comedy by a graduate writer. 
Published in original seript form, $2. 


A. GUY VISK ENTERPRISES 
12 Liberty Street Troy, N. Y. 
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To Dan Friendiy and the Palace staff for a 
swell return engagement week of June 8th 


MAGE and KARR 


“Tapsody in Rhythm" 


MU. 
ty 








Direction: KALCHEIM & SMITH 























ROCHELLE 


"Cream of the bill is R&B with their takeoffs on baliroomology’—Variety 


NOW—Bilsmore Bowl, L.A. 





M¢t.: 





JANE 


and BEEBE 





Al Wilsen, 1501 Broadway, N.Y.C. 
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AGVA's Decision to Franchise Agents 
Direct, Sans Fee, Hits Percenter Assns. 


One of the most important deci- 
sions of last week’s American 
Guild of Variety Artists convention 
in Philadelphia, was a measure 
which many feel may sound the 
deathknell of agent organizations. 
Confab adopted a resolution in 
which the $50 franchise tap will be 
waived and agents will be licensed 
cuffo to handle AGVA acts. 


Hitherto. AGVA charged $50 for 
franchises, but in the case of or- 
anizations, percenters paid the 
foe to the organization, in exchange 
for “administrative advantages.” 
Org would police its members and 
thus save the union some expense. 

By issuing direct franchises, 

iich is slated to go into effect 
bv Jan. 1, 1951, organizations such 

Artists Representatives Assn., 
hich depend on the $50 fee for 
annual dues, will be hard-pressed 

» continue. It will be difficult to 
zet the majority of agents to pay 
$50 annual dues for membership 
when free licensing is the rule. 
Groups such as ARA depended 
upon the dues for maintenance. 

Reasons AGVA took this step, 
according to convention spokesmen, 

s the complications such as system 
set up. Originally it was the inten- 
tion to maintain procedure in and 
around New York. Thus when an 
ARA grievance came in, matter 
would be straightened in New 
York. However, when ARA started 
to expand into a national organi- 
zation and took in local organiza- 
tions, AGVA branches became ham- 
strung in the operation of their 
affairs because of necessity of get- 
ting rulings from the national of- | 
fice. AGVA felt that under the 
ARA system, branches were losing 
their importance as a union Cog. 

On the other hand, it’s felt that 
any disintegration of ARA _ will 
hamper AGVA’s operation. ARA | 
spokesmen feel that the organiza- | 
tion kept the important agents in| 
line, helped make the union strong | 
by refusing to deal with non-AGVA 
acts and forced performers to join | 
because of inability to book them | 
otherwise. Another factor that will 


'ARA dissolves is the loss of group 
negotiations By this method it was 
possible to negotiate on agreement 
that would apply for most of the 
industry. 

AGVA set new rules to govern 
the situation. An AGVA franchise 
will now be given gratis when an 
agent agrees to the regulations of 
the union. 


Disk Jocks No B.0. 
- Lure in Pitt Cafes 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 

It’s obvious by now to cafe op- 
erators that this town just won’t 
go for disk jock shows emanating 
from bar stools. They seem to de- 
velop an air following all right but 
don’t put even a slight hike in the 
cash register. Second and latest | 
of them to do a quick el foldo was | 








the Sid Dickler program from | 
Fritzie Zivic’s Carnival Lounge | 


| 
over WMCK in McKeesport. Two- | 
hour show lasted less than a month | 
after it failed.to bring any extra 
revenue into the room although 
achieving a pretty fair Hooper. 

First one to try it was Jackie 
Heller a year ago at his Carousel. 
He had Ed King spinning the plat- 
ters and interviewing the celebs 
over KDKA every night from| 
club’s upstairs bar, the Spotlight | 
Room, and it, too, while collecting 
hundreds of telephone calls night- 
lv, meant nothing at the boxoffice. 
However, it lasted several months, 
much longer than the Carnival 
Lounge venture. 

Latest floppo just about winds 
up the nitery trick for the jocks. 
Very doubtful if any other spot 
will chance the idea again. 





Max Liebman revue, current at 
the Palmer House, Chicago, has 
been set for the Lookout House, 
Covington, Ky., at the completion 


be to the union’s disadvantage if! of Chi run. 


Van Tells ’Em Off 


Philadelphia, June 13. 

One of the strangest re- 
marks believed to have ever 
been made by a union official, 
came from American Guild of 
Variety Artists’ president Gus 
Van during last week’s con- 
vention in Philadelphia. 


While making presidential 
report, Van came to the sec- 
tion dealing with the recently 
concluded agreement with the 
American Federation of Mu- 
sicians. Anticipating criticism, 
Van declared, “I’d rather take 
his (James C. Petrillo, AFM 
president) word than _ trust 
99% of this (AGVA) member- 
ship.” 

“Just what kind of a mem- 
bership does Van think he's 
heading?” was the more sober 
reflection of many who heard 
the crack. 








Ringling Circus 
Pacts New 5-Yr. 
Deal With Garden 


Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey circus signed a new lease 
for rental of Madison Square Gar- 
den, N. Y. 


for a guarantee and percentage. 
However, terms were somewhat 
reduced. | 


Last year’s stand cost the circus | 


between $10,000 and $11,000 in 
daily rentals. It’s believed that a 
$10,000 daily ceiling has been put 
into the new agreement. 

For the first time in many years, 
there’s been a disagreement be- 
tween the Garden and the Ring- 
lings. Dispute stemmed from 


Ringlings’ desire for a lower rental | 


and was complicated by the fact 


| that the Cole Bros. Circus had made 


a pitch for the arena. There had 
been reports that the Ringlings 


would play armories in New York | 


and Brooklyn if not getting a re- 
duced rental at Garden. 


* siladelphia, June 13. | 





New pact is for five | 
years and as in previous,deal calls 


The American Guild of Variety 
|Artists convention held last week , 
'at the Adelphia hotel, took steps. 
‘to secure its financial future and | 
|that of its membership in the face | 
|of declining employment in their) 
jfield. For the first time in its, 
,history, the performers’ union | 


Sinatra, Horne 





| Set for London 


Frank Sinatra has been signed 
to play the Palladium, London, 
starting July 10. Sinatra takes the 
spot originally planned for Jimmy 
Durante, who cancelled because of 
his desire to be near his former 
|; partner and now personal man- 
ager, Lou Clayton, who is serious- 
ly ill. 

Sinatra will come in after Jack 
Benny. Others signed for this 
house include Abbott & Costello 
and Ethel Smith on program after 
Sinatra, Lena Horne and Harvey 
Stone following, and Tommy Trin- 
der in September. 





Chi’s College Inn Closing, 


Reopens as Byfield Room 
Chicago, June 13. 
College. Inn, 
famed bistro, closes June 25. 
After remodeling, location will re- 
open as the Ernie Byfield Porter 
Room, somewhat on the style of 
the swank Pump Room of the Am- 
bassador East, as a memorial to 


the restaurateur who died several | 


months ago. 

Although no special ceremony 
will mark the temporary shuttering, 
city civic leaders are planning an 
Ernie Byfield Memorial. 





Mimi Warren, songstress, added 
to the Mermaid Room of the Park 
Sheraton hotel, N. Y. 


Sherman hotel’s 


Dues Hike (624-100), 5%, Tax Bite, 
Some Fisticuffs Spark AGVA Confab 


adopted the principle of dues pay- 
ments: based on earning capacity. 
Dues have been increased to a 
minimum of $24 annually for 
chorus and acts whose regular 
salary is up to $500 weekly. From 
$500 to $1,000 dues will be $32; 
up to $2,000, $48, and acts earning 
over $2,000 weekly will pay $100 


| annually. 


This wus but one of the several 


| steps taken to insure the future of 


the union. Another major step 
was passage of a resolution which 
calls upon all buyers of AGVA 
talent to pay 5% of the total talent 
tab into the AGVA relief and wel- 
fare fund. This tax slated to go 
into effect Oct. 1, 1950, calls for 
a minimum of $25 weekly for any 
show and a maximum of $500 dur- 
ing the run of any display. 

Another step taken was the af- 
firmation of an agreement with 
Lou Goldberg to produce an 
AGVA television show which will 
attempt to put forward talent that 
hasn’t been previously seen in that 
imedium. AGVA will get a fee for 
use of its name. 

However, union voluntarilly sur- 
rendered a healthy slice of rev- 
enue when it passed a resolution 
giving AGVA franchises to agen- 
cies on a free basis instead of the 
$50 fee usually charged to those 
not members of any percenters 
org. (see separate story.) 
| AFM Surrender 

One of the stormiest issues fac- 
ing the union was the ratification 
of the agreement with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. It was 
charged that by this pact, signed 
two weeks ago by union’s presi- 
dent, Gus Van, there was a whole- 
sale AGVA capitulation to the 
James C. Petrillo union. AGVA, 
it was charged, sold out harmonica 
and cocktail lounge acts, the for- 
mer classification it had exclusive- 
ly, while the latter was shared with 
|AFM. It was charged that there 
would be a hardship on these type 
turns because of the fact that, aside 


(Continued on page 68) 
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I'm not blowing my own horn— 


BUT I'm working! ! 



































| grows young and clean again. | 
* BOOKED SOLID-INDEFINITELY * 





































own Vari 
tooted for Home T Cries for More ose nen cena at ety 
Hore And London n l don't ren 
py Harold HOM ne Christian THE SUNDAY TIMES, JUNE 4, 1950 the Indian MP that Hagia 
tatic critic © Sonaliti SSlers hj : Said 
: tic tor don. Sona] - ad ; 
+ London Dremscience anit 1 ag town app ‘HESs Or we Ye sears Peis ‘ing per- 
ym Niles, rom Hi “PPeCarance j “a. 7 Oe thele a 
‘ on from viles frott ce€ 5 ” 1e] . 
rican coal dealers ingit, Feo AMk OWT VARIETY Palladium Cisely how ” Englana, er told , a 
An Ameri cpitants 10, cry, Yas SteVPVEC | niever b many ; iS pre 
: inha on hicase. sane, Ga . their Y Miles Ff,. 
ot 3 0 ancl 2) from pore theater famous Holly The stars of the programme are Lar ry Parks a Ir native Village wee from London 
» bimeltt yy quite en ling . “Be Was 
into the a jght Wee ney. he jaws oO 58, however ’ All the 
a ueertes Line MIKES Toe eight OU Sing the cornet and Betty Garrett, agreeable young people who Me. Vie tyaet,,COUd be writtet % 
woot yo this * ith him Pew ish orches +ade, who ns no 
He snatehec t opens Eng! > pets ; Dlavs tl 
his ae ast, and : . lree mes 
attr frm apes fs TT owing Me do a lot of things quite well. But the best turn which ty ce pom tt the enue coe 
ai haar » had & art 4 - Ss at 9 «© € ti : 
. faster. t he Mr or and ste . ’ P ast as me, 
played indeed tha slower : 2 four ivory — hard ae 
Ho fate tne end 18 gualence at tne is Mr. Vic Hyde’s. Mr. Hyde plays four cornets ine hot Pals into the aj. 2, (Os8ing 
corn wr d cle ; . 8 ‘hem . © ar and e; 
ain. ; 13 «later the cramping, # ft us . * - Mr, I "ae Cateh.~ 
ve 18 nang ot outing: Danny cave name. simultaneously, which would have put him high Strously cleve; — is, in fact gee 
London 4 ye not heard * is a ‘® , had ever or Tr €lloyw as on- 
in o@ way we caye, after Bo’. iy Englant ° . ’ ] 4.000 Mile » Who con ; 
- And wor ae week, a ” stich. ither. But in Browning S category of W hat Does. But, as to show ; niles from Niles Mi rae all 
whereas, UN iyde, from ed of Niles tis making ‘ ; UMself ¢  chigan 
vearad of te e had ever hea hat. _. Ae “ght on : H i tric thin a Master , . 
hewery few of US hy altering Miccing Niles weet. Browning knew, What Is is more important still, ~ K which wi1) tbbe ag nf of the only 
Mr. Hyde 18 scious. en playing thre ir less at 9 . ‘© Warm te shi Nglish a iy 
non Nites we In peiwees s 6all more Jes Has : ba r- acl ) Clevern ‘age 4udi- 
4 London mar ano. and tanemmuoner’s <e een how and here Mr. Hyde hits the bull S eye. His pe lo Ks a Nice, sim } ©Ss; that is, he 
srrummamie, tame. DE To einemas, ant gaily CUCU ving lity is enormously likeable: his vitality is so country whose heart ;, (°2? ftom the 
8 ct UFC of miles mot one ew i, “prow sonality 1s eno y ; : ‘own. His o t “on aif the old hom 
many sete his with th : Mr Hye pout Nile . . . ° ° sk , ; we on M P. rare 
He does Rrigreat mOmeM ould Know Lome of Ms great, his kindliness so manifest, his performance . bey bUt the momar, @% Pened 
: inks ger vv1e elected + he ecame ac ent its « ; 
Niles, He thin owing CR8EF Oe pyle leer wo his : assured S success 
and LOMO ageing 10 MANE Goes not, tll Sieg could so free from those innuendoes that less talented of such naive satin tied & chuckle 
friends 2 fall. thous wr teacher aly e ; - - Sat Sfaétj CKle 
ot Niles ae what better ee? « «lot . : : $ i very hear 1On as os 
aia yee ayer ? aya) Pont - art, ; ; apture 
— ‘than 8 future sy of munich vel — gerne people mistake for sophistication, that quite re have kratifi ‘a nt PVation - y ae 
yet eolenitt ir ae . ich ea ra : « ec _— rou € 
The jooming HY nis boy ; e . i even i. © 
andl opprenings about him ; niles that, ie markably, whilst he 1S on the Stage, the world iC ker, Miss Sophie 
, , is ¢00. Maybe 
ve wilt make - 

















Pe 


, Soper we BY age 


va 











66 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 14, 1950 _ 





Guild's Nix of Celebrity Nights 
May Stymie Showcasing of Talent 


Action last week by the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists out- 
lawing celebrity nights, together 
with previous ban on benefits, was 





















































went to major dates Jater. For ex- 





Midwest Vaude Dates 


Chicago, June 13. 


Jack Brown left Mutual Enter- 
tainment to join the Jim Roberts 











Stee Pier, A.C., in Heavy Talent, 


agency as head of the radio and | 


teevee department. 


ample, Myron Cohen started spin- js Bill Vidas, ass’t to Jack Russell, 


ning his dialect yarns at his spot. 
Another performer, Bobby Shields, 














who takes over as video head of 
‘McConkey Agency ... Charlie 











Also exiting | 





Band Outlay, 


Atlantic City, June 13. 
Danny Kaye, in his first Atlantic 
City engagement, tops talent set | 
for Steel Pier this summer, with | 











Seek Monroe Orch 


7-8-9-10; Larry Fotine, July 11-12- 
13-14-15; Les Brown, July 16; Hal 
McIntyre, July 18-19-20; Ralph 
Flanagan, July 21-27; Jimmy 
Dorsey, July 28-Aug. 3; Johnny 

























































































fought en the Philadelphia conven- who is currently emerging into Chaney set for the Tic-Toc, Mil- Vaughn Monroe a possibility for | 
tion fvor as putting a damper on standard act ranks, was developed waukee, June 30... Dells, Evans- | the big Labor Day weekend. Kaye | Long, Aug. 11-17; Tommy Dorsey, 
the development of new talent by appearances at the Sunday night ville, Ind., has inked Allen Sisters comes in to the huge pier Music | Aug. 18-24; Tex Beneke, Aug. 25- ; 
w vin the cafe and theatre orbit. parties. Davis also cited the ex- for the June 16 bill with Professor | Hall the week of July 2. Pier | 27; Elliott Lawrence, Aug. 28-31. 
Action was bitterly protested by ample of Sonny King, who did a Backwards set for June 23. . . Peter opens is 53d annual season June; Appearing over the weekend 
the N y. delegation but was Song at a Sunday shindig and was Lind Hayes and Mary Healy head- 17, after playing weekend vaude-| (10-11) in the ballroom was Art 
susl a tl . ugh by those from tapped for a year’s engagement in line at the Chicago June 16 revue’ yjjje and dance combos. since ,; Mooney orchestra, with vaude show } 
eet pF ram . N Y. delegates pro- England by Bernard Delfont, Brit- -; - Weire Bros. play the Park May 6. | headed by Anne Rooney and 
tested that celebrity nights gave ish agent, who saw him perform Plaza, St. Louis, June 16. Oldtimers and some added faces | emceed by Eddie White. 
the gmail acts a chance: to be seen there. Jean Stanley goes into the But- appear in the list of entertainers | ; 
in good cafe surroundings and pro- Davis declared that he never ‘ry, June 2o .. . ~~ Kent in| booked for the pier. Opening . ; 
vided a more accurate gauge of really got the big names for these nll Bocagys adn “y sig Bag week (17-24) will have Mindy Car- Hometown Honors Lewis 
Baus spell : star yg p ioe 4 ; out 2 all . aati » o4 
capakilities on a nitery floor than affairs, oe a ae Per- | Sings, eR oland Tiebors Seals, The egg Ag i ge gs oe ag Mane sal peerage oH = — - 
any other medium, It w as easier LOrmers who needec a showcase for Langs, LaBlone Troupe, and Ro- ; - B= we y Col = arcen, ; ec ' - wate oe oO al _ e, 
te get buyers to come to a cen- their talents Celebrity nights berta’s Circus set for the Chicago | 2U%€ 25. Myron ohen, July 9; who has a playground here named 
tyally located club to fsa new gave oor — 0 gp pee Lake Front Circus by Barnes Car- —— and Denise Darcel, after oe ore named pied ; 
@alent, than it was to get the book- is put into effect this week, Davis ruthers for the summer run, uly 16. ary councilman-at-large, as a cli- i 
ers to hit obscure cafes for such said it’s probable that the 60th an- Jerry Colonna comes in July 23, | max to a day-long Ted Lewis birth- . 
urposes. niversary party he was throwing % while Jean Carroll, who was on the | day celebration held by the com- J 
. “ i a Ge for Pat Rooney, Sr., would have to G | E d | bill last year with Joe E. Howard, | munity last week (6). J 
S nk om he Eadie’: pe a be cancelled cs ale cy. Xpail ing follows July 30 Fran Warren, Mayor Thurman I. Miller had { 
new edict is Leon ;ddie’s, which ‘ . R , . ‘ irren, May' - I 
held celebrity sessions every Sun- Convention also affirmed AGVA’s To Legit Films Tele | newcomer here, goes in Aug. 6, fol- proclaimed a holiday in honor of 7 
day night. Eddie Davis, operator, previous ban on benefits unless ? ’ ? lowed by Artie Dann, Aug. 13, and | the band leader's 60th birthday. 
declared that while he hasn’t been acts get one-seventh of their regu- N R Hed La r the Three Stooges, Aug. 20. Bills ; Council unanimously approved an ; 
notified of the celebrity night nix lar salary with minimum at $25. Ow eps y mar for final two weeks of season are | ordinance creating the life-time F 
as yet, entertainment business as a However, delegates passed a reso- Signing of Hedy Lamarr to an “— ag — hia inci taal post me Lewis. Ben H. Gordon ; 
whole will suffer. He added that lution whereby AGVA could okay exclusive agreement in all fields ands pacted for Marine ball- | traveled to Beverly Hills nightclub 
many performers who had been benefits on its own if union will | has signaled the expansion into all Sanam a Claude Thornhill and | and presented Lewis with a copy Z 
given a chance at his cafe often get 15° of the gate. Organiza-| qepts of the Gale Agency, N. Y. Eddie Karpee, June 17-22; Ray Mc- | of th€-ordinance, and Lewis called i 
Sa == tions, such as United Jewish Ap- Miss Lamarr’s Music Corp. of Mimley, June 23-24-25; Buddy Wil-| the mayor and accepted the post. 
yeal which annually runs_ the ana anak. saan + liams, June 27-28-29; Louis Prima, = 
te gears A > me | America . pact recently expired. J 30-July 6: Ray A Dube T 
Pam eae pei pans, ate Gale will soon bid for an Equity une J0-July 6; Ray Anthony, July A 
rarden, N. Y., would mos y bE) s.anchic . paella Da aed - 
JAY one of ihe few orgs that would get | franchise. he, agenoy hed prev) BILLY BISHOP 3 
AGVA's grecnlight, ‘However, if nitery and band bookings. "| Seattle's 300 Aquacade — | 
JJ i Ss s : oi P . ° | } = 
fit. it would have to allocate 15% |. In line with this move, outfit has . ° 9 
of asi estates contributions inked Robert Lantz, former head To Preem in August ii 
| and revenue from the ad-journal) ° legit — ye oe E. — Seattle. June 13. H 
to Theatre Authority for an okay.|48ency, to top Ms new iegl The city’s new Aquacade theatre . . R 
Ceiling on TA take is $12,500. Thus department. Robert K. Adams, who |. Green Lake ‘s being rushed Quickly Different? - 
Jack of All Trades and the organization would have. to recently exited as NBC’s national a ates gx teak D 
. hell d $20,000 f .. production manager, will supervise and plans to open in August with P 
Master of Ceremonies shell out around 920, wad ood rr er , a big water show, as a prelude to ||“... a@ fast and handsomely F 
mission to run a free show. Most Tacio and video. the Centennial anniversary next f j inati ” r 
i groups that previously ran such Agency will make its radio bow year. ' : imaginative act. Hs 
Currently: Nothing | benctts pet ie re ue Aouad of ‘Lower Basia Street” package | nine, lve Wright show of Min- Lary Solloway, 
to paid shows shelled out around, of Lower basin street package | neapolis has been booked as the Miami Beach Panorama. Jc 
$4,000 for talent. begins a 13-week ride on NBC in 4 ening ‘attraction. Frank Hi zs 
the 10-10:30 p.m. slot. Adams pd Al Wilso w) ae oui Direction: 4 
® Fi h : R t obtained rights to the show from, pandled er GER Gk” altar’ ea New York Chicago Ja 
Opening isner in ep acemen wg | = —— a arena, have been hired to help put as ee SAM ROBERTS 4 
June 16, 1950: For Ailing Fran Warren deal with Jergens calls fora pay- ig Rags wal <n will cost | 
a adi be 7 rihecgn ings $300,000 and seat 5,000. © 
prhoritone, Baie Fisher Got jms) Programs will star Jane Pickens 
sey he > and her Escortiers (6) and will r T 
MONTE CARLO peer ag Pe egg Ng pte a ped feature Henry “Hot Lips” Levine Ada Lynne, Jerry W ayne : 
ee ee a eae ones SS and Dixieland outfit. Gene Hamil- ; . 3 
PITTSBURGH a) ee replacement. fer ton will handle the “Dr. Gino” role May Team a Vaude Act B 
ran beg — i he: he originated when program was . Pittsburgh, June 13. . 
Menacement: — P . ipl gy ith kid 1€ on the air a few years back. Webb) _ Comedienne Ada Lynne and 4 
g E sits sn ee bs a klaney Kelly, show's original writer, wili Jerry Wayne, singer, may team up . 
MARK LEDDY " 05 ¢ Basie Ce do the scripting. in an act for cafes and vaude. Idea | A 
LEON NEWMAN ‘ reat. & protege 1 did need nol » Negotiations are in the works for ntl discussed here last week by| § i 
or, several years ago did pro uc- the agency to rep Madeleine Car- both of them when Miss Lynne was) 3 D 
tion chirping at the Copacabana, roll, Claude Dauphin and designer working the Monte Carlo and) 
, . ‘ ‘a , ’ . a ams . P 
N.Y., and before that was on staff Roig Gerard. Also the Damon, Wayne played the Copa. | P 
at Grossinger’s, Catskills resort. | Runyon Estate, Somerset Maugham Won't be before late August, | 4 
y awe . te . : . > set Me ‘ A : : wii 
Grant Ss Riviera He records for Victor. |and the works of Luigi Pirandello. however, since Miss Lynne has | Representotive . 
RESTAURANT AND BAR ! Lantz is currently on the Coast lin- S¥™mer operetta commitments in | HESS MAYER M 
158 West 44th Street ‘Watercade’ Closes _ing up other deals. mempais and Deties. ie Shaesesk, Mevetee. Tien. T 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS The Johnny Weismuller “Water- Pl M k Shi | r 
a3 y r N as E 
“mom oRANT e's teclitte” Sor oo Saranac Lake ealy Monkey cames | 
a , P 
ALWAYS THERE VO CREST VOU short its schedule because of sub- | By Happy Benway a Be cece a Playing at the Ji 
ore : : an arry 1 ernar < Barry LA 7 
* TALENT CONTEST org Wenease yesetyt. Saranac Lake, N. ¥., June 13. carnival show out of. Terente, 13 PA CE, New York R 
[MM Another reason was necessity of | Colony displaying enthusiasm | oars pan off the track at Callandar : 
| ONDAY NIGHTS Weismuller’s being on the Coast to over Erwin Piscator’s Adirondack \ith nobody | ey bu a - nes THIS WEEK . 
fill picture commitments. Drama Festival at nearby Lake 2.) on / a — — aes 3 
= Placid, featuring such stars as S®4™pering all over the place, in- an of 4 
Dolly Haas, Stella Duff and Elena Cluding Se ee minor 
|Miranova. Among the bills will be, Menagerie animals sadly wander- ‘A 
|“Cirele of Chalk,” “All the King’s ing around. | = s 
| Men,” “Cherry Orchard” and Cages holding the big cats were ° 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” as a musical. | not broken. Traffic tie-up across 
| _ Jean DeBaudouin, of the Maurice @ main highway, unsnarled after : 
'Evans Co., in for observation five hours by Provincial police, Direction: Ji 
and check-up. saw Oliva Dionne, father of the KALCHEIM & SMITH _ 
Joe Bishop, ex-Woody ‘Herman 4uints. unable to pass through the R.K.O. Bidg., New York City ra 
| trumpeter, making the grade with! carnival debris. He motored back JUdson 6-3345. N 
| flying honors. Ditto for Delphin home. B 
|(RKO) Streder. : 
Esther (Morrisette) Gamba off to) ine’ : 
Baltimore for a two-weeks’ vaca- Schine ° Summer Vaude ACTS, GAGS, SCRIPTS, SI 
c= hts tio Hubby Vic , )|__Schine theatre in Watertown, PARODIES, SPECIAL SONGS 
on. ubby ictor (IATSE _— — 
; 'Gamba doing nicely after recent N- Y., is to test summer stage 1950 CATALOG FREE . 
The Theatres of the Stars | setback. "| Shows for three days starting June |] in Showbin! We eiso mane Material i 
* |_ John J. Assaro, magician, left 22-, If successful, vauders will re- | to order. — = 
|Raybrook (N. Y.) sanatorium with ™ain throughout the summer. J. & H. KLEINMAN ” 
an all-clear to resume work. Other houses may follow suit. 5146-K Fereen, eOtn Matty weed, Cal. 
| Harry Nason, Philadelphia press-| _ Initial show is now being set. acct ny 
. | agent, mastered second stage of rh 
| operation. + 
| Ray Sammis in from Flushing, | ; , 
B 0 0) K | N e A c F N ( y L. I.. to chat with Johnny (ATSE) SONGS THAT PACK EM I/ 
Nolan | 
’ | v 
. Lotsa sunshine, birds singing, | ne " 
> | flowers blooming and everybody | (ONT 
GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES ; bong 5 ~- nape? since Mrs. Wil- Rall ne me an D. 
LOEW B hes liam “Mother” Morris is back at adie O 
160 W. 46th bs A nat 94 te prio stage | Camp Intermission for the summer, ° : pA eron Di. . ‘ “ : POOKY) P; 
le Al Brennock, pro-rollerskater,| #J Matis ; ok ROK F: 
| formerly with the “The Aces” and as 3 ? 
,the “Skating Vanities” happy over Recordings, ja EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT = 3.:; ue 
7 H. LU B | N GENERAL MANAGER top clinic report at the Raybrook . oe “a PHIL EDWA x a 
SIDNEY H. PIERMONT | (N. Y. sanatorium, | a ss ' 7 
: BOOKING MANAGER Larry Doyle, ex-baseballer : ‘ 
™ elated over being invited to par- | toy opiate “ 
' ,Ucipate in. the Old Timers Day at! NEW YORK 17, N. Y. ; M 
| the Polo Grounds July 30. | MUrray Hill 7-6865 H 
Write te these whe are ill, j a BSE 09 PX 0 : 5 by 
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Numerals In connection with bilis below indi 
whether full or split 


Letter in parentheses Indicates circuit (FM Fanchon Marco; (1) 


te opening da f 
wien pening day of show 


Independent; 











(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stall; (Ww) 
- (WR) Walter Reade A Warner; 
NEW YORK CITY cicead aes: an 


Capitol (L) 15 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Rose Murphy 
Georgie Price 

ane Bros 

ae Hall (1) 15 
Margaret Sande 
Gil Galvan 


Roy Raymond 
Martin Bros 
Earl Lippy 
Dean Myles 
Ladd Lyon 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Glee Club 
Sym Ore 

Palace (R) 15 
P Kohler 
Southernaires 
Bartons 
Barney Grant 
Cc Kimae Co 


Paramount (P) 14 | 
John Payne | 


Jan Murray 

Al Donahue Ore 
Pryde & Day 
Patricia Morison 
George Wright 


Roxy (1) 16 
Lucille Ball 
Desi Arnaz 
Raye & Naldi 
Honeyboys 


Karen Tedder 
Strand (W) 16 


Tommy Dorsey Ore 

Pitchmen 

Berk & Hallow 
BALTIMORE 
Royal (i) 16 


Toni Harper 
Arnett Cobb Bd 


CHICAGO 
| Chicago (P) 16 
| Peter Lind Hayes 
; Mary Healy 
| Novellos 
| Patti Thomas & 
| Freshmen 
Oriental (1) 16 
Barretts 
Eileen Barton 
Joey Rardin 
Louis Armstrong O 
Velma Middleton 
Carl Sands Orc 
Regal (P) 16 
King Cole 3 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Wini Brown 
i Hill Ore 


Palace (R) 15-18 
4 Evans 
Hank Siemon 
Albins 
Bob DuPont 
Keaton & Armfield 
Ben Yost White 
Guards 
Artie Dann 
Gautier’s 
Steeplechase 
HAMILTON 
Paramount (P) 18-19 
Horace Heidt Rev 


MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 14 
c 


s 
| Larry Daniels 


Dick Brown 

DeMattizzis 

Vagabonds 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 15 





Stump & Stumpy 
Timmie Rogers 
Minnta ’Cruz j 


Al Mardo 
Frankin & Moore 
Steve Evans 


Tracey McCleary O' Artini & Consuelo | 


BRITAIN 


BIRMINGHAM | 
Hippodrome (M) 12! 
iris Sadler | 
Ryan & McDonald 
Elwardos 
Dick Henderson 
Sirdani 
Felovis 
Turner Layton 
Frances Duncan 
Lulu Adams 

BLACKPOOL 

Grand (i) 12 
Josef Locke 
Jack Radcliffe 
Helen Norman 
Roy Allan 
Jack Desmonde 
Francis & Grey 
Joan Stuart 
Annettes Lovly 

Ladies 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Opera Mouse (1) 12, 
Tessie O'Shea 
Nat Jackley 
Terry-Thomas 
Gypays 3 
Jerry Desmondo 
8 Olanders 
Ben Yost Guards 

Palace (i) 12 
Vancouver Boys Bd 
4 Morellys 
Medlock & 

Marlowe 
Alan Clive 
Arthur Dowler 
Leslie Sarony 
Dolaire 

Palace (I) 12 
Piddingtons 
Phillipe & Marta 
4 Aces 
Carsony Bros 
Allen & Lee 
Manley & Austin 
Bill Waddington 
Tower Circus (I) § 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 


3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas | 
Jimmy Scott 
Annettes 

Circusettes 
Baicombes 

Winter Garden 

Pavilion (10-12) 


Ge& A Black 
Jack Hylton 
Jimmy Edwards 


Joy Bichols 
Dick Bentley 
Costello 


Twins 
Nino Wonder Dog 
St Clair & Day 
Bassi 3 
BOURNEMOUTH 
New Royal (I) 12 
Albert Whelan 
Shirley & Wade 


low & Webster 
Carl Ames 

Paul Kafka Co 
‘Tovarich Tp 
Cerri Carol 


Andree Twins & 

Sandra 

_ BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 12 
Frankie Howerd 
Clifford & Freda 
Jose Moreno 
Mills & Belita 
Mena Minzi & F 
’> Robertis 
Freddie Harrison 
Walter Niblo 


Spanclers 
BRISTOL 
' Em>re () 12 
ou carrol 
Urcichet 
Alma 3 
‘at Roger 
Eddie Clift 
Ken Flower 
Celia Right 
Jerry Arkless 
Frankie Yates 
Aero Belles 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 12 


Carroll Levis BBC 
Discoveries 
lax Bacon 

Howell Evans 

, \inifred Atwell 


Jimmy Edmundson 
Melody & Joy 
William Graham 
CHELSEA 
Palace (i) 12 
B & A Pearson 
Harry. Secombe 
5 Adamirios 
Betty Co 
Ballet Montmartre 
Revel & Fields 
Conrads Pigeons 
Jerry Bergman 
CHELTENHAM 
Opera House (i) 12 
Bunny Baron 
Billy Nelson 
Chuck O'Neil 
Harry Arnold 
Ivy Luck 
Joan Cunliffe 
John Perosino 
Yvonne & Dolores 
Jack Lotinga 
Les Raynor & B 
10 E Beam Girls 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 12 
Ronnie Ronalde 
Peter Sellers 
Max Wall 
Lizbeth Webb 
Patterson & 
Jackson 
Johnny Lawson 3 
Hope & Ray 
Kardoma 
BY 


DER 
Grand (S) 12 
Cheerful C Chester 
Ken Morris 
Fred Ferrari 
Arthur Hayes 
Edwina Carol 
Len Marten 
Grip 4 
Mariotti & 
Wenman 
5 Brahms 
Gene Anderson 
Harry Richards 
12 Tiller Girls 
EAST HAMPTON 
Palace (1) 12 
Adelaide Hall 
Alfred Marks 


' 3 Monarchs 


3 Curzons 

Ford & Lenner 

Georges & Dorina 

Anne Scott 

Gunn & Hawkins 

Metropolitan (1) 12 

D Harris & Stan 

Billy Barr 

Johnny Downes 

Joey Hopkinson 

Bennett O’Loghlan 

Eddie Arnold 

Patricia Leigh 

Monte Marwin 

De Veres Lovlies 

E Lee Radio Quiz — 

GLASGOW 

Empire (M) 12 

Reg Dixon 

Jean Kennedy 

Mooney & King 

V & J Crastonian 

Manley & Austin 

Frank Cook 

2 Mazurs 

Cynthia & Gladys 

Ryan & Young 

Roger Carne 

GRIMSBY 

Palace (I) 12 

Chefalo 

3 Cordellis 

Scott & Foster 

Levanda 


| Chick Robini 


Swan & Leigh 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 
Vie Lewis Ore 
Alan Dean 
Alfred Marks 
Saveen 
Eddy Bayes 
Billington 
Bebe & Belle 


LEEDS 
-Empire (M) 12 
Dr Crock & 
Crackpots 
Carsony Bros 
Alec Pleon 
Jack Watson 
Godfrey & Kerby 
Krista & Kristel 
Rex & Bessie 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 12 
Cavan O’Connor 
Georgie Wood 
Jean Melville 
Davies & Lee 
Veronica Martell 


12 





Arthur Worsley 


Billy Matchett 





Jack Crisp & Jill 
E & J Webster 
LONDO 
Palladium (M) 12 

Larry Parks 

Betty Garrett 

Merry Macs 

Jimmy James Co 

Rolly Rolls 

Vie Hyde 

Don Cummings 

Deeenee & Raya 
Sis 


Flying Comets 


Olga Varona 

Skyreekets Orc 
MANCHESTER 

Hippodrome (S) 12 


| Ice Revue 


| 


4 Eskimos 
Rene Strange 
Anne Rogers 


| Eddie Ward 


| 





Somers & Jean 
V & V Mileham 
Cyclo Bros 
Geo Stevens 
Tonner Martyn 
Palace (M) 12 
Billy Cotton Bd 
5 Smith Bros 
Terry Hail 
Forbes & Barrie 
3 Grossettos 
McDonald & 
Graham 
NORWICH 


Hippodrome (i) 12 | 


Billy Whittaker 

Mimi Law 

B & M Clayton 

C Fairweather 

Phil Lester 

Pat O’Hagen 

Sonny Hughes 

Elizabeth Parsons 

Eric Marsh 

Hi Diddle Diddle 
Debs 

Terry’s Juveniles 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 12 
Dam Bros 
Lee Lawrence 
Bill Waddington 
3 Le Roys 
Clifford Stanton 
Richman & Jackson 
2 Redheads 
Nitwits 
Sid Millward 
Wally Stewart 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 12 
Adrienne & Leslie 
Chika Lane 
Dorothe Neal 
Harry Bailey 
Caroline & 
Richards 
Paul Newington 
J & A Grant 
Tommy Dee 
Tony Vaughn 
Parisianne Peaches 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (i) 12 
Syd Royce 
Morris & Cowley 
Maple Leaf 4 
Chow Din 
Johnson Clark 
Seanor 3 
Al Shaw 
Eston Sis 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 12 
E Arnley & Gloria 
Cookes Pony Rev 
Allan Jones 
Hackford & Doyle 
2 Valors 
David Poole 
J & M Kinson 
Stuart & Gray 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (I) 12 
L & D Hoult 
3 Berts 
3 Cyclonics 
Gene & Terry 
Conway & 
Markham 
Momo Beams Shy 
Young Ladies 


| Mimi Day 


Pam Winters 





Girls 
WEYMOUTH 
Alexandra Gardens 
(i) 12 


Afrique 
Carter & Doray 
Harry Pringle 
John Hutch & Stan 
Terry ONeil 
Syd Amoy 
Sylvia 
Vernon Sis 
WOLVER- 
HAMPTON 
Hippodrome (i) 12 
Globe df Death 
3 Zeros 
Dresser & Dale 
Musaire 
Henry Vadden 
Cassidy Kids 
Mifelov 
Elroy 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 12 
Derek Roy 
Bill Kerr 
Kay Cavendish 
’ Volants 
Donald B Stuart 
Rona Ricardo 
Chas Steven 
8 Sophisticated 
Ladies 
Charles Cole 
YORK 


Empire “1)) 
John Sharmon 
Scott & Sanders 
James Mydaleton 
Danny Lipton 
Freddie Barnet 
Will Hay Jr 


CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (i) 12 

2 Simpsons 

Marcellis 

Sonny & R Jenks 

Rene Leighton 


AUSTRALIA 


BRISBANE 
His Majesty’s (T) 19 
M Colleano Co 
Moreton & Kaye 
Ganjou Bros & J 
Joey Porter 
M Bernardini 
Los Briellos 
Rob Murray 
Eric Liffman 
Joyce Gration 
M Fitzgibbon 
MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (T) 19 
Tommy Fields 
Joy Hayden 
John Huson 
Lou Vernon 
Raymond Dandy 
Babs MacKinnon 
Cynthia Rawson 
ST KILDA 
Palais (T) 19 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
Eilmar 
Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 
Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim De Jong 
June Lindgren 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
SYDNEY 
Tivoli (T) 19 
Arthur Askey 
Valerie Tandy 


12 


Charles Norman 
Ray Johnson 
Audrey Jeans 
Charles Rolfe 
Bobby Mack 
Wilma Harrison 
Frank Thring 
Ernest Maxin 
Robert Burns 
Anthea Askey 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiana 
Errol Garner 
Lennie Tristano O 


| Lester Young Orc 
| Jimmy Scott 


| 


Bive Angel 
Joan Deiner 
Stuart Ross 
Eadie & Rack 


| Madmoiselles 


| H 


Phil Leeds 
Chittison 3 
Bop City 


' Richard Hayes 
| Dizzy Gillespie Ore 


| Lea 


Eddie Heywood 3 
cafe Society 
Mathews 
Art Tatum 

Jack Prince 


| Charlie Parker Orc 





Cliff Jackson 


Copacanana 
Mindy Carson 
Romo Vincent 
DiGatanos 
Russ Emery 
M Durso Ore 
Aivares Orc 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Walter Dare Wahl 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chie Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 
Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 

| Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Orc 

Havana-Madrid 

Sarita Escarpenter 
Fred & Frederika 
Los Vianor 
Fausto Orc 
Jose Curbello Ore 





Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
C Cavallaro Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Harold Nagel! Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Joel Shaw Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ving, Merlin Orc 
otel Pierre 
Georgie Gobel 
Josette & Walters 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 
Ralph Teferteller 
Hotel Plaza 
John Sebastian 
Martha Stewart 
Blackburn Twins 
Bob Grant Orc 
Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
Emery Deutsch 
Motel Roosevelt 
3 Suns 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Roberta Welch 
Leo Pleskow 
Erwin Kent 
Ramoni Ore 
Hotel Shelburne 
Golden Gate 4 
Patricia Bright 
Robert Maxwell 
Norman Wallace 
Cy Coleman 3 
Hote! Statier 
Blue Barron Orc 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Warwick 


‘Johnny Thompson 


Rudy Barron Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Minevitch Rascals 
Beverly Dennis 
Piroska 
Linda Lombard 
Trinl Reyes 
n eyes 
Lucienne & Ashour 


Szonys Bill 
| Ralph Young ” Pi ~~ 
| Naaman Ders Johnny Bradford 
eae | a or ae — poems 
ouge au 

| Oscar Calvet Ore Sreeae 


| Jack Towne Orc 


Danny Thomas 
Leon & Eddie's 


Fran Warren 


Eddie Davis Condos & Brandow 
Irma Henrique Kathryn Lee 
McGuire & Warner | Lang Troupe 

Bella Smaro Pat Terry 
_Southern Sis Arden Line 

| Jack Byron Walter Nye Ore 


Little Club Pupi_ Campo Ore 


, Ernie Warren Ore Ruban Bileu* 
| Monte Carlo George Hall 
Dick Gaspare Ore Gigi Durston 

No 1 ifth ave |4 Lads 


Ronnie Graham 
Julius Monk 
Norman Paris 3 
Versaities 
Martha King 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Village Barn 
Gerry Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 


| Walling & McHugh 

Downey & Fonville 

Hazel Webster 
Old Knick 

Paul Killiam 

Jerry Bergen 

Roy Sedley 

| Marti Matthews 

Pat Dennie 

Hazen Jacobsen 








Charlotte Ray Freda Wing 
Johnny Silver Dick Shawn 
~ Ore David Blight 

id Roumanian Village Vanguard 
| Sadie Banks Weate ; . 





Leon Fields Clarence Williams 


Waidorf-Astoris 


| Gerri Gale | 
; Joanne Florio | 
| Joe LaPorte Ore |; Guy Lombardo Orc 
D’Aguila Ore , | Vie Damone 
Park Ave | Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Farrar & Carter 


“Roaring Twenties” | Douglas Duffy 
Mimi Kelly Harper Flaherty 
Tommy Morton Bob Fitzgerald 
Ray Hyson Skating Blvdears 
Lynn Jolson Mary A. Fitzgerald 
Jesse Elliot Phyllis Miles 
Ray Arnett Maxwells (2) 
Bobo Lewis Frank Masters Ore 
Bobby Barry Paimer House 
Perry Mitchell Mickey Deems 
Sherman Hayg¢s Orc | Nelle Fisher 
Blackstone Hotel | Jerry Ross 
Carl Brisson . Louise Hoff 
Dick LaSalle Ore Hamilton Dcrs 


Chez Paree Jack Russell 
Sophie Tucker Eddie O’Neal Ore 
Joe E. Lewis Sherman Hote) 


“College Inn 
Story” 

Phyllis Gehri 

Von Weismuller 

Christine Nelson 


Hot Shots (3) 
Tony Fontaine 
Doran & France 
D Dorben Ders (12) 
Cee Davidson Ore 





| Chico Ore Carmen Albino 
Helsings Norman Fields 
Ralph Lewis Frank Wagner 
Chet Roble Ward Garner 
Mary F Kincaid Kenneth Remo 
‘Jerry Marchand Eileen Green 


Cliff Norton 
Carolyn Gilbert 
Les Weinrott 
Vera Gahan 
C. Romero Derg 
Bill Snyder Ore 
Sliver Frolics 
Buddy Lester 
Dorothy Claire 
Walter Long 
Bud Prentice Ore 
Pancho Orc 
Vine Gardens 
Willie Shore 
Beazie Saxon 
Rice Sis 
Mei Cole Ore 


| Billy Chandler Ore 
Hotel Bismarck 
Sandra Deel 
Sons of West 
Brad & Judy 
Harry Rodcay 
Johnny Alladin Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
Rex Ramer 
D Hild Ders (12) 
Tex Beneke Orc 
Hotel Stevens 
Joan Hyldoft 
Arnold Shoda 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 

















| 


| 





| Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 64 


Lido, Paris 


attention has been paid to the 
lighting. It is, for obvious reasons, 
divided in two parts, during which 
patrons dance, and develop a thirst 
for more wine. , 

Donn Arden’s choreography is 
done mostly by Miss Bluebell’s 
English girls, while the French | 
models and mannequins supply all | 
the strip displays. Annie Cordie, a | 
Belgian looker, does an alternate | 
as leading lady emcee and ties to- | 
gether the various sequences. 

Show opens with a couple of | 
dance numbers by Miss Cordie and | 
the Arden-Fletcher dancers. 





— 





Then | 
Bela Kremo comes on to slay them | 
with his juggling number, first with | 
hats, then with cigar boxes, which | 
ihe manipulates with consummate | 
skill. This is followed by a nifty | 
scene in which the Lido violins play | 
/an important part, showing a gypsy | 
camp on the move, caravans with | 
| horses, gorgeously costumed, while 
| Ted Lawrie does the first of his | 
several effective songs. Step Bros. | 
‘are show-stoppers. Their tap danc- 
‘ing, singly and in tandem, gets 
isock applause. Finale of first part 
of show is divided in three parts: | 
First a cowboy camp, and the idea | 
| they get of Paris and the French 
'peovle, including an Apache dance 
by Les Cinci. In this Carrie Finnell | 
| does her specialty number, getting 
a hefty mitt for her bosomy ma- 
nipulations. This is interrupted by | 
| the arrival of a transatlantic plane. 
In the darkene@ room and with | 
the plane’s lights on, this is an. 
effective production number. This 
| brings the scene back to Paris, 
|; where the mannequins and models 
| have a chance to stfut their stuff 
iin neat fashion display. 
| Following an intermission, sec- | 
ond part displays another produc- 
tion number, giving way to the) 
|Newman Twins, acrobats with slick | 
routines. 

Book of the show was written by 
Rene Hornez and the music has | 
been nicely arranged with many 
| American tunes, by Jean Gruyer, | 
| Jean Pierre Landreau and Rene, 
| Leroux. Latter conducts’ the, 
‘orchestra, supported by Krever | 
‘Rhumba Band. Costumes were de- | 
signed by Fost, and are one of the | 
‘main assets of the show. © Mazi. , 

Cafe Society, N. Y. | 

Art Tatum, Jack Prince, Lea’ 
Mathews, Charlie Parker Orch (5), | 
Cliff Jackson; minimum $3.50. 





| 


| 
j 








| one ; : 
| grandiose crown, and a huge scep-| this house and obviously will fit in 





New 





Acts 








RICHARD HAYES 


Songs 
12 Mins. 
Bop City, N. Y. 
Richard Hayes, comparative 
newcomer, makes his Broadway 


cafe bow with a highly developed 
stage presence and styling. Hayes 
makes a handsome and pleasing av- 
pearance which should prove a} 
lure to femme trade. He isn’t a| 
frozen persdnality before the mike. 
He has a good line of chatter to in- 
troduce his numbers and a vig-| 
orous style of delineation. 

Hayes has excellent control, | 
phrasing and a tonal precision. His | 
library is in the pop mood, | 
although he can tackle more ambi- | 
tious numbers such as “Tenement | 





| Symphony” with equally good re- | 


sults. Like most singers in his 
| Style, he fares best with ballads | 
and he extracts maximum hands | 


with this type of number. At one 
point, he even does an announced | 
carbon of Frankie Laine’s “De-| 
sire,” which similarly nets a top 
hand. | 

The major lack in Hayes’ deliv- | 
ery is warmth. His renditions are | 
almost mechanically perfect and 
there’s a .consciousness of tech- 
nique which militates away from 
heart-felt qualities.. Once tech- 
nique becomes more natural, the 


|elusive warmth will come through. | 


Hayes comes to this spot with a 
rep established on Mercury rec-! 
ords. Jose. | 


GEORGE HALL 
Song Satires 


15 Mins. 
Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 
George Hall, featured comic} 


from such Broadway revues as 
“Touch and Go,” “Lend an Ear’ | 
and ‘Call Me Mister,” makes an 
easy, successful segue to nitery 
work in his debut at Le Ruban} 
Bleu, N. Y. * His song satires, with | 
their mimicry, antic dancing and 
caperings, are good material for 
an intime room, and Hall’s style | 
has the smooth polish of the) 
sophisticate. Facially looking like | 
a junior Edward Everett Horton | 
(and several pints size smaller), he | 
gets a little broad and corny, oc-| 
casionally, but never enough to} 
spoil a good thing. He’s also wise | 
|} enough not to reprise any of his’ 
| old material from legit. 

Material includes a takeoff on 
romantic songs, done to Sousa 
fharch music; a sketch about ac-| 
tors, “If I Ever Get a Break”; a) 
| British-accented ditty about a poor | 
| working girl, and best of the lot,’ 
|a song-recitation on kings and 
| dynasties, called “Leopold the) 
| Claw.” Last-named is the only! 
calling for props—a_ very 





ter that turns into a giant cigaret | 
lighter. Encore is a re-enactment | 
in pantomime of his wedding. Ma-| 
terial is all good, raising the risi-, 
bilities early in each number. 
Bron. | 





LEA MATHEWS 


10 Mins. ? | 
Cafe-Society, N. Y. 

Lea Mathews, petite songstress, | 
impresses as having an_ excellent | 
potential on her first N. Y. cafe) 
date. Her tunes are highly styl-| 
ized, but the melody is evident at 
all times. She has a quiet de-| 
meanor, there are no conscious at- | 
tempts at selling, but inherent | 
charm and musical know-how | 
make themselves obvious at all 
times. 

Miss Mathews occasionally goes 
in for facial contortions which 


these departures are minor in com- | 
parison with her overall impres-| 


| sion. There’s a wealth of feeling in, Morton Downey, Frank 


her ballads which keeps the audi- | 

ence interested. 
At this stage of the game, all} 

that Miss Mathews needs is a good 
isk. Jose. 


MIKLOS GAFNI 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Darbury Room, Boston 

Miklos. Gafni, Hungarian tenor 
who discovered he had a voice while 
in a Nazi concentration camp, is 
currently making his nitery debut 
in the intimate Darbury Room. 
While there is no doubt his is an 
outstanding voice, with unlimited 
potential, plus his neat appearance, 
his presentation as it now stands 
needs polishing and re-routining. 

His forte is semi-classical and 
light opera, and he sells this type 
of song nicely, grabbing. neatest re- 
sponse on “Sorrento,” “Mattinata,” 
and an old English ballad, “Until.” 
The pop “Enjoy Yourself” is not in 
bis line, and-he appears self-con- 
scious singing it. Another that 
should be omitted entirely, or used 
only as an opener, is a melange em- 
bracing bits of various types of 
songs from opera to “Tootsie.” Guy 
shouldn’t have to rely on this type 


of stuff to project himself favor- 


ably, for his current buildup is 
slanted towards class audiences, 
However, these are minor deficien- 
cies that can easily be remedied 
with a few nitery dates ees agg 
ie. 


KAREN TEDDER 
Songs 

8 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Karen Tedder indicates consid- 
erable promise. She has voice, 
phrasing, good breath control — 
and great warmth. Whether it’s a 
rhythm number with which she 


due for a stellar future, especially 
for disks and radio. 

The gown she was wearing at 
the show caught is a little too high- 
schoolish, but this is a minor de- 
tail. ‘Them there Eyes” is a sock 
opener the way she does it, and 
“Someone to Watch Over Me” is a 
good ballad followup. Her encore 
is “Tim-Tashun,” the former hill- 
billy disk hit, which she does well, 
if you like that sort of thing. 


Kahn. 
THE FIVE AMANDIS 
Teeterboard 
4 Mins.; Full 
Palace, N. Y. 
In their initial stand in the 
U. S., this Danish family shows 


such excellent timing and pre- 
cision that it easily ranks among 
the top male teeterboard turns. 
Smartly attired in black trousers 
and yellow blouses, troupe runs 
through a repertoire of double and 
triple somersaults off the board 
and sundry other tumbling feats. 

Amandis were a strong closer at 


nicely in other yaude and nitery 
spots where facilities permit use of 
their equipment. Following their 
Palace booking, the quintet joins 
the Hamid-Morton circus. Group 
is a familiar circus act in war e. 
ilb. 


_IMPRESSIONAIRES (3) 


Songs-Comedy 
13 Mins.; Two 
Patace, N. Y. 

The Impressionaires are a youth- 
ful male harmony trio who com- 
bine a couple of operatic arias with 


name vocalists. Voices are of high 
calibre and the boys wring maxi- 
mum effect from their chanting. 
Lads include Barry Clark, Larry 
Lazar and Milton Hay, all of whom 
had been with various opera com- 
panies. 

One of the group warbles strains 


|aren’t in keeping with the style of the “Toreador Song” and an- 
she’s attempting to establish, but, 


other ditty as an opener, then his 
mates join in to razz musical com- 
mercials. Threesome’s aping of 
Sinatra 
-_, The Ink Spots also comes off 
well. 

Turn stacks up as an okay nov- 
elty act suitable for most vaude 
or nitery dates. Gilb. 








'a pleasing all-around layout that the orchestra. 


should entice some trade to this 
Village spot. Three good turns 
backed by Charlie Parker’s orch 
makes for one of the strongest 
shows cafe has had in some time. | 

Of major interest is Art Tatum, | 
the blind Negro pianist, who can | 


, please any mood in the audience. 


He provides a delightful session | 
of 88ing. There’s deftness of touch, | 
clarity of musical conception and | 
solid commercial values. His im- 
aginative and colorful pianoing 
wins successive encores. 


pleaser. Although possessing 
hearty and well-groomed voice, | 
he has an irreverent style with a 
tune. A number such as “Chloe” | 
which starts out seriously is soon | 


ribbed in an amiable way. Prince. 
injects an ambitious note with his | Tent 17 here, 


He made an excel- 
lent imprint on audience. 
Lea Mathews, a charming flew- 


comer, is discussed under New 
Acts. Jose. 





Union Okays Cuffo Stints 
For Variety Club Benefit 


Dallas, June 13. 


Through arrangement with 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 


|opens, or ballad, Miss Tedder seems ' 


|a rib of singing commercials and , 


& 


visiting entertainers visiting Varie-~ 
. y ty Club here may perform in the 
Jack Prince is also a crowd-| ¢lub’s regular Saturday night show . 


ices to 
charity projects. 


4| without fee, donating their serv-. 
the Variety Club’s many - 


C. A. “Pappy” Dolsen, first as-- 


' sistant chief barker for Variety’s 
made the arrange- 


“Largo a Factotum” but there was | ments through Vincent Lee, AGVA 


} 


: 
i 


Cafe Society’s current sHow is!no rapport between himself and' rep in this area, 
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Paramount, N. Y. 

Jan Murray, Patricia Morison, 

John Payne, Pryde & Day, Al Don- 

a@hue Orch (15); “Winchester °73” 

(Par), reviewed in VARIETY June 
7, 730. 


Jan Murray blankets the Para- 
mount’s current stage layout with 
a iopflight comedic form that car- 
ries the rest of the bill. Without 
Murray to spark the proceedings, 
the show would emerge as a S0O-sO 
roster of acts. 

Two names from legit and 
the screen, Patricia Morison and 
John Payne, fail to impress. 
Miss Morison’s standout looks and 
smart garb help build her impact 
but her vocalizing, lacks compara- 
ble class. Her mike technique 
needs considerable improvement, 
especially when she hits the high 
registers in such numbers as “Wun- 
derbar,” “My Foolish Heart,” 
“Cranada” and “So in Love.” She’s 
oniy recently out of the hit Broad- 
way musica:, “Kiss Me, Kate,” in 
which she was co-starred. 

Payne errs in attempting to 
build his turn solely around his 
songs. The quality of voice is not 
sirong enough for him to register 
eifectively, although the customers 
apparently accept it as a good try 
by a Hollywood screen personality. 
Payne also does some clowning 
with Mur ay but is merely straight 
man in the gagging. 

Murray proves a-solid crowd- 
winner. His gagging, mugging and 
singing ave topdrawer and the rou- 
tine is furbished with just enough 
new material to keep his basic 
standard gab as a fresh commodity, 
Murray adlibbing, particularly dur- 
ing the show caught, when a down- 
front patron interrupted with de- 
layed cackles, showed the comic's 
meitle under stress. On opening 
day Murray also ran through the 
coaventicnal kissing chore with 
Shelley Wirters, the pic’s star, and 
managed to put a couple of new 
twists or this routine bit. 

In opening spot, Pryde and Day 
flash some firstrate juggling rou- 
tines, particularly during the latter 
portion of the turn, when they par- 
a the juggling with some acro- 
batics. Early part of act is marred 
by some familiar work with balls 
and the flagrantly imitative trick 
of showirg a string of medals after 
a tough stunt. 

Al Donahue’s orch warms up the 
house with an okay version of 
“Stars and Scripes’” and backs -the 
rest of the show in good style, with 
Donahue’ handling the _ introes 
pleasantly. Herm. 


Chien... Chi 
Chicago, June 9. 

Johnson & Owen, Wally Brown, 
Denise Darcel. Mary Kaye Trio, 
Louis Basil Orch; “Caged” (WB). 

This is a pleasing, inexpensive 
quickie for one week with princi- 
pal draw being Denise Darcel. She 
wisely builds up her natural s.a. 
attributes into a= slick routine. 
From the moment she comes on 
after intro by Wally Brown, and 
a mauling session with the comic, 
act is hinged on sexy delivery. 

Songstress does three numbers: 
one from her recent picture, an 
amusing barb as a French cowgal., 
and the popular “C'est Si Bon” 
for heavy response. Twisted ac- 
cents, meaningful shoulder shrugs, 
and come-on eyes alli contribute in 
putting her over solidly. 

Brown finds a new audience here 
for his incompleted sentence gags, 
but as he says, “some of these are 
a little juicy.” Especially for juve 
audiences. He has a sock finale 
with “Down By the Ohio.” John- 
son and Owen open the show in 
neat fashion with some nice tim- 
ing on the horizontal bars to earn 
hefty mitt for double flip work. 

Mary Kaye Trio is several cuts 
above the local cocktail unit with 
Miss Kaye displaying a husky voice 
on the rhythm side. Backed ef- 
fectively by accordion and bass 
(she plays guitar) she refurbishes 
some oldies, “Whose Sorry Now,” 
and “Some of These Days,” but 
also sells “Count Every Star” 
equally as well. Comedy stint on 
original, ‘“‘Monkey Song” seems a 
bit weak for theatres. Cutting the 
number of tunes and building up 
One ar two might make trio even 
more effective. 

Louis Basil returns after several 
weeks to do trim job of pacing the 
band. Zabe. 


_ Apelie, N. Y. 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe, with Ro- 
Settes (4), James Root, Jr.; Eddie 
Vinson Band 
Slide, Lewis & Van, Crackshot & 
Co. (3); “Flying Saucer” (FC). 


_ Sister Rosetta 
Singing evangelist, is the main 
event on the current layout at this 
Harlem colored vauder, with Eddie 
-Viuson’s sock combo also getting 


(12), Slip, Slap & 


Tharpe, psalm- 


, : 
~lerates real excitement via her) 
spirituals, | 


'blues treatment of 
Flanked by a youthful gal four- 
some, the Rosettes, with Eddie 
Root, Jr., at piano, in addition to 
her electric guitar accomps, Sister 
Tharpe cues high audience enthusi- 
asms via solid beat arrangements 
of “In at the Door” and “Precious 
Memories.” Then she brings on her 
mother, also a name to conjure 
with in the Georgia camp meeting 


- 


field, for hep versions of “Daniel , 


in the Den” and “I Gotta Make a 
Hundred,” to set matters for a 
sock finale to an all-around speedy 
show. Stint rocks the house for a 
begoff. 

Vinson’s tootlers also score with 
hep versions of pops, mostly re- 
prises of their former disklicks to 
keep ’em stomping and applauding. 
For teeoff and show-backing, mae- 
stro has 12 sidemen, later tele- 
scoped to a septet for the more 
sockier session. Latter, comprising 
three rhythm, and four brasses (in- 
cluding maestro on alto sax and 
carrying the vocals), really cook on 
such items as “Kidney Stew,” 
“Somebody Stole My Cherry Pie,” 
“Big Feet” and ‘“No-good Woman,” 
for solid returns. 

Spacing aforementioned § turns 
are Lewis & Van, male ofay team 
in slick hoofery, most of which is 
done on miniature stairs; Slip, Slap 
& Slide, male hoofing trio, with 
an admixture of tap and rhythm 
turns expertly done, and the house 
comic, Crackshot, aided by George 
Viltshire and Sybil Lewis, in the 
customary blackout that grabs 
plenty laughs. Edba. 


Sirand, N. ¥. 

Cab Calloway Orch (11), Apus & 
Estrellita, Dottie Saulters, Harold 
King; “Return of the Frontiers- 
nan’ (WB), reviewed in VARIETY 
May 17, ’'50.° 


Strand’s talent lineup for the 
current show is all sepia, and with 
the irrepressible Cab Calloway in 
the main slot the accent is on hot 
jazz. When it isn’t jumperoos like 
“Duck Trot” and “Calloway Boo- 
gie,” it’s wailing blues items in the 
“Keeper of the Blues” and “St. 
James Infirmary” vein. Latter is 
given more of a production than 
usually accorded band numbers, 
with Calloway chanting the lyrics 
in one before a transparent curtain 
separating him from the orch. 
Lighting behind the curtain is 
imaginative and effective. 

The ‘“hi-de-ho” king sparkplugs 
the 50 minutes with his apparently 
inexhaustible energy that expends 
itself in frenetic stickwaving, head 
tossing, vocal shouting and dancing 
that isn’t dancing but rather a 
rhythmic movement of body, feet 
and hands. It’s a typical Calloway 
performance—fast-paced, good-hu- 
mored and as always, sock. Band 
itself is smaller than previous Cal- 
loway crews, numbering only three 
reeds, three trumpets, one trom- 
bone and three rhythm, but the 
music it makes is still plenty pow- 
erhouse. Five-man jump combo, 
tagged the Cabaliers, has a fea- 
tured spot with a jam-session 
treatment of Gershwin’s “I Cot 
Rhythm,” completely unrecogniza- 
ble after the first chorus. 

Dottie Saulters is cute and pert 
on the wordage of a trio of tunes, 
best of which was “I Don’t Want 
to Be a Good Girl Anymore.” Gal 
could tone down a little on the 
coyness in places, but generally it’s 
a good vocal performance, Current 
show’s highspot, outside of the Cal- 
loway cavortings, comes with Har- 
old King’s tap routines on roller 
skates. Turn is solidly effective be- 
cause of its novelty. King’s skill on 
the wheels and the inventiveness 
he uses to get the greatest visual 
effect out of the linkage of hoofing 
and skate movement. Act really be- 
comes a showstop when King 
mounts a small table and knocks 
out some intricate steps blind- 
folded. 

Apus & Estrellita are the weakest 
part of the setup. Girl is a looker 
|1n a strapless gown, but outside of 
| that and some genuine comedic de- 
livery on the part of both, there’s 
‘little to recommend the turn, 
which is a jumbled mixture of pat- 
ter and singing. Material is com- 
pletely nowhere, with what laughs 
it draws achieved only through the 
duo’s anties. Rich. 





_Mer., Chasing Hoods, 


| Fatally Injured in Fall 
| Newburg, N. Y., June 13. 
| Lester W. Scott, 36 years old, 
manager of the Academy theatre 
here, was fatally injured June % 
when he plunged 35 feet from a 
| fire escape of the theatre while chas- 
| ing a group of boys. He died a 
| few minutes after the fall. 

Dr. William Roulin, coroner, said 
| that Scott, who is survived by a 
wife and child, died of a skull frac- 


top returns on the applause meter, | ture. Roulin gave a verdict of ac- 
Sister Tharpe, a solid songstress | Cidental death. 


who matriculated for stage and 
cy career on the Gospel meet- 


circuits of the southland, gen-,! rests were made, 


Police say a step on the fire es- 
Cape gave way under him. No ar- 


Roxy. N. Y. 
|. Mary Raye & Naldi, Karen Ted- 
der, Honey Bros. (3), Lucille Ball 
& Desi Arnaz, House Orch; “Night 
and the City” (20th), reviewed in 
| VarniETY May 24. ’50. 
! 


The Roxy manifests showman- 
ship and its usual good taste in its 
current show, headed by filmstar 
Lucille Ball and her mate, Desi 
Arnaz, 


It’s somewhat tinusual to come 


across someone who can stagger off | 
Hollywood and Vine to manifest tal- | 


ent away from the home bailiwick. 
This Miss Ball does. Perhaps some 
of the material she does is reach- 
ing a bit for laughs, but there is, 
nevertheless, a keen sense of au- 
dience values in everything she 
does. That goes whether it’s in a 
bit of repartee with Arnaz on the 
professional .conflicts that keep 
them apart through the _ year, 
whether she kids about her lack 
of talent for presentation houses 
(don’t believe it!), whether she 
milks the sight laughs while togged 
in that baggy, affected musician’s 
attire at the close, or whether it’s 
that trained-seal routine. 

She’s on first in a fetching green 
gown that shows her chassis and 
red hair off advantageously. No 
matter what she does, there is al- 
ways the evidence that whatever 
the medium, Miss Ball knows her 
way around a script. If the script 
sometimes seems a little frayed 
around the edges, it really doesn’t 
matter. Here is an honest attempt 
by a Hollywood personality to do 
an honest p.a., let alone catch up 
with a husband in the only way 
she knows, 

Through it all Arnaz is hardly 
more than a feed for his mate, 
but it’s o his credit that he has 
improved in this function. He does 
some songs on his own, and gen- 
erally conducts himself with taste 
and simplicity in otherwise emcee- 
ing the show. 

The bill’s other acts comprise the 
always-effective Mary Raye and 
Naldi in their ballroom terps. 
Naldi’s lifts are still among the best. 
in the business, and the pair show 
great imagination and taste in their 
routines. 

The Honey Bros. (3) do some 
hoofing, mixed in with comedy. 
They’re the show’s weak spots, es- 
pecially on the comedy. Karen 
Tedder (New Acts) _is effective in 
the song spot. Kahu. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, June 11. 
The Vagabonds (4). Marie Lawler, 
Red Thornton, Freddie Lane, Louis 
& Oliver Sisters, Les Rhode House 


Orch: 
(WB). 


“The Damned Don’t Cry” 


Show on tap contains potent lure 
for locals, what with area faves 
such as Vagabonds toplining. 

The zany quartet of instrumen- 
talists-vocalists-comedians have bas- 
ically the same act that has made 
them faves here for several years, 
both in niteries and at this house. 
There’s Pete Petersen, the bass 
player with the plastic puss and 
comedy voice that reminds of Har- 
rv Ritz. There’s dead-panned At- 
tilio, accordionist, whose pantowork 
on the laugh bits and solid musi- 
cianship rings up the palm meter 
and Al and Dominic, who handle 
the guitars and the leadins. They 
wrap up throughout, whether on 
theme, “I Wonder.” or the howl- 
building “Salt” other standard bits. 
Had to beg off. 

Another familiar face is Freddie 
Lane. Young hoofer holds them via 
his neat terps. 


Marie Lawler is another who has 


played cafes here regularly. Does 
pop songs in smart style, with ar- 
rangements and delivery in the 
same vein. 

Red Thornton’s act is still an- 
other local familiar. The drawling 
cartoonist holds his spot in good 


fashion with quick sketch. talent, | 
in which the aud participates, via 


requests to set him nicely after his 
emcee chore, which, though filled 
with plenty of cornball patter, im- 
parts the necessary warmth to pro- 
ceedings. Acro-balancing of Louis- 
Oliver sisters set to Latin rhythm 
is okay. Les Rhode orch handles 
backgroundings in top manner. 
Lary. 


Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, June 9. 

Los Gatos (3), Crosby Sisters 
(2), Hal Le Roy, Slate Bros. & San- 
dra (3); Sam Jack Kaufman House 
Orch with Kay de Witt & Roy Rob- 
ne Surprised His Wife” 
(M-G). 


There’s plenty of comedy and 
more than the usual amount of 
terping in current Capitol setup, 
with the musical side ably handled 
by an “Annie Get Your Gun” med- 
ley featuring slick dueting of Kay 
de Witt and newcomer Roy Rob- 
erts. For the second week within 
past month, the hep combo brings 
down the house. 

' $tandout on bill is the smooth 


| cludes 


| tapstering of Hal Le Roy. Routine 
‘of the gangly terper is varied and 
‘dished out in a pleasantly casual, 
albeit assured style. Despite com- 
petition of a somewhat similar tap 
|routine in the Slate Bros,’ act, the 
'Le Roy technique clicks and gets 
‘biggest hand of show. Terper’s reg- 
ular gimmick, a dance routine sit- 
ting down, still clicks, but it is 
his “Melody in F,” a la Bill Robin- 
son, that approaches show-stopping 
‘approval. A “Tap Nocturne,” a soft- 
shoe “Tea for Two” turn and a 
final jam session round out a top- 
drawer act. 

Slate Bros., backed up by a red- 
head who is stronger on looks than 
on singing, do okay with some low 
comedy and high antics. Timing 
and showmanship are marked, but 
material is hackneyed. Their take- 
offs of John L. Lewis and Ali Khan 
are strictly slapstick but very fun- 
ny. Make a pitch on the nostalgic 
side by recalling “old vaude’’~via 
two typical terp routines, a waltz 
clog and a softshoe number. Mitt 
action is encouraging. 

Crosby Sisters sing for laughs, 
with redhead carrying the weight 
of the clowning. Open with a Jive 
takeoff and go on from one inanity 


to another. High spots are a gagged | 


version of “Donkey Serenade” and 
an impresh of the Ink Spots in 
“Sunny Side of the Street.” The 
gals are clever, though hectic. They 
have plenty of hep material and 
garner audience kudos. 

Los Gatos, trio of acros, pace 
show with a swift, lively combo of 
jive and smooth acro stunts. 
tumbling with a new angle, and 
the lads handle it with flare and 
enthusiasm. Payees go for them. 

Lowe. 


Capitol. N. Y. 
Charlie Spivak Orch (15) with 
Pegay King, Tommy Lynn, Georgie 
Price, Rose Murphy (3). 
Bros. (2): “The Asphalt Jungle” 
(M-G), reviewed in VARIETY May 
10, *50. 


Georgie Price, heading the cur- 
rent Capitol bill, provides the sock 


that puts the program into the plus | 


column. 

Price heads a program that in- 
the Charlie 
Lane Bros., and Rose Murphy, all 
of whom contribute handsomely to 
the overall. Main spark of show 
is in the finale via Price’s appear- 
ance. He does his usual material, 


'caricaturing showbusiness toppers 


|and with some personal reminis- 
| censes grabs encores. 

Rose Murphy, who brings in her 
'own bass and guitar accompani- 
ment, gets into audience’s good 
graces with her small voice and 
babyish mannerisms. Her popu- 
larity previously established via 
‘nitery engagements and the disclick 
'“T Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love,” makes for a pleasant inter- 
lude. She’s an energetic enter- 
'tainer with a good sense of humor 
in her ivorying and singing. 

The Lane Bros. (2) also score 
with some energetic acro work. 


Their rope-skipping antics get the | 


‘measure of the house. 
With this retinue of performers, 


Spivak’s work is necessarily abbre- | 
in | 
the highly dramatic and musicianly | 
Sv Oliver arrangement of ‘Stormy | 
Weather,” which provides an ex-_ 


viated. His magnum opus is 


cellent showcase for Spivak’s ex- 
pressive trumpet. 
Peggy King does a single number 
on the bluish side which failed to 
get the audience out of its apathy 
and male vocalist Tommy Lynn 
sings as though he were waiting 
for audible sighs between phrases. 
Jose. 


Casino, Teronto 
Toronto, June 9. 
Stump & Stumpy, Bobby Colt, 
Dumarte & Danzar, Lou Skuce, Bob 
Goodman, Gregory Girls (18), 
Archie Stone House Orch; “The 
Hunted” (Mono). 


Nothing standout in current 
package, marked by first appear- 


ance here of Bobby Colt, young) 


baritone, whose range and clear 
enunciation*® is evident in “Great 
Day,” “When You Wore a Tulip,” 
“It Isn’t Fair” and a nice bow-off 
with stirring “God’s Country.” 


Stump & Stumpy are the head- 
liners in a fast and furious hoof- 
‘ing stint. Little guy’s clever mimi- 
_ery of Cagney, Lorre, Barry Fitz- 
‘gerald and Ted Lewis is okay, but 
it’s the terping that puts them 
over for solid returns. As a novelty, 
Lou Skuce, lightning cartoonist, 
gets over nicely, projected on 
screen by periscopic device. Du- 
marte & Danzar satisfy with eccen- 


tric dancing, notably a skeleton | 


number in strobolite. 

Line girls open in_ full-stage 
for a harem number; close the bill 
with a wedding cake number, in 
which Helza Kirsch and Marjorie 
Freckleton, as the bride and groom 
cake figures, do a nifty waltz-tap 
routine; Mimo Elhlo, as one of the 
bridesmaids, does a neat toe solo. 
Bob Goodman is commendable as 
vocalist and m.e. McStay. 


It’s | 


Lane | 


Spivak band, | 


Band vocalist | 


Palace, N. Y. 

Will Mahoney, Mage & Karr, Al 
‘Mardo & Co., Kathryn Chang, 
| Dusty Fletcher, Cass, Owen & Top- 
sy, The Impressionaires, 5 Aman- 
'dis, Don Albert House Orch; “Four 
|Days Leave”. (FC), reviewed in 
| VARIETY Dec. 28, 1949. 


TS 
| Will Mahoney, a holdover from 
‘the preceding show, is the spark- 
|plug of this 80 minute session. 
| Spotted next-to-closing, he scores 
| with his eccentric hoofing, pratt- 
\falls and gags before bowing off 
‘solidly with his famed xylophone 
| stint. He also revives his “scissors 
routine” for neat results. This bit 
of business has him snipping the 
long gown of an unbilled songstress 
while she warbles a classical ditty. 

Otherwise, the layout is inclined 
to be rather listless, particularly in 
the opening half. First four turns 
fail to punch across with the snap 
and verve of the fiinal foursome. 
Youthful terp team of Mage & Karr 
who lead off the bill execute some 
brisk stepping and fiinale with a 


“challenge” sequence for average 


applause. Al Mardo & Co. with 
Irene Kaye nets fair returns via 
playing a. standard and a novelty 
tune on a harmonica. Mardo also 
uses a lethargic bulldog for laughs, 
but this bit is weak. 

Kathryn Chang, Chinese warbler 
who's been active in the N.Y. hotel 
and nitery circuit, handles some 
five numbers. Attired in a black 
gown, she gives a standard inter- 
pretation of such tunes as “I Don't 
Know Why” and “I Said No.” Gal 
would be more effective with a 
more spirited delivery plus a cos- 


'tume that’s not so reserved. Dusty 
| Fletcher, in a comedy bit, is still 


trving to get “Richard” to “open 
that door!” His slow moving humor 
garners a fair slice of laughs. 
Cass, Owen & Topsy, who re- 
cently returned from Britain, is 
a vet comedy knockabout act whose 
furious acrobatting wows audiences 


'today as strongly as it did in yes- 


tervear. Two femmes and a gent 
dish out innumerable somersaults, 
hand stands and intricate splits, 
all done with a heavy accent on 
levity. Gets nice reception. The 
Impressionaires, a male harmony 
trio, and The Five Amandis, teeter- 
board turn, are reviewed under 
New Acts. Don Albert’s house band, 
| per usual, does a bangup job and 
Dave Bines’ production staging is 
also well conceived. Gilb. 


| Dues Hike 


Continued from page 65 














from surrendering jurisdictioh, the 
acts would be subject to the 10° 
AFM tax on traveling musicians. 
It was further argued that the case 
might have been won had AGVA 
gone through with the court pro- 
ceedings it had instituted. It’s re- 
membered that the American Guild 
\of Musical Artists beat the AFM 
on a similar issue. 
| Issue was so hot that one har- 
/monica player, George Ross, who 
attended the confab as a spectator, 
came to blows with Van. Spectators 
declared Ross had threatened Van 
and Henry Dunn, AGVA’s national 
secretary. At the conclusion of one 
session, Ross approached Van, and ~ 
the latter allegedly struck him. 
Later Ross said that he had gone 
over to Van merely to apologize 
when he was struck. Ross entered 
a hospital, and it’s believed a suit 
| will follow. 
| Aside from differences on some 
\issués, convention as a whole was 
|harmonious. End of factionalism be- 
|tween the delegates was virtually 
'eliminated, and attendees earnestly 
| attempted to enact legislation that 
| would benefit union and members. 
|Names of various midwest cities 
| were put in a hat as possible locale 
| fo next quarterly meet, and magi- 
cians were forbidden to make the 
pick. A stenog drew Cleveland. 
Jackie Bright, who was elected 
treasurer to fill the unexpired term 
(of Rex Weber, who resigned post 
because of pressure of personal 
_ business, was convention’s chair- 
man. He and Jerry Baker were 
made life members of the union. 
_ Los Angeles was selected as the 
site of convention to be held next 
year. 
| Gypsy Rose Lee was made editor 
_of a newspaper to be published by 
the union. Joe Smith (& Dale) 


‘will be assistant editor. 





David Powell Injury 


Sidetracks Brit. Dates 


|. David Powell pulled a ligament 

in his leg recently while doing a 

,comedy-novelty act with his pop 

/comedian, Jack Powell, and acci- 

dent has resulted in the cancella- 

pwned of four months work in Eng- 
and. 


Injury occurred at a Brooklyn 
| benefit. 
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Several London Hits May Be Affected | 


By New Equity ‘Unit Company’ Rule 


New ruling by Actors Equity may 
affect several scheduled Broadway 
presentations of London hits, nota- 
ply “Daphne Laureola” and “The 
Lady’s Not for Burning.” As 
amended last week by the Equity 
council, the alien regulations now 
define “unit companies” as perma- 
nent groups, but exclude troupes 
formed in England to present sin- 
gie shows. The managements of 
“Javhne” and “Lady” are report- 
edly protesting that the two im- 
poris should be exempt from the 
revision, since cortracts for 
British players involved 
sicned previously. 

iinder the existing Equity setup, 
a “unit company” was any troupe 
cast entirely in England and im- 
ported as a group. Permanent or- 
ganizations such as the Old Vic, 
the Donald Wolfit company, the 
Comedie Francais, etc., would still 
cualify as “unit companies,” but 
single productions like the forth- 
coming “Daphne” and “Lady,” or 
the original “Cocktail Party” cast, 
would come under the regular 
alien rule. According to Equity of- 
ficials, the alien rule does not come 
within the union’s basic agreement 
with the League of N. Y. Theatres, 
so it is not a matter of mutual 
approval or negotiation. However, 
it's indicated exceptions may be 
made in the case of “Daphne” and 
“Lady” if there were unfair angles 
uader individual actor contracts al- 
ready signed. 

Alien Regulations 

Equity rules exempt members of 
“unit companies” from payment of 
initiation fees and require them 
to pay merely the regular union 


were 


dues of $9 semi-annually, whereas | 


actors coming under the alien regu- 
lations must pay $100 initiation fee 
plus a salary levy of 5% or $10-a- 
week minimum. Moreover, the 
“unit” status of any company 
ceases whenever any member is re- 
placed. 


“Cocktail Party,” the troupe ceased | vival of “Berkeley Square,” with | 


(Continued on page 71) 


OLIVIER WILL DO 
KRASNA’S ‘KIND SIR’ 


Hollywood, June 13. 

Laurence Olivier, who is due in 
Hollywood Aug. 15 to star in Wil- 
liam Wyler’s “Carrie Ames” for 
Paramount release, has a second 
job lined up during his stay in the 
U. S. British thesp will appear in 
Norman Krasna’s play, “Kind Sir,” 
when he completes “Ames.” 

Olivier’s visit to Hollywood will 
be his first in 10 years. It will co- 
incide with the appearance of his 
wife, Vivien Leigh, in Warners’ “A 
Streetcar Named Desire.” 


Yolande Donlan to Debut 
As Producer in London 


London, June 13. 

Yolande Donlan, American ac- 
tress who appeared in the Lon- 
con productions of “Born Yester- 
day” and “Cage Me a Peacock,” 
will make her managerial debut 
with the presentation of a new 
play, “To Dorothy a Son,” in which 
she and the British actor, Richard 
Attenborough, will play the leads. 








The show is scheduled to open in | 


August. 

Miss Donlan is currently com- 
pleting a new film, “Mrs. Drake’s 
Duck,” in which she appears oppo- 
site Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 


4th ‘Glory’ Season Set To 

Bow in- Virginia July 1 
Richmond, Va., June 13. 

Paul Green’s symphonic drama, 

“The Common Glory,” will begin 

its fourth season at the Lake 





Matoaka amphitheatre near Wil-| 
Performances | 
will run nightly except on Mon- | 


liamsburg July 1. 


davs through Sept. 16. 

Spectacle, which highlights early 
historic events of the Williams- 
burg - Jamestown - Yorktown area, 
will be headed this year by Law- 
rence Hugo in the role of Thomas 
Jofferson. Hugo was last seen on 
Broadway in “Born Yesterday” and 
“"ecision.” Cast of nearly 100 is 
a uin composed of students from 
Virginia colleges and some towns- 
people. Professional overall direc- 
tien will be handled by John Baird, 
Vv vile Myra Kinch will be dance 
director and Maxine Lee principal 
dancer, 


the | 


For instance, when Alec | 
Guinness withdrew recently from | 


+ 


Yiddish Novel ~ 


Goldberg & Jacobs 


agers of the Parkway theatre, | 


Brooklyn, have bought stage rights 


to “The Family Muskat,” Yiddish- 
language novel and radio feature of 





|New Pitt Nixon to Tee 


Pittsburgh, June 13. 
First legit show of the 1950-51 


season for the next Nixon theatre 
has already been set. It will be the 
Theatre Guild’s hardy perennial, 
|“Oklahoma!,” which comes in La- 





|bor Day, Sept 4., for two weeks, 
| marking the fourth time for this 
| musical here. 

| Name of Nixon, for 47 years the 


principal legit spot here, is being | 
'taken over by the present Senator | 
| theatre, which has been a film site | 


| for 25 years. Old Nixon is now in 
| the process of demolition, with a 
i skyscraper eventually going up on 
| the site. That tag was sold by 
| Marcus Heiman and Tony Conforti, 
|last owners of the theatre, to the 
| Senator lessees, Astor Corp., head- 
!ed by Gabe Rubin, who also runs 
Art Cinema, foreign film site 
downtown, and a drive-in. 





Three Chicago Groups Set 
Fall Legit Productions; 
Grab Pitt’s ‘Fifty Gran 


Chicago, June 13. 

Prospects for legit production, 
which seemed rather nebulous and 
;slim here for the past year, are 
perking up with the summer heat, 
with three ¢roups having definit 
| production plans. 
‘and Buff Cobb, his wife, and for- 
|mer legit actress, have bought 
Patricia Coleman’s 
Dream” and have signed Lucinda 
Ballard to design sets and cos- 
tumes. It’s set for a fall debut in 
Detroit before coming into Chicago 
for a run. . 

Bramwell Fletcher, legit actor, 
has raised most of the $50,000 pro- 
| duction costs for a Windy City re- 


4 





{himself as the lead, Although Mor- 
,ton Reis and Frank Rothschild are 
planning an adaptation of Jean 
Giradoux’s “Samarkand,” it looks 
unlikely that it will receive a Chi 
jtryout before hitting Broadway. 
The team of Lambert & Golden, 
which has been dormant for the 
‘last vear, having produced “All 
Gaul Is Divided” the previous year, 
‘is now looking over new scripts for 
' possible fall production. 


In addition to all this activity, 
,Les Weinrott, producer of “The 
| College Inn Story” at the Sherman 
|hotel, is bringing in “Fifty Grand” 
|\for readings before prospective 
|; backers. With all this 
‘something may arise this fall to 
‘give local producers some heart. 


{ 


| 


‘Fifty’ for Chi, N. Y. 
Pittsburgh, June 13. 

“Fifty Grand,” original revue by | 
Ken Welch and David Crantz which | 
just closed a seven-week run to! 
| capacity at the Pittsburgh Play- | 
|!house, has been picked up by Les 
| Weinrott, Chicago showman and 
‘one of the producers of “The Col-| 
‘lege Inn Story” at the Sherman 
hotel. He plans to open it first in | 
_ the Windy City this fall, before | 
taking the show on to Broadway. | 
| Welch, who wrote the music andj 
lyrics, leaves immediately for Chi | 
(Continued on page 71) 


| 


| 





‘Theatre-In-Round On 
Wheels Set for N.Y. Preem 


| A theatre-in-the-round on wheels 
will bow in New York’s Washington 
Square Park Monday (19) when 
seven students from Sarah Law- 
rence college, Harvard and Duke 
will present a trio of plays aboard 
a flat-top wagon driven by two 
horses. In addition to the students, 
other participants in the venture 
will include a child, yet to be 
chosen, and John Blankenchip, 
Sarah Lawrence faculty member, 
who’s handling the directing and 
designing. 

The Washington Square perform- 
‘ance has been tabbed as a preview, 
to be followed by a contemplated 
‘eight-week tour of New York and 
| Westchester, slated to begin July 6. 
|Performances will be given in 
/parks and recreation halls on a 
|cuffo basis. Current plans call for 
|an afternoon performance of “The 
|Emperor’s New Clothes,” geared 
|for the juves, and evening produc- 
tions of “The Fisherman and His 
Wife” and “The Farce of Pierre 
Patelin.” 


activity, | 


Wolfe 
‘Milton Weintraub, secretary-treas- 


the same name, by Ignatz Singer 
Bashaves. 


Dramatized by the author, it will 


Off With ‘Oklahoma!’ »¢ produced as a Yiddish folk play | 


with music at the Parkway late in 
September. An English version of 
fhe book will be published this fall 
by Alfred A. Knopf. 


‘Clutterbuck’ In 
$30,000 Deficit 


“Clutterbuck,” Benn W. Levy 
comedy which closed Saturday 
night (10) at the Biltmore, N. Y., 
after 218 performances, represents 
a loss of around $30,000 on an in- 
vestment of $50,000. A payment 
of $10,000 was made about two 
weeks ago to the backers, and 
there are estimated assets of 
around $10,000 more in the form 
of a cash reserve, plus bonds and 
| deposits. 


The. 





} 
| 


|quired by George Brandt for a} 
tour of the subway circuit and the | 
|stock rights of the British comedy | 
|have also been released for straw- 
hat presentation, so there should 
be additional revenue presently. 


| 
' 





Kiss, Deval Pair Up For 


_ N.Y. ‘Dieux’ Presentation 
| Esther Kiss and Elizabeth Deval 


have set up a partnership to pro- | 
d 


uce in New York in the fall an 

adaptation of-the Paris comedy hit 
of. last seasan, “Le Secret des 
Dieux.” Play by Leopold Marchant 
is now being adapted by Sigmund 
Miller, a radio writer. 


Miss Kiss is the former European 


stage and screen actress and cur- | 
rently Sir Alexander Korda's story | 


representat've in the U. S. She’s 
the former wife of Stephen Palios, 
European film producer. Mrs. Deval 
is a former actress, last seen on 
Broadway in “Boudoir,” a play by 
her ex-husband, Jacques Deval. 

New producing team expects tu 
put its first play into rehearsa)] in 
September. 


| 


| 





Bain’s Withdrawal From 
‘é “19 
Irving L. Jacobs-David | Cocktail Settles Snarl 


'Merrick production has been ac- | 


Over American Namesake 


Recent withdrawal of British 
actor Donald Bain from the east of 
“Cocktail Party,” at the Henry 
Miller, N. Y., solved a situation in- 
volving .the American legit-radio 


|... League Girds for Equity, Stagehand 
Demands in New Contract Talks 


+ Negotiations were started by the 


_ League of N. Y. Theatres this 
| week for a new contract with the 
Stagehands’ union. Confabs for a 
inew agreement with Actors Equity 
are slated to open next week. In 


both cases, the talks are expected -' 


to continue for weeks and possibly 
months. The two unions are re- 
portedly seeking increases and the 
League hopes to get concessions 
from both. 

In the case of the stagehands, 
the sessions began Monday (12) 
with ‘little more than an exchange 
of brief amenities and an agree- 
ment to get together again next 
week. The real wrassle is expected 
to begin then, with the union due 
to ask for a wage tilt and the pro- 
ducers’ and theatre owners’ group 
asking a pay reduction and “clari- 
fication and strict enforcement” of 
| Stagehand rules. Although officials 
(of neither organization would dis- 
peoy the situation, the managers 
are understood to seek an end to 
| the present stagehand practice of 
; changing the interpretation and 
enforcement ®f regulations with- 
out warning and however advan- 
| tageous to the union. 
| The League is reportedly armed 
| with facts and arguments supplied 
| by various general managers and 
company managers to use in 


The only other closing last week | actor of the same name. If he had | dickering with the stagehands and 


| was 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” 


|City Center, N. Y. Irene M. Selz- 
'nick’s production of the Tennessee | 
|'a profit of $567,500 ‘including a 
| preliminary return from the film | 
‘rights) on its $100,000 investment, 
}and has about $75,000 in other 
j|assets for future distribution. It 
|is also slated to play Brandt’s sub- 
, way circuit and numerous summer 
theatre dates. 


ATPAM Seting Up Plans 


To Organize Television; | 
Annual Election Held 


An intensive drive to organize | 
the television field will be made | 
by the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers. The union, 
which has made a little progress | 
'in that direction in the last couple | 
of years, decided at its annual con- 
vention Monday (12) im New York 
to make an all-out campaign not 
only to place its members as com. 
pany and business managers and 
pressagents for video shows, but 
also to open its ranks to qualified 
men already working in those ¢a- | 
pacities in the field. | 


A committee to study the situa- | 
tion and report back to the ATPAM 
board with a plan for the organiz- 
ing drive was set up under the 
chairmanship of Victor Samrock, | 
whose outspoken proposal to enter | 
the tele field provided the only fire- 
works of the meeting. Others ap- 
pointed to the committee are Wal- 
ter Fried, Lars Jorgenson, Joseph 
Roberts, Oliver Nicoll, Jo@ Gross- 
man, Leonard Sang and the union 
officers. 


The annual election, held at the 


| 
} 





} 
i 





| 


{Monday meeting, resulted as fol-| 


Frank Smith, president; | 
Kaufman, vice-president; 


lows: 


urer, and Oliver Sayler, business | 
agent, all incumbents. Also named 
were the following board members: 
Saul Abraham, Mack Hilliard, Mor- 
ris Jacobs and Warren O’Hara, with 
Raymond Broeder and Harry Sha- 
piro as alternates, representing the 
managers’ group; William Fields 
and Ben Kornzweig, with Frank 
Goodman, Barry Hyams and Vince 
McKnight as alternates, represent- 
ing the pressagents’ chapter; Louis 
'Cline and Francis Robinson, with 
Edgar Wallach and Frank Lea as | 
alternates, representing the road/| 
agents, and Joseph Burstin and | 
Ben Chasin, with William Rolland 
as alternates, representing the Yid- 
dish group. Fred De Bondy is ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

| The meeting, with 171 members 
present, voted to accept the follow- 
ing new members: Harold Gross- 
man, who had completed his ap- 
prenticeship, into the managers’ 
group; Herbert Barrett,  trans- 
ferred frém the music field to the 
overall pressagent chapter. and 
Fred Nederlander, to the Minne- 
' soia-Wisconsin area, 


' “Cocktail 


remained in the T. S. Eliot play, | 
e4 which concluded a three-week re-|the British Bain would have had to 
Mike Wallace turn date Sunday night (11) at the | chang 


e his name, at least for pro- 
fessional purposes in the U. S. 


Under Equity rules, no two mem- 


“Recurrent | Williams tragedy had already paid| bers of the union may use the 


same name professionally. How- 
ever, the British Bain came under 
Equity jurisdiction as a member of 
a “unit company,” so he was ex- 
empt from the name requirement. 
With the retirement of Alec Guin- 
ness and others from the “Cock- 
tail” cast and their replacement by 


qualified as a “unit company,” so 
Bain would have had to take an- 
other stage monicker. 

The British Bain had played sev- 


eral previous engagements in the | 


U. S., always as a member of a 
“unit company.” The American 
Bain has been in several Broadway 
shows, usually as an offstage ani- 
mal and bird noise, for which he’s 
chiefly noted. His last such stint 
was a horse whinny in Mare Con- 
nelly’s “Story for Strangers.” He’s 


active in radio, mostly for similar | penmark, 


assignments. 

The British Bain’s successor in 
Party” is Rhoderick 
Walker. 





| actors. Equity, on the other hand, 
, has been preparing for the negoti- 
‘ations for several months and is 

believed to have an extensive line- 

up of demands and_ proposals. 
|There is a widespread belief that 
the League will try to persuade 
Equity to drop its clause forbid- 
ding actors to appear in Washing- 
(ton theatres practicing racial dis- 
crimination. The union is report- 
edly adamant on the issue, how- 
ever, although it is understood 
| willing to make a joint announce- 





| U. S. players, the troupe no longer | ment Marcus Heiman, owner of 


| the National, Washington, that its 
_members will play the house with 
| the non-discriminatory policy in 
effect. 





‘OLD VIC SPREADING SELF 
THRU HOLLAND, ITALY 


London, June 13. 


The Old Vic group, currently pre- 
senting “Hamlet” at Elsinore, in 
leaves there Thursday 
| (15) to present the Shakespeare 
‘classic and “She Stoops to Con- 
| quer” for two weeks during the 
| Holland Festival and then for a 





| tour of principal Netherlands cities. 
It is due back here July 2. The 
| troupe includes Michael Redgrave, 
| Angela Baddeley, Diana Churchill, 


Chorus Equity Picks 


/shall as recording secretary, each 


| Cook, 


‘tine Karner were elected to the 


_ other 


Regular Ticket at Meet 


Regular ticket was elected at 
the 31st annual meeting of Chorus 
Equity Friday (9) at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y. Paul Dullzell was 
picked as chairman of the execu- 
tive committee and William Mar- 





for one year, Jane Carlyle. Ray | 
Eleonore Gregory, Mable | 
Hart, Joseph James, Paula Pur- 
nell and Eddie Watson are slated 
for the executive committee for | 
three years; William C. Smith for | 
two years and Leigh Allen and | 
Annabelle Gold for one year. | 
Lynn Alden, Ray Cook and Chris-. 
council for three years. | 

Two recommendations to the | 
council were adopted at the meet- 
ing. The first was to maintain 
the present bonding policy and 
list of exempt managers. The 
endorsed .the council’s in- 
structions to_the negotiating com- 
mittee to hold firm in the present 
contract with League of New York 
Theatres. Clarence Derwent, prexy 
of Actors and Chorus Equity, pre- 
sided over the meeting. 


Healey Options ‘Ararat’ 


Eunice Healey, who was asso- 
ciated last spring in the operation 
of the Gayety theatre, Washington, 
and has co-produced several Broad- | 
way shows, has optioned for fall 
presentation “No Ark on Ararat,” 
by Katherine Hoskins. It is a three- 
act drama requiring a single setting 
and cast of 11, including four prin- 
cipals. 

The authoress, a suburban Bos- 
ton housewife, has previously con- 
tributed poetry to various maga- 
zines. 





Wanda Rotha and Miles Malleson. 


Another Old Vie group, includ- 
ing Celia Johnson, Roger Livesey, 
Ursula Jeans, Ernest Milton, Rob- 
ert Eddison and Margaret Barton 
has gone to Italy to present 
“Twelfth Night” at the Interna- 
tional Festival of the Arts of Flor- 
ence being held concurrently with 
the Maggio Fiorentino Musicale 
and the UNESCO general confer- 
ence. An engagement in Rome and 
a tour of other Italian cities will 
follow. 





Jones, Gurian in New York 
To Prep Fall ‘Exnosure’ 


Margo Jones and Manning Gur- 


ian, who will be partnered with 
Tad Adoue in the Broadway pres- 
entation of “Southern Exposure” 
early this fall. arrived in New York 
over the weekend to begin produc- 
tion of the Owen Crump comedy. 
All three are associated in the op- 
eration of the Dallas Playhouse, 
where the play was successfully 
premiered last month. 

The $60,000 presentation will not 
have a tryout tour, but will play 
several previews before the Broad- 
way opening. Miss Jones will di- 
rect. 


Will-O-Way Renews 
Detroit, June 13. 

Will-O-Way Playhouse, strawhat 
in suburban Birmingham, will 
open June 20. William Merrill 
again is the producer. 

Gerald Harrington will be_lead- 
ing man again this year. Others 
will be Minnie Jo Curtis, Bob 
| Maxwell, Tom deGrafienreid, John 
Beeman and George Hunter. 
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Cowles Completes Setup 


For ‘Consul’ in London 


Chandler Cowles, co-producer of 
“The Consul,” returned Monday 


Bucks, Terrell’s Off to Slow Starts; 
Portland-Old Orchard Shuttle Set :2°:22'ts:2os-wnere ne wie: 


| the West End presentation of the 

New Hope, Pa., June 13. {paint job deemed necessary. De-| Gian-Carlo Menotti opera this 
Opening bill, Garson Kanin’s Spite heavy initial expense and/ summer or early next fall. Al- 
“Smile of the World,” starring contemplated high-nut operation,| though the sponsorship of the 
Ruth Chatterton, gave the Bucks | Gould is currently offering season | British edition isn’t completely set, 
County Playhouse here its poorest tickets for as low as $10.80 plus Louis Dreyfuss, head of the Chap- 


week’s biz since the normally boff tax. pell Co. of London, will be in o 


, a the deal. Contrary to previous 
strawhatter opened 11 years ago. Colli : ; tra: 
| ollingwood’s 2d Week ' plans, Cowles didn’t go to Rome to 
Show ran for 11 performances. } Collingwood, Va., June 13. p g 


Political comedy, which previous- The new Collingwood open-air 
ly drew raps when it tried out in strawhatter racked up a_ second | 
Philly, again got the brush from consecutive $1,200 week with “Yes, | 
Quaker City aisle-sitters. Plethora My Darling Daughter” with its all- 
of graduations and other social | resident company. Because of its 
events, which make early season roofless condition, Collingwood 
less terrific than July and August theatre has been taking a rough), 
at Bucks. also took their b. o. toll. | buffeting from the rain in this 
Sluggish advance for Martha Scott | area, being washed out ~~ s are 
i “Another Language,” which cloudburst Saturday nigh 
- : a which should have brought the 
opened last night (12), has pro- 


. week’s fattest b.o. P 
ar as «Rana ag dea Third of the weekly productions, 


“See How They Run,” opens to- 
name policy for permanent stock night (13), with Natalie Priest and 
troupe. He’ll see how it works out | James Van Wart in the iop roles. 
June 26 with Dorothy Sands in Colonial Productions, operating 
“Velvet Glove” and local favorite Collingwood, is setting out to sell 
Henry Jones in “Silver Whistle” benefit performances to organiza- 
July 1. 'tions to fatten the gross for the 
; | 400-seater. Howard Kandel, who 
'was with WOR-TV, in New York, | 
has come down as scenic designer. | 





Menotti’s “The Medium,” but will 
accompany the composer there 
sometime later. 

Cowles’ return from London was 
delayed 14 hours when the tail as- 
sembly of his plane got out of or- 
der after the takeoff from Ireland, 
and the transport had to struggle 
back to the airport, forcing the 
passengers to transfer to a later 
flight. 


Package Shows 
Seen Changing | 
Strawhat Scene 








Music Circus Weak 
Lambertville, N. J., June 13. 
St. John Terrell’s Musie Circus, 
which has doubled its capacity for 
its second season, got off to a sur- | 





Cragsmoor’s New Management 
Cragsmoor, N. Y., June Is. 
Scenic designer Willis Knighton 


prismgly slow start here with and his wife, Marjorie Hildreth, Washington, June 13. 
“New Moon,” playing to 50% have taken over management of Trend towards package shows on 
empty pews for the nine perform-| the Cragsmoor (N. Y.) Summer the strawhat circuit is more ap- 


Playhouse atop the Shawangunk| parent this season than ever, ac- | 


ances ending Sunday night. 


| arrange an Italian film version of | 


Wednesday, June 14, 1950 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


| Backers of the Cy Feuer-Ernest H. Martin production of “Guys and 
| Dolls,” budgeted at $200,000, include Louis A. Lotito, president of City 
| Playhouses, Inc., $4,000; Morris M. Schrier, attorney representing 
| Music Corp. of America, $16,000; actress Helen Menken, $4,000; A. M. 
| Blumberg, of Brooks Costume, $4,000; Harriet (Mrs. Paul) Ames, $4,000; 
| music publisher Edwin H. Morris, $10,000; Hilda S. (Mrs, Eddie) Kook, 
| wife of the lighting technician, $4,000; producer Anthony Brady Far- 
|rell, $16,000; recording executive Manie Sacks, $8,000; co-producer 


| 


ne Feuer, $8,000; former producer Paul S. Ames, $1,000; theatre party 


/agent Lenore Tobin, $1,000; ad executive William H. Weintraub, $2,000; 
‘theatre party agent Ivy Larric, $500; Ella (Mrs. Jo) Mielziner, wife of 
'the scene designer, $1,000; composer Frank Loesser, $4,000; co-pro- 
ducer Martin, $6,000; Flo (Mrs. Jo) Swerling, wife of the adaptator, 
$2,000; Metro producers John J. Cohn and Jack Cummings, $3,000 and 
$2,000, respectively; Joseph H. Hazen, producer-partner of Hal Wallis, 
$5,000; Metro producer Armand S. Deutsch, $2,000. 





Some sort of precedent is figured to have been set recently with a 
checkup rehearsal for the comedy success, “Happy Time,” at the Ply- 
mouth, N. Y. Novelty of the situation was the fact that the rehearsal 
wasn’t held at the instigation of the director, Robert Lewis; the author, 
Samuel Taylor, or the producers, Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
stein, II, but at the suggéstion of the play’s featured lead, Claude 
Dauphin. Latter simply had the idea that his and other performances 


| might have grown slightly ragged; so, after obtaining approval from the 


rest of the cast, he asked the company manager to invite Lewis back to 
see the show and, if necessary, call a rehearsal. The director accepted, 
made some notes during the performance and had a special rehearsal 
next day. 


Entire $15,000 financing for the touring edition of “Two Blind Mice,” 
currently playing Chicago with Melvyn Douglas starred, was put up by 
Frank Rothschild, a young Chicago heir and business man. The invest- 
ment was made in the name of Nathaniel Sommerfield and, according to 
the limited partnership agreement, gives Rothschild a 60% share of the 
profits, instead of the usual 50-50 split with the producer. Show is 
presented by Bromiley Productions, of which Harald Bromley and 
Morton S. Ries are general partners. 





Showman Terrell blames it on 
the early start this year as against 
July 4 opening last year. That all 
is not okay in this normally 
healthy show territory is reflected 
in the weak start across the river 


Mountains and will open a 10-week 


cording to Richard Skinner, pro-| 


season June 27 with Moss Hart’s 
“Light Up the Sky.” Seating 291, 
the house is scaled at $1.80 and 
$2.40, with attractions running 
Tuesday through Sundays. 

Theatre, which was operated for 


ducer at Olney, Md. It’s making 
brokers and house managers out 
of producers, he claims. 

Trend is of fairly recent vintage, 
but this season it’s most pronounc- 


| 


| 


| Mary Coyle Chase, 
| “Harvey,’ 


Legit Bit 
author of, tress-wife of the show biz attorney, 
’ came east last week to | Went to the Coast last week to visit 


her parents. 


ed. Especially in new scripts, says| attend the graduation of her 18-| 
Skinner. Garson Kanin’s “Live | year-old son, Michael, from the |. Ellen Albertini, who appeared on 
Wire” is due for six weeks’ try- | Taft school, Watertown, Conn. me | eer i ee 4 in ee —, 
out on the citronella loop; Lillian | —, 2 Se wae Cases 


at the Bucks County playhouse, many years by Morton De Costa, | 
New Hope. Schools still in ses-| wij} run on a resident company | 
sion, impending graduations, etc.,! phasis with Bob Wright, Frank 
have tended to slow subscriptions. | Overton, Charles Wiley, Sr., Lath- 
Medium range ducats, $2.40 week-| rop Mitchell, Peggy Loft and Jean 
days, $3.60 weekends, are toughest | Taylor thus far engaged. 

to push. Low of $1.20 and high of Miss Hildreth, who has directed | 
$3 weekdays sell first, ditto $1.80 at Sea Cliff, Hunterdon Hills, Hol- | 
and $3.60 weekends. yoke and the Pasadena Playhouse's | 


aren Vee Woes Ser Bis seeeee | for the Interplayer’s production of 
“ich j : if’c | Summer with the acting company | f9! ; ba ; 

wll "Mat, Pilsen | at Barter Theatre, Abingdon, Va.,|\The Beggar’s Opera,” at Carnegie 
Reginald Owen <are tryin t | and in the fall will enter the drama | Recital Hall, N. Y., June 22 . 
a tag ay a 4. € out | school of Carnegie Tech .. . Irving | K. Aliki, Greek actress, and Milton 
ouis Verneil’s airs of State,” | Berlin is due back by plane today | Stanley, radio actor, will play the 


and the Theatre Guild is testing | (Wed.) from a vacation in Paris... .| leads in “Johnny Belinda,’6 the in- 


Some local resistance has been | Laboratory Theatre, will stage the) 4’ B. Shiffrin’s “Angel in the | Jerry Whyte, production manager’ 4ugural bill at the year-round Cen- 
encountered on doubling of capac: Productions at Cragsmoor, with) Pawnshop.” This is only a par-| of the Theatre Guild. is due on the| tre_ Playhouse, Rockville Centre, 
ity and simultaneous upping of | Dan Pollack ‘acting as stage man~! ij4) jist, | Queen Elizabeth today (Wed.) from | L. I., beginning tomorrow (Thurs.). 


ager. Martin Shwartz will handle | 
ess. | 


Victor Griffin, who played Will 


More “ominous” are such pack-| London, where he worked with | 
Parker in the London company of 


scale, which Music Circus officials : 
oddly publicized at end of season Pp 





last September. That tix are con-: 
siderably easier to obtain in en- 


Already set to follow “Light Up 
the Sky” are “Years Ago,” week of | 
July 4; “See How They Run,” July 


“Caesar and Cleopatra,” with Paul- | 
ette Goddard and a company of | 





| “Carousel” ., 


ages of established successes as| Agnes De Mille and co-authors 


Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, II, on the production of 
. Anthony’ Brady 


“Oklahoma!” for two years and 
supervised the transfer of the 
Rodgers-Hammerstein musical re- 


larged tent perversely has seemed | 1}-" “The Traitor,” July 18, and| 30; “Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
to lessen their demand. Advance | “porn Yesterday,” July 25. with Sylvia Sidney; the Margaret | — a ee ies te ech tee sage Peigined Bae. hn = 
for this week’s “The Cat and the) Webster Shakespearean troupe; tain e...John Glendinning, cur-|U. S. He has been succeeded in 


Fiddle,” with Jean Nelson and Dick 


Smart, is fair. Chances are that 


“The Devil's Disciple,” with Maur- 
ice Evans, and many others, trek- 


Gretna Playhouse Bows 
Mt. Gretna, Pa., June 13. 


rently rehearsing in the Arena re- 
vival of “Julius Caesar,” will ap- 


the show by Peter Felgate. 
Charles Laughton, Charles Boyer 


the Circus, after a slow start, will Gretna Playhouse opened its | king from one strawhat to another — “a ” oH and two other stars still to be 
pick up steam. That was the pat-| season here Friday (9) with biggest as complete productions. The ma- oad Fed — aneatt pe signed will tour in a production of 
tern last year. splash since the strawhat was re-|jor strawhats like Dennis, West- ‘Don Juan in Hell,” an 80-minute 





Maine’s Shuttle Season 
Portland, Me., June 13. 

Edward Gould, strawhat vet, has 
invaded this area with 100,000 
pounds of equipment, a roster of 
Equity players, and a schedule of 
recent Broadway releases, for a 
shuttle season between the Peaks 
Island Playhouse here and the Old 
Orchard Beach Playhouse. Opener 
will be “Born Yesterday,” featur- 
ing Lionel Stander, slated for June 
30 at O. O. B. spot. 

Gould, who operated the Crest 
theatre, Long Beach, L. L, last 
season, is also bringing in Ruth | 
Mundy, Philip Huston, Clifford 
Dunston, Claire Louise Evans, Al- 
bert Carroll, Fairfax Burghee, Bon- 
nie Boughton, Lois Nettleton, and 
George Harvey, for roles in a 


opened in 1945. Strawhatter, op- 
erated by Charles F. Coghlan and 
Gene P. Otto, had as its guests the | 
mayors of Harrisburg, Lancaster 
and Pottsville, with mayors of Le- 
banon and Reading taking rain-| 
check due to press of official busi-|Pany and director anymore, he 
ness. - Resident Equity company | asks. According to Equity ruling, 
under direction of Charles F.| union strawhats have to carry a | 
Coghlan got off to good start with; minimum of six permanent peo- | 
a production of “Let Us Be Gay.” ple, including a director. But 
Place runs for 13 weeks, two more | there’s no place for the old style 
than last season. stock director anymore, says Skin- 

Helen Ray, veteran character ner, Not in this new package age. 


coves, wee oye ye — Tae | 
in celebration of her we ner ‘Brig’ 
rig’ Tees Off 32d St. Loo 
Muny Season Before 8,000. 


anniversary. Her husband, Homer | 
St. Louis, June 13. | 


Miles, also an actor, was in the 
audience. 
“Brigadoon,” Alan Jay Lerner- | 
Frederick Loewe musical, made its | 


port and Olney will have a ma- 
jority of package shows this sum- 
mer, says Skinner. 

What will a strawhat producer 
do with a permanent resident com- 











Stockbridge, Mass., June 13. 
Edward Andrews will play the) 


Berkshire Skeds Two 
junkyard tycoon in “Born Yester- 


house, Worcester, Mass., this sum- 
mer. 

Ruth Matteson, who closed Sat- 
urday (10) in “Clutterbuck,” planes 
to Europe tomorrow (Thurs.) for 
about a month or six weeks of 
show-catching and sightseeing in 
London, Paris and elsewhere... 
Final details are still not set for 
NBC’s purchase or lease of the 
Hudson theatre, N. Y., as a tele- 
vision studio . . . Shepard Traube, 
whose Broadway presentation of 
Aldous Huxley’s London hit, ‘‘Gia- 
conda Smile,” preems Oct. 3 at the 
Lyceum, has also scheduled a re- 


| vival of Mordaunt Shairp’s ‘‘Green 


Bay Tree” to open Dec. 31, with 
Frank Allenby and Jay Robinson 
in leading parts. Robinson may 
supply part of the $55,000 financing 
. . Richard Whorf will play the 
lead and Burgess Meredith will 
stage Courtney Burr’s production 


. 


excerpt from Shaw’s “Man and 
Superman”’...Oscar Hammerstein, 
II, and Richard Rodgers, currently 
in Paris after attending the Lon- 
don opening of “Carousel,” are 
due back next Wednesday (21) on 
the Queen Mary. They’ll immedi- 
ately start casting the John Stein- 
beck play, “In the Forests of the 
Night,” which Guthrie McClintic 
has been asked to direct. ..Jean 
Arthur, Boris Karloff and the rest 
of the “Peter Pan” cast recorded 
a full-length album edition and a 
condensed juvenile version of the 
Barrie play this week for Columbia 
...J. Charles Gilbert is manager 
and Bill Doll pressagent for “Get- 
ting Married” ... Byron Bentley 
succeeded Doll as p.a. for “Two 
Blind Mice” in Chicago.. Reuben 
Rabinovitch has replaced Gertrude 
Bromberg as p.a. of the touring 


roster that includes, in addi-| day’ at William Miles’ Berkshire | initial outdoor appearance Thurs- | ofthe Wolcott Gibbs. comedy,|;4155 Me, Kate”.. Harry MeWil- 
tion to “Born,” “Finian's Rain-| Playhouse here the week of June | 44¥ (8) in teeing off the 32d con-|«gesson in the Sun”... . Betty caro toe the Cincin- 
bow,” “Streetcar Named Desire,” | 26. “Born” will be the first of the | Secutive season of the Municipal | 7 ockwood, secretary in Leland | wes ee 


“Harvey” “The Devil’s Disciple,” 
“The Silver Whistle,” “Goodbye, 
My Faney,” “Happy Birthday,” 
“Pygmalion” and “At War With 
the Army.”’ No tryouts are contem- 
plated. 

Tentative schedule calls for one 
maiinee and’ three evening per- 


Theatre Assn., in the al fresco | 
playhouse in Forest Park. 
lured 8,000 people who laid an | 
estimated $3,000 on the line. The | 
piece will run 11 nights and will | 
be followed by “Rosalie.” 

Eight members from the original 
cast—Hayes Gordon, Virginia Os- 


season by Miles’ resident company, 
the opening production, “The 
Taming of the Shrew,” week of 
June 19, being a package sched- 
uled by Margaret Webster’s Shake- 
spearean group. 

Louise Horton, Kendall Clark— 
for several seasons a Berkshire | 


Show 


Hayward’s office, will be married 
July 8 to a non-pro... Robert Dus- 
tin, of the staff of the American 
National Theatre & Academy, is 
recovering from major surgery at 
St. John’s hospital, Cleveland .. . 
Brenda Lewis, last in “Regina,” 
leaving tomorrow (Thurs.) for Cen- 


Ralph T. Kettering succeeds 
Sam Weller next week as p.a. for 
the touring “Oklahoma!.” He was 
summer sub on the assignment for 
Weller two years ago... Producer- 
pressagent Jean Dalrymple being 
booked by National Concert & 
Artists Corp. for lecture dates 


“ bs + | ‘ . , : | next fall and spring...Warners ac- 
formances at each theatre, with on rg we Ning co ees Be ha wald, James Mitchell, Virginia | Ay eect - sing =e. In| quired the screen rights last weck 
weekends at the Beach resort for | Taming of the Shrew.” Bosler, Robert F. Smith, Olga | Carlos.” ee” °M to Fay Kanin’s “Goodbye, My 


peak-traffic biz. The shuttle process 
will involve transporting scenery 
and props ever three miles of ocean 
and 15 miles of highway twice 
weekly. To keep the liftage charges 
down, Gould will attempt an 11- 
day sked for some productions. 
The Peaks Island theatre has 


Lunick, Jo Hurt and Blaine Cord- | 
ner—click in the top roles. Out- | 
standers in support are Edwin | 

The Hillbarn Summer Theatre| Stoffe, Earl Williams, Lewis) 
will step into its 10th season June | Bolyard and Evans Thornton. 
20 with “The Emperor Jones,” di- | | 


rected by Robert Brauns and de- ‘Shoes’ Kicks Off Dallas 





Coast Straw’s 10th Season 
San Mateo, Cal., June 13. 








been purchased by Gould. Former- 
ly somewhat dingy house has been 
completely refurbished inside and 
out, with all equipment replaced 
and both stage and seating capacity 
enlarfed Outdoor recreational 
facilities for patrons have been in- 
stalled, as have concrete drive- 
ways. , 


signed by Sam Rolph. . 
Included in the three produc- Starlight Operettas | 
Dallas, June 13. 


| tions scheduled for this season 
_will be “Dorothy,” first perform- 
| ance of a new play by Warner Law 
which will preem July 21. House | 
is reserved at $1.25 with majority | 
of performances on weekends. 





here presented by the State Fair of | 





| “High Button Shoes,” starring Ed- 
die Foy, Jr., and Constance Moore, 
| with Joey Faye and Jack Whiting | 


Olney Bowing With ‘Caesar’ 
Olney, Md., June 13. 


| 


The ninth season of Starlight | 
Operettas at the State Fair Casino | 


w 


Tyrone Power, Jackie Cooper 
and others of the London company 
of “Mister Roberts,” will be taken 
by director and co-author Joshua 
Logan to Bill Brown’s Health Farm 
at Garrison, N. Y., to get them into 
training for rehearsals and the trip 
overseas. Logan and actor-singer 
Ray Middleton are associated in 
| the ownership of the spot . . . Rob- 
bert Downing is directing and 
Jose Vega will stage manage the 
“Streetcar Named Desire” produc- 


|Texas opened Monday~(12) with | tion to tour the subway circuit... 


Coward McCann published this 
eek the text of “The Innocents,” 
William Archibald’s dramatization 


Fancy” for a reported $60,000, of 
which the authoress will get 60° 
and the legit production 40%. The 
latter amount, split evenly be- 
tween the management and back- 
ers, will bring profits on the 1948- 
49 comedy hit to about $75,000 .. 
Irene M. Selznick leaves Fridav 
(16) to spend the summer at hcr 
Beverly ‘Hills home. She'll re- 
turn east shortly after Labor Day 
for final preparations for her pro- 
duction of the new John van Dru- 
ten comedy, “Bell, Book and Can- 
dle,” in which Lilli Palmer will 
star.. Lewis-Harris, treasurer of 
the Biltmore, N. Y., leaves the end 
of the month for a motor trip 





The O. O. B. Playhouse, formerly} Olney theatre tees its 1950) also amon inci (of the Henry James novel, “The| through Virgini 
: ; ) , ms g the principals. a ’ 8 irginia and the Great 
ee capesel, is being rented. Al-| season off Friday night (16) with, The production will run two | gun or Bae gee! _; » Elliot Nor- | Smokies. ; é 
g e house has been dark! Paulette Goddard in Shaw's weeks and will be followed by | on, critic of the Boston Post, was Gladys George will costar with 


for several seasons, it was found 


in good shape, with only outside | 


| “Caesar and Cleopatra” and an « 


Maytime,” with 
(Continued on page 73) 


Martha Errolle 
land Carl Ravazza, 


opening June 26, 


in town last week to catch “Peter 
Pan” and “The Consul” . 
‘Mason (Mrs. 


. . Mary | day” 
John) Wharton, ac- (Cal.) Playhouse season June 21 


|Barton MacLane in “Born Yester- 


which opens the Laguna 





ae 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VariEtTy’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 2nd week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY Season Season 

This Last 

Number of shows current................ 4 20 18 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 43 37 
Total gross for all current shows last week.. $487,800 | $452,500 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows... $1,021,700 $916,800 
Number of new productions so far......... 0 0 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 11 13 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 24 28 
Total road gross reported last week.. $278,751 $498,200 
Season’s total road gross so far.......... $643 465 $815,600 








. e @ the Gayety started sag ewe 
Chi B.0. Holds Steady Despite Heat; 322 S'sertarssye 


‘Ear’ 186, ‘Okla.! 216 ‘Mice Lean 146 


Chicago, June 13. + 

In spite of hot, humid weather 
legit takes held even with last 
week for three attractions. Con- 
vention trade is believed a major | 
factor. Furniture Market, one of 
legit’s largest buyers, starts June | 
19 for two weeks. 

Still nothing in the offing for, 
the rest of the season as far as 
new attractions are concerned. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern 
(llth week) (1,500; $4.94). So-so 
at almost $18.000. 

“Oklahoma!” Erlanger (7th week) 
(1,334; $4.33). Breaking even at 
over $21,000. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (5th 
week) (1,000; $3.71). N.S.G. at 
over $14,000. 





Strawhat Notes 


Air-conditioning unit is being in- 
stalled in the Norwich (Conn.) sum- 
mer theatre, which begins an 11- 
week season June 26... Having 
already played four weeks at the 
Brattle theatre, Cambridge, Mass., 
“The Country Wife,” starring Cyril 
Ritchard and Madge Elliott, will 
remain at the playhouse until the 
company opens its regular suntmer 
season June 25. 

“Harvey” will inaugurate the 
fifth season of the Old Town thea- 
tre, Smithtown Branch, L. I., June 
26. Theatre will run Monday-Sat- 
urday rather than Tuesfay-Sundays 
‘as in the past... Robert Bardwell 


ill dir | -eside : 
College Studes Run |the ‘Monomoy theatre. Chatham, 
1 “The Play’s the Thing.” 
2 Hoosier Strawhats, 





Richard Harrison Senie will be | 


Mass., which opens June 28 with 
Indianapolis, June 13. (scenic designer at the Woodstock 
Two college-staffed strawhatters |«(N. Y.) Playhouse this summer. . 
wfll open in Hoosier resort districts | “Clutferbuck,” under Edwin Phil- 
this month. Brown County Play- | lips’ direction, will be the opening 
house, operated by the Indiana U. | bill at the Chapel Playhouse, Guil- 
Theatre under direction of Lee ford, Conn., which begins operat- 
Norvelle, will begin its second sea-|ing July 1 at a $1 top, plus tax. 
son in Nashville June 16 with pro- In line with this new low price 
duction of “Peg o’ My Heart.” It} scale, theatre will offer two mat- 
also will give “East Lynne,” “‘Abie’s | iness weekly with tickets 
Irish Rose” and “Ladies in Retire-| at 60c and 96c including tax. 
ment” in a season extending to/| 
Sept. 3, with performances Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday nights only. 
Outfit has permanent stage house 
with tent covering for audience. 
Maxintuckee Playhouse will open 
at Culver, in the swank northern | 
Indiana lake area, week of June 
27, under management of Martin 
Tahse and F. Paul Rutledge of the 
U. of Cincinnati. It will feature 
talent from eight midwest colleges 
in “Blithe Spirit,” their opener; 
“Ah, Wilderness,’ “Born Yester- 
day,” “The Glass Menagerie,” “All 
My Sons” and other plays, each 
for a week’s run, in an 11-week sea- 
son. 

















Several London 


=m Continued from page 69 —— 





definition, so the other actors came 
under che union's alien regula- 
tions. 
Equity’s 
companies’ 


new ruling on 
may also have a sec- 


British Equity toward bringing 





strictions on American actors in 
England. A move has reportedly 
been under way to get the British 


‘union to use its influence to ease 
,the Ministry of Labor regulations 
“covering employment of alien play- 











3 Chi Groups , in 
ers there. With that as a base, it is 


Contenee ores page. © - felt that Actors Equity might be 
to play for a series of auditions wj}jing to modify the rules cover- 
for prospective backers which ‘ing British players in the U. S. 

Weinrott has lined up. Authors | 4 


are being represented by Martin | ,,. 7 pie — 
Jurow of the William Morris of. | Willard Swire, assistant executive 


fice | secretary of Actors Equity, dis- 
aa eT ee og). | cussed the whole situation on an 
wad : ae = —_ informal basis with leaders of Brit- 


as well as a very favorable ene 
from Brooks Atkinson, of the N. Y. 
Times, who caught it several weeks 
aso, has been the biggest hit in 
Playhouse history, even surpassing 
a number of revues here by Char- 
lie Gaynor which later incorporat- 
ed into the Broadway click, “Lend 
An Ear.’ Musical, originally sched- 
uled for a four-week run, stayed 
seven and could have remained all 
summer, but the community thea- 
tre had to fold it Saturday (10) 
in order to get on its final show 
for its subscribers. It’s “Jenny 
Kissed Me,” which opens Friday 
(16) and will run for four weeks.| gs PF (12-17). 

Welch, a student at the Carnegie, “Death of a Salesman”—Geary, 
Tech drama school, also turned out; s. F. (13-24). 
most of the 1949 Playhouse musi-| “Getting Married”—Lydia Men- 
cal, “Of All Things,”: Crantz, like-|delssohnn, Ann Arbor (12-17); Or- 
Wise a Tech grad and author of the | pheum, K. C. (19-24). 








cil members of the English union 
reportedly expressed approval of 
the idea of relaxing restrictions on 
the interchange of players between 
London and Broadway, and a move 
in that direction was to have been 
started in the council of British 
Equity. 





Current Road Shows 


(June 11-24) 
“Brigadoon” — Warner, 
| City (12-17). 

“Chocolate Soldier’ — Curran, 


Atlantic 








show’s sketches, normally serves as “Kiss Me, Kate” — Stadium, 
Playhouse pressagent. | Pittsburgh (12-17); Shubert, Bost. 
' (19-24). 





Clinton, N. J., Preeming ae 
Clinton, N. J., June 13. ern, Chi. (12-24). 7 : 
The Music Hall theatre here. “Mister Roberts” — Colonial, 
taken over by Earl Sickles and his , Bosi. (12-24). 


brother Myrl, will begin a 10-week, “Oklahoma!” — Erlanger, Chi. 
season of strawhat preseRtations | (12-24). a : 
June 19. Initial offering will be! “Peep Show”—Forrest, Phila. 
“B'ithe Spirit.” (12-24), Z 
“ene ‘Galvin will direct, and “South Pacifie’ — Philharmonic 


PR Greening and John Dorman Avd., L. A. (12-24). e ‘ : 
vl scrve as business manager and, “Two Blind Mice”—Harris, Chi. 
p.a., respectively, 1 (12-24), 


~> 


scaled ¢ 


D.C. Gayety Winds Up First 
‘Season With OK Grosses; 
‘Brigadoon’ $23,400 Finale 


Washington, June 13. 
Gayety theatre, which brought 
legit back to Washington March 6 
jlast, wound up its 14-week season 
|Saturday night (10) with a set of 
| boxoffice receipts which look on 
a par with similar road showings 
(around the country. 

Washingtonians paid 
$274,300 into the Gayety till for 
a look at six different attractions 
and lack of air conditioning, rather 
than anything else, brought the 
season to a final curtain. 

As a former burlesque house, 

be- 





to have established itself with 
D. C. audiences, so long as it can 
provide attractions. Gayety man- 
agement is planning to reopen in 
the fall, but up to now has an- 
nounced no_ specific plans or 
bookings. 

The final week brought $23,400 
for the third stanza of “Brigadoon,” 
which grossed around $69,000 dur- 
ing its three-week stand here. Bad 
first week, with the locals unused 
to the $4.80 top, hurt biz somewhat. | 

Of other first season Gayety 
attractions, ®Susan Peters inaugu- 
rated the legit policy March 6 with 
two weeks of “Barrets of Wimpole 
Street.” Scaled to $3 including 
tax, the attraction took in $36.000 
for the run. “Goodby, My Fancy,” 
two weeks with Faye Emerson and 
Sam Wanamaker, grossed $34,500. 

Three weeks of “Streetcar Nam- | 
ed Desire,” with Judith Evelyn, to 
a $4.20 top, grossed $65,700. Melvyn 
Douglas, in two weeks of “Two 
Blind Mice,” scaled to $3.60, did 
$30,000. Tallulah Bankhead, played 
two weeks in “Private Lives” at a 
$4.20 top, for a gross of $39,100. 
Then “Brigadoon” wound up. 





-‘Pacihe Record 


Los Angeles, June 13. 
Dog days have arrived for loca) 
legit. with only two houses alight 
and nothing due in until June 27 
when G. B. Shaw’s “Getting Mar- 
ried’ rekindles the Biltmore under 


_ANTA auspices. 


to be a “unit” within the Equity | 


“unit | 


' 


about a simplification of the re-, 


Estimates for Last Week 


“South Pacific,’ Philharmonic | 
Aud (3d wk) ($4.80; 2,600). Sock 
third frame with new house record, 
$54,851. Up $137 from last week. 
This includes cutrate season ticket | 
sales for L.A. Civic Light Opera 


ondary effect of spurring action by | S€4S0n. 


“You Can’t Take It With You,” 
Las Palmas (list wk) ($3.60; 388). | 
Revival starring Fred Stone got off , 
to a profitable start with $4,500 for | 
the first frame. 


‘KATE’ SOCK $36,000 IN 
DET. SEASON WINDUP 








On a recent visit to England, | 


Detroit, June 13. 
Detroit's 1949-50 legit season | 
ended strongly with “Kiss Me,) 


Bway Legit in Comeback Flurry; 
Blondes $48,200, ‘Consul’ 296 Again, 
Pan’ $33,800 New High, Hayes $22,300 





about: 


| Kate” turning in a sock gross of | 
‘over $36,000 in its third week at! 


| “Lend An Ear”—Great North-_ 


| the Cass. 


ish Equity Both officials and | was $34,000; the first week, $31,000. | $42,000). 
ish Equity Both officials and coun- | 


Both the Cass and Shubert now 
are shuttered for the summer. 





' 
| 
j 


Margo Jones Preps 4th 
Dallas Season in Fall 


Dallas, June 13. 

| Margo Jones will reopen the sea- 
_son here for Theatre '50-’51 on Nov. 
6. The current season, fourth of 
ithe theatre’s history, closed last 
, Saturday (10). 

| Preductions during the coming 
season may run four weeks each. 


Miss Jones told her board of di-| 


rectors there is now approximately 
$14,000 in the bank, as compared 
‘with $12,000 at the end of the pre- 
vious season. 

The State Fair of Texas has 
granted the group permission to 


use the Gulf Theatre again next. 


season. 





‘Salesman’ 19G in Split 


Portland, Ore., June 13. 
“Death of Salesman,” starring 


Thomas Mitchell, took in a fair week gross $5, 


$19,000 in two engagements last 
week. Show played the Temple, 
Tacoma, Monday (5), coming to the 
Mayfair here Tuesday ‘6) 
playing through Saturday (10). 


Repeating the pattern of last sea- 
son, business spurted last week on | 
Broadway. Virtually all shows re- 
acted to the improved’ conditions, 
with “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
and “The Consul” rejoining “South 
Pacific” in the sellout category. On | 
the basis of the 1949-50 precedent, 
grosses should be better again this 
week, but indications Monday (12) 
and yesterday (‘Tues.) were that 
there may even be a slackening. 
No consistent upturn is due before 
late August. 

The total gross for all 20 shows | 
last week was 78% of potential 
capacity, a rise of 2.17% over the 
previous week’s pace. 

Last week’s two closings were 
“Clutterbuck” and the return-run 
“Streetcar Named Desire.” This 
week brings “Madwoman of Chail- | 
lot” to the City Center for a two- 
week stand. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, | 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 

“Clutterbuck,” Biltmore (27th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 920; $22,600). Closed 
Saturday night (10) after 218 per- 
formances; previous week grossed 
about $8,500; finale about $9,000. 

“Cocktail Party,” Miller (21st 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Previ- | 


ous week $19,100; last week 
$20,300. 
“Come _ Back, Little | Sneba,” 


Booth 417th wk) (D-$4.80; 712; $20.- 
000). Previous week $13,400: last 
week over $13,700. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(70th wk) (D-$4.80: 914; $23,800). 
Previous week $14,200; last week 
$13,800. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (64th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1.016; $23,675). Previ- | 
ous week $12,500; last week about | 
$12,000. 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” | 
Ziegfeld (27th wk) ‘(M-$6; 1.628: | 
$48,244). Previous week almost 


$47,500; last week over $48.200 

“Happy Time,” .Plymouth (20th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Previ- 
ous week $23,900; last week 
$25.900. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (75th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $46,650). Previous | 
= $42,500; last week over $42- 

“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box 
(32d wk) (M-$5.40; 1,012; $26,600). | 
Previous week $17,700; last week | 
$20,100. “ 

“Member of the Wedd¢ing,” 
Empire (23d wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; 
$24,000). Previous week $22,500; 
last week $23,700. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (120th 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). Pre- 
vious week $25,700; last week | 
$26,400. 

“Peter Pan,” Imperial (7th wk) 
(M-$4.80; 1,400; $34,500). Previous 
week $32,100; last week, nearly 


$33,900. 
“South Pacific,” Majestic (61st 
wk) (M-$6; 1.659; $50,186). As’ 


always, $50,600. 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” City 


The second week take Center (3d wk) ‘(D-$2.88-$3; 3,025; | 


Closed Sunday night (11) | 


after its scheduled 24 perform-| 


ances; previous week $27,500; final | 
week under $15,300. 


Play is current at the Geary, 


Frisco. 


“Texas, L'il Darlin’,” Hellinger 
(29th wk) (M-$6; 1,543; $42,000). | 
Previous week $20,300; last week 
almost $19,700. | 

“The Consul,” Barrymore (13th | 
wk) (M-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,200). | 
Previous week $27,000; last week 
almost $29,000. 


“Tickets, Please,” Coronet (7th 50 


wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,600). Previ- 
ous week $20,000; last week about 
$21,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(86th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $38,700). 
Previous week $31,100; last week 
over $34,800. 

“Wisteria Trees,” Martin Beck 
(11th wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,214; $33,- 
000). Previous week $19,500; last 
week almost —_ 


toe 
“Show-Off,” Arena (2d wk) (C- 


i of 


King, 





$3; 500; $10,600). Initial bill at this 
Edison hotel theatre-in-the-round 
closes Saturday night (17); Basil 
Rathbone, starring in “Julius 
Caesar” as the second bill, opens 
next Tuesday night (20); first part- 
A og woes $6,000. 
Opening ee 
| “Madwoman of Chaillot,” City 
| Center (C-$2.88-$3; 3,025; $42,000). 


and;}Maurice Valency’s prize-winning 


engagement at pop prices; opened 
last night (Tues.). - 
Scheduled Dates 
“Peep Show,” June 28, at Winter 
Garden; Festival Theatre, July 14, 
at Fulton. 





‘Roberts 146 


In Hubs 14th 


Boston, June 13. 

“Mister Roberts,” in spite of cast 
changes and a terrific heatwave, 
held up fairly well in its 14th 
week at the Colonial here. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Mister Roberts” Colonial (14th 
week) (1.500; $4.20). Moderate at 
about $14,000. 


‘PEEP SHOW’ $34,000 
IN SMASH PHILLY WEEK 


Philadelphia, June 13. 

Mike Todd’s new revue, “Peep 
Show,” which preemed last Monday 
(5) at the Forrest theatre, has 
established itself as a smash hit 
and is being held in for a third 
week (decision being made late 
Saturday). Gross was $34,000, 
with this week’s figure probably 
going higher. 

Show got reviews here ranging 
from out-and-out raves to highly- 
favorable, but a lot of the b.o. draw 
is attributable to the fact that 
localites have become convinced 
that this is one of the rawest shows 
recent theatrical history — a° 
mark, incidentally, it doesn’t miss 
by too much, 


‘Soldier’ Hefty $40,000 
In 2d Frisco Stanza 


San Francisco, June 13. 

“The Chocolate Soldier,” with 
Wilbur Evans and Marion Bell, 
chalked up a husky $40,000 for its 
second stanza at the 1,775-seat 
Curran. “Death of a Salesman,” 
with Thomas Mitchell, rang up the 
curtain tonight (13) at the 1,550- 
seat Geary. Show is scaled to 
$3.60. 

Shaw’s “Getting Married” has 
been booked into the Geary July 
31 (the same day “South Pacific” 
arrives at the Opera House). It 
will be a pre-Broadway showing. 
Cast includes Sir Cedric Hard- 








| wicke (also director of the produc- 


tion), Mady Christians, Dennis 
Arthur Treacher John 
Buckmaster and Colin Kefth-John- 


ston. 


Brownlee Director-Lead 





For Houston Light Opera, 


Houston, dune 13. 

The Summertime Light Opera 
Co. will produce four shows here 
at the Music Hall this season. Ru- 
dolf Friml’s “The Vagabond 
King” was the opener Monday 
(12), for a six-night run. Each of 
the four productions will play six 
nights with the exeeption of the 
final one. “Brigadoon,” which will 
run two weeks. 

John Brownlee, Met Opera bari- 
tone, is singing the leading role 
and also directed. Frederic Fen- 
nell is musica] director. Others im 
the cast include Patricia Bowman, 
Marguerite Piazza and Juliana Lam 


n. 
The Lyric theatre’s eight “Star- 

lite Productions” will open June 19 

here with Sigmund Romberg’s 

“The New Moon.” Each production 

will be done for seven nights except 

the final one, “Show Boat,” which_ 
will run for two weeks, Robert 
Ross is stage director. 


of 9 
Brattle Holds ‘Wife’ | 
Boston, June 13. 
“The Country Wife,” at the Brat- 
tle theatre in Cambridge, starrin 
the English imports, Cyril Ritchar 
and his wife Madge Elliot, has been 
held over for another two weeks, 
The lusty comedy has been — 
boff biz during its four-week stin 
here with final figures expecting 





set by “King Lear,” which sta 
William Devlin. 





adaptation of the Jean Giradoux 
| aioe presented by Alfred de 


| Liagre, Jr., plays a two-week return 








With a 
the current run. 


to surpass the provious b.o. high 


.60 top, house has been 
| grossing close to $6,000 weekly for 


4 


a ao 
a ee ee et 


* 


et ee Pe: 


eee Bear! 


ee Pine er cs le 





- 


en ae “a x eR Pe on 
Cages no Gre Se eee 








72 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 14, 1950 





- Plays Abroad 


| Play tells the story of the life and | 


The White Eagles 


London, June 7 

Reunion Theatre Guild presentation of 
eomedy-drama in three acts by Diana 
Morgan. Directed by Wallace Douglas. 

t Embassy, London, June 6, *50 

ady Florence Arvon...... Mary Clare 
Olwen AFVON ......cccuse. Jenny Laird 
Richard Burnham......... Reginald Tate 
Diana Morgan 


Cassandra Vaughan-Jones 
: Keith Pyott 


Philip Hughes...........- 





David Hughes..........- Anthony Oliver | 
Gerald Thomas.........- Aubrey Richards 
Goronwys Rhys ..eeees. Julian D*Albie 
Councillor Llewellyn....... David Davies 
ED tis ao ko a ar 6 Reda OOM Guest James 
Howell Evans.......+0:+.- Kenneth Evans 
Py Peery ee _ Julie Milton 
Sam Pritchard....... Desmond Llewellyn 

This is a strongly nationalistic 


comedy-drama with a “Wales for 
the Welsh” slogan silently and 
orally emphasized by its native 
author. Its appeal will be purely 
local, but could be made into an 
attractive film with its attendant 
enlargement of background. 
An impoverished widow of aris- 
toratic birth is suddenly con- 
fronted with the fact that she has 
no more resources to maintain her 
ancestral home in a beauty spot on 
the coast of Wales. To provide 
for her granddaughter, who has 
selflessly remained to care for her, 
she accepts an offer by a Holiday 
Camp mogul to buy part of her 
land. Although the project would 
provide much needed work, most 
of the locals deplore the desecra- 
tion of their historic soil,’ and 
troubles ensue. : 
Mary Clare is human and graci- 
ous as the lady of the manor torn 
between her iove of the land and 
desire to recompense her devoted 
granddaughter. The girl is charm- 
ingly depicted by Jenny Laird, 
and Anthony Oliver makes a like- 
able young hothead. Reginald 
Tate brings vigor and realism to 
the role of tle self-made man 
whose aim is to bring as much of 
the beauty of life as possible to 
normally hemmed-in townsfolk. 
The authoress has a neat role of 
an over-efficient secretary with a 


quirky sense of humor, and all 
supporting characters “, com- 
Clem. 


mendably interpreted. 


The Passion Play 
Oberammergau, May 25. 

Oberammergau presentation of religious 
festival play in three sections, with 20 
tableaux vivants, by J. A. Daisenberger; 
music by Rochus Dedler. Features Alois | 
Lang, Anton Preisinger, Annemie Mayr, | 
Hugo Rutz, Martin Magold, Jr. Staged by | 
Georg Johann Lang; orchestra conducted 
by Ulrich Hochenleitner. At Passion- | 
spielhaus, Oberammergau. 





The Oberammergau Passioz Play 
may be judged from many angles. 
Some will see a religious ceremony; 
some a richly-painted pageant mag- 
nificently costumed and often im- 
pressively set in scene, text and 
music. Others can take it as a spec- | 
tacular piece of stage curiosa, be-| 
cause it is major show business | 
staged each decade in a 5,200-seat | 
theatre, yet produced for the a 
by a tiny Bavarian village without 
professionals. 
view it as commercial entertain- 
ment, because it is big scale, will | 
find it lacking in many 
ments. Some of its individual per- 
formances range from sickly to 
hammy. 

Its seven-and-a-half hour playing 
time and heavy weight of intermit- 
tent, moralistic prologs and cho- 
ruses sung by a dreary gang of 
deadpanned Bavarian Rockettes 
garbed in shapeless nightgowns 
are hard to take. Curiously! 
enough for this century, the 20 
tableaux vivants which intersperse 
the Biblical chronology of the main | 
play are among the show’s best 
features. They are superbly de- 
signed in color and costume and 

osed by the huge cast in a richly 

ifelike semblance of arrested 
movement that’s unique. 

The main text of the Passio 
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death of Christ from His entry into | 
Jerusalem and purging of the tem-| 
ple through His Crucifixion and | 
| Resurrection. The principal devi- | 
‘ations are labeled “Prolog” and} 
occur between almost every two. 
scenes of the main play. “Prolog” | 
himself is a magnificent, barrel-| 
chested figure of a bearded prophet | 
played by Alois Lang, the Christus | 
of the last (1934) Passion Play pro- 
duction. Lang’s advanced age and 
record as a Nazi ruled him out for | 
this year’s lead. But he intones the 
impressive sonoroties of the Bib- 
lical parables with a cool dignity 
that makes him one of the unfor- 
gettable figures of the play. 

An estimate of the leading per- 
formances (in the cast of 1,700) 
would classify the men as from fair 
to magnificent; the women as al- 
most uniformly weak and disap- 
pointingly uninspired. The acting 
onors would go to Benedikt 
Stuckl (a hotel cook) as Caiaphas 
and Jakob Klucker (a woodcarver) 
as Annas the High Priest. The 
Christus of Anton  Preisinger 
(he is a 37-year-old innkeeper) is a 
conception of the Saviour as a 
quiet, frail-figured mystic filled 
with a brooding foreboding of his 
own doom. A Christus of some fire 
and more conviction than Preisin- 
ger gave him would, be preferable. 

Worst letdown of all is the per- 
formance of the 20-year-old Anne- 
mie Mayr as Mary. Her pallid, un- 
convincing performance strikes a 
sour note in a cast which when it’s 
good is marvelous and when it’s 
bad errs more on the noisy, hammy 


side. 
The music is handsomely per- 
formed, with truly professional 


precision by an orchestra of 50 con- 
cealed in an understage pit. The 
score is expert work. 

The hero of Oberammergau, 
1950, is unquestionably Georg 
Lang, the woodcarving master who 
has revealed himself as a master 
stage director. He has worked no- 
where else than Oberammergau, 
but could go far afield if wished. 
His play will be a solid hit for 1950 
and be remembered far beyond the 
decade to the next production. It 


lis no “South Pacific,” for sheer en- 


tertainment. But it is an experi- 
ence that belongs in everyone's life. | 
Isra. 


The ivory Tower 
London, May 27. 
Charles B. Cochran production (in asso- 


|! ciation with Aanthony Vivian) of drama 


in three acts by William Templeton. Di- 
rected by Michael Macowan. At Vaude- 
ville theatre, London, May 26, ’50. 

Jan Daubek oseée est oun RD Laster 
Marie Daubek .........- Mary Hinton 
Jarmila Daubek........ Elizabeth Henson 


merey "TOVNOe . . .5 000060 Hugh McDermott 
Josef Lausman......... Allan McClelland 
Eduard Novotny........ .Michael Shepley 
i ae ere eres W. E. Holloway 


C. B. Cochran’s first gamble on 
a non-musical show for 10 years. 
is a real gamble. Although based 


on recent tragic history, the author | Sanitation department. — 
Those who seek to) never quite plumbs the depth of its| 8ro decides to do something about 


dramatic possibilities. As with so 


many other strong subjects it could | 


the screen, most of the tense situ- 
ations being amplified by noises 
off stage. Audience accorded the, 
production a warm reception, but | 


‘Rat Trap,’ Hitler Saga, 


Being Mulled for B’way 


London, June 6. 

“Rat Trap,” melodrama by Jack 
Davies about the last days of Hit- 
ler and Eva Braun in their Berlin 
bomb shelter, may be produced on 
Broadway next fall by an all-Eng- 
lish company. George and Alfred 
Black, who presented. it at the 
Windsor repertory last spring, in- 
tend to do it in the U. S. in asso- 
ciation with an undisclosed New 
York management. 

A London production is also 
planned for this summer, with 
John Counsell repeating his origi- 
nal staging assignment and Julian 
Somers again portraying Hitler. 


Off-B’way Shows 


Earth Spirit 
(PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE, 











(N. Y.) 
Studio 7, which last summer 
successfully staged Strindberg’s 


“The Father,” is back in operation 
after a 10-month hiatus, with 
Frank Wedekind’s “Earth Spirit.” 
Written in 1895, play revolves 
around a sultry dame whose wiles 
cause the destruction of a number 
of men. At times confusing, the 
work would find Broadway tough 
to conquer, but tht@re should be 
enough of a following to support 
the offering in its current situa- 
tion. 

Among the better off-Broadway 
groups, Studio 7 has given this 
production a professional flavor. 
As the girl, Margaret Feury does 
a good job with a taxing role, in a 
thoroughly convincing portrayal. 
David White is well cast as Dr. 
Schon, the newspaper owner who 
takes the girl under his wing when 
she’s 12-years old, and develops 
her into an enchanting wench 
only to fall under her spell and 
finally die from bullet wounds in- 
flicted by her. Milton Selzer, Ru- 
dolph Weiss, Raiken Ben-Ari and 
the rest of the cast also do well. 

John Stix directed ably. while 


Eldon Elder’s scenery, Warren 
Harlan’s costumes and Lee Wat- 
Gros. 


son’s lighting fill the bill 


v 


The Pot Boils 
(ACTOR’S THEATRE, N. Y.) 
Dealing with the mistreatment of 

Negroes and one man’s attempt to 
help better conditions in a particu- 
lar situation, “The Pot Boils” is an 
ineffectual work. Play is current- 
ly being offered off-Broadway by 
Actors Theatre, a Harlem opera- 
tion. Written and directed by 
Frank Wilson, the original Porgy 
in Broadway’s “Porgy,” play fol- 
lows a formula that has been worn 
thin by use in dramas revolving 
around various social evils. This 
time it’s a Negro section of New 
Jersey inadequately covered by the 
One Ne- 


ridding the neighborhood of the 
accumulated dirt and in doing so 


cidentally shooting a white man. 
Performances by the cast, which 

includes Richard Ward, Lulu B. 

King, Zaida Coles, Ken Rennard, 


its chances of success are very lean, Robert Brown, Yvonne Maedchen 
resting on drawing power of Coch- and Frank Trigg, are for the most | 


Kiss Me. Kate 

(CENTURY, N. Y.) 
After nearly a year and a half 
'as co-stars of the musical, Alfred 
| Drake and Patricia Morison have 
|withdrawn from’ the Broadway 
‘company of “Kiss Me, Kate,” and 
| Anne Jeffreys and Keith Andes 
have shifted from the touring edi- 
‘tion to replace them. At the same 
| time, Betty Ann Grove and Danny 
Daniels have succeeded Lisa Kirk 
and Hugh Lang in the two featured 
parts. The result is a somewhat 
altered but still genuinely enter- 
taining show. 

As Lilli Vanessi, the understand- 
ably temperamental femme star of 
the show-within-a-show musical, 
Miss Jeffreys is a worthy successor 
to Miss Morison. She, too, is a 

| visual stunner and perhaps an even 
better singer than her predecessor, 








| 
' 


| though she is hot quite believable | 


as the hell-cat Kate of the Shakes- 
peare revival tryout. Also, notably 
iin the “I Hate Men” number, her 
enunciation isn’t as clear as it 
should be for Cole Porter lyrics. 

Andes is acceptable as the ego- 
|eentric but likable director-star, 
| but he lacks Drake’s style and in- 
gratiating quality, and his hand- 
ling of dialog and lyrics tends to 
be unintelligible at times. Occa- 
sionally he gives the impression of 
hardly thinking of what he’s say- 
ing or singing. Miss Grove is be- 
lievable as the nitery hoofer, Lois 
Lane, who finds herself in a 
Shakespeare production, but she 
seems to whack a song too hard, 
particularly in the “Always True 
to You’? number, in which she re- 
peats Miss Kirk’s mannered de- 
livery and misses any suggestion 
of sly coyness. Daniels clicks as 
her dancing partner. 

Despite some 
long run, “Kate” holds up as a 
smash musical. Porter’s score still 


evidences of its) 


registers solidly; the Sam and Bella | 
Spewack book is lively, provoca- | 


tive and amusing, 
tion is a visual gem. Some of the 
specialty numbers, notably’ the 
Harry Clark-Jack Diamond delivery 
of the “Brush Up Your Shakes- 
peare” comedy song, are sock. 
Hobe. 


Where's Charley? 
(ST. JAMES, N. Y.) 

With the start of a new season, 
there have been a number of cast 
changes in “Where's Charley?” 
But since Ray Bolger continues as 

star, it remains an entertaining 
musical. Possibly some of the new 
principals aren’t as good as the 
originals and at least one. seems 
better, but Bolger makes it a one- 
man show and, despite his con- 
'siderably expanded and _ broader 
performance, “Charley” still cap- 
tures and satisfies its audiences. 

Larry Douglas gives a properly 
straight performance in the stooge 
|part of the roommate, originally 
|played by Byron Palmer; Marie 
| Foster is amusing but not always 
completely audible as Amy, the 
role created by Allyn McLerie and 


x : Be ; 
depart ‘be so much better developed on| eventually winds up in jail for ac-| since played by several others; | 


| Hazel Willer is pleasing as Kitty, 


Doretta Morrow, and Rose Inghram 
is excellent as the real aunt from 
Horace Cooper, Paul Eng- 
land and John Lynds continue in | 


Brazil. 


the ingenue lead first played by | 


and the produc- | 


Legit Followups 


through its paces nimbly for best 
effect. Top support is delivered 
by Queenie Smith with a beauti- 
fully paced portrayal of Penny 
Sycamore; with effective jobs also 
turned in by Sandra Gould, 
Frances Williams, Edward Clark, 
John Qualen, Muni Seroff and 
Nan Boardman. Cathy Downs and 


| Robert Rockwell take care of the 


romance neatly. 
Rita Glover’s single-set is per- 
fect for the screwball mood. Kap, 


The Cherry Orehard 
(STAGE, HOLLYWOOD) 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Let Broadway have its slicked- 
up modernized version of “The 
Cherry Orchard” (in “The Wisteria 
Trees”); nothing but the original 
suits Hollywood. So the Anton 
Chekov classic has been dusted off 
again, this time to serve as a ve- 
hicle for the magnetic talents of 
Eugenie Leontovich and Charles 
Laughton. Latter also directed, 
and managed to make the most of 
some of the lighter undertones in 
this story of the decay of a Russian 
generation. 

Miss Leontovich is excellent as 
Mme. Ranevskaya, bringing the 
role a penetrating portrayal. 
Laughton, as the brother, has rare- 
ly been better. In support, the 
most surprising job is turned in 
by Belita, quondam iceskater, who 
gives a sincere neatly-shaded read- 
ing to the part of the elder daugh- 


ter. Also earning attention are 
Bob Anderson, Richard Lupino, 
Carol Brannan and Bill Phipps, 


members of Laughton’s Players Co, 

Stage is a tiny house and physi- 

cal limitations seem to hamper 

somewhat the overall production, 
Kap. 


School for Seandal 
(CIRCLE, HOLLYWOOD) 
Hollywood, June 7. 

There was a great deal of eye- 
brow-lifting around town when 
Marie Wilson was announced as the 
Lady Teazle of this latest revival 
of the Richard Brinsley Sheridan 
Restoration comedy. There was 
even more eyebrow - lifting when 
she made her first appearance in 
one of those half-in-half-out gowns 
with which ladies of that day af- 
fected men. 

It didn’t take long, however, to 
discover that Miss Wilson was 
more than physically qualified for 
the part. She’s not only the pretti- 
est (and shapeliest) Lady Teazle in 
some time, she is close to being 
the mixture of naivete and coun- 
try-girl curiosit, that Sheridan in- 
tended his Lady ‘reazle to be. It's 
a performance that makes up in 


‘intent for what it lacks in polish 


| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


| 


ran’s rep and popularity of Francis 
Lister in the lead. 

Although disguised, story con- 
cerns the last week in the life of | 
Jan Masaryk, the Czech Foreign | 
Minister, given the fictional name 
Jan Daubek. 


| Francis Lister emphasizes the 


| gentle, disillusioned aspect of the) 
ill-starred patriot in a moving per- | 


| the most of her small opportunities 


n as the unhelpful wife. Elizabeth ard Warren left for Mexico yester-| Love with Amy” number ran | 


|Henson, a newcomer to the stage, | 
displays grace and dignity as the | 
daughter, with Allan McClelland | 
providing best supporting role as_ 
the young hothead who seeks an/| 
honorable way out. Michael Shep-| 
ley is an unctuous, smiling villain, | 
and Hugh McDermott brings a re- 
freshing breath of sanity as a 
young American reporter in love) 
with the girl. W. E. Holloway | 
‘rounds off a taiented cast with a/| 
neat interpretation of an old musi- | 
cian. Clem. 

(Closed on June 3 after eight 
days.) 


| 





Bolton Landing Readies 
Bolton Landing, N.Y., June 13. 
The new Barn Playhouse at! 

Bolton Landing, Lake George, will | 
| open June 26 with “Blithe Spirit,” 
|for a 10-week ‘season of Broadway 
| plays and musicals. 

| The productions wii! be present- 


Players, 


Crosby, directed by 


and desiened by Karl Hueglin 








the Players, 


; , Butterfly” is the initial presenta-;some of the humor. 
ed by the Bolton Landing Summer | tion . . . Werner Lywen, recently socko evening for 
Mos 7 8 ——— of a proceanlousi | coment tanasver of the Radio City hasn’t seen 
actors and technicians. | Music Hall orch and before that stage or in films—if I 

The plays will be produced by Joe concertmaster of the N.Y. City can be found. ete hicinie tiie 
James Dyas; Opera Co. orch, takes over the | 
: same 
This will be the sixth season | in Washington, for the | simon constant flow of chuckles. 


their original sunporting roles. | 
And a notable aspect of the show | 
is the fact that, despite numerous | 


chorus replacements, the singers | 


Longhair Shorts and dancers are still easy to look 

Alec Templeton will be guest at. 
soloist at the first Westchester| As caught at the matinee last 
Summer Pop Concert next Wed-)| Saturday (10), Bolger was letting 
nesday (21) in Mount Vernon, N. Y. himself go for the benefit of the | 
The concerts, of which a series of | large moppet turnout, which obvi- | 


part average. Gros. 








In this instance the “Once in 


i 


rection of Simon Ansen . . .Leon- ing. 


day (Tues.). He’ll sing in six per-| proximately 20 minutes, with the 


formances at the Opera Nacional,' audience apparently eager for! 
returning to sing at Robin Hood more. Throughout the show (at | 
Dell, Philadelphia, July 13. ..|least at matinees) Bolger now 


Lauritz Melchior will sing with) breaks up other members of the 
the NBC Symphony Orchestra in| cast, and he gives an ad lib cur- 
N. Y. July 16, and will be soloist tain speech that convulses those on 
with the Robin Hood Dell Orches- both sides of the footlights. 
tra, Philadelphia, July 17 ‘oy Hobe 

Originally scheduled to leave} ’ 
New York last week Irish tenor | 
Christopher Lynch postponed sail- 
ing to do a Firestone broadcast 
Monday (19) .He sails for Europe 
‘June 24 William Warfield, Hollywood, June 5. 
young Negro baritone, left by plane As the third in its series of pro- 
for a 10-week tour of Australia ductions, Footlights, Inc., has come 
Sunday (11) Pianist William up with a revival of this Moss 
Kapell sailing for Europe with his Hart-George S. Kaufman Pulitzer 
wife Thursday (15). |Prize comedy ‘hat is important 

San Carlo Opera Co. tees off an only because it vrings Fred Stone 
11 event opera festival at Washing- |! ack ta the boards. 
ton’s Watergate, outdoor amphi- Script itself is not as delight- | 
theatre on the: banks of the Poto-| fully wacky as it was 14 years ago, | 
mac, tomorrow (Thurs.). “Madame time and familiarity having dulled 

It’s still a 
anyone who 
it before, either on 





You Can’t Take It 
With You 
(LAS PALMAS, HOLLYWOOD) 





' Stone is a constant delight as_ 
chorcs for the National| Grandpa Vanderhof, drawing an 


coming season. He also directed, putting the cast 


—and it’s a sure crowd-pleaser. 
Within the confines of the 
Cirgle theatre’s central staging 
technique, Jerry Epstein has di- 
rected with a zip designed to get 
the most out .of the laugh lines, 
particularly in the screen scene 
where Lady Teazle is discovered 
in the apartment of Joseph Sur- 
face. <A well-selected cast gives 
excellent support, standouts being 
William Schallert as Sir Peter 


Teazle; John H. Goldsworthy, 
John O'Malley, Wheeler Dryden, 
Charles Bianco, Naomi Stevens, 


Carol Brandt and Sydney Chaplin, 
latter in for a bit. 

Booked for only five weeks due 
to Miss Wilson’s film and radio 
commitments, “School” should 
prove to be highly profitable for 
the Circle group. Kap. 





Simon Goldman, veepee and gen- 
eral manager of WJTN and WJTN- 
FM, Jamestown, N. Y., has been 


‘formance and Mary Hinton makes | four is planned, will be under di-| ously reveled in his hokum clown- | @lected prexy of the Little Thea- 


tre of Jamestown, Inc. Goldman 
is also chairman of the radio com- 
mittee of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters. 


MODELS 
WANTED 


Attractive, Size 12 


FAIRMOOR Coat & Suit 
512 7th Ave., New York 19th Fi. 


























448 WEST 55TH ST. 


2 AND 3 ROOMS 


$100 to $145 


Newly Remodeled Bidg. 
Immediate Occupancy 
See Agent Premises 

















CONNECTICUT 


Suburban New York, hilitep 110 
acres, unexcelled views, fireproof 
small mansion, perfect condition, ball 
room, equipped bar; large swimming 
pool, guest houses, farmer's home, 
etc, Estate sacrifices with or without 
appropriate furnishings. BROCHURE 
supplied. . JOHN MANN, 522 Fifth 
Avenue, New York. 
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SRO house. The 30-member pack- 
age, one of the largest to brave the 
strawhat circuit, checked into the 
theatre last night (12), in prepara- 
tion for three additional days of 
rehearsal on the local stage.under 
the direction of Arthur Sircom, 
who has been handling the troupe 
in advance rehearsals. 


Preem is slated to follow the 


Bucks, Terrell’s Off 


Continued from page 7¢°—— 





by the new owners are “The Sec- 
ond Man,” with Franchot Tone: 
“The Corn Is Green,” with Eva Le 
Gallienne; “Goodbye, My Fancy,” 
with Sylvia Sidney, and “Finian’s 
ee with Fran Warren. 

| New Somerset, Mass., House 


Somerset, Mass., June 13. 
, Under supervision of Alan Lee, 





publicity” for the decline of cer- 
| tain former favorites. However, 
they were quick to admit that in 
{many cases “bad publicity” failed 


| screen names. 
New Blood Never Hurt 


A small percentage of exhibs 
seem™to lean heavily on the theory 





'that familiarity breeds contempt, | 


claiming that older stars who “ap- 
pear regularly on radio and tele- 


vision” hurt themselves at the box-. 


office. 


—some exhibs dourly blamed “bad 


to affect the boxoffice standing of 





Literati 


BOM’s Big Profits of External Affairs is “Theatre in 
Aufhors League was shocked re- | Ireland,” by playwright - actor 
cently to learn that Book-of-the- | Micheal MacLiammoir. It’s a brief 
~Month Club’s net profit exceeds |commentary on events leading to 
the total of all royalties to au-| the foundation of the Abbey and 
thors and all payments to original | Gate theatres, with an appraisal of 
publishers. the present position. Author sug- 
It’s likely that a campaign to, gests that one of the things the 
better author royalties on book | Irish theatre of today lacks is a 
clubs may be started in the fall. | great “school” of criticism. 

















usual pattern for the lively sub-|the Somerset Playhouse, a newly! In 


general, however, theatre, World-Tele-Sun Strike Others in the series, skedded for 


urban D.C. strawhat, with a full| constructed house, will begin op- 
dress array of government brass erating here July 3 with James 





and w.k.. names on hand. Name 


lure of the film star assures a sell- | 


out for play’s run in the 650 seat 
house, which will be scaled to $3. 
Show will run through Saturday, 
June 24, with three matinees, and 
no show on Monday night. 

Show moves to Richard Aldrich’s 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, week of 
June 26, and to the other Aldrich 
strawhat, the Falmouth Playhouse, 


the following week. Francis Comp- | 


ton and Hurd Hatfield will support 
Miss Goddard. 


Bass Rocks Sets 9-Week Run 


Boston, June 13. 
Elihu Glass, owner and' operator 
of the Majestic theatre in West 
Springfield, has taken over opera- 
tion of Bass Rocks Summer Thea- 
tre in Gloucester. 








|Dunn in “Harvey.” 

Among the shows to be present- 
ed is “The Devil Also Pays,” a new 
‘play in which Angela Lansbury, 
|Francis L. Sullivan and Richard 
| Waring are scheduled to appear. 
| Play, under the direction of Regi- 
nald Denham, will begin a week’s 
run July 24. Show is slated for 


| Broadway after a summer theatre 


tour. 





Minnesota Straw Bowing 


Minneapolis, June 13. 

Group of Brainerd - Nisswa, 
Minn., resort owners and business 
men is backing a new strawhatter 
on Gull Lake, several hundred 
miles north of Minneapolis. It’s 
called Pine Beach Playhouse and 
will be operated by Robert Gaus, 
former manager of the North Star 
Drama Guild, local civic theatre, 


Managers took the attitude that 
new faces are needed to bolster to- 
day’s sagging boxoffice just as “‘re- 
placements are necessary in any 
business,” adding that rejuvena- 
tion never hurt any business. Some 
said flatly that the public has 
reached the saturation point as far 
as certain stars are concerned, par- 
ticularly a few in comedy and vo- 
cal fields. 

However, they added hastily, 
they do not believe that stars who 
have slipped should be arbitrarily 
turned out to pasture. The an- 
swer, most exhibs feel, lies in 
fewer — but better — picturés for 
| the people in question. And the 

exhibs are certain that the studios 
must know which stars are meant. | 


The check of exhibs was delib- 
erately limited to those in towns 


| Started yesterday 


| publication soon, are “The Abbey 
Strike by the Newspaper Guild , Theatre” by Lennox Robinson, long 
of New York (CIO) against the a director of the Abbey; and “20th 
World-Telegram. and Sun, which} Century Irish Poetry,” by poet 
(Tues.) at 5:30, Austin Clarke, who is Ireland’s 
a.m., Was given front page banners | leading producer of verse plays. 
by the competing Post and Jour- | 
nal-American. Circulation battle | CHATTER 
between the papers has increased ’ ‘ : “ 
since the Sun was sold earlier this Joel Graham has piece on “The 
year. The W-T&S announced it Consul” in upcoming July Pageant. 
would not attempt to publish an Emery Wister in Hollywood for 
edition at present as a result of | a month to gander film studios for 
the AFL mechanical unions’ re-| the Charlotte (N. C.) News. 
fusal to cross the picket lines of| Bob Presnell’s latest novel, 
500 employees. — ; “Edgell’s Island,” will be publish- 
ee peed peg any Pane ed by the Dial Press in September. 
« bh. | o b 
breakup in negotiations for a new | .; Dashiell Hammett, currently Lr 
: pea. paces! : .,| iting his daughter in Hollywood, 
contract with the Scripps-Howard in eomated ther i. “De- 
daily. Principal issues are the| ° eae ee ee Sewn 
union’s demands for a 10% pay | “°™ vedic 
hike or an increase in minimum! Nancy Eugene Harmon, formerly 
pay scales of $4-$10 weekly to | on editor of Woman's Home Com- 
raise the top minimum from $110 Panion, appointed associate editor 








The nine-week season will open anne, with populations under 5,000, since tg $120. Guild aiso asks for arbi-|0f Bantam Books. 
July 1 with Richard Waring and a eee director | they comprise the majority of ex-! tration of vei. aa hour's onite The Daily Dispatch, New Kens- 
Francesca Bruning appearing in J. rae N - innesota's poet hibs in the country.* About 90%! pay for night workers, and that ington (Pa.) newspaper, has been 
M. Barrie’s “What Every Woman ggpe ee rats not lg > ot ove oot expressed the belief that motion 90°% of the editorial and business sold to Mr. and Mrs. Alfred G. 
Knows.” ing towns have pledged desi: aume pictures need a transfusion of new; employees be members of the Hill. 
a eee port. Kendrick Wilson, Omaha) 200d. Remaining 10%, in voicing union. Whittaker Chambers inked a 
Show Shop’s 10th ‘Community Playhouse ’ director, disagreement, admitted that they pact with Random House to write 


Hartford, June 13. 

Show Shop, strawhatter at near- 
by Canton, gets underway for its 
10th season tonight (Tues.). House 
is operated by Mr. and Mrs. Stan- 
ley Cobleigh, vet thesps. 

First offering is “Enter Madame.” 
House policy is no stars and no 
apprentices. It’s an Equity com- 
pany, with 12 members. Total of 
six shows will be offered, with 


will direct the professional casts. 
Season will start June 28 and con- 
tinue through Aug. 28 with “Born 
Yesterday” the opening offering 
and “The Hasty Heart” and “Years 
Ago” following. 





‘Dollar’ For Malden Bridge 
Albany, June 13. 

“A Dollar’ Down,” comedy by 

Richard Kirk, former Albany and 


were looking at the problem pure- 
ly from a folksy, small-town angle. 
As one exhib put it: 

“There are too many unknovwtn 
faces now. In general, people en- 
joy seeing people they are fa- 
miliar with—particularly in a 
small town.” 











Steve Canyon Statue 


Milton Caniff’s comic-strip fig- 
ure, Steve Canyon, has become a 
giant 10-foot, 72-ton statue which 
was dedicated last week (9) at Bed- 
ford, Ind., and is now on display in 
front of the Chicago Sun-Times 


a book about his life and experi- 
ences. To be titled ‘‘Witness,” the 
tome is scheduled for October pub- 
lication. 

“Vienna’s Golden Years of Music 
1850-1900,” reviews by the noted 
ent “8 3 : critic, Eduard Hanslick, edited and 
building. From there the statue tansiated by Henry Pleasants, is 
will be taken later this month to) cot for fall publication by Simon 
Idaho Springs, Col., for permanent | ¢ sohuster 
installation at the head of a canyon Bernard Schoenfeld. who recent- 


each production going two weeks. | Springfield, Mass. newspaperman H : S icid officially named after the flying) jy co-authored the film “Caged,” 
House seats total of 340. Ducats| now on the staff of the travel ouston uicide hero. . , has turned out a volume called 
are rated at $2.40 top and graded | bureau in the Division of State Statue is a gift to the state of «The Gentle. Ones,” dealing with 


to $1.80 and $1.20. 





Publicity. will be presented at the 
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Colorado from William G. Riley, femme murderers, which Glode 


Director is Robert McBride, a Malden Bridge Summer Theatre live.” Fifteen s president of the Indiana Limestone se wi i 
Par et aaa naa . N , n seconds later a gun- : : x House will publish. 
re —— Ee Rage hig cute oe in August. according to director | sot sounded and viewers saw all Co., yy region yy Mmm Lyle Rooks took over as West 
vonn Balmer is Hack with Charles | Eunice Osborne. It’s a first work |” : re ee ee | ae pane, ec 5. © | Coast editor of Photoplay mag, 
E. Stewart in charge of the box-| py Kirk. the ballplayers and the fans in the statue from a living model. Bi a succeeding Ann Daggett, who has 
office. Kirk’s play is also the first to, stands turn and look into the ear deey a SS been promoted to editorship of 
be premiered at Malden Bridge, ! .,mera. ’ True Experiences mag, another 


Woodstock, N. Y., Gets 2d 


Woodstock, N. Y., June 13. 
A new producing outfit das taken 
over the Maverick theatre here for 
strawhat presentations. Labeled 
the Loft Players, group will have 


to buck up against the Margaret | 


Webster troupe at the Playhouse 


which, “Alice in Wonderland,” is 
scheduled to bow July 5. 

Included on the production slate 
are “The Glass Menagerie,” “The 
Beautiful People,” “Riders to the 
Sea,” “Angel Street” and a new 
play titled “The Mailman.” Group, 
which operated off-Broadway this 
past season, will set aside Friday 
nights as “Barter Night,” enabling 
patrons to exchange food for 
tickets. 


here. A company of 15 under the 2 . game, fhe suicide’s mother, Mrs é ; 
Jose  Quintero’s direction will Stix Exhibs Julia Twente, was also at her set. eo ig _Heretofore, men Saas if 
present the offerings, the first of igh rank, either current or re- : 





‘Web’ For The Spa 


which opens the season July 1 with 
“Holiday.’”’ Miss Osborne’s 
band, Walter Wood, is producer 
| there. They leased the barn thea- 
tre last year to the Valley Players 
|of Cleveland. 

















Continued from page 1 =e 


the cross-section is an accurate 
| one. 

| It's not surprising that the ma- 
_jority of those polled preferred to 
'deal in generalities, rather than 
/use specific names. Typical, how- 
| ever, was the feeling of A. F. Bryan 
_of the Berwyn theatre, Berwyn, 
Pa., who believes “today’s young 
people are tired of seeing old (to 
them) people make love.” 

An exhib in Arkansas, harried by 


hus- | 


Gorman Erickson, station’s staf- 
fer who was manning the camera 
in the announcer’s booth, then 
turned it cn Twente, who was seen 
slumped in the arms of the audio 
engineer, Lee Bennett. In addi- 
tion to the coroner watching the 


| She recognized her son and suc- 
| ceeded in getting to the hospital 
beiore he died. A waitress in a 
bar near the ballpark later told 
_ police that Twente had told her he. 
was going to appear on TV that 
night, declaring, “Just watch me 
‘at the end of the fifth inning.” 
, That’s when he killed himself. | 


According to police, Twente left 
a note to his children but it gave 
no reason for his action. Gottlieb | 
explained that Twente, as an in- 


the ceremonies, for his interest in 
the Air National Guard and Air 
Reserve training programs. 


McFadden publication. 

Paul Denis’ column in the N. Y. 
Daily Compass being vig a vg 
7 J N. Y. Tell-Tales to just Tell-Tales, 
si - Edge to Brass to free_him from having to em- 
Sec. of Defense Louis Johnson phasize N. Y. items. Also column 





'has issued a directive designed to js dropping serious items, sticking 


lessen the advantage enjoyed by to light stuff. 
literary brass over freelance .au- 











cent, could get all sorts of data | 
denied the freelancer who came_ 
along. Hence magazine editors Continued from page 4 = 
tended to give assignments for : 

“service” subjects only to officers. merger was reached Friday (9) 
This got so bad that many com- afternoon, only a weekend away 
plaints were registered of favor- from the scheduled June 12 start- 
itism. . 


Wall Streeter 








In fact, one body of opinion ing date. 

among Washington article writers| Jhe hitch stemmed from the re- 
is that the Secretary’s new order fysal of one of the banks backing 
doesn’t gofar enough. They hold Bernhard to go through with ar- 
all persons actively engaged at the rangements covering loans out- 
Army and Navy as paid employees standing to FC as previously 
of the public ought not to be al- soreed. Without the bank comply- 


ea veterate ball fan, had been in the lowed to compete with “tax- ; a 
“The Web ti Nae Haun Rew | Poor Product, rising costs, Mfr g|anmouncer’s booth several times, pavers.” ciisassucsc| town Mie we oa sate 
play adapted by Lester Cohen from | 25% “ares ie business, snapped previously, so that he didn’t antici-| | This on toed aoe Pe mye oer fiscal requirements mandatory in 
Thomas Wolfe’s novel, and starring | «, 8h af th ent big names Pate anything wrong when Twente outside ggg me Po _ ce the deal. However, the bank re- 
Kay Francis, will highlight John| are 40 vears of ag showed up Sunday night. Game habit of favoritism ‘especially | 


Huntington’s fourth season .at the 
Spa Summer Theatre, which will 


include almost 50% musicals in its. 


bills. Only two of the latter type 
have been presented here before. 


are 40 years of age or over, and 
‘the new audience, which is made 
‘up of the kids of yesterday, do not 
care for these present stars and 
would support new stars.” 


‘continued after a short break, with 
Gottlieb explaining to the amazed 
viewers at the end of the next inn- 
ing just what had happened. Be- 
sides the thousands of viewers who 


James Reston and Anne O/’Hare ‘treated “from its position after the 
McCormick, both of the N. Y.' chain of talks. 

Times) has annoyed more than a Now past its starting date, ELC 
few around the Press Club, while will be probably releasing more 
J. Edgar Hoover's private literary pix than any other distrib in the 


: ss ¢ de- . or : career and chummy contacts with business. Sales chief William J. 
Gay "Gites ee ee coe eeoaiiens uy Siiakaeee,” but Sat in on the suicide, an estimated a few writers has also-been ex- Heineman has scheduled a total 
ray Divoreee.” = featuring Carol § : 6.200 were in the stands. tensively commented upon for a of 43 releases for the six months 


Stone, Jack Whiting and Leonore 
Lonergan, week of 
*“Finian’s Rainbow,” 


‘Town,” 
Aug. 
new for the Spa stage. 

The season opens July 3, with 


starring Nancy 


Diana Barrymore in “Light Up the | 


Sky.” Victor Jory in “The Spider” 

will follow. Show for the fifth 

week has not yet been chosen. 
Resident company will include 


hy : sane | lop new faces be- . , - : ni 

wa — and nome ag pb hen tb gece A like to see|his interest in the Naify chain, by William Richards (Greenberg: will be dropped as leases expire t 
before "Saiaalk dicles aeheren as | their “contemporaries on the! he also is prez of United Artists $1.) Where the unbilled model if no other method is worked out ; 
scenic’ designer: Rebert Pryor as | screen Theatres Circuit. Twentieth prez is going at 9:45, 2:30 and 4:50 meanwhile. Some 12 FC exchanges 


stage manager; Klaus Kolmar as 
publicity director. 





Marblehead Preps ‘Town’ 
Boston, June 13. 


The Marblehead Playhouse, Mar- | 


blehead, Mass., will tee off its nine 
week season July 3 with Leonard 
_ Bernstein’s musical, “On the 

Town,” featuring Nancy Walker 
of the original cast. 

Playhouse has been taken over 
by new management this season 
With William B. Cowen, Jr., as 


managing director; Gail Hilson, as | 


co-producer, and Richard Barr, di- 
rector, Other attractions skedded 


July 10;! 
with Fran 
Warren, July 24-29; and “On the) 
Walker, | 
7-12. All these names are! 


slightly older screen stars, came 
from M. Stanzler of the Wakefield. 
R. I.. community theatre. He char- 
acterized them simply as “drab.” 
E. M. Scott, Jr., of the Milton 
theatre, Milton, Del., added sadly: 
“There are only a few of the old 
faces that draw ’em in any more.” 
Most recurrent phrase was 
“there is a new generation,” with 
exhibs hammering away at the 
‘idea that Hollywood must continue 


| Part of the dropoff in popularity 
‘of the older screen names was at- 
tributed by some exhibs to “too 
many poor stories.” Fred E. Pen- 
‘nell, of the Cozy theatre, Decatur, 
|Mich., felt that “a couple of bad 
| stories, and they go downhill fast.” 
| A theatre manager in New Mexico 
| added that a few bad pix will start 
‘any star “tobogganing so fast prac- 
‘tically nothing can save him. After 
‘all, there is very little as fickle as 
| public opinion.” 
With recent headline events un- 
| doubtedly 
i these events to certain film grosses 


KLEE-TV has been carrying the 
ball games since the season start- 
ed. Station, which was started by 
cattleman Albert Lee, was sold re- 
cently to the Houston Post, which 
takes over July 1. 


J. Schenck ~ 


| Continued from page 3 

















Sypros P. Skouras, howe#er, has | 
reportedly been trying to persuade 
Schenck to remain at 20th, pre- 
sumably to take a hand in the 
| pending divorcement. 


In petitioning the Government 
for the right to remain with 20th 
‘another two yeers, Schenck argued 
‘that, since that would be most of 
the time allotted the company for | 
_divorcement, he should be given | 
‘the same period to decide whether | 
‘to remain with production or go. 
into theatre operation exclusively. 


i ind d linking | D of J is reported to have taken published by the Cultural Rela- ; 
rhe cuan a ; jtions Committee of the Lrish Dept, | ly-birthed company. 


‘his plea under consideration. 


‘and so on after leaving office but 


then it will be good for a lot of | 


long while. 


. ” id-. tober. Inciud- 
Nobody objects to from mid-June to Octo 


ed in these are a eye of a 
; ‘toti inc’? ish- from J. Arthur Ran 
direct exploitation of “ins” to the ish-made films - 
detriment of professionals trying 4nd indie producers. Only six of 
to make a living at writing is the 43 are reissues. pets 
criticized. Heineman is currently grappling 
‘ with the problem of disposing of 
‘Stenographer’ Funny Pic Book most of the FC wee ee 
F ies mon the current out the country, of them, wit 
eum" at peta ‘seeks is “The the exception of the Philadelphia 
Stenographer,” with dialog by office, which has been taken over 
Leroy F. Lustig and photographs , by ELC in place of the EL branch, 


“memoirs 





develops into a very funny running have already been sub-leased to 
gag, especially when topped with 
the loss of her key at an hour un- Taking over the management 
stated. — along with MacMillen, Bernhard 
Book is bounded to simulate a 444 Heineman are Bernard Kranze, 
stenographer’s pad and in a crisis tapped as general sales manager 
could be used for one. But until under Heineman, and Sam. Seidel- 
But the ™an, foreign manager. Division 
sales chiefs are Milton E. Cohen, 
‘eastern; Edward E. Heiber, mid- 
western; J. L. Lutzer, southern, 
The Irish Theatre her James ao go EA ek 
ir ; s eries of regio 

res © , Emagine pt matty ou ses will be held within the near future 
to lay down the policy for the new- 


outside perties. 


laughs around any office. 
boss better not bring a ney Dae 
cul. 
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Broadway 


Charlie Yates, the agent, con- 
fined to his home because of sun- 
stroke. 

Nat Pendleton, vet actor, sailed 
for France Saturday (10) on the 
De Grasse. 

After his next CBS TV show, 
Ken Murray off for twé months 
on the Coast. : 

Nina Foch to do “Philadelphia 
Story” and “Light Up the Sky” on 
summer circuit this year. | 

Ralph Bellamy writing intro to 


i Alice Reinheart tome, | Mi : Sign 
SMexic ‘week on a casting prowl for Uni-| British boxing names for his “Fight | Paris, and to make pix in Madrid. 


“Mexico Is «Like Peanuts.” 
Josh White’s rendition of “One 


Meat Ball” is currently panicking | 


’em in Oslo, returning tourists re- 
port. 

Bing Crosby docks today (Wed.) 
a few weeks 
Europe 


Arch Oboler back to the Coast; 


after confabbing with Decca execs} 
on release of his album, “African | 
Adventure.” 

Lawrence Wonderling, Le Vouv- | 
ray owner, purchased Greenwood | 
Lake home, a stone’s throw from | 
Nick Kenny’s. 

William Brandt, in behalf of the | 
Independent Theatre Owners Assn.., | 
turned over $15,000 to the Cerebral | 
Palsy Assn. of N.Y. 

Humorist Harry Hershfield sworn | 
in as honorary deputy police com-| 
missioner by Mayor O’Dwyer at | 
City Hall Monday (12). 

Eve Arden in from the Coast} 
to play seven weeks in summer) 
stock. Actress recently completed | 
“Tea for Two” at Warners. 

Douglas Shearer and Al Inman | 
back to the Metro studio after | 
checking into bugs in the sound | 
systems of local Loew’s houses. 

Kathleen Ryan, who recently | 
appeared in United Artists’ “The | 
Sound of Fury,” in town for a} 
week enroute to her native Ireland. | 

Faith Domergue, who co-stars 


Allen’s recently completed Lew 
Ayres-Marilyn Maxwell starrer, 
“New Mexico.” Oils may be ex- 
hibited in key cities to coincide 
with the pic’s release. 

Violinist Albert Spalding will be 
making his farewell appearance on 
the concert stage after 45 years of 
playing, when he appears as soloist 
with the N. Y. Philharmonic at the 
opening of the Lewisohn Stadium 
Concerts’ 33d season Monday (19). 
Efrem Kurtz will conduct. 


Film producer Robert Buckner 
and director Mark Robson pulled 





| sylvania. 
‘Gotham by Rufus LeMaire, studio 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth after) 
vacationing in| 


into New York from'‘the Coast this 


versal’s “Lights Out.” Robson 
shooting his tests in the east and 
also scouting locations in Penn- 
Duo being joined in 


exec, 





Bucks County, Pa. 


Garson Kanin and Ruth Gordon 
in for gander at “Smile of the 
World” at New Hope Friday (9). 

Sam Wanamaker to try out 
“Parisienne” with Faye Emerson 
and Francis Lederer starred July 
10 at Playhouse. 

Manny Seff’s daughter, Linda, 
in from Beverl, 
apprenticeship at Playhouse; ditto 
Emily Kimbrough’s kid, Alice. 


Jackie Cooper and spouse Hildy | 


Parks down’ to weekend with 


Theron Bambergers 


Justin Herman commuting from 
Solebury home to Flemington this 
week, shooting short on _ that 
Jersey town for Paramount re- 
lease. 


St. John Terrell huddling with | 
of Com-| 


Lambertville Chamber 
merce on possibility of producing 
pageant for centennial celebration 
this fall. 


Hills to serve | 


before sail- | 
ing for London's “Mister Roberts.” | 


with Robert Mitchum in RKO’s| Hall Shelton stopped off to bid 
“Where Danger Lives,” 
Friday. : 

Bing Crosby, Irving Berlin, MCA | Hope attractions. 


prez Lou Wasserman, concert) flux of Sunday (11) visitors in- | 


singer Maggie Teyte and violinist | .j4geq Bernie Hart, David Orrick, | 
nn Ghee Minsk Europe on | Doris Dalton, Milton Smith, Helen | 

Barry Nelson flew to Puerto Rico | npr ed Pe oe oe Ben | 
for starring role in Ed Gardner’s | pont. 


“Man With My Face,” being! Phil Bourneuf and Frances Reid | 


filmed independently by Gardner | i? for three-day stay with Tyson | 2+ the St. James. The Christopher | 


|Nimicks at Sycamore Farm after 


on the island. Ditto John Harvey. | trek through Virginia battlefields. 


given a|spouse Ruth Amos goodbye before | : - i 
luncheon by RKO at Hotel Plaza/ driving to Coast to produce film.;| presidency of the British Film Pro- | artex 
|'Miss Amos is in first two New| ducers Assn. at next month’s an-| : 


}ana Wynyard and James Donald | 


Jack Gregson, video emcee, be- 
ing mentioned as possible summer 
pinch-hitter in the Bert Parks’ 
“Stop the Music” chore; Gregson’s 
“Auctionaire” series departs video 
in a fortnight. 

Metro thesper Nancy Davis in 
town for 10 days of personal ap- 
pearances and interviews to plug 
“Next Voice You Hear,” film 
slated to preem at Radio City 
Music Hall, June 22. 

Edward ~L. Bernays heads for 
the Coast Friday (16) with his wife, 
Doris E. Fleischman, enroute to 
Honolulu. where he’ll act as visit- 
ing professor in public relations at 
the University of Hawaii. 

Arnold Moss entrained to Que- 
bec over the weekend fer a fea- 
tured role in Paramount’s “Que- 
bec,” which producers Le May- 
Templeton are currently location- 
ing in the Canadian city. 

Bill Bertolotti’s Greenwich Vil- 
lage spot is honoring town’s top 
byliners via its new Newspaper- 
man’s Hall of Fame—autographed 
photos of the key newspaper gents 
to be permanently exhibited at his 
club. 

Monmouth Park racetrack hold- 
ing “Ken Murray Handicap” June 
19, with TV star present to award 
trophy. Series of — star han- 
dicap races will be featured during 
season running from June 16 to 
Aug. 9. 

Walter Kiernan, ABC network 
emcee, has been elected prexy of 
the Circus Saints and Sinners. New 
veepee is Reginald T. Townsend, 
v.p. of Lennen & Mitchell ad agen- 
cy. Former N..J..Governor Harold 

Hoffman is secretary. RKO public- 
ity chief Rutgers Neilson was re- 
elected to board of governors. 


John Payne returning to Holly- 
wood June 22 after winding up his 
personal appearance at the Parya- 
mount theatre. Thesper reporting 
to William Pine and William 
Thomas for starring role in “Pas- 
sage West,” which rolls July 7. 


Richard Tucker, Dorothy Sarnoff, 
Ruggiero Ricci, Eugene List and 
Mishel Piastro conducting the 
Music Festival Symphony Orches- 
tra will appear at Flushing Mead- 
ow Park, for the American Fund 
nt, Israel Institutions, Saturday 

_Richard Altschuer, Republic for- 
eign chief, and William Saal, exec 
assistant to prexy Herbert J. Yates, 
planed to London last week to set 
up_ publicity and promotion for 
opening of the company’s “Sands 
of Iwo Jima” at the Carleton the- 
atre June 30. 


Former Playhouse thesps are fea- 
tured with Maurice Evans in tour 
of “Devil’s Disciple” next month. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 
New City auditorium manager 
will be Claude Ritter, of Birming- 
ham, Ala. He beat out field of 30 
applicants. 
“Under The Gun” troupe on lo- 
cation here for background shots. 
Troupe includes John Conte and 
Audrey Totter. 
Alar Gale preems his new Cele- 
brity Club on June 15, with sup- 
porting show including Freddie 
Stewart and the Haydocks. 
Florida Motion Picture Distribs 
conventioning at the Delano Hotel 
this week, with Col. Mitchell 
(Wometco) Wolfson official host. 

Newest hotels to add shows are 
the Delmonico, with Jayne Man- 
ners featured, and the Martinique, 
with Milt Ross. DeCastro Sisters 
are at Sherry Frontenac. 

Elks National Convention ex- 
pected to hypo biz for cafes in 
July. Reopening by months-end 
are Five O’Clock Club, Clover 
Club, Bar of Music, Kitty Davis 
and Paddock. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 

Mario Huarte topping floor show 
at the Casanova nitery. 

. Simon Goldschlag, pic producer, 
on the job again after a major op- 
eration. 

Marcos Redondo, Spanish bari- 
tone, booked into the Teatro Iris 
for solo recitals. 

Theima & Williams, Argentinian 
mentalists, topping at the Teatro 
Lirico and El Patio nitery. 

Radio station XEFI, Chihuahua 
City, has resumed after a 16- 
month strike, longest in Mexican 
radio. 

Sergiu Celibidache guest con- 
ducting the Mexico City Philhar- 
monic Orch at the Cine Palacio 
| Chino, frontline cinema. 

Representatives of Samuel Gra- 
nat, big cinema chain operator, ad- 





/and conviction of kidnappers of 

| Granat’s daughter, Norma, 6, who 

| ee released after two days hold- 
ng. 

Walter H. Manley and Eduardo 
V. Vidal, local Republic toppers, 
previewed “Sands of Iwo Jima” at 
the Cine Alameda. John Wayne, 





Oscar de Mejo, husband of ac- 
tress Alida Valli, painted six can- 
vases depicting highlights of Irving 


U. S. embassy, naval and military 
attaches and Mexican army and 
navy high brass attended, 


| 


! 
' 


vertising $1,200 reward for arrest |b 


London 


Sylvie St. Claire doing a solo 
spot on TV. 

Lou Wilson to Paris and Stock- 
holm to look over some new acts. 

“The Beau Strategem” chalks up 
= performance next week- 
end. 
- Alec Guinness here from Broad- 
way to take up his role in “The 
Mudlark.”’ 


Jewish Appeal kickoff dinner at 
the Flamingo. 

Joan Blondell and sister Gloria 
off to Hollywood after six weeks 
stay here. Former will start work 
immediately on new  20th-Fox 
picture, “For Heaven's Sake,” with 
Clifton Webb. ~ 


Buenos Aires 


Petrona Gandulfo, Argentine ra- 





Herb Jeffries to Paris after a 





own disks. ; 
| Maurice Duke here to sign up 


| of the Century” pic. 
| Henry Caldwell quits the BBC- | 
|TV Service to freelance, but con- | 
'tinuing to produce the “Cafe Con- | 
|tinental” series. 

Mischa Auer is due here for| 
| vaudeville dates for Moss Empires | 
and Stoll theatres, opening some-| 
| time in September. a 
| London exhibs presented Sir 
|Sidney Clift with a dressing case | 
in appreciation of his year as chair- | 
|man of the local Cinematograph | 
| Exhibitors’ Assn. 

Kenneth Spencer back from U. S. | 
and starts series of recitals in| 
| Switzerland, Germany and Israel, 
| and has also been booked to appear 
at the Lucerne Festival July 4. 

Buster Crabbe organizing a Eu-| 
ropean beauty contest with finals | 
to be held here in the summer and | 
winning girl will be given a chance | 
of competing for role in his next 
film. | 

“Laces of Venice,” revue cur-| 
|rently playing at Turin, Italy, with | 
Rome to follow, is likely to come! 
to the Saville theatre for a short | 
season, if Bernard Delfont, owner | 
of the theatre likes it. | 

William Saal and Richard Alt-| 
schuler discussing advance plans | 
for preem of “Sands of Iwa Jima,” | 
scheduled for the Carlton June 30. | 
Altschuler following on with com-|} 
— tour of Europe through | 
July. 


J. Arthur Rank quitting the| 


nual meeting. He has held the 
chair for seven years and feels it is 
time there should be another | 
prexy. 

Laurence Olivier’s next produc- 
tion, “Captain Carvello,’ with Di- 





| 


| starred, follows “Venus Observed” | 


} 


| 


| Fry verse play is being pulled in| 
| the first week in August as part of | 
Olivier’s policy of limited runs. 

Val Parnell, managing director 
of London Palladium and Moss 
Empires, told Dorothy Lamour 
that her week of May 29 at the 
Glasgow Empire was the biggest 
since Danny Kaye played there two 
years ago. He wants her to return 
to the Palladium and Moss Em- 
pires next year. 

Harry Armstrong, composer of 
“Swett Adeline” and ‘Nellie 
Dean,” and W. C. Handy, composer 
of “St. Louis Blues,” currently at 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, 
are being negotiated for English 
dates by Gino Arbib, of the Jack 
Hylton office, with Nat Karson, 
stageshow producer for Metro at 
the Empire, likely to book them 
there for a month. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 

Alvin Cinema, opening at Camps 
Bay, as UA outlet. 

“Snake Pit” banned in Kenya by 
Board of Film Censors. 

Danny Kaye in “Inspector Gen- 
eral” top drawing current pic. 

Jack Daly, British music hall 
and recording star, opening South 
African tour in Johannesburg 
early June. 

Over 273,615 handed to polio 
fund by John Schlesinger as pro- 
ceeds of last year’s drive by Afri- 
can Theatres. 

General Smuts 80th birthday 
commemorated by African Film 
Productions with 20-minute short 
recording milestones in his career. 

Wm. M. Bacher, director of 
“Leave Her to Heaven” and 
“Foxes of Harrow,” in South Afri- 


Moray*s best seller “Untamed.” 


Las Vegas, Nev. 


ered Rooney and wife here for 
rest. 

Evelyn Knight heading the show 
at the Desert. 

Vaughn Monroe orch and pack- 
age show at Flamingo for week. 

Standard Oil made short in color 
depicting Helldorado Week cele- 
ration. 
_ Ritz Bros. vacationing and mak- 
ing life miserable for Desert Inn 
telephone operators with gag calls 
and pages to mythical characters. 

Tito Guizar bringing back memo- 
ries of early radio days at El 
Rancho Vegas. The Dunhills are 
in support. 

George Jessel and Edward G. 
Robinson here as emcee and 





short stay in London boosting his | study tour. 


|vision of Armelo Santiago. Com- 
pany, 


ca preparing for filming of Helga? 





speaker respectively for big United 


dio’s cookery expert, to U.S. on 


Cinemactor Hugo del Carril 
off to sing at Jo Baker’s nitery in 


Hollywood 


Betty Jones recovering from an 
emergency appendectomy. 

Ezio Pinza took a lease on Otto 
Preminger’s home in Bel-Air. 

Jon Hall and Frances Langford 
celebrated their 10th wedding anni. 

Cliff Clark sprained an akle in 
. a scene in “Great Missouri 

aid.” 


Hal Haughton in ‘from Australia 
for exploitation huddles at Para- 
mount. 

George Templeton planed to 
Quebec to arrange for the shoot- 
ing of “Quebec.” 





Pianist Alexander Brailowsky 
inked for concertize at Colon thea- | 
wt ag over Belgrano broadcasting 
wend. | 

Emanuel Silverstone, 20th-Fox | 
International veepee here with Ed- 
ward Cohen, for Latin-American | 
distributors convention. 

Association of Movie Commenta- 
tors held dinner at Eva Peron | 
nitery to deliver awards for best} 
pix and performances of 1949. | 

Legit actress Sofia Bozan feted | 
at Maipo theatre by show biz names 
prior to. May 29 wedding to mil- 
lionaire business man. Couple will 
honewmoon in Europe. 

A new production unit, Dibujos | 
Animados America, was. recently 
formed to make animated cartoons 


based on “Don Contreras,” a local 
“Colonel Blimp” character. 
Determined to get in all the 


playing time possible before Amer- 
ican-niade pix start coming into 
Argentina again, producers here 
are releasing their films practically 
immediately after completion. 
The Ministry of Public Health 
has appointed a medical officer 
to supervise the making of “Mari- 
huana,’ which is scheduled for 
Argentina Sono Film production. 
Film will be directed by Leon 
Kilimovsky and will star Pedro 
Lopez Lagar. 
A remake of “Nobleza Gaucha,” | 
the first Argentine film ever made, 
is currently being produced by 
newly-formed production- 
distribution outfit under the super- 


producing 
will distribute German 


which also is 
“Wheat,” 


pix. 

Raymond Borderie, French film 
producer, is currently visiting here 
in connection with the release of 
his picture “‘Nest of Heroes,” based 
on the life story of French flyer 
Jean Mermoz. While in Buenos 


Bope Hope held a belated cele- 
bration of his birthday with his 
family in Palm Springs. 

Billy Eckstine absolved of blame 
by Municipal Court in a recent 
hassle at the Oasis cafe. 

Michael Doyle appointed associ- 
ate professor of cinema arts at 
USC after 21 years in film busi- 
ness, 

Pete Smith to Washington at 
President Truman’s invitation to 
attend the Conference on Indus- 
trial Safety. 

Alan Mowbray and Harry Joe 
Brown are candidates to succeed 
Ralph Murphy as Harlequin of 
Masquers Club. 

Preston Foster staging a series 
of shows for hospitalized veterans 
while on location with “Toma- 
hawk” in South Dakota. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


Don Cornell heading the fourth 
anni show starting June 8 at Lex- 


| ington Casino. 


Harry Steinman, owner-manager 
of the Latin Casino, took over as 
personal manager for Phil Brito. 

Cal Jones, WPTZ director, is 


| working with his neck in a cast 


as the result of a spiili from a 
horse. 

Harry Mulhern, treasurer of the 
Shubert, acting as manager and 
treasurer for the Lambertville, 
N. J., Music Circus. 

Nancy Carroll and Claudia Pinza 
guested at fashion luncheon to aid 
women’s division of Philadelphia 
La Scala Opera Co.. Saturday (10) 
in the Warwick. 

Stan Lee Broza, father and man- 
ager of Elliot Lawrence, will pro- 
duce and emcee the “Yellow Cab 
Review,” a telecast which will al- 
ternate over WCAU-TV and WFIL- 


Aires, Borderie will talk to local| py 


producers about prospects of joint 
production in Argentina. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Maurice Spitalny back on his 
feet again after operation. 

Gloria Swanson comes here June 
22-23 to plug “Sunset Boulevard.” 

Vince Barnett planed in from 
Hollywood to visit with his ailing 
mother. 

Ada Lynne, Dorothy Blaine and_ 
Robert Lynn topping new show at 
Monte Carlo. 

William Putch, actor-playwright, 
named head of Playhouse School 
for next year. 

Joe Ruskin joining Genessee 
Valley Players in Rochester, N. Y., 
for the summer. 

Irene Lynn, cashier at Regent 
theatre by day, sings with dance 
bands at night. 

Eddie Peyton around again and 
teamed up with Ida Marshall in 
a new cafe act. 

Jean Horgan draws title role in 
Playhouse’s ‘closing show, “Jenny 
oa Me,” which opens Friday 
( 

Johnny Kirby, his KDKA radio 
show over for the summer, pulls 
out next week for try in Holly- 
wood. 

Dave Kimmelman, Par exchange 
Manager, and his wife will cele- 
brate their silver wedding anni 
in New Orleans. 

Carl Betz and Bruce Carlisle 
have signed with Guy Palmerton 
for his summer stock season at 
Worcester, Mass. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
Tommy Trinder to head variety | 
show in Glasgow. 
Lena Horne now definite topper | 
for show at Empire, Glasgow, in | 
September. 

Mollie Urquhart cast in comedy 
character role for new Anglo- 
American musical, “Happy Go 
Lovely.” 

Associated British Pictures to 
shoot new pic, “These Are My 
Daughters,” on location in East 
Scotland. 

Dundee Repertory Co. doing 
Alan Melville’s London comedy 
success, “Castle in the Air,” with 
Geoffrey Edwards in the Jack Bu- 
chanan role. 

The Wilson Barrett Repertory 
Co., which plays Edinburgh, Glas- 
gow and Aberdeen in rotation, ex- 
tend its field to cover Leicester, 
England this fall. 








Anna Maria Alberghetti, 13-year- 
old Italian soprano who recently 
made debut at Carnegie Hall, sign- 
ed as a dividend attraction for 
Robin Hood Dell al fresco sym- 
phony series. 


San Francisco 
By Ted Friend 


Mata and Hari at Mark Hopkins. ~ 


Harry Owens orch into St. Fran- 
cis Mural Room. 

Gayle V. Grubb, KGO general 
manager elected director of Ad- 
vertising Club here. ‘ 

“Ice Follies” preemed at Winter- 
land on schedule in spite of fatal 
accident to two of cast in Oregon. 

Lucius Beebe tossing cocktail 
party to make public announce- 
ment of becoming permanent 
Frisco resident. 

Louis Lurie :will chairman the 
United Cerebral Palsy Assn. bene- 
fit show here July 3. It will be 
held at the Paramount and will 
headline Bob Hope. 





Rome 


A By Helen McGill Tubbs 

The Paul LeBarons here from 
Paris. 

Mischa Auer plans to open a 
restaurant in Rome. 

Peter Ustinov here 
“Nero” in “Quo Vadis.” 

Antonio and Rosario playing a 
return date on June 5. 

Dorothy Lamour slated to arrive 
here from London this week. 

Gene Markey here for two days 
before going on to Cairo, Egypt. 

“Liliom” being done in Italian 
at the Piccolo Teatro della Citta. 

Pianist Robert Casadesus at the 
Argentina theatre for two concerts. 

May Mann, wife of Buddy Baer, 
was injured in a bus accident here. 

Jennie Jugo, German actress, is 
here seeing about some _ film 
work. 

Enzo Staiola, child actor of “Bi- 
cycle Thief,” signed for “I, Your 
Father.” 

The Samuel Goldwyns had an 
audience with His Holiness, Pope 
Pius XII. 

Dorothy Nathan signed for the 
mother role in W. Lee Wilder’s pic, 
“Three Steps North.” 

James A. Mulvey, Samuel Gold- 
wyn Productions exec, visiting 
Rome on his European trip. 

Leslie Bradley has finished his 
role in “Quo Vadis,” and goes back 
to London for a British film. 

Ferruccio Burco, 11-year-old 


to play 


(Continued on page 75) 
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Chatter Dan Casey, Universal general 
“4 | Manager, doing so well in St. Vin- 








——a Continued from page 74 ; 





symphony orchestra _ conductor, off 
on concert tour of South America. 

Anthony Havelock-Allen made a 

quick tour of the Italian country- 
side for future picture location 
sites. 
"Violinist Josef Szigeti touring 
ihe principal cities of Italy with 
concerts in Torino, Milan, Naples 
and Rome. 

First short to be made in Tech- 
rania color will be shown in Venice 
at the Festival this summer. It is 
“Non c’e Pace tra gli Ulivi,” a Lux 
production. f 

The Open Gate Club, private 


club of Rome, will entertain top | 


officials of ‘Quo Vadis’ unit’so that 
Rome society can meet toppers of 
the picture company. 


Anthony Havelock Allen _ in 
from London. His Italian-made 
film’s title has been changed 
from “Eagle and Hawk” to 


“Shadow of the Eagle.” 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Mrs. Raymond Massey in from 
the Coast. 

Constance 
Fritz Reiners. 

John Hammond of 
Records summering here. 

John Fearnley, casting director 
for Rodgers and . Hammerstein, 
soon will be coast-bound. 

London Philharmonic with Sir 
Thomas Beecham booked into 
South Norwalk in October. 

Goldwyn sales chief Alfred 
Crown and 20th-Fox pub-ad top- 
ed Charles Einfeld summering 
lere, 

John C. Wilson hosting press 
Sunday (18) before Country Play- 
house opening next Tuesday with 
“Second Man.” 

Big Broadway delegation ex- 
pected for opening of Ben Boyar’s 
and James Westerfield’s Melody 
Fair at 
“The Merry Widow.” 


Madrid 


By Geeno Garr 

“Red Shoes” in its fifth week at 
the Avenida here. 

Rafael Deyon, film player and 
warbler of Radio Caracas (Vene- 
zuela), holidaying in Spain for a 
couple of months. 

Hungarian star Trudi Bora and 
her Spanish revue company left 
for Mexico for a six-month tour, 
starting at Iris theatre, Mexico 
City. 

Spain will be represented at 
Film Festival in Venice this year 
for the first time since the war. Pix 
selected are “‘Don Juan” and “Tales 
of Alhambra.” 

Ballet company of Marquis de 
Cueva, starring Hightower, Eglev- 
sky, Skibine, Tallchief, Riabouch- 
inska and Lichine at the Albeniz 
theatre for a week. 

Works of Bernard Shaw, Ten- 
nessee Williams and other modern 
American and English authors will 
be presented for the first time in 
Spanish provincial towns by a new 
group, named Caratula, 


Hope visiting the 


Mercury 


Riviera 

. By Margaret Gardner 

The Palm Beach Casino of 
Cinnes reopened, featuring a 
puppet act from Churchill’s Club 
in London. 

Edith and Joyce, the two young- 
est’ Peters Sisters, were featured 
at opening June 7 of the night 
clap of the Casino Municipal of 
svice, 

_ Martine Carol at the Martinez 
in Cannes, where she is making 


the French film, “Beware of | 
Blondes,” directed by Andre) 
Hunebelle. 


Jacques Fath at the Carlton. 
Georges Fhament, at his mother’s 
Villa in Cannes, after several 
months in Rome where he made 


the pic, “Eleven Men and a Bal-| 


loon,” 





Berlin 


By Bill Conlan 

Richard Eichberg will produce 
_ pe postwar film in Munich 

S tall, 

_Jane Walters, ex-Fred Waring 
Singer, now with Special Services 
at Wiesbaden. 

“Death of a Salesman” opens at 
the Hebbel theatre with Fritz Kort- 
her in the lead. 

\lmost every week another film 
house is reopened in Berlin. Lat- 
es! is the “Maison de la France.” 
. Jorothy Lamour due here soon. 
She is making key spots through- 
mene for troop entertain- 
1 x-Met Opera singer, Emmanuel 
‘St, returned to the Staedtische 


7 | Sh Gif 


Danbury, June 20 with. 


span. 


| cent’s hospital, Sydney, he will be 

“ | bass at desk shortly. 

a as 17 years absence from | show to the ace Melbourne nabe 
“Great Dictator” will be shown | St. Kilda for short run. First time 

at Berlin’s first open air house. | a nabe has used a top attraction. 

“Die Wald Buhne,” which opens | Annie Get Your 217 

ite weakt. | Aussie longrunner for Williamson- 
Si Oliver's “Opus Number. One’, Tait doing repeat dates in the keys. 

now number one on the hit parade Comes into Empire Sydney, next. 

program “Schlager de Woche.” Annie Get Your Gun,” longrun 

\ihew now originates from Titania | record-holder (3 years here), bows 





Palast. |into His Majesty’s, Melbourne, for 
Director Henry Koster is inter-| 2 repeat. Sydney return date fol- 


| ested in bringing film actress Sonja | : : — 
‘Zieman to Hollywood. Her latest |, Dave Martin, chief of the Tivoli 
ipie is “Eine Nacht in Separee” | loop, will send his Ice Show to 
|with Kurt Seifert. | New Zealand for a run via the Ker- 


George Kaiser’s “Gardener from | Midge chain. Show is a hit in 





| Toulouse” preemed at the Theatre | Melbourne. 

-- Kurfurstendamn May 31. 

Hilde Hildebrand was rated ex- | > _ 
cellent in the lead. Minneapolis 


a American films currently show- | By Les Rees 

ing in Berlin include “The Heir-|- Dorothy Shay into Hotel Radis- 

ess," “Conquest,” “Dark Mirror,” | son Flame Room. 

| Man Behind Iron Mask,” “Captain | ‘Count Basie and his sextette in- 

Blood,’ Snake Pit” and “Robin | to St. Paul Flame. 

Hood. | Bud Strawn’s orchestra back at 

———_ | =o Amusement Park. 

. ° r. E. W. Ziebarth, radio news 
Atlantic City commentator, off to Europe and 

| _ By Joe W. Walker 

Ritz-Carlton opened its Old Eng- 


| middle east on radio _ station 
\lish Tavern with Nick D’Amico 


WCCO assignment. 
| Cedric Adams, WCCO radio per- 
orch. 
“Brigadoon” opened for week 


| sonality, signed up by CBS for 

a TV show, will plane back 
|Sunday (11) at 4,600-seat Warner | #” forth to New York while doing 
| theatre. First real legit except |“ Dorothy Lewis new ice show 
Steel Pier theatre to hit town since “Let's Go Places,” opening at 


ss ? . x : } 
| “Oklahoma!” was brought in last/ pote Nicollet Minnesota Terrace 


year. : so 
| Crowd of 3,000 attended season’s | ro co-stars her and Joe 


first open-air concert offered by the | Because he didn’t want to cross 


Atlantic City Festival orch last | striking technicians’ picket line, 


an (9) night at the Convention | Roch Ulmer, vet KSTP announcer, 











City sponsored this gratis | ; jy Rs her 4 
concert, with others to be given | Fesigned — a A ing Soemse 
| twice a week through June ond | Soeet . 3. ee ” | 
| September. | Learning that Victor Borge at! 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace | 

Seattle ribs the “Third Man” theme in his | 

act, Anton Karaf, playing at Hotel | 

ZaSu Pitts here to star in “Late | Radisson Flame Room, sent the | 
Christopher Bean” at the Cirque. | Danish performer an autographed | 
Martin Keinly, 74-year-old zith- | record of tune. Borge’s assistants, 
erist, now featured at Kirkpatrick’s | as a gag, played it when he pre- 
Cafe here. tends to turn on radio to hear his | 








|B. J. Curran sold the Victory | own composition. 
| theatre in- Rainier Valley to M. W. pe | 
|and Robert Anderson. 

| New aqua-theatre on Green Lake 


okayed by City Council, but cost b . 
will be $235,000 instead of orig-| By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 
‘inal figure of $100,000. _Chelo de Mejic 
| Bill Shartin, former manager for |Guarachas at Rio nitery. 

Film Classics here, takes over as| Professor Alba, magician, with 
| branch manager of new distribut- | medium Yu-li-San at the Calderon- 


‘ing firm of Eagle Lion Classics White ballerina Isora at the 





June 12. Wally Rucker retires) Buena Sombra nitery doing 
'from management of Eagle Lion | Negro dances. P ; 
| office. | Jorge Negrete, Mexican pic star, 


iin Spain to film “Teatro Apolo” 
for producer Cesareo Gonzalez. 


MARRIAGES 


Margaret Jean Dugan to Michael 








Chicago 

Novelist Kathleen Winsor in 
‘town to autograph copies of her 
“Star Money.” , Le Bell, Las Angeles, June 10. He’s 

Company agents -and_ friends | a television cameraman. 
_tossed a party for Fred Crowe,| Rose Alexander to Richard Lan- 
_veteran Erlanger theatre manager. | dau, Beverly Hills, June 11. He’s 
Gloria de Haven flies in from}a screen writer. 
|Houston to take part in the An-| Frances Bowden to Osmond °G. 
/nual Knights of Columbus benefit | Dowling, Dublin, June 1. He's. a 
-at Chicago Stadium June 14. broadcaster and editor of Radio 
| Harry Stockwell here to _ re-| Review. 

hearse for “Naughty Marietta,”| Joy Shapiro to Norman Silver- 
which opens i0-week summer sea-| man, Philadelphia, June 11. He’s 
son at the North Shore Music | branch manager for Republic Pic- 








| 
throughout the so-called summer | 


Dave Martin is taking his ice | 


| “Painting the Clouds With Sun- 
| shine,” “Dancing With Tears in My 


|“Moon Over 


| member of The Lambs, the Screen 


Barcelona | Directors Guild and the Society of 
Motion Picture Engineers. 


Mejico and her} 


| erty.” 


OBITUARIES 


JOSEPH A. BURKE | 
Joseph A. Burke, 66, songwriter, | 


WILLIAM WADSWORTH 
William Wadsworth, 77, veteran 


ban Upper Darby, Pa. A native |General hospital, N.Y. 
Philadelphian, Burke was a char- He had been a prominent char- 
ter member of American Society of acter actor for many years, having 
Composers, Authors and Publish-| played with the late James A. 
ers (ASCAP). Herne in “Shore Acres” and with 
While attending the University Alice Brady in “Zander the Great.” 
of Pennsylvania he composed songs | He also appeared in “Our Town,” 
and played piano in school orches- | “The Wisdom Tooth” and “Abra- 
tras. Later he served on the staffs | ham Lincoln,’’—but his outstanding 
of N. Y. music publishing houses | success. was in John Golden’s pro- 





| and in Hollywood film studios. He | duction of “Three’s a Family.” 


wrote tunes for the film “Gold Dig- 
gers of Broadway.” 

Burke’s song hits were many. | 
Among his better known are: “Oh, 
How I Miss You Tonight,” “Yearn- 
ing,” “Tiptoe Through the Tulips,” 


—-—--—— 


CHARLES W. DEMING 

Charles W. Deming, 75, father 
of Norman Deming, production 
manager, died June 6 in Holly- 
wood. 

He was posimaster of Universal 
: —-. ; City for 15 years and was former- 
Eyes,” “In a Little Gypsy Tea-| jy associated with Universal where 
room,” “A Little Bit Independent,” | he organized the Studio Credit 
m sr Miami” and “For! Union in 1922 

ou.” ; 


A daughter and son survive. 





. eg nd lage pc 
ee osep ggleston, 43, commercia 
H. G. CHRISTENSEN manager of WMC, WMCF and 


H. G. Christensen, 56, commer- | : : : : 
cial film exec and director, died of pe Sone lg P petite died in that 


a heart attack June 10 aboard his; " fggieston was widely known in 
La D a Fa tg ‘network sales activities and was 
Chanistetanen See one ‘of the Army’s | — ——— of a ee 
Got Instructors. in-serial” phovog-| here, f0r, the past, 14 years 
raphy. Prior to entering og ee 
he had been active in the making 
of training and sates films. During J gr fag vila gh d i 
the recent war he directed a num-| oseph M. Stanley, 61, died in 
ber of training pictures for the Drogheda, Ireland, June 2. He was 
Armed Forces. an exhibitor and owner.of Drog- 
At one time Christensen had | heda Argus and Monaghan Argus 
| newspapers. 
| Survived by wife, former Abbey 
|actress Eileen O’Doherty, and five 


DUKE ART, SR. | 











- 
DEDETTE LEE HILL 

Dedette Lee Hill, 49, former 
vaude actress and widow of song 
| writer Billy Hill, died of a heart 
|attack June 5 in Glendale, Cal. 
| Mrs. Hill collaborated with her 
been prexy of the West Coast | late husband on a number of songs, 
Sound Studios and veepee of the including “Wagon Wheels” and 
Associated Sales Co., in charge of | “The Last Roundup.” 
its film department. He was a 


(1868-1950) 








JAMES K. CLEMONS 

James K. Clemons, 67, former 
| song and dance man and in recent 
years a bit player in motion pic- 
tures, died June 5 in Hollywood. 
SALLY FISHER He was connected with the 
| Sally Fisher, 69, former legit ac- Shuberts in N. Y. for several years 
tress, died June 8 in Twenty-Nine before moving to Coast. 
| Palms, Cal., following a heart at- | 
ijtack. In her long stage career | CHARLES D. GARY 
Miss Fisher first gained note in| Charles D. Gary, 40, legit actor, 
Chicago in “A Stubborn Cinder- | died June 6 after a long illness at 
ella” and “The Goddess of oo veterans’ hospital, Sawtelle, 
Cal. 


His wife survives. 








On Broadway she appeared in 
“Madamoiselle Modiste,” “Eva,” Mother, 71, ef H. E. and Andy 
“Watch Your Step” and other mu- | Biordi, veteran theatre owners, 
sicals. In vaudeville she played died recently in New Castle, 
five years as a headjiner in a) pa. Sons own and operate the 
sketch titled “The Choir Rehear- Majestic, Ellwood City, Pa. 
sal,” es to — life in 
1919. She is survived by her hus- sat 

Boyd A. Young, 60, technician 
band, Arthur Houghton, formerly at Warners for 20 years, died June 
with the Production Code of the lS te Lee Anaelas 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 8 : 
and currently director of sales for 


Joseph P. Kennedy’s Chicago Mer- _ Father, 73, of Herb Caen, San 
chandise Mart. Francisco Examiner columnist, died 


June 5 in Sacramento. 


























/Theatre June 25. tures in that city. 
| Don Roth, owner of Blackhawk,|! Barbara Bloch to Joseph A. Dam- | 
‘in N. Y. looking over replacements ' mann, New York, June 8. Bride is | 
for two cast members of “The! with CBS-TV. 
Roarin’ Twenties,” revue at the} Betty Eddy to Capt. Gerald Wel- | 
restaurant. Leaving the show are | cker, New York, June 10: He’s| 
/Mimi Kelly and Lynn Joelson. foster son of comedian Joe E. | 

Brown. ‘ ' 





} 
M | Mary Tallas to Peter Xantho, 
Australia |New ee ane. 4. Bride is a = 
‘ : ‘actress; he’s stage manager for 
By Evie Gorrick '“Clutterbuck,” currently touring. 


“The Two Mrs. Carrolls’” opens | Brandt Circuit. | 


June 16 for the Fullers in Sydney. | 4 P Philip | 
Melbourne city fathers have, nay id ae Ml iL | 
nixed any move to introduce Sun- | Bride is legit and film actress; he’s 
day pix. a stage manager and son of the late | 
Ealing’s “Kind Hearts and Coro-. ; riatht. | 
nets” is a click at the Embassy, Philip Barry, playwrig | 


Sydney. riya 
Harry Wren's “Hellzapoppin' ” | BIRTHS ' | 
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Blaustein, | 


| winding up a good Sydney run. 
Goes on road next. (daughter, Hollywood, June 3. 


| Frank O’Connell, local newsman, | Father is a producer at 20th-Fox. 
joined staff of Hoyts’ publicity | y. 8 
‘department under Cliff Holt. | Hollywood, June 3. Father is N.Y. | 








Mr. and Mrs. John Healy, son, | im the office of a construction firm. gown, out-of-the-way places. 


ORSON LOFTIN HALL 
Orson Loftin Hall, 73. former 
drama critic for the Chicago Jour- 
nal, died in New York, June 12 of 
a heart ailment. Hall, who began 
his newspaper career on the Chi- | 
cago Inter-Ocean, later joined the houses at least in part to the Fed- 
paws 4 oe goed as drama critic eral 20% admission tax bite. Other 
and editorial writer. industry leaders, while agreeing 
Hall, W. Frank Dunn and H.C. that the tax has played its part, 
Deuter were left the paper when pejieye that other reasons also 
its owner John C. Eastman died | oyict 
in 1925. Hall remained with it un- | P . 
til 1928, when it was sold to S. E.| They point out that some of the 
Thomason and John S. Bryan, who theatres were old and “tired” to 
sold it to the Chicago Times the their patrons, and so were closed 
following year. down in favor of newer houses. 
A sister survives. In addition, it is believed that the 
shifting population tides since the 
CHARLES GILPIN, 3d ‘start of the war have been respon- 
Charles Gilpin, 3d, 71, composer, sible. Theatres that were once in 
died in Philadelphia June 8. In| well-to-do residential areas, they 
recent years he had been employed | aver, now find themselves in run- 
With 
A University of Pennsylvania : : eas 
graduate from the school of archi- |@ population decrease in such areas, 





Blaming TV 


=== continued from page 1 














| Vie Webb, British Empire Films | rep on the 20th-Fox lot. |tecture, Gilpin joined the Mask | these territories have become over- 


gen. mgr., due back in his home- | [ 
office June 10 after London visit. | daughter, Chicago, June 2. Father 

Richard Davis, Republic : 
planed in for biz looksee. Davis | 
‘later will be located in Hongkong..|ter, Chicago, June 5. Father is 
| Ealing studio’s new pic, “Pre- | with WBBM continuity dept. 
‘lude,” story of Aussie pianist} Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Lough- 
| Eileen Joyce, will soon be off the rin, son, Chicago, May 23. Father 
studio floor. ‘is NBC Chi recording rep. 

Arthur Askey playing “The Love, Mr. and Mrs. Kent 
Racket” at His Majesty's, Brisbane, | daughter, Houston, recently. Fath- 
after record Melbourne run for er is on announcing staff at KNUZ 
Dave Martin. _ | there. 

Joe E. Brown will continue his| Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Allen, son, 
twice-weekly radio stint for Kel- Miamf Beach, June 5. Father is 
vinator during the run of “Harvey” talent agent-booker. |. Z 
in Melbourne. | Mr. and Mrs. Christy Wilbert, 
| Cold weather hurting biz at out- daughter, New York, June 13. 
‘door amusement park of Aussie. | Father is an account exec with the 
‘Trade, however, has been bright Charles Schlaifer ad agency. 


eG ahs {. Bi abs a*s 4e ' Sia awe ¥ ery ereSy Serre 


| 





Mr. and Mrs. Larry Alexander, | 


rep, is a WBBM announcer. 


Grant, | 


and Wig club in 1896, and from seated, and so shuttering of these 


sa 8 i i tural de- 
1902 to the mid ’30s composed most | houses is considered a na oe 
of the musie for the annual col-| velopment. Also responsible, it is 


Mr. and Mrs. Gary Miller, daugh- | lege musical. He also wrote music | claimed, are the 2,000-odd drive-in 


for “Listen, Dearie,’ and other, theatres now operating, which have 
' Shubert productions. taken much of the play away from 
| Wife, daughter and a brother the older, established houses in 
survive. ‘their areas. 





HERMAN BRANDSCHAIN | the fourth largest city in number 
Herman Brandschain, 36, assist- of yideo receivers and Philly had 
ant editor of Broadcasting Maga-| 7) theatres closed, more than any 
zine, died June 7, in the Veterans | other territory. On the other hand, 
Hospital, N. Y. such territories as New llaven, 


P ; 
wsaeieateate Line gt ae with a single shuttering; Cleveland, 


! and a Phi Beta Kappa, was former- with nine and Salt Lake City with 
‘ly with the Philadelphia Record. six, all have been strong video 
| Surviving are wife and a son. ‘areas almost since the war’s end. 


SJ° £32 39.38 fen id Fj CVE git a a 





tev bgesccgal 6. 


_- _died June 9 at his home in subur- actor, died June 6 at the Queens 
Gun,” top| 





On the TV side, Philadelphia is . 
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16 VARIETY Wednesday, June 14, 1950 


“GREATEST ALL-TIME , 
ATTENDANCE RECORD 
SINCE GLENN MILLER” 


«< Frank Dailey — 
MEADOWBROOK 
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Latest Record Release 
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Backed by “THE BREEZE IS MY SWEETHEART” 





MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 




















